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'*  Without  a  pariiamtntary  ri^orm,  the  nation  will  be  plungtd  into  nem  wmrtt 
viiboot  a  parliamrntaf7  reform*  you  catmat  bt  laft  agaimt  bnd  minittert ;  nor  tarn 
good  ministers  be  of  use  to  yon.  No  honest  man  can,  according  to  the  present  lyttam, 
continne  minister." — Pitfi  Speech,  178S. 

"If  an  Eiigtishman,**  said  the  great  Frederick  of  Pmssia,  "  has  no  knowledge  of 
those  kings  that  filled  the  throne  of  Persia,  if  his  memory  is  not  embarrassed  with  that 
infinite  nomber  of  popes  that  ruled  the  charch,  we  are  ready  to  excuse  him :  bat  we  thall 
hardly  get  the  same  indulgence  for  him*  if  he  is  a  stomger  to  the  oiigln  of  parliamentiy 
to  tke  customs  of  his  country,  and  to  the  different  Mnes  of  kings  who  have  reigned  ift 
England."— JEet(*«  Elementt  qf  General  Knowledge^  Vol,  II.,  Page  S. 
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HISTORY 

OF  THE  COUNTIES,  CITIES, 

AMD 

BOROUGHS, 

IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


GKNERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  REPRESENTA« 

«  TION. 

The.  members  for  the  fifty-two  counties  are  all 
elected  by  one  uniform  right.  Except  in  certain 
cities  and  towns  having  peculiar  jurisdictions^ 
every  man,  throughout  England  and  Wales,  pos* 
sessed  of  forty  shillings  per  annum  freehold,  is  en- 
titled to  vote  for  the  county  in  which  sueh  free- 
hold is  situated. 

With  respect  to  the  different  cities,  towns.,  and 
boroughs,  they  exercise  a  variety  of  separate  and 
distinct  privileges,  scarcely  capable  of  being 
classed  in  any  methodical  order,  and  still  less  of 
being  ascertained  by  the  application  of  any  fixed 
principle.  In  the  greater  part  of  them,  indeed, 
the  right  of  voting  appears  to  be  vested  in  the 
freemen  of  bodies  corporate;  but  under  this  gene- 
ral term,  an  infinite  diversity  of  peculiar  customs 
is  to  be  found.     In  some  places,  the  nurtiber  of 
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votes  is  limited  to  a  select  body  not  exceeding 
ten;  in  others,  it  is  extended  to  eight  or  ten  tliou^ 
sand.  In  some  places,  the  freeman  must  be  a 
resident  inhabitant  to  entitle  him  to  vote  ;  in 
others,  his  presence  is  required  only  at  an  election. 
The  right  to  the  freedom  is  also  different  in 
different  boroughs,  and  may,  according  to  peculiar 
usage,  be  obtained  by  birtb,  servitude,  marriage, 
redemption,  &c.,  &c. 

The  remaining  rights  of  voting  are  of  a- still 
more  complicated  description.  Burgageholds, 
leaseholds,  and  freeholds,  scot  and  lot  inhabitants, 
householders,  inhabitants  at  large,  potwallopers, 
and  commonalty,  each  in  different  boroughs  pre*> 
vail,  and  create  endless  misunderstandings  and 
litigation.  This  arises  from  the  difficulty  which 
is  daily  found  in  defining  and  settling  the  l^al 
import  of  those  numerous  distinctions  which*  in 
some  places,  commit  the  choice  of  two  meoibeni 
to  as  many  inhabitants  as  every  house  can  ccm- 
tain  ;  in  others,  to  the  possessor  of  a  spot  of 
ground,*  where  neither  houses  nor  inhabitants 
have  been  seen  for  years  ;  and  which,  in  many 
instances,  have  even  baffied  the  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment to  determine  who  are  entitled  ^o  vote,  or 
what  constitutes  their  right. 

In  the  city  of  London,  and  many  other  cities 
and  towns  having  peculiar  jurisdiction,  a  man 
possessed  of  an  income  of  one  thousand  pcwnds, 
or  any  greater  sum,  arising  firom  copyhold,  tease-, 
hold  for  ninety-Dine  years,  trad^,  property  vbl  the 
national  funds,  or  even  freehoMs^  is  not  thereby 
entitled  to  vote. 


COtlNTIES,  CITleS.  AND  BORO(JGHS. 

Religious  opinions  create  an  incapacity  to  exer- 
eise  the  elective  franchise.  All  catholics  are 
excluded  generally;  and  by  the  operation  of  the 
test  laws,  protestant  dissenters  are  deprived  of  a 
voice  in  the  election  of  representatives  in  all  thosel 
boroughs,  where  the  right  of  voting  is  confined  to 
the  corporate  officers  aloDe. 

A  man  paying  taxes  to  any  amount,  however 
great*  for  his  domestic  establishment,  does  not 
obtain  a  right  to  vote,  unless  his  residence  be  in 
some  borough  where  that  right  is  vested  in  the 
inhabitants. 

To  restore  the  ancient  right  of  election,  as  it 
was  exercised  in  the  tythings  of  the  respective 
hundreds  in  each  county  by  the  householders  in 
numerical  divisions,  would  at  once  correct  all  the 
existing  abuses,  and  establish  a  representation  of 
the  people  perfectly  fair  and  equal.  It  would 
exiingufsh  ail  contentions  about  elective  rights^ 
and  save  qai  I  lions  of  money  wasted  in  expensive 
contests.  The  elective  franchise  ought  to  be 
commou  and.  personal ;  and,  if  not  exercised  by 
ali^  which,  by  the  earliest  writs  of  Edward  the 
First,  we  find  to  have  been  the  constitutional 
right  of  the  people,  the  qualification  should  be  so 
moderate,  that  there  might  be  no  condition  in 
life  in  which  it  should  not  be  in  the  power  of 
tvery  individual  to  acquire  it  by  labour,  by  in« 
dustry,  or  by  talent. 

If,  in  the  end,  this  should  fufnish  an  election^ 
as  we  believe  it  would  do^  for  the  whole  United 
Kingdom,  by  nearly  a  million  and  a  half  of  heads 
lilies,  enough  Vould  be  done  to  guard  the 
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rights  of  property  on  one  hand,  and  to  satisfy  the 
national  claims  of  personal  representation  on  the 
other  ;  and  if  a  constituent  power  so  formed,  so 
extended,  and  so  limited,  be  not  .sufficient  to 
create  a  free  and  independent  house  of  commons, 
the  case  is  desperate  ;  the  object  can  never  be 
obtained. 
Burgh's  Iq  support  of  pcrsonal   right  it  is  contended, 

Difquis.     that  every  one  has  what  may  be  called  property  ; 
every  man  has  life,  personal  liberty,  character,  a 
right  to  his  earnings,  a  right  to  his  religious  pro- 
fession  and  worship  according  to  his  conscience! 
&c.;  and  many  men  who  are  in  a  state  of  dependence 
.    upon  othei's,and  who  receive  charity,  have  yet  wives 
and  children,  in  whom  they  have  a  right.  Thus  the 
poor  are  liable  to  be  injured  by  the  government  in  a 
variety  of  ways.     According  to  the  commonly 
received   doctrine,  that  servants  and  those  who 
receive  alms  have  no  right  to  vote  for  members  of 
parliament,  an  immense  multitude  of  people  are 
deprived  of  all  power  to  determine  who  shall  be 
the  protectors  of  their  lives,  their  personal  liberty, 
their  little  property,  (which  though,  singly  consi- 
dered, is  of  small  value,  yet  is,  in  the  aggregate, 
a  great  object,)  and  the  virtue  of  their  wives  and 
daughters.     That  which  is  peculiarly  hard  upon 
the  poor  in  this  case  is  that,  though  they  have  no 
share  in  determining  who  shall  be  the  lawgivers  of 
their  country,  they  have  a  heavy  share  in  raising 
the  taxes  which  support  its  government.     The 
taxes  on  malt,  beer,  leather,   soap,  candles,  and 
other  articles,  which  are  paid  chiefly  by  the  poor 
who  are  allowed  no  vote  for  members  of  parlia- 


COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS.  ,5 

went  are  equal  in  amount  to  a  heavy  land  tax. 
The  landed  interest  would  complain  grievously  if 
they  had  no  power  of  electing  representatives  ;  and 
it  is  in  free  states  an  established  maxim,  that  who- 
ever contributes  to  the  expenses  of  government, 
ought  to  be  satisfied  concerning  the  application  of 
the  money  contributed  by  him,  and  consequently 
ought  to  have  a  share  in  electing  those  who  have 
power  over  its  application. 

That  the  collective  body  of  qualified  electors 
should  be  as  numerous  as  possible  is  also  desirable 
for  many  reasons  ;  but  principally  because  a  great 
number  of  electors,  by  making  each  individual 
vote  of  no  venal  value,  and  hardly  worth  solicila^ 
liOD,  is  of  itself  a  better  security  against  corrup- 
tidti,  than  the  severest  laws  against  bribery.  The 
security  vrVuch^  on  the  other  side,  this  would 
afibrd  against  vio/ence  and  faction,  depends  on  the 
personal  circumstance,  character,  and  situation  of 
the  voters.  To  exclude  the  effect  of  influence  and 
favor  on  human  actions  is  impossible;  but  when 
the  elector  has  something  to  give,  and  nothing  to 
sell,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  his.incli- 
nation  and  his  judgment  will  go  together,  and  de- 
termine him  in  favor  of  the  worthiest  candidate. 
A  house  of  commons  thus  chosen  by  the  com- 
bined operation  of  property  arid  population,  will 
be  free  and  independent,  if  any  thing  can  make  it 
10.  To  maintain  it  free  and  independent  of  any 
influence  or  interest  but  that  of  its  constituents, 
the  choice  of  new  representatives  must  frequently 
revert  to  the  people. 
The  advocates,  however,  for  limited  right  of suf- 
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frage  desire  to  restore  the  constitution  to  the  state 
in  which  it  existed  from  the  earliest  times  to  the 
passing  the  statute  of  the  eighth  of  Henry  the 
Sixth  ;  and  to  reinstate  every  householder  in  Great 
Britaiq>  paying  parish  taxes,  in  the  right  of  voting 
for  one  noember  of  parliament. 

The  species  of  property  which  constitutes  this 
qualification,  bsis   the  advantage  of  being  open, 
ostensible,  and   incapable  of  being  disputed.     It 
indicates  a  real  residence,  and  implies  a  stationary 
interest  in  the  place  for  which  the  vote  is  given 
and  the  representative  chosen.     But,  besides  the 
possessioti  of  a  competent  property,  of  which  the 
occupation  of  a  bouse  paying  taxes  is  a  sufficient 
presumption,  a  householder  has  other  qualitieSf 
which  ought  to  recommend  him  to  favourable  disr 
tinction,  and  particularly  to  the  trust  in  question. 
He  is  necessarily  the  master,  aqd   probably  the 
father,  of  a  family.     In  the  first  character,  he  has 
personal  credit  and  respect  to  maintain  ;  in  the  se- 
cond, he  has  given  actual  hostages  to  society.  He 
is  the  natural  guardian  and  virtual  representative, 
not  only  of  his  family  and  servants,  but  of  all  those 
who  depend  upon  him  for  support,  protection,  or 
employment.     Such  a  station  deserves  confidence, 
and  should  be  made  respectable,  that  all  men  may 
be  prompted  and  encouraged  to  rise  to  it.   The  re- 
lations and  duties  that  belong  to  it  are  antecedent 
to  all  positive  institutions,  and  constitute  at  once 
the  basis  and  the  security  of  civil  society. 

By  these  means  it  is  contended,  that  all  the  use- 
ful and  effective  purposes  of  a  reform  in  the  con- 
H^truction  of  the  house  of  commons  would  besuffi<» 
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ciently  answered.  They  indeed  who  hope  to  suc- 
ceed in  practical  measures  of  general  operation, 
mast  yield  to  circumstances  which  they  cannot 
command,  must  apply  the  principles  no  further 
than  they  will  go  with  safety,  and  must  be  satisfied 
with  general  effects.  That  final  issue  between 
two  contending  interests,  with  which  neither  of 
them  is  thoroughly  contented,  is  very  likely  to  be 
tbe  best  for  them  both.  At  first  sight  it  looks  like 
brayery  to  run  into  extremes;  but  to  keep  the 
middle  path,  and  to  be  ready  to  encounter  the  vio- 
lence of  either  side,  or  of  both  when  they  unite,  as 
they  very  often  do,  is  tlie  surest  proof  of  political 
courage,  as  well  as  of  prudence  and  virtue. 

To  carry  this  principle  into  effect,  a  considerable 
alteratiot)  must  be  made  in  the  present  distribution 
of  the  elective  power.  To  involve  the  numbers, 
by  whom  tbe  power  ought  to  be  exercised,  it  must 
be  distributed  equally  and  impartially  over  the 
whole  surface  of  the  kingdom.  To  obtain  that 
end,  the  most  certain  and  the  easiest  course  would 
undoubtedly  be  by  a  new  division  of  the  country, 
for  tbe  single  purpose  of  electing  a  fair  and  equal 
representation,  and  for  no  other.  A  new  division 
is  indispensable ;  for  that  which  is  wanted  is  a  freb 

HOUSE  OP  COMMONS,  AND  A  REAL  REPRE- 
SENTATION. Any  measure  of  reform  vv^hich  does 
not  really  give,  and  effectually  secure,  that  object, 
is  more  than  unprofitable,  and  the  efforts  to  obtain 
it  are  merely  thrown  away.  For  if  any  consider- 
able stir  in  this  business  should  once  be  made  with« 
out  success,  it  is  not  rational  to  expect  that  the 
nation  would  ever  be  brought  to  make  a  second* 
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The  whole  measure,  therefore,  must  not  only  be 
adequate  to  the  whole  of  its  purpose,  but  it  must 
move  together  and  act  at  once  with  all  its  force; 
Gradual  alterations  or  progressive  improvements, 
which  some  recommend,  would  all  be  successively 
absorbed,  and  ultimately  sunk  into  the  existing 
system.  Partial  remedies  serve  only  to  soften  the 
symptoms,  and  to  induce  a  habit  of  acquiescence 
in  predominant  error,  while  they  leave  entire  the 
root  of  the  evil.  If  an  effectual  reform  of  the  house 
of  commons  is  not  to  be  had  now^  we  should  take 
care  not  to  make  it  unattainable  hereafter  by  any 
act  of  agreement  or  composition,  with  the  mischief 
itself,  or  with  the  interests  which  support  it. — p 
Much  may  be  expected  from  the  progress  of  events 
in  their  present  course.  In  better  times,  the  mea« 
sure  may  be  carried  by  conaent ;  in  worse,  by  ne^ 
cessity. 

By  the  re-establishment  of  the  hundreds  and 
tythings  in  each  county,  the  system  of  represent- 
ation may  be  renovated,  and  a  reform  obtained 
upon  either  of  these  principles.  Such  a  number 
of  the  hundreds  as  would  have  a  right  to  choose 
one  member  of  parliament  might  be  associated  into 
a  district  for  that  purpose,  and  the  poll  be  taken  in 
each  hundred  before  the  constable  on  the  same  day 
and  hour  all  over  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  All 
disputes  about  the  right  of  voting  wpuld  (hus  be 
removed  ;  every  man  would  be  known  and  recog- 
nized in  his  own  hundred.  All  expense  of  carry- 
ing electors  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  ano^ 
tber  to  vote  would  be  prevented  ;  and  all  the  coUr 
fu$ion,  tumult,  and  riot  attending  the  present  mpcl^ 
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of  election  would  be  avoided.  No  individual  at 
present  possessing  the  right  of  voting  would  be 
disqualified*  and  every  man  having  a  claim  to  that 
privilege  would  he  restored  to  it.  By  thus  divid- 
ing the  counties  into  single  districts,  the  absurdity 
and  inconvenience  of  choosing  two  persons,  very 
often  of  opposite  principles,  to  represent  the  same 
place,  would  likewise  be  avoided.  Such  stents, 
instead  of  uniting  to  serve  their  principals,  can 
only  be  employed  in  counteracting  each  other,  if 
they  act  af  alU  and  finally  leave  their  constituents, 
without  an  effective  voice  in  parliament. 

Having  premised  thus  much  respecting  general 
representation,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  county  of  Bedford  in  particular. 


COUNTY  OF  BEDFORD. 

Bedfordshire  is  an  inland  county,  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Huntingdonshire  and  Northamp- 
tonshire, on  the  west  by  Buckinghamshire,  on  the 
south  by  the  same  county  and  that  of  Hertford, 
and  on  the  east  by  Hertford  and  Cambridge.  Its 
limits  are  winding  and  irregular,  and  its  only  na- 
tural ones  are  the  Ouse  for  a  short  space  on  the  east 
and  the  west,  and  a  rivulet  on  the  south-west 
border.  Its  form  is  nearly  oval,  about  33  miles 
lopg,  and  IS  broad,  being  73  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and   containing  about    260,000    square 


10  COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

acres,  having  40,000  acres  in  course  of  tillage,  and 
168,000  acres  in  pasturage. 

It  comprises  1S4  parishes,  with  ten  market 
towns,  in  which  are  1 1,888  houses  and  6S,39S  in- 
habitants, being  30,5S3  males,  and  39,870  females, 
of  whom  13,816  were  returned  as  being  employed 
in  trade  and  manufacture,  and  18,766  in  agricul- 
ture. It  is  in  the  Norfolk  circuit,  the  province  of 
Canterbury,  and  bishopric  of  Lincoln  :  and  is  di- 
vided into  nine  hundreds,  viz.  Barford,  Biggles- 
wade, Clifton^  Flitt,  Manshead,  Redbome,  Stod- 
den,  Willey,  and  Wixamtree.  Its  principal  river, 
the  Ouse,  has  been  made  navigable  to  Bedford, 
and  divides  the  county  into  two  parts:  in  its 
course  it  receives  several  small  streams. 

The  principal  products  of  the  county  are  corn 
and  butter;  much  of  the  former  of  which  is  sent 
down  the  Ouse  to  Lynn,  and  the  latter  goes  to  Lon- 
don by  land  carriage :  some  parishes  are  particularly 
cultivated  for  vegetables.  Its  most  valuable  mi- 
neral product  is  fuller's  earth,  a  kind  of  mixed  clay 
of  great  use  in  cleansing  woollens,  which  is  found 
more  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wo- 
bum.  This  county  derives  very  little  benefit 
irom  trade  and  manufactures ;  the  poor  are  chiefly 
employed  in  lace  making,  and  the  manufacture  of 
straw  plat,  made  into  hats,  baskets,  and  toys,  par- 
ticularly about  Dunstable.  The  market  towns  are 
Ampthill,  Bedford,  Biggleswade,  Dunstable,  Leigh- 
ton-Buzzard,  Luton,  Potton,  Shefford,  Tuddington 
and  Woburn. 

The  air  of  this  county  is  pure,  and  reckoned 
faeattby.    The  total  return  of  income  under  the 
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property«tax,  1806,  was  ^591,816.  And  the 
amount  of  the  poor's  rates  in  1803»  ^47)484:  at 
the  rate  of  3$.  9ld.  in  the  pound.  The  average 
scaJe  of  mortality,  for  10  years,  appears  to  have 
been  to  the  population,  as  1  to  49* 

&£PftSSENTATIV£  HISTORY. 

Petitions,  December  18,  1698. — A  pati«cknw,p. 
tion  of  W.  Duncome  and  T.  Bramsall,  eaqrs., '^* 
was  presented  to  the  house  and  read,  setting 
forth  that,  at  the  last  election  of  knights  of 
the  shire  for  the  county,  Edward  Lord  Russell 
and  Sir  William  Gostwick  were  returned,  by 
reason  that  votes  were  procured  by  entertain* 
ments  and  other  illegal  means,  and  by  reason 
that  many  freeholders,  who  offered  to  poll 
for  the  petitToners,  were  prevented  by  the  sheriff 
and  bis  officers;  all  which  proceedings  were  to 
the  injury  of  the  petitioners,  who  were  candidates 
at  the  said  election,  and  ought,  to  have  been  re- 
turned :  and  praying  relief  in  the  premises. 

The  house  decided,  that  Edward  Lord  Russell 
is  duly  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  for  this 
county  ; 

That  Sir  William  Gostwick  is  duly  elected  a 
knight  of  the  shire  for  this  county. 

March  31,  171^5,  a  petition  of  John  Cater, 
esq.)  was  read ;  shewing,  that  at  the  election  of 
knights  of  the  shire  for  this  county,  the  petitioner, 
William  Hillersden,  Sir  Pynsent  Charnock,  and 
John  Harvey,  esq.,  were  candidates.  That  the 
petitioner  and  the  said  William  Hillersden  had  a 
majority  of  legal  votes  ;  but  several  persons  voting 
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for  the  said  Mr.  Harvey,  though  not  qualified ; 
and,  by  the  illegal  practices  used  by  the  said  Mr. 
Harvey  and  agents,  there  was  procured  a  ma- 
jority of  sixteen  above  the  petitioner,  who  other- 
wise would  have  had  a  majority :  and  praying,  &c. 

A  petition  of  Sir  Pynsent  Charnock  was  also 
presented,  but  withdrawn  on  the  18th  of  May  fol- 
lowing. 

The  house  resolved,  that  John  Harvey,  esq. 
is  not  duly  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  to  serve 
in  this  present  parliament. 

Resolved,  that  John  Cater,  esq.,  is  duly  elected 
a  member  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  this  parliament 
for  this  county;  and  ordered  the  return  to  be 
amended. 

At  the  general  election  in  1784,  Lord  Ossory 
was  chosen  by  a  considerable  majority :  and  the 
Hon.  St.  Andrew  St.  John,  now  Lord  St.  John, 
was  returned  as  having  a  majority  of  one  over 
Ludcrs,  V.  Lord  Ongley.  In  1785,  Lord  Ongley  petitioned 
*^*  for  the  return  to  be  amended  in  his  favour,  by 
the  correction  of  a  mistake  made  in  the  poll.  It 
was  alleged,  that  a  vote  bad  been  entered  for  Mr. 
St.  John,  which  had  in  fact  been  given  for  Lord 
Ongley,  and  that  the  sheriff  (due  application  hav- 
ing been  made  to  him  for  that  purpose)  should 
have  corrected  that  mistake,  and  should  have  de- 
clared the  majority  in  favour  of  Lord  Ongley.  It 
was  debated  in  the  house  whether  this  petition 
related  to  the  return  only,  or  to  the  merits  of  the 
election  ;  and  the  former  was  finally  determined. 
The  committee,  forming  the  opinion  upon  the 
balance  of  the  evidence  on  each  side,  resolved, 
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1  •  ^'  That  tlie  application  to  the  sheriff  was  such, 
and  made  in  such  time,  as  to  call  upon  him  to 
attend  to  it." 

•2.  "  That  he  ought  to  have  taken  the  vote  of 
William  Lugsden  from  the  poll  of  Mr.  St.  John, 
and  ordered  it  to  the  poll  of  Lord  Ongley." 

The  committee  accordingly  did  what  the  sheriff 
might  iand  ought  to  have  done ;  viz.  corrected 
the  poll  and  gave  it  to  Lord  Ongley. 

In  17^^»  the  merits  of  this  election  became  the 
subject  of  enquiry  before  another  committee  on  a 
petition  from  the  Hon.  St.  Andrew  St.  John, 
which  contained  a  general  account  of  the  pro* 
ceedings,  a  charge  of  bribery  against  Lord  Ongley, 
and  an  allegation  that  the  sheriff  had  admitted 
many  illegal  votes  in  his  favour,  and  registered 
many  legal  votes  tendered  for  Mr.  St.  John.  This 
petition  stood  wholly  unconnected  with  the  former, 
and  in  the  same  point  of  view  as  if  Lord  Ongley 
had  been  the  member  originally  returned,  and  Mr* 
St.  John  had  at  first  petitioned  against  him  upon 
the  merits  of  the  election. 

This  committee  determined,  that  Mr.  St.  John 
was  entitled  to  the  seat  by  a  legal  majority  of  votes. 
This  case  affords  a  clear  illustration  of  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  merits  of  the  election  and 
of  the  return. 

INFLUENCE. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  can  always  return  one 
member  for  this  county ;  the  other  is  frequently 
contested.  Through  this  interest  the  Right  Hon. 
Kichard  Fitzpatrick  was  elected  by  a  majority 
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of  IS  in  1806.  The  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
professing  political  influence  in  their  county  are 
the  Earl  of  Ossory,  Lord  St.  John,  Lord  Ongley^ 
Sir  George  Osborne,  Sir  G.  O,  P.  Turner,  S.  Whit- 
bread,  and  Francis  Pym,  esqrs* 


TOWN  OF  BEDFORD. 

Bedford  is  the  county  town  of  Bedfordshire^ 
ten  miles  from  Olney,  and  fifty  from  London ; 
containing  5  parishes,  7SS  houses,  and  3,948  inha- 
bitants, being  1,713  males  and  2,236  females,  of 
whom  2,221  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
various  trades  and  manufactures. 

It  has  five  parish  churches,  the  principal  of 
which  is  St.  PauKs  ;  two  meeting-houses ;  seve-* 
ral  hospitals  ;  a  house  of  industry ;  and  an  in- 
firmary ;  with  a  good  trade  in  corn  by  the  way  of 
r  Lynn.     The  soil  of  the  neighbourhood  is  particu-< 

larly  productive  of  good  wheat  and  barl^,  the  first 
of  which  goes  chiefly  by  land-carriage  to  the 
markets  of  Hitchin  and  Hertford,  where  it  is 
bought,  ground  into  meal,  and  carried  to  London. 
Its  river,  sometimes,  after  rain,  makes  such  an 
inundation  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  that  it  is  common 
for  the  people  there  to  say,  ^*  the  bailiff  of  Bed- 
ford is  coming/^  The  markets  are  on  Saturday 
for  corn,  and  on  Tuesday  for  cattle. 

The  manor  of  the  town  is  held  fi'om  the  crown 
by  the  corporation,  by  virtue  of  ancient  grants: 
the  first  of  which  is  13  of  Henry  11.  at  wbicb 
time  the  burgesses  fined  in  40  marks  to  have  the 
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same  liberty  the  burgesses  of  Oxford  enjoyed. 
After  which  King  Henry  IIL  by  charter,  dated 
April  30,  I3S6,  confirmed  this  borough  to  the  bur-* 
ges^es,  on  their  payment  of  a  fee  farm-rent  of 
forty  pounds  per  annum. 

RKPEKSRNTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  town  sent  burgesses  to  parliament  at  the 

first  summons  of  the  twenty-third  of  £dward  the 

First.     It  had  then  a  mayor  belonging  to  it. 

Pktitions.— In    1640,    there   were    two   in- wmji, i§. 

dentures ;    in    one.    Sir    Beauchamp    St.   John, 

and  Sir  Samuel   Luke  were  returned  ;  and   io 

the  other,  Sir  Beauchamp  St.  John,  and  William 

Boteler. 

Mmy  t.  **  Ordered  that  Sir  Beauchamp  St.  John 
do  s\t,  he  being  in  both  returns.** 

^'  That  Mr.  Boteler  and  Sir  Samuel  Luke  do  for* 
bear  to  sit  till  their  controversy  be  decided.'* 

August  5j  I64I.  ^^  Resolved,  upon  the questioOf 
that  Sir  Samuel  Luke  is  well  elected  as  a  burgess 
for  the  town  of  Bedford,  and  ought  to  serve  as  ^ 
member  of  the  house.** 

'  May  16,  l66l.  Serjeant  Charleton  reports 
from  the  committee,  concerning  the  several  t^^arcws^. 
turns  for  the  town  of  Bedford,  that  John  Keeling,, 
Serjeant  at  law^  and  Richard  Taylor,  esq.,  were 
rettirned  in  two  indentures  by  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
and  burgesses  ;  and  that  Sir  Samuel  Luke  and  Mr. 
Taylor  were  returned  in  another  indenture  by  the 
mayor ;  and  the  opimon  of  the  committee,  that 
Serjeant  Keeling  ought  to  sit  until  the  said  elec- 
tion be  determined  :  to  which  the  house  agreed. 
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March  99,  1690.  A  petition  of  Sir  Williain 
Franklyo,  knight,  was  read,  shewing  that  he  was 
duly  elected  and  chosen  by  the  proper  officers  of 
this  town,  and  the  return  being  made  to  the  high 
sheriff,  which  he  received  and  returned  to  the  un« 
der  sheriff,  with  orders  that  he  should  deliver  the 
same  without  any  alteration  to  the  clerk  of  the 
crown,  which  he  carried  to  the  clerk's  office ;  but 
about  the  nineteenth  or  twentieth  instant,  be 
went  to  the  clerk's  office,  and  altered  the  return^ 
by  tearing  off  the  indenture  from  the  precept 
wherein  the  petitioner  was  returned,  and  affixed 
another  in  the  room  of  it,  whereby  Mr.  Christy, 
with  Mr.  Hillersden,  are  returned  in  abuse  of 
your  petitioner,  and  the  said  borough,  whereupon 
a  double  return  is  pretended,  purposely  to  delay 
the  petitioner  from  serving  in  the  house  ;  and 
praying  that  the  under  sheriff  and  clerk  of  the 
crown  may  shew  cause  why  the  return  was  altered, 
and  that  the  precept  may  be  produced,  and  the  re* 
turn  of  the  petitioner  may  be  received  and  al- 
lowed. 

The  committee  of  privileges  and  elections,  con* 
trary  to  modern  practice,  proceeded  to  try  the 
merits  of  the  election  as  well  as  that  of  the  return^ 
and  reported, 

"  That  Sir  William  Franklyn  is  not  duly  elected 
a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for 
this  borough/' 

^^  That  Thomas  Christy ,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for  this 
borough." 

<^  That  the  matter  upon  the  petition  of  Sir  WU>- 
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liim  Franklyn,  and  of  the  returns  of  the  burgesses 
for  the  said  town,  be  spieciaily  reported  to  the 
House/' 

A  petition  of  Sir  William  Ffanklyn  was  offered 
to  the  House,  and  brought  to  the  table^  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect:  *' That  be  was  surprised,  by  the 
order  of  the  committee  which  Mr.  Christy  had 
obtained,  to  hear  the  merits  of  the  election,  with 
the  matter  of  the  double  return,  and  therefore  had 
not  instructed  bis  counsel,  nor  was  provided  for 
defence  in  that  matter,  the  said  order  being  ob* 
tained,  ex  parte;  and  it  being  proposed  to  read 
the  petition,  it  was  refused.  Then  a  motion  wds 
made  to  recommit  the  report,  which  was  also  de- 
nied." 

The  several  resolutions  were  then  read  a  second 
time,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  ^^  That  the  under  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Bedford  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  arms  attending  this  house,  for  his  misdemeanor, 
touching  the  return  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  this 
present  parliament  for  this  borough." 

Ordered,  *^That  the  mayor  of  this  town  be  taken 
into  custody  of  the  serjeantat  arms  attending  this 
house,  for  his  misdemeanor  ifi  the  late  election 
of  burgesses  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament 
for  this  borough.^*  ■ 

Ordered,  ••That  the  mayor  and  bailifisof  this 
town  do  attend  the  House  oh  Monday  next,  to 
mend  the  return  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
sent parliament  for  this  borough,  and  that  the  clerk 
of  the  crown  do  then  also  attend  with  the  said 
return." 

FART  II.   VOL.  I.  C 
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Resolved,  ^^  That  after  a  return  made  into  the 
erown  office  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  th^ 
same  shall  not  be  altered  by  the  sheriff  or  cleii: 
of  the  crown,  or  any  other  but  by  the  House/' 

Nov.  S,  1705.  A  petition  of  Samuel  Rolt, 
esq.  was  read  ;  shewing  the  petitioner  was  a  can- 
didate at  the  last  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  this  town,  but  by  bribery,  menaces, 
and  other  indirect  practices.  Sir  Philip  Monoux, 
and  William  Farrer,  esq.  (who  also  were  candi- 
dates,)  procured  a  considerable  majority  of  voters 
over  the  petitioner^  and  were  returned  ;  and  pray* 
ing,  &c. 

Ordered,''Tobe  referred  to  the  committee  of  pri* 
vileges  and  elections  to  examine  the  matter,  EQd 
I'eportit  with  their  opinion." 

March  5, 17 13*  A  petition  of  Wm.  Farrer,  esq* 
was  read;  shewing,  that  at  the  election  for  this  bo- 
rough, where  the  petitioner  and  Samuel  Rolt,esq* 
were  candidates,  that  Mr.  Rolt,  at  the  time  of  the 
s^id  election,  was  not  qualified  according  to  act 
of  parliament ;  and  that  the  petitioner  had  the 
minority,  notwithstanding  which,  the  mayor  and 
bailiffs  of  the  said  borough  did  unduly  elect  and 
return  the  said  Mr.  Rolt,  in  wrong  of  the  peti*\ 
tioner;  and  praying,  &q.    . 

Ordered,  ^^  To  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
firivileges  and  elections  to  examine  the  matters, 
end  report  it  with  their  opinion.^' 

No  determination  on  the  journals  upon  the  laat 
two  petitions. 

This  borough  bad,  during  almost  a  centairyt 
been  undet  the  influence  of  the  Bedford  6imiiy  ;, 
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but  in  the  year  176S«  when  Mr.  Wilkes  was  in  the 
SMHtb  of  ^18  popularity,  the  corporation,  whom 
the  late  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  grandfather  of  the 
present  Duke,  had  offended,  in  order  to  destroy 
the  Bedford  interest  in  that  town,  created  a  great 
ftnaiber  of  honorary  freemen^  among  whom  were 
the  late  Sir  Robert  Bernard,  Mr.  Alderman'  Town-- 
lend^  Job n  Home  Tooke,  esq.,  and  several  more 
independent  gentlemen,  traders,  and  yeomen* 
Sir  Robert  Bernard  was  elected  recorder,  and  the 
borough  seemed  to  have  gained  a  perfect  inde- 
f)endence.  A  petition  was,  however,  presented  loM  cien- 
Irf  Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Howard  against  the  v.  ii^p.6o. 
^tion  of  Sir  William  Wake,  hart.,  and  Robert 
Sparrow,  esq» ;  in  which  the  petitioners  disputed 
the  right'of  siich  burgesses  and  freemen  as  were 
DOB-resiydentsi^  which  they  supported  on  the  last 
determination  ci  the  house,  on  the  isth  of  Aprils 

The  committee  were  of  opinion,  that  the  words 
li  the  above  resolution  **  being  householders,'^  do 
DM  refer  to  the  burgesses  and  freemen,  but  to  the 
Inhi^itanta  only^ 

The  chairman  also  added,  although  n6t  in  the 
brmal  words  of  a  resolution,  that  the  committee 
rere  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  objection  of  oc- 
casionality  would  not  lie  with  freemen  resident 
driiooHresident,  made  above  a  year  before  the 
election.  By  this  determination  the  independent 
GMuen  made  in  1768  were  all  declared  legal 
eWctors  of  this  borough. 

The  above  important  question  being  thus  de* 
cided  in  favor  of  Wake  and  Sparrow,  the  sitting 

c  9 
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members,  tlie  petitioners  proceeded  to  establish* 
certain  voters  who  iiad  been  refused  on  the: 
ground  of  pauperism;  and  several  decisions  were, 
made  which,  being  contrary  to  former  decisionsy: 
it  may  be  proper  to  state.  r 

The  first  question  was,  whether  persons  having 
recerved  a  charity  within  a  year  before  the  elec^ 
tion  were  entitled  to  vote?  The  committee  dtfter-; 
mined,  that  persons  receiving  Sir  Wiiliam  Har-i 
per's  *  charity  are  not  thereby  disqualified.  Tl^iSr 
point  was  in  favor  of  the  petitioners,  Wbitbri^ 
and  Howard. 

A  question  next  arose  of  similar  importance^ 
respecting  inhabitants  coming  to  reside  within  the 
several  parishes  of  the  town  of  Bedford  with  c^r 
tificates  from  other  parishes,  having  a  right  to 
vote.  These,  by  agreement  of  coansel,  were  ad< 
mitted  not  to  come,  under  the  description,  of  pau-, 
pers,  and  were  consequently  added  to  the  ppU  ^ 
the  p€»titionerfl. 

The  counsel  of  the  petitioners  then  endea« 
voured  to  support,  and  the  counsel  for  the  sit- 
ting members  to  oppose,  on  the  same  grounds,     . 

First,  Persons  having  received  a  charity  called 
Hawe's  charity ;  : 

Secondly,  Persons  having  received  a  charity 
called  Welborn's  charity ;  » 

Thirdly,  The  masters  and  brethren  of  St.  Jobn^s 
Hospital. 

Fourthly,  Freemen  who  had  received  parish  re« 
lief  within  a  year  before  the  election  ;  and,  ) 


*  A  DutWe  of  Bedford,  who  was  some  time  Lord  Mayor  iof 
Loudoo,  10  the  reign  of  Elizabeth ;  he  founded  a  free-Bchbol. 
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•  'Fifthly,  Freemen  who  had  an  inchoate  ri^ht  to 
then  freedom,  but  were  admitted  contrary  to  the 
accustomed  mode  of  admission,  and  within  a  year 
before  the  election. 

{  On  the  above  question,  the  committee  deter- 
mined, that  such  as  had  received  Hawc's  charity 
vrexe  not  thereby  disqualified :  that  such  as  had 
received  Welbom's  charity  were  thereby  disqua- 
lified ;  that  the  master  and  brethren  of  St  John's 
Hotpital  were  not  disqualified  ;  that  such  as  bad 
received  alms,  meaning  thereby  parish  relief, 
within  twelve  months  previous  to  election,  were 
disqualified ;  and,  lastly,  that  they  would  not  re- 
ject any  person's  vote  for  receiving  alms  Within 
the  nid  year  preceding  the  election.    , 

It  is  thought  necessary  to  give  this  statement  as 
a  guide  for  future  elections  in  this  town. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  decisions,  Sir 
TKiliJam  Wake,  one  of  the  sitting  n^embeff,  and 
the  late  Samuel  Whitbread,  one  of  tlje  petitioners, 
were  declared  duly  elected. 

•  ■  ■  -         • 

CORPORATION. 

This  at  present  consists  of  a  mayor,  two  recor- 
ders, deputy  recorder,  two  bailiffs,  chamberlain, 
thirteen  common  councilmen,  and  an  uncertain 
number  of  aldermen,  because  whoever  has  been 
mayor,  is  always  afterwards  reputed  an  alderman. 
These,  however,  are  generally  limited  to  iwelve. 
The  mayor  and  bailiffs  are  chosen  annually  out  of 
the  freemen,  and  are  the  returning  oflBicers.  The 
charter  by  which  they  now  act  was  granted  them 
by  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  year  1664. 
The  liberties  of  the  corporatioq  extend  aboyf 
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nine  miles  in  circuit  roand  the  town  ;  and  a  mem- 
ber of  Bedford,  many  years  since,  bequeathed  to  it 
a  6eld  or  two  on  the  spot  now  called  Theobald's* 
row,  Red  Lion-street,  Eagle-street,  and  its  envi* 
rons,  near  Red  Lion-square,  London ;  the  leases 
of  which  expiring  some  years  since,  the  estate  is 
become  so  considerable^  that  the  corporation  ob- 
tained an  act  of  parliament  to  empower  them  to 
give  portions  to  servant  maids,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  population ;  fees  with  poor  children  boinxl 
apprentices  ;  and  other  charitable  donations, 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION* 

This  is  vested  in  the  Burgesses,  Freemen,  and 
Inhabitants^  being  Householders,  and  not  receiving 
alms. 

NUMBEB  OP  TOTERS— 400. 

Returning  officers — the  Mayor  and  the 
two  Bailiffs.  • 

Patron*— Duke  of  Bedford-*K>ne  Member, 

POLITICAL   character. 

This  town  is  as  independent  as  any  in  England. 
The  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Mr.  Whitbread  possess 
an  interest  arising  from  great  landed  property,  and 
deserved  popularity,  but  not  that  arbitrary  and 
unconstitutional  command  which  is  attached  to 
the  proprietor  of  a  borough,  or  the  owner  of  sis 
or  seven  burgage  tenures,  conveyed  on  the  morn«- 
ing  of  an  election  to  a  few  select  iriends,  or  to  the 
menial  servants  of  the  patron,  which  w«  shall  be 
obliged  to  notice  as  they  come  under  our  rei^iew^ 
The  more  dangerous  influence  of  corruption  has 
never  pervaded  this  town* 
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COUNTY  OF  BERKS. 

Bkrkshirk  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Ox- 
fordshire and  Buckinghamshire,  from  which  it  is 
separated  by  the  Thames ;  on  the  east  by  Surrey ; 
on  the  south  fay  Hampshire ;  on  the  west  by 
Wiltshire;  and  its  north-west  corner  just  meets  a 
point  of  Gloucestershire. 

The  shape  of  this  county  is  irregular,  being 
about  40  miles  long,  30  broady  and  about  137  in 
circumference,  containing  774  square  miles,  dr 
476,160  square  acres,  of  which  360,000  acres  are 
arable,  190,000  pasturage,  and  the  remainder  un- 
eultivatedy  incJudiog  woodlands  ;  having  148  pa- 
rishesy  4  borough  towns,  and  8  other  market 
towns,  containing  SI, 19^  houses,  and  109i915 
inhabitants,  being  ^3,831  males,  and  56,394  fe- 
males, of  whom  16,931  were  returned  as  being 
employed  in  trade  and  manufacture,  and  38,155  in 
agriculture.  It  is  in  the  Oxford  circuit,  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  and  diocese  of  Salisbury. 
It  is  divided  into  SO  hundreds,  viz.  Beynhurst, 
Bray,  Charhoo,  Compton,  <}ookham,  Faircross, 
Farriogdon,  Gunfield,  Hormer,  Kintbury  Eagle, 
l^amboum,  Moreton,Oclce,  Reading,  Ripplesmore, 
Shriven  ham»  Sonning,  Theale,  Wantage,  and  War« 
giave*  Its  market  towns  arq  Abingdon,  Farring- 
doiit  Uungerfordf  East  Ilsley,  Lambourn,  Maiden- 
heady  Newbury,  Ockingham,  Reading,  Walling- 
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ford,  Wantage,  and  Windsor.  Its  principal  river  is 
the  Thames  ;  it  has  also  the  Kennett,  (great  part  of 
which  is  navigable,)  the  Loddon,  the  Ocke,  and 
the  Lambourn,  a  small  stream  which,  contrary  to 
most  other  rivers,  is  highest  in  summer,  and  sinks 
gradually  as  winter  approaches. 

Much  barley  is  malted  in  this  county,  and  sent 
to  London.  The  air  of  this  county  is  esteemed 
healthy  even  in  the  vales.  It  is  well  stored  with 
timber,  particularly  oak  and  beach.  Its  principal 
manufactories  are  woollen  and  sail-cloth.  Besides 
its  river  navigation,  it  has  the  Kennett  and  Avon 
canal  from  Reading  to  Hungerford. 

Berkshire  is  an  earldom,  belonging  to  a  branch 
of  the  Howard  family,  the  representative  being 
earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berkshire.  This  county  has 
long  been  famous  for  its  favourite  royal  residence 
at  Windsor,  its  magnificent  castle  having  been 
originally  founded  by  William  the  Conqueror. 

The  total  return  of  income  under  the  property^ 
tax  in  Berkshire,  in  1806,  was  jg  1,920,359  ;  and- 
the  amount  of  the  poor  rates  in  1803,  ^96,860,  at 
the  rate  of  4s.  lid.  in  the  pound.  The  average 
scale  of  mortality  for  10  years  appears  to  have 
been  to  the  population  as  ]  to  48^. 

ESPRESKKTATIYE  HISTORY. 

October  21,  1678.  A  petition  of  JJenry  Alex-* 
^nder.  Earl  of  Sterliqgi  ip  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land; against  the  return  of  William  Barker,  esq. 

The  parliament  was  soon  afterward  dissolved  \ 
and  thq  petition  does  pot  appear  to  have  bbeii 
heard.  * 
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May  23,  1685.  A  petition  of  the  Lord  Sterl- 
ing, complainiDg  of  the  undue  election  and  return 
of  Richard  Southby,  esq. 
There  is  no  report  upon  this  petition. 
May  24,  16S9.  A  petition  of  Richard  Neville, 
esq.  stating  that  the  petitioner  and  Sir  Henry 
Winchcombe  were  duly  elected  ;  but  that  the 
sherifTs  returned  Sir  Henry  Winchcombe,  and  Sir 
Hunofrey  Foster. 

April  2,  1690.  A  petition  in  behalf  of  the  major 
part  of  the  freeholders  of  the  said  county,  stating 
that  Lord  Norris  and  Sir  Humfrey  Foster  were  on 
the  24th  of  February  last  fairly  elected  :  but  that 
the  sheriff  had  returned  Sir  Henry  Winchcombe, 
instead  of  Lord  Norris. 

October  6.     Mr.  Neville  renewed  his  petition. 

All  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  privileges. 

Dec.  22.  Mr.  Gray  reported,  that  upon  the 
petition  of  the  freeholders  against  the  return  of 
Sir  Henry  Winchcombe,  no  person  appearing  to 
make  good  the  said  petition, 

Resolved, ^^  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected.'' 

Upon  the  petition  of  Mr.  Neville,  the  commit^ 
tee  determined,  that  Sir  Humfirey  Foster  was  duly 
electa . 

Agreed  tq  by  the  house. 

October  24,  1772.  A  petition  of  Henry  Grey, 
^.  .against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Stonehouse 
ajid  Robert  Packer,  esq. 

P/etjtion  withdrawn. 

INFLUENCE. 

The  Earl  of  Craven  and  Lord  Braybroke,  whose 
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son  at  present  represents  the  county,  have  a  pre- 
vailing interest.  The  Earl  of  Radnor  is  lord  lieu- 
tenant, but  his  influence  goes  with  the  other  no- 
blemen. 

POLITICAl.   CHARACTER. 

At  the  general  election  in  IS  13,  there  was  a 
contest  for  this  countv,  when  the  numbers  ou  the 
poll  were 

Charles- Dundas,  esq 1717 

Hon.  Richard  Neville  ....  1574 

William  Hallet,  esq 535 

It  is  due  to  the  freeholders  who  voted  for  Mr. 
Hallet  to  state  that  they  were  neither  conveyed  to 
the  place  of  election  nor  treated  by  the  candidate, 
but  that  every  person  defrayed  his  own  individual 
expenses ! 

BOROUGH  OF  ABINGDON. 

Abingdon,  a  market  and  borough  town  in  the 
hundred  of  Hormer,  Berks,  is  551  i^niies  from- 
London ;  containing  S67  houses,  and  4,356  inha- 
bitants, of  whom  1,847  were  returned  as  employed 
in  Yarioas  trades.  It  stands  on  a  branch  of  the 
Isis;  and  derives  its  name  from  an  ancient  abbey 
founded  in  675,  before  the  building  of  which  it 
was  called  Sbrovesh^m. 

The  town  consists  of  several  streets  well  paved, 
which  terminate  in  a  spack>U8  area  in  which  the 
market  is  held,  being  reckoned  one  of  the  most 
considerable  in  England  for  grain.  Much  business 
is  done  here  in  the  malting  line.  Market  on 
Monday  and  Friday, 
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RSPRXSENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough,  as  a  town  of  great  trade,  sent 
once,  (11  Edw.  III.,)  upon  a  peremptory  sum- 
roonst  to  the  council,  or  national  assembly  ;  and 
received  its  charter,  Nov.  34,  \5t/J^  from  Philip 
and  Mary,  who  then  imprivileged  them  to  send 
one  burgess  to  parliament. 

Petitions.  April  S?)  1660.  Sir  John  Lent* 
ball  returned  by  the  mayor.  Sir  George  Stone* 
house  by  the  bailiffs. 

The  question  was  important.  Whether  the 
word  ^^  BuTg4n9t$^*'  mentioned  in  the  charter, 
was  to  be  understood  as  meaning  the  whole  inha- 
bitants of  the  town,  or  only  the  corporation. 

Resolved,  '*  That  the  wovd^^Burgenni^*  extends 
to  the  inhabitants  at  large  within  the  borougfa*^^ 

^  That  Sir  George  Stonehouse,  having  a  greater 
number  ofvoicea  than  Sir  John  LenthaU,  is  duly 
elected.** 

Whereto  the  house  agreed. 

Ordered,  '^  That  John  Mayett,  maypr  of  this 
borough,forthwith«tand  committed  to  the  custody 
of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  in  respect  to  his  neglectii^ 
to  give  his  attendance  to  amend  the  return.'* 

Jamiary  16,  1688.  A  petition  of  Sir  John 
Stonehouse  against  the  return  of  Thomas  Medly* 
cott,  esq. 

Resolved,  ^^  That  Thomas  Medlycott,  esq.  is 
not  duly  elected/* 

*'  That  8ir  John  Stonehouse  is  duly  elected.** 

The  House  agreed  to  the  first  resolution,  but 
negatived  the  second. 

May  8.     A  new  writ  was  ordered. 
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Junes,  1689.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Stone- 
house,  complaining  that  he  was  duly  elected ; 
but  that  the  ma^^or  had  returned .  John  Southby, 
esq.  : 

-^  Resolved  January  8,  1690.  "  That  all  those 
who  receive  alms,  according  to  act  of  parliament, 
have  no  voices  in  the  election/' 

•  \^  That  those  inhabitants  who  receive  any  con- 
stant alms,  weekly,  monthly,  quarterly,  or  yearly, 
have  no  voices  in  the  election/' 

**That  John  Southby,  esq.  is  not  duly  elected/' 
r   ^^  That  Sir  John  Stonehouse  is  duly  elected/' 

•  All  these  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

December  12,  1698.  A  petition  of  William 
Hucks,  esq.  complaining  of  the  gross  partiality  of 
John  Selwood,  the  mayort  in  returning  Simon 
Harcourt,  esq. 

it  appeared  that  a  letter  had  been  produced  at 
the  news  house  at  Abingdon,  subscribed  Charles 
Medlycott,  encouraging  an  interest  to  be  made 
for  the  petitioner,  Mr.  Hucks,  against  Mr.  Har- 
court, stating  that  he  was  a  disaffected  person  ;  if 
he  got  into  the  House  would  go  nigh  to  be 
speaker,  and  if  he  were,  put  by,  it  would  be  of 
great  service  to  the  government ;  that  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty  would  protect  the  watermen  and 
bargemen  from  being  pressed,  and  if  they  desired 
it,  they  should  have  some  of  Lord  Oxford's  regi« 
rnent,  or  no  soldiers^  if  they  pleased,  quartered  on 
them. 

The  committee  resolved,  **  That  Simon  Har- 
court, esq.  is  duly  elected.*' 
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*^  That  Mr.  Hucks's  petition,  is  frivolous^  vexa- 
tious, groundless,  and  scandalous/' 

Which  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  House.. 

The  house  further  resolved,  '*  That  the  proceed- 
ings of  William  Hucks,  esq.  in  presuming  to^ 
make  use  of  the  authority  of  government  to  the 
borough  of  Abingdon,  in  order  to  be  elected  a 
burgess  for  the  said  borough,  is  a  scandalous, 
reflection  upon  the  government,  and  tends  to  sub- 
vert the  freedom  of  election  of  members  to  serve 
in  parliament.''  ^  .    r    - 

Ordered,  ^^  That  William  Uuck^,  esq.  be  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms/'   ; 

Nov.  9,  1705.  A  petition  of  Sir  Simon  Har-: 
court  complaining  that  through  the  partiality  of 
Joseph  Spinnage,  late  mayor,  in  admitting  many: 
persons  to  poll  who  had  no  right,  and  through 
divers  other  indirect  practices,  a  majority' of  vot<99 
was  obtained  for  Grey  Neville,  esq; '  the  mayor 
denyii^  the  petitioner  a  scrutiny  though  he  had 
promised  it.  .  .         > 

7bere  does  not  .appear  on  the  journals:  any  re- 
port on  this  petition.  ..?        .         .         , 

Nov.  24,  1708.  A  petition  of  .William  Hucks, 
esq.  was  read,  shewing  that  iat  the  election  of  ^ 
bufl^ess  for  this  borough,  the  petitioner  and'Sir 
Siiqon.Harcourt  were. candidate^ ;  that  SirSimoi^ 
by  menaces,  and  by  other  illegal  practices  of  him-^ 
self  and  his  agents,  procured  several  votes  for  him, 
and  several  were  admitted  to  vote  for  him  who  had 
no  right ;  and  that  Sir  Simon  had  prevailed  with 
John  Selwood,  mayor  of  the  said  borough,  to  re- 
turn him,  though  the  petitioner  was  duly  elected 
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by  a  majority  of  qualified  and  uncorrupt  voters, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned  instead  of  the 
said  Sir  Simon  Harcourt. 

A  motion  being  made,  and  the  question  put, 
That  Sir  Simon  Harcourt  is  duly  elected, 

It  passed  in  the  n^fative. 

Resolved  on  a  division,  ^'  That  William  Hucks, 
esq.  is  duly  elected.'^ 

The  following  passage  extracted  from  Burgh's^ 
Political  Disquisitions  applies  to  this  decision. 

**  Sir  Simon  Harcourt  complains  sadly  of  ill 
usage  in  his  election  for  Abingdon,  A.  D.  170S, 
reflecting  severely  on  the  House,  and  the  wicked 
arts  used  against  him  ;  insisting  to  the  last,  that 
he  was  the  legal  member,  by  a  clear  majority,  by 
the  most  fair  estimation.''* 

October  IS,  1799.  A  petition  of  Sir  John 
D'Orly,  bart.  against  the  return  of  Robert  Hucka, 
esq.  Another  petition  of  James  Jennings,  esq. 
both  claiming  a  right  to  have  been  returned  instead 
of  Mr.  Hucks. 

January  99«  Mr.  Jennings  had  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

March  3, 1793.  Ordered  that  Sir  John  D'Oily, 
bart.  have  leave  to  withcbiaw  his  petition. 

Petitions.  March  3,1774.    Nathaniel  Bayly, 

esq.  petitioned  against  the  return  of  John  Mayor, 

esq. 

There  were  two  questions  in  this  case. 

1st.    Whether  the    high  sheriff  of  a  county 

may  be  chosen  for  a  borough  within  his  county. 

*  Baigh^  vol.  1.  p.  2M, 
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Sd.  Whether,  if  he  be  not  eligible,  on  such  no* 
tice  as  was  given  in  the  present  case,  the  voters 
for  him  are  tbrown  away,  and  the  other  candidate^ 
who  had  a  smaller  number  of  I^al  votes,  is  duly 
elected :  or  whether  it  is  a  void  election. 

The  committee  negatived  both  these  questions 
by  declaring  John  Mayor,  esq.  ineligible  to  a  seat 
within  the  county  for  which  he  was  high  sheriff, 
and  that  Nathaniel  Bayley,  esq.  who  had  a  mino- 
rity of  votes  was  not  duly  elected. 

Election  declared  void  and  a  new  writ  issued,  Dougits, 
March  6,  1772.  J^Ji/p- 

Nov.  SO,  1780.  Petition  of  Thomas  Woold- 
ridge,  esq.  alderman  of  London  against  the  re- 
turn of  John  Mayor,  esq. 

Feb.  3, 17S1.    Committee  appointed. 

¥eb.    6.    John    Mayor,    esq.   reported    dulyTroward 

elected.  Appendix. 

CORPORATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  two  bailiffs,  nine  alder- 
men,  and  sixteen  assistants. 

BIGHT  OP   XXXCTION. 

The  electWB,  according  to  national  right  and 
justice^  are.the  inhabitants  pajring  scot  and  lot, 
and  not  receiving  alms  or  any  charity.  (Jan.  18, 
l^S0»an4JaD.8|l689.) 

.     NUMBBR  OP    VOTXRS — 500. 

RsTURKiN^  OFFICERS*— the  Msyor  and  two 
Bailiffs. 

POLITICAX   CHARACTER. 

This  is  one  of  the  few  boroughs  over  which 
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aristocratical  influence  or  corruption  has  not  yet 
been  able  to  extend  its  control — a  circumstance} 
which  is  owing  most  probably  to  the  two  follow-* 
ing  causes:  firsts  the  borough  sending  only  one 
representative*  has  only  half  the  temptation  for  an 
opulent  neighbour  to  enslave  it ;  and  secondly, 
the  freedom  of  its  elective  constitution,  which 
seems  thus  to  defy  all  arbitrary  encroachment; 
For,  though  it  was  chartered  so  late  as  Philip  and 
Mary,  and  its  corporation  and  representative 
power  vested  in  the  select  body,  yet,  by  the  exer- 
tion of  its  inhabitants,  they  have  not  only  obtained 
the  constitutional  right  of  electing. the  members 
by.the  inhabitants  at  large,  but  likewise  of  elect-* 
ing  their  mayor  and  magistrates,  which  is  the  only 
security  of  their  independence,  and  which  a  self- 
elected  corporation  would  have  long  since  sub- 
verted. > 

reading- 
Read  I  NO,  a  borough  and  market  town,  in  the 
hundred  of  Reading,  Berks,  is  situated  on  the  riv^ 
Kennet,  which  joins  the  Thames  a  little  below  the 
(own,  37  miles  from  London.  It. consists  of  three 
parishes,  and  contains  1,7^1  houses  and 9)743  inha- 
bitants, viz.  4,G43  males  and  5, 100  females,  of  whom 
3,496  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade. 
The  Kennett  in  passing  through  the  town,  exclu- 
sive of  the  main  stream,  has  two  branches  which 
fall  into  it,  on  which  are  several  considerable  flour 
mills. 

From  this  town  great  quantities  of  corn,  flour, 
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Aod  timber,  are  conveyed  hence  to  London  by 
barges.  Ito  ^incipal  manufactures  are  sackings 
sail-cloth,  blankets,  ribbons,  and  pins.  The  prin-^ 
cipal  market  days  are  on  WeHnesdays,  for  provi- 
sions, poultry,  fruit,  vegetables,  &c. ;  and  on  Satur- 
days, for  corn,  cattle,  and  provisions.  Its  fairs  are 
Candlemas  day  for  horses,  May  day  for  horses  and 
cows,  and  on  St«  James's  and  St.  Matthew's  days 
for  all  kinds  of  cattle  and  goods,  and  on  the  latter 
a  statute  fair. 

RBPRSSENTATIVE   HISTORY^ 

PEtiTiOKS.  The  construction  of  the  word 
*^  Commonalty*'  will  appear  from  the  journals  in 
the  several  petitions  which  relate  to  this  borough 
to  have  the  most  extensive  meaning,  and  is  not 
confined  to  a  corporation,  or  any  select,  or  partial 
description  of  persons  in  a  place,  as  contended 
by  Doctor  Brady ;  but  comprehends  all  the  in- 
habitants, who  have  not  disqualified  themselves  by 
receiving  charity^ 

May  93,  16854  A  petition  of  Sir  William  Rich, 
and'  Sir  Henfy  Fane,  and  a  petition  of  Samuel 
House  and  other  freemen  and  inhabitants  of  this 
borough,  complaining  of  the  undue  return  of  John 
Breedon,  and  Thomas  Coates,  esqrs. 

Resolved :  ^*  That  John  Breedon,  and  Thomas 
Coates,  esqrs.  are  not  duly  elected." 

**  That  the  said  election  is  void,  a  new  writ  or- 
dered/' 

December  1?,  1693.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas 
Stamp,  Knt.  against  the  return  of  Sir  Owen  Buck- 
ingham and  John  Dolby,  esq. 
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Renewed  the  1  jth  of  December ;  but  not  being 
the  same  in  substance  with  the  petition  presented 
the  last  session, 

Ordered:  "  That  the  Committee  do  not  proceed 
any  further  with  the  said  petition." 

February  U,  1700.  A  petition  of  Tanfield  Va- 
chell,  esq.  complatning  of  the  election  of  Francis' 
Knowles,  esq.  who  had  been  returned  with  Sir 
Owen  Buckingham. 

A  similar  petition  from  the  freemen,  and  from 
some  of  the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot,  and 
other  householders  not  payiug  scot  and  lot. 
No  determination  upon  the  journals. 
November  93,  1708^  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
Rich,  bart.  against  the  retura  of  Sir  Owen  Buck- 
ingham, and  Anthony  Blagrave,  esq. 

A  similar  petition  from  the  inhabitants  paying 
scot  and  lot,  claiming  the  right  of  election  in  them' 
selves,  exclusive  of  the  freemen  of  the  said, 
borough. 

Resolved:  *<  That  the  right  of  electing  burgesKS- 
for  this  borough,  is  in  thc/reemen  and  inliahitanU;  ■ 
such  freemen  not  receiving  alms,  and  such  inhabit- 
ants paying  scot  and  lot." 

Resolved:  "That  Anthony  Blagrave,  esq.  iS' 
duly  elected." 

March  3,  1713.     A  petition  of  Owen  Bucking- 
ham, esq.  against  the  return  of  Robert  CU 
esq.  being  a  minor,  nnd  Felix  Calrert,  esq. 
April  26,  1714.     Petition  withdrawn. 
March  30,  1715.     A  petition  of  divers  ( 
ants  paying  scot  and  lot,  denying  the  figh^ 
treemen  to  vote  in  elections  for  the  saii^ 


linst  the  return  of  Robert  Clargea,  and 

lalvert,  eaqrs.  shewing  tbat  William  Ca- 

esq.  was  duly  chosen. 

:ommittee  resolved,  contrary  to  the  deci- 

1708, 

U  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  for  this 

I  is  onlif  in  the  inhabitants  paying  scot 

hearing  the  furlher  merits  of  this  petition, 
lets  of  bribery  were  proved  against  the  sit- 
nbers,  and  William  Cadogan,  esq.  the  pe- 
not  having  a  majority  of  votes,  the  com- 
esolved, 

.1  Robert  Clarges,  esq,  is  not  duly  elected." 
It  Felix  Calvert,  esq.  is  not  duly  elected." 
itWilliamCadogan,esq.  is  not  duly  elected." 
Ived:  "  That  the  said  election  is  void." 
1  these  resolutions  the  house  agreed;  Mr. 
1  being  chairman  of  the  committee :  it  ap- 
ty  the  evideoce  that  Mr.  Cadogan  was  not 
ing  at  the  time  of  the  election,  and  that 
the  bribed  voters,  on  each  side,  were  only 
,  and  DQtjphabitatita  pjviiig  scot  and  lot. 
19<  J^^Bipn  ofjH^^fa  Calvert,  esq. 
the  ^^^^^^BbH^^^^^kan,  esq. 
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'  Tiiis  town  sent  members  nb  origin$  temports 
Edward  I.  and  never  discontinued. 

CORPORATION. 

This  consists  of  a  Mayor,  twelve  Aldermen,  and 
twelve  Burgesses,  who  have  a  Town  Clerk,  and 
other  officers. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

December  2,  1708 — in  the  Freemen  and  Inha- 
bitants ;  such  freemen  not  receiving  alms,  and 
such  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot. 

May  30,  1716— in  the  Inhabitant  Householders 
only,  paying  scot  and  lot. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor* 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  borough,  like  Abingdon,  has  not  yet  been 
subjected  to  the  arbitrary  influence  of  any  opulent 
individual.  Corruption,  indeed,  has  been  said  to 
have  had  its  influence  on  former  occasions;  but,  aa 
it  has  not  yet  been  reduced  to  a  system  within  the 
borough,  or  produced  any  convictions  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  or  in  the  courts  of  justice,  it  is  far 
fix>m  us  to  attribute  to  it  any  undeserved  delin- 
quency ;  for  it  is  equally  the  intention  of  this 
work  to  praise  public  int^ity,  as  to  expose  na- 
tional injury.  It  may  here  be  therefore  observed, 
that  its  present  representatives,  are  gentlemen  of 
independent  connexions,  and  whose  interest  in 
this  borough  exists  entirely  in  the  good  opinion 
of  the  electors. 
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It  must  however  be  here  noticed  that,  although 
the  borough  is  inot  immediately  under  the  controul 
of  any  individual,  yet  the  same  cannot  be  said  to 
have  been  always  the  praise  of  its  representatives  ; 
for,  in  the  penston  parliament.  Sir  Francis  Dolman, 
ODe  of  its  members,  appeared  to  have  a  pension  of 
<€900  and  was  assisted  by  the  court  in  the  frau- 
dulent wiJI,  by  which  he  obtained  Q uar I es's  estate, 
valued  at  i£l4kX).  He  was  then  clerk  of  the  coun- 
cil, worth  £500  per  annum,  and  had  a  promise  of 
lieiiig  secretary  of  state.* 


WALLINGFORD. 

WallIngtord  is  a  borough  and  market  town, 
consisting  of  four  parishes,  in  the  hundred  of 
Moreton,  Berks  ;  containing  ^63  houses  and  1744 
juliabitants;  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
14  miles  from  Reading,  and  46  from  London.  The 
bridge  across  the  river  leading  to  Oxford  is  a 
stately  stone  structure,  300  yards  long,  having  19 
arches  and  four  drawbridges.  The  town  is  very 
ancient,  and  the  buildings  low,  of  brick  aad  tile. 

The  chief  trade  of  this  town  is  in  the  malting 
and  corn,  conveyed  to  London  by  water.  The 
market  is  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  ;  fairs,  Thursday 
before  Easter,  24th  June,  29th  September,  and 
17th  December.  The  church  of  St.  Leonard  is 
a  rectory,  rated  at  7/.  12*.  6d.  and  is  united  with 
Satwell ;  St.  Mary's  is  a  rectory,  rated  at  4/.  and 
bofli  are  in  the  patronage  of  the  crown ;  St.  Peter's 

*  Bargb,  voK  i.  392. 
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is  a  rectory,  value  6/.  U.  3d.;  All-saint's  has  no 
church,  and  is  a  sinecure  belonging  to  Pembroke 
college,  Oxford. 

REPRESENTATIVE  CHARACTER. 

Cuew,  Xhis  borough  sent  members  ab  origine^  and  has 

continued,  without  intermission,  to  the  present 
time. 

June  35,  160S.  Resolved  and  ordered,  ^*  That 
from  and  after  the  present  parliament,  no  mayor, 
of  any  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  shall  be 
elected,  returned,  or  allowed,  to  serve  as  member 
of  this  house ;  and,  if  it  did  appear  that  any  mayor 
were  returned  a  burgess,  that  a  new  writ  should 
be  awarded  for  the  choice  of  another  in  the  room 
and  place  of  the  said  mayor ;  and  this  to  continue 
an  act  and  order  of  the  house  for  ever/* 

Feb.  15, 1620.  "  That  the  election  of  Mr.Dunch 
and  Mr.  Anthony  Barker,  to  serve  for  this  borougbf 
19  void,  and  that  a  new  writ  do  issue." 

July  tJl,  1660.  *'  That  Thomas  Saunders,  esq. 
bad  a  greater  number  of  voices  than  Sir  Humphry 
Bennet,  and  that,  therefore,  the  said  Mr.  Saunders 
is  duly  elected.** 

Nov.  2,  1680.  A  petition  of  John  Stone,  esq. 
touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

No  determination  appears. 

May  23,  1 685.  A  petition  of  Richard  Skinner 
and  others,  against  the  return  of  John  Stone  and 
John  Holloway,  esquires. 

No  determination  appears. 

January  22,  1688.  A  petition  of  John  Dprn^eri 
complaining  of  an  undue  return. 
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A  petition  of  William  Jennings,  esq.  complain- 
ing of  a  double  return. 

Mr.  Tipping  and  Mr.  Jennings  were  in  one 
return,  and  Mr.  Tipping  and  Mr.  Dormer  in  the 
other. 

It  was  proved,  that  several  soldiers  entered  the 
town  at  the  time  of  election,  and  threatened  the 
mdyor  to  cut  off  his  ears  if  he  did  not  return  Mr. 
Dormer. 

Resolved :  **That  the  right  of  election  is  in  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  borough,  paying  scot  and 
lot ;  and  no  others." 

^  That  William  Jennings,  esq.  was  duly  elected 
with  Mr.  Tipping.*' 

January  3,  1701.  A  petition  of  William  Dunch, 
esq.  complaining  of  the  return  of  William  Jen- 
nings, and  Thomas  Renda,  esquires. 

No  determination  appears. 

Nov.  9 J  1705.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Renda,  esq. 
:x>mplaining  of  the  return  of  William  Jennings 
ind  Clement  Kent,  esquires. 

No  determination  appears. 

March  I,  17O8.  A  petition  of  Edward  Leigh, 
»q.  complaining,  that,  upon  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Fennings,  he  was  duly  chosen,  but  that  Mr.  Black- 
ill,  an  attorney,  got  into  possession  of  the  office 
df  mayor,  contrary  to  the  charter,  and  returned 
Thomas  Renda,  esq. 

Nov.  16,  1709.     Petition  renewed. 

Upon  hearing  the  merits  of  this  petition,  the 
coiamittee  resolved,  contrary  to  the  former  deci- 
sion \^  1688, 

''  That  the  right  of  election  for  this  borough  is  in 
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the  may  or  t  aldermen^  hailiffx^  and  eighleefi  assist* 
antSy  together  with  the  inhabitantR  of  the  said  bo- 
rough paying  scot  and  lot,  and  not  receiving  alms 

or  charity." 

"  That  Thomas  Renda,  esq.  is  duly  elected/* 

March  31,  1714.  A  petition  of  Henry  Grey,  esq. 
isomplaining  of  the  return  of  Thomas  Renda^  esq. 

No  determination  appears. 

March  96,  1715.  A  petition  of  Richard  Bigg, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  William  Hucks,  esq.  for 
turibery  and  other  undue  practices. 

January  15,  1716.     Petition  withdrawn. 

December  U,  1719.  A  petition  of  Gilbert 
Douglass,  esq.  against  the  return  of  Henry  Grey, 
glias  Nerille,  esq, 

January  15,  1730.     Petition  withdrawn, 

October  95,  1799.  A  petition  of  John  Doitner, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  the  Hon.  George  Parker 
and  William  Hucks,  esq. 

Nov.  7.     Petition  withdrawn. 

CORPORATION. 

This  was  chartered  by  Jamos  I.  and  consists  of 
a  mayor,  recorder,  two  bailiffs,  six  aldermen,  and 
eighteen  burgesses  or  assistants,  who  possess  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  manor,  fairs,  and  markets, 
by  virtue  of  a  lease  from  the  crown.  The  mayor 
and  six  aldermen  are  the  justices  of  the  peace 
within  the  borough, 

BIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

This  is  in  the  Corporation  and  Inhabitants  paying 
scot  and  lot,  and  receiving  no  alois  (Dec.  L5, 1709), 
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Number  of  voters — 140. 
Returnikg  officer — the  Mayor. 

POLITICAL   character. 

This  borough  is  not  under  the  influence  of  a 
patron  ;  but  corruption  has  long  obtained  in  it  a 
systematic  establishment.  The  price  of  a  vote  is 
forty  guineas ;  and  the  character,  or  the  political 
principles,  of  a  candidate  are  never  very  severely 
scrutinized  where  such  a  custom  prevails.  We 
are  sorry  that  our  duty  obliges  us  to  say,  that 
this  kind  of  election-traffic  is  not  confined  to  this 
place,  but  notoriously  extends  to  the  major  part 
of  the  boroughs  throughout  Great  Britain,  and 
has  been  acknowledged  by  a  cabinet  minister,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  to  be — as  glaring  as  the 
sun  at  noon  day !!! — A  practice  which,  the  speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  observed,  would  have 
appaifed  our  ancestors  with  horror !  But  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  enter  more  at  large  into  this 
subject  when  we  come  to  those  places  whose 
delinquency  have  brought  on  them  public  shame 
and  inevitable  punishment. 


WINDSOR. 

WiKDsoR  is  a  borough  and  market  town,  si«- 
tuated  on  the  Thames,  92  miles  from  London.  It 
contains  507  houses  and  3361  inhabitants,  viz. 
1458  males  and  1903  females.  This  town  has 
belonged  to  the  crown  ever  since  the  Conquest, 
and  has  of  late  been  much  improved ;  it  contains 
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several  good  streets,  and  many  handsome  build* 
ings ;  but  its  chief  pride  is  its  castle,  which,  for 
more  than  700  years,  has  been  the  favourite  country 
residence  of  the  British  kings.  The  market  is 
held  on  Saturday,  in  the  area  beneath  the  town* 
hall,  and  is  well  supplied  with  all  kinds  of  provi- 
sions, fish,  &c.  Its  fairs  are  on  Easter  Tuesday,  the 
5th  July,  and  S4th  October. 


REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

tUTbe.  '^^^^  town  began  to  return  members  to  parlia- 

ment in  the  30th  year  of  Edward  the  First,  and 
continued  to  send  until  the  1 4th  of  Edward  the 
Third,  when  it  intermitted  sending  until  the  35th 
of  Heory  the  Fourth.  Since  that  time,  it  has 
been  regularly  represented. 

December  S,  1640.  Mr.  Maynard  reports,  that 
there  was  a  competition  between  Sir  Thomas  Roe 
and  Mr.  Waller,  who  were  returned  burgesses  for 
this  borough,  and  Mr.  Holland  and  Mr.  Taylor 
(since  dead),  who  pretend  they  were  elected^ 
though  not  returned. 

Question  was  ;  whether  the  inhabitants  in  ge- 
neral, or  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  select  number  of 
burgesses  only,  should  have  power  of  election  ? 

This  place  sent  members  to  parliament  the  30th 
of  Edward  the  First,  but  was  not  incorporated  till 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth.  In  his  time, 
and  in  that  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  return  was 
made  by  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses ;  but 
antecedent  to  that  period,  and  in  later  times,  the 
return  has  been  made  by  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and 
commonaliy. 
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Resolved  :  ^^  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  bo- 
rough have  all  generally  the  right  of  election  of 
burgesses  to  serve  in  p-irliament/' 

April  27»  1660.  There  was  a  double  return  ; 
obe  by  the  corporation,  the  other  by  the  inhabit- 
ants at  large. 

July  6,  1661.  Resolved:  '^  That  the  mayor, 
Jbailifis,  and  burgesses,  not  exceeding  the  number 
of  thirty,  had  alone  the  right  of  election  ;  and  that 
sir  Richard  Braham,  knt.  and  Thomas  Uiggins, 
esq.  who  were  elected  and  returned  by  the  mayor, 
bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  not  exceeding  the  number 
of  thirty,  were  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  sit." 

Whereto  ihe  house  agreed. 

March  19,  1678.  A  petition  of  Richard  Win- 
wood,  and  Samuel  Starkey,  esqrs.  complaining  of 
ao  undue  return  of  sir  John  Ernie,  knt.  and  John 
Powney,  esq.  to  serve  in  the  present  parliament 
for  this  borough. 

Sir  Thomas  Meres  reports  that  the  committee 
resolved:  *'  That  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses, 
not  exceeding  thirty,  have  not  the  right  of  elect* 
ing  members  for  t.isborough.'^ 

Snd,  ^'  That  this  borough  has  a  right  to  send 
burgesses  to  parliament  by  prescription." 

3rd,  ^*  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  bo- 
rough have  a  right  of  electing  members  to  serve  in 
parliament." 

4th,  "  That  Sir  John  Ernie,  and  Mr.  Powney, 
are  not  duly  elected.'* 

5th,  **  That  Mr.  Winwoodand  Mr.  Starkey  are 
duly  elected." 


r 
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October  Si,  1680.  A  petition  of  Richard 
Winwood  and  Samuel  Starkey,  esqrs.  was  read. 

November  4,  16S0.  Resolved,  "That  in  the 
borough  of  New  Windsor,  those  inhabitants  only 
who  pay  scot  and  lot  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the 
election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  parliament  for 
the  said  borough/' 

"  That  Richard  Winwood  and  Samuel  Starkey, 
esqrs.  are  duly  ejected." 

Agreed  to  by  the  house.' 

A  petition  of  Charles  Adderley,  esq.  against  the 
return  of  the  right  hononourable  Henry  Powle, 
and  another  of  Sir  Algernon  May,  against  the  elec^ 
tion  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren. 

May  3,  1689*    Colonel  Birch  reported-*^ 

That  the  question  between  Mr.  Adderley  and 
Mr.  Powle,  appeared  to  be,  whether  the  right  of 
election  was  in  the  mayor,  bailifls,  and  burgesset, 
or  in  the  inhabitants. 

That  the  committee  had  resolved.  That  the 
right  of  election  is  in  the  mayor,  bailifib,  and  a 
«elect  number  of  burgesses  only. 

That  Henry  Powle,  esq.  is  duly  elected. 

The  numbers  being  equal  between  Sir  Algernon 
May,  and  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  the  election  as 
to  them  was  declared  void. 

The  said  resolutions  being  twice  read,  weie 
agreed  to  by  the  house,  and  a  new  writ  was  or- 
dered to  issue. 

March  33nd.  A  petition  of  Sir  Charles  Porter 
and  William  Adderley,  esq.  was  read;  and  ano- 
ther petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  thb  boi^ugh 
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was  also  read ;  shewing,  that  a  precept  being  di- 
rected to  the  mayor  of  this  town,  and  a  day  being 
appointed  for  the  election  of  burgesses,  tbe  peti-* 
tionefs,  being  tbe  general  bur^e^es  and  inhabit* 
ants,  appeared  at  the  Market  Cross,  and  elected 
Sir  Charles  Porter  and  William  Adderley,  esq. 
for  their  members ;  that  notwithstanding,  the 
mayor  had  taken  upon  him  unduly  to  return  Bap- 
tist May,  esq.  and  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  and 
praying,  &c. 

May  16, 1 690.  The  committee  resolved,  *'  That 
the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  par- 
liament for  this  borough  is  in  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
and  select  number  of  burgesses  only." 

"  That  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  and  Baptist  May, 
esq.  are  duly  elected." 

^*  The  8a\d  two  resolutions  being  read,  were  dis- 
agreed to  by  tbe  house.'' 

,  Resolved  :  ''  Th^t  Sir  Charles  Porter  and  Wil- 
liam Adderley,  esq.  are  duly  elected.'* 

March  26,  1715.  A  petition  of  Sir  Henry 
Ashurst,  and  Samuel  Travers,  esq.  against  the 
return  of  Christopher  Wren  and  Robert  Gayer, 
«U)rs. 

The  right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  in  the 
inbabitaots  paying  scot  and  lot. 

Resolved :  "  That  Mr.  Wren  and  Mr.  Gayer  are 
not  duly  elected." 

"  That  Sir  Henry  Ashurst  and  Samuel  Travers, 
esq.  are  duly  elected." 

The  said  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the 
house. 

May  23,  1737.     On  a  new  hearing  for  New  Journals. 
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Windsor.  The  standing  order  made  on  the  1 6th 
of  January,  1735,  for  restraining  counsel  from  of- 
fering evidence,  touching  the  legnlity  of  votes 
Contrary  to  the  last  determination  of  the  house, 
concerning  the  right  of  ^lection  for  the  said  bo- 
rough, made  the  9d  of  November,  1680,  which 
was  then  resolved  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  only 
who  pay  scot  and  lot. 
i^Kkwdi,  P£TITIO^s.  A  petition  of  Richard  Rams-^ 
'^*  'botham,  esq.  against  the  return  of  the  honourable 
Fulk  Greviile  and  John  Williams,  esq.  for  bribery 
and  treating. 

Committee  appointed  9th  Feb.  1803. 
Reported  15th  February,    "  That  Mr.  Greviile 
was  duly  elected." 

**  That  Mr.  Williams  was  not  duly  elected." 
*'  That  Mr.  Ramsbotham  was  not  duly  elected.*' 
*^  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that,  at  the 
last  election  for  the  borough  of  New  Windsor, 
John  Williams,  esq.  hath,  by  his  agents,  committed 
acts  of  bribery  and  treating,  whereby  he  is  inca- 
pacitated to  serve  in  parliament  upon  such  elec- 


tion.*' 


*^  That  Richard  Ramsbotham,  esq.  hath  by  his 
agents,  committed  acts  of  bribery.'' 

No  further  proceedings  took  place  in  the  house 
with  respect  to  the  latter  resolutions. 

CORPORATION. 

This,  according  to  the  present  charter,  granted 
anno  1  James  II.  1685,  consists  of  a  Mayor,  two 
Bailiffs,  twenty-eight  Burgesses,  who  are  chosen 
out  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  thirteen  of  whom 
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are  called  fellows  or  benchers  of  the  guildhall. 
From  among  these  last,  ten  are  chosen,  and  styled 
aldermen,  out  of  which  the  mayor  and  two  bailiffs 
are  then  to  be  elected. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION 

Is  in  all  the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot :  4th 
Nov.  I6S0. 
Number  of  voters — 300. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

POLITICAL   character. 

The  castle  interest  returned  both  members  for 
this  borough  from  the  memorable  contest  in  1780, 
between  Admiral  the  honourable  Augustus  Kep- 
pel,  afterwards  Lord  Viscount  Keppel,  and  Penis- 
ton  Portlock  Powney,  esq.  till  1804;  when  Mr. 
Ramsbotham  opposed  the  royal  interest,  and  he 
has  brought  in  one  member  ever  since. 
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Buckinghamshire  —  an  inland  county,  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Northamptonshire,  on 
the  east  by  Bedfordshire,  Herefordshire,  and  Mid- 
dlesex, on  the  west  by  Oxfordshire,  and  on  the 
south  by  Berkshire,  from  which  it  is  separated  by 
the  fiver  Thames.  Its  shape  is  oblong,  being 
about  60  miles  in  the  greatest  extremity,  and 
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its  greatest  breadth  about  16  miles,  being  about 
518,400  acres  of  land,  of  which  35^,000  acres  were 

^1  stated  to  be  arable,  and  about   170,000  acres  pas* 

turage,  with  about  5,000  acres  of  waste,  fit  for  cuU 
•  tivation.  It  contains  20,443  houses,  and  107,444 
inhabitants,  being  52,094  males,  and  55,350  fe- 
males, of  whom  20,138  were  returned  as  being 
employed  in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicrafts, 
and  25,083  in  agriculture.  It  has  fifteen  market 
towns,  viz.  Buckingham  and  Aylesbury;  the 
county  towns,  Amersham,  Beaconsfield,  Ches- 
ham,  Colnebrook,  Ivingho,  Newport- Pagnell,  01- 
ney,  Risborough,  Stony  Stratford,  Wendover,  Wj'- 
combe,  Winslow,  and  Great  Mario w  ;  and  185 
parishes.  It  is  divided  into  eight  hundreds,  viz. 
Ashendon,  Aylesbury,  Buckingham,  Burnham, 
Cottesloe,  Desborough,  Newport,  and  Stoke.  It 
is  included  in  the  Norfolk  circuit,  and  lies  in  the 
diocese  of  Lincoln,  and  province  of  Canterbury. 

:  Its  principal  rivers   are  the  Thames,  Ouze,  and 

Colne.  The  chilterns,  which  form  a  part  of  this 
county,  are  appropriated  chiefly  to  the  cultivation 
of  barley,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  vale  is  de- 
voted to  the  grazing  of  cattle  and  feeding  of  sheep, 
a  source  of  much  opulence  to  the  landholders,  and 
the  dairies  supply  vast  quantities  of  butter  to  the 
metropolis.  Fine  wheat  and  other  grains  are 
grown  in  the  uplands.  The  woods  produce  great 
quantities  of  beech.  The  manufacture  of  bone 
lace  is  carried  to  greater  extent  and  perfecttoo  in 
this  than  any  other  county,  particularlj  about 
Newport-Pagnell. 
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RSPRKSSNTATIVE    HISTORY. 

Linghamsbire  is  rendered  memorable  in  thd 
i]  world  by  a  contested  election  which  hap- 
io  the  year  1604,  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
rtieft  were  Goodwin  and  Fortescue.  Good- 
s  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons  duly 
.  The  lords  desired  a  conference.  The 
08  having  expressed  their  surprise,  the 
icribed  this  interference  to  the  king ;  the 
ns,  therefore,  begged  his  majesty  would  be 
of  their  privileges.  The  king  insisted  upon 
riding  a  conference  with  the  judges,  if  they 
not  with  the  lords.  The  commons  de- 
hemselves  ready  to  confer  with  the  lords 

proper  subject  where  their  privilege  was 
icerned. 

reason  that  the  king  interested  himself  in 
action  was^  that  he  thought  his  advice  not 
:  any  outlaw  was  despised,  by  the  House 
ig  Goodwin  duly  elected.  The  commons, 
d  by  the  speaker,  waited  on  the  king,  and 
d  him  that  Goodwin's  election  was  duly 

on,  and,  consequently,  Fortescue*s  was 
that  the  outlawries  against  Goodwin  were 
rdebt;  that  he  had  sat  unquestioned  in 
parliaments  since  the  outlawry ;  and  that 

it  wad  not  strictly  pleadable,  because  of 
icies  in  formality.  The  king  insisted  upon 
irence  between  the  commons  and  judges, 
it  the  result  be  reported  by  the  house  to 
vy  council.     The  commons    proposed  to 

law  that  no  outlawed  person  hereafter  sit 
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in  the  House,  s^ad  to  confer  with  the  judges,  not  to 
revereo  what  they  bad  doQQ)  but  that  tb^y  might 
profit  by  the  ju<;^ea'  lewoiog,  and  aatiafy  the  kingw 
Finding  th^  kii^,  bowe¥er«  reaolute,  a  committoQ 
waa  appointed :  and  the  houae  ordered  that  tht 
said  committee  should  only  inaist  on  the  suppoil 
and  explication  of  the  reasons  already  giv^n,  and 
not  proceed  to  any  other  argument  or  answ* 
Shameful  flattery  to  tb^  kiog,  however,  ia  aaswtei 
by  some  to  ha?^  degraded  Sir  Francis  Bacon  oA 
this  ocqiiaion  ;  and  it  wa9  observed  that  no  aock 
CQQcessioii  had  been  made  by  the  commons  to  my 
king  since  the  Conquest.  It  was  disputed  v.he« 
tber  th^  House  of  Commons  could  properly  h^ 
c^ed  a  court  of  record.  The  king  proposed  that 
neither  Goodwin  nor  Fortescue  should  sit  ia  tjm 
l^ouse,  and  it  was  accordingly  resolved  that  a 
Dew  writ  should  be  issued  for  Bucks.  GoodmiQ 
,  voluntarily  resigned  bis  claim  in  a  letter  to  the 
speaker. 
^  May  23,  1685,    A  petition  of  Thomas  Hack?(^ 

^  101.      complaining  of  the  undue  election  and  return  oC 
Thomas  Wharton,  osq. 
No  determination. 
jToorniii,        Auotbcr  petition,  March  19,  1787. 
v.r?i.peo.     j^^  sitting  member  declared  duly  elected. 

PETITIONS.  April  4«  1785  :  the  Right  HeB* 
f^iup'ssd  Ralph  Earl  Verney,of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland*  aad 
certain  freeholders  in  hJs  interest,  petitioned  agiVBat 
the  rqturn  of  John  Aubrey,  esq,  for  this  county* 
it  having  been  obtained  by  illegal  meana.  Mr« 
W.  Grenviile,  who  waa  returned^^with  Mf •  Aa^ 
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brey^  was  not  made  a  party  to  the  petition,  bis  re^^ 
turn  being  unquestioned. 

The  numbers  on  the  poll  were — For  the  Right 
Hon.  Wm.  Wyndham  Grenville   4  .  .  i  S86I 
John  Aubrey,  esq.    •••.•44.  1740 
Right  Honourable  Earl  Verney  .  .  17 16 

After  the  petitions  had  been  read,  a  dispute 
^ipae  rwpectiog  the  mode  of  proceeding,  i.  e.  whe* 
tlMf  by  separate  hundreds,  or  through  the  whold 
county.  The  committee  determined  the  petitioner 
to  go  through  the  whole  of  this  case. 

The  trial  waa  only  carried  on  for  ^\x  days.  On 
Monds^f  April  1 1,  the  petitioner's  counsel  having 
m^de  two  objections^  the  committee  determined 
against  them,  and  formally  declined  any  further 
piocead&ng  against  the  sitting  member*  These 
pli^Mtiona  were  to  the  votes  of  a  subdistributor  of 
stampSf  and  a  coljecfor  of  the  window  tax«  Mr« 
Aubrey  was  hereupon  declared  duly  elected^ 

]P0L]XICAL   CIIAEACTJBB4 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  has  the  absolute 
nomination  of  one  member  for  this  county.  The 
other  seat  was  cont^ted  in  1784,  as  mentioned  in 
our  representative  history4  The  principal  inter* 
est,  next  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  is  be- 
tweeothe  Earl  of  Chesterfield^  Lord  George  Ca-« 
^aadisb.  Lord  Viscount  Hamden,  Sir  John  Aii-* 
bregp.  Sir  John  Dash  wood  King,  and  Richard 
Lowndes,  esq*  one  of  the  present  members* 
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BUCKINGHAM. 

Buckingham,   the  county  town  of  Bucking-^ 
hamshire,    l6i   miles  from   Aylesbury,    and    57 
from  London  by  Uxbridge,  is  seated  on  the  river 
Ouze,  in  a  very  low  ground,  over  which  it  has  three 
stone  bridges ;  it  contains  531   houses  and  9,605' 
inhabitants,  being  1,180  males  and  1,495  females,' 
of  whom  313  only  were  returned  as  being  em-* 
ployed  in  trade  and  manufacture.     This  includes- 
the  hamlets  of  Barston,  Gawcot,  and  Lenborough. 
The  town  consists  of  one  long  street,  the  houses 
being  meaiily  built,  and  many  of  them  thatched. 
Thefre  is  verv  little  trade  or  manufacture  here,  ex-' 
cept -lace-making,   in  common   with  almost  the! 
whole  county.     The  town  is  a  great  thoroughfare' 
to  Chester,  Ireland,  &c.  Market-day  on  Saturday,' 
very  well   attended.      Fairs,    Monday   se'nnight 
after  old  Twelfth-day,  March  7,  May  6,  Thurs- 
day  in  Whifsun  week,  July   10,    September  4, 
October  9,  and  November  &• 

EEPRESBNTATIVi  HISTORY. 

BuckinghatD  is  a  very  ancient  borough.  It  was 
however  so  inconsiderable,  at  the  Roman  Con« 
quest,  as,  according  td  Doomsday-book,  to  have 
paid  only  for  one  hide  of  land  ;  and  it  had  only 
96  burgesses  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor. 
This  town  is  said,  by  Willis,  to  have  been  the 
only  borough  in  the  county  at  the  time  of  the 
Conquest.  It  never  sent  members  to  parliament 
before  the  last  of  Henry  VIII.  according  to  the 
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principle  of  giving  this  privilege  to  boroughs  by 
charter.  But  it  sent  to  the  national  assembly  or 
coancil,  as  a  trading  borough,  so  early  as  1.1  Edw. 
IlL  when  only  the  chief  towns  of  trade  were  sum- 
moned :  no  knights  of  the  shire  were  convened  to 
this  council.  In  the  S7th  of  the  said  king,  it  was 
summoned,  but  made  no  returnt  and  thus  discon- 
tinued to  send  until  the  36tb  Henry  VIII.  as 
above  mentioned. 

In    1 660,   Francis  Ingoldsby,  esq.    petitioned  Cvew, 
against  the  return  of  John  Dormer,  esq.  ^' 

Sir  Edward  Turner  reported  that  the  question 
was,  whether  the  bailiff  and  twelve  burgesses,  or 
the  freemen  at  large,  had  right  to  elect  members. 

Resolved,  *'  That  the  bailiff  and  twelve  bur- 
gesses had  right  to  elect.'' 

^*  That  John  Dormer,  esq.  and  Sir  Richard  Tem- 
ple, who  were  chosen  by  the  bailiff  and  twelve 
buij^esses,  were  duly  elected.  To  which  the 
House  agreed." 

March  19,  1678.  A  double  return  :  Lord  Vis- 
count Latimer  and  Sir  Peter  Tyrrell  by  one  inden- 
ture, and  Lord  Viscount  Latimer  and  Sir  Richard 
Temple  by  a  second. 

The  first  determined  to  be  well  and  duly  re-  ^ 
turned.  ^ 

October  25,  1680.  A  petition  of  fir  Peter  Tyr- 
rell, bart. 

March  24, 1681.  A  petition  of  Sir  Peter  Tyrrell, 
bart.  and  Charles  Blount,  esq* 

No  determination. 

May  83>  1685.    A  petition  of  Lord  Latimer 
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and  George  Grenville,  esq.  against  the  return  or 
Sir  Richard  Temple  and  Sir  Ralph  Verney. 

Nov.  19,  dismissed ;  the  petitioners  neglectioig 
to  prosecute  their  claim. 

January  22,  1688.  A  petition  of  Sir  Petf* 
TyrrelK  bart.  and  Richard  Atkins,  esq.  against 
t^  return  of  Sir  Rtchard  Temple  and  Sir  Ralph 
Verney  to  the  convention. 

Resolved,  '*  That  Sir  Richard  Temple  and  Sir 
Hiilph  Verney  are  duly  elected.** 

October  6^  1690.  A  petition  of  Sir  Richard 
Atkyns  and  Sir  Peter  Tyrrell,  baronets,  and  of 
John  Rogers  and  several  ethers  of  the  bui^esses 
and  inhabitants  of  this  borough ;  setting  forth 
that  Sir  Richard  Atkyns  and  Sir  Peter  Tyrrell 
M'ere  duly  chosen  by  the  burgesses  and  inha- 
hitaots,  who  have  a  right  to  elect,  but  Sir  Richard 
Temple  and  Alexander  Denton,  esq.  are  re« 
turned  as  duly  chosen  by  the  twelve  burgesses, 
exclusive  to  the  rest  of  the  burgesses  and  inhabits 
ants,  in  injury  to  the  petitioners,  and  violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  borough,  and  praying  the  con* 
iideration,  &o. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  bo* 
rough  was  read :  that  this  borough  had  a  right  to 
send  members  to  parliament  before  the  present 
fDCorporation ;  that  the  petitioners,  in  pursuance 
of  such  their  right,  with  many  others,  were  at  the 
last  election,  on  the  19th  of  February,  1689,  and 
then  tendered  their  voices,  and  demanded  a  poll 
of  the  bailiff,  who  denied  the  same,  and  confined 
IM  nleeMop  to  himself  and  twelve  burgesses^  in 
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jhjbry  t6  th6  pr^itioo^ts ;  dttd  ft^yiDg  \h^  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  thAt  the  election  mdy  be 
mtidie  void,  and  a  new  one  granted,  that  the  peti- 
tioners may  be  allowed  their  voices. 

Resolve :  "  That  the  right  of  election  of  bur- 
^tMe^  to  serr^  in  parliament  fbr  thi'd  borough  is 
^  the  bailiff  and  twelvie  burgesses  of  this  boirough 
oiily/' 

**  That  Sir  Richard  Temple,  K.  B.  bart.  and 
Atet^nder  Dentoti,  eaq.  ftfe  duly  elected  burgesses 
fo  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for  the  said  bo- 
rough." 

Nov.  99,  1695.  A  petition  of  divers  inhabit- 
ants, on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  setting 
forth  that  thid  borough  i^  a  borough  by  prescrip- 
ttoft,  and  that  Sir  Richard  Atkyns  afid  James 
TytteW,  eg({.  were  unanimously  chosen  membeta, 
16  i€Qrv^  in  the  present  parliament,  by  the  inba^ 
bftiinM  of  this  borough ;  that  the  bailiff  and  twelvfe 
i;tipital  butgesse^  have,  without  the  consent  of  the 
inhabitanta,  takM  upon  them  to  return  Sir  Hichard 
TMUpie  and  Aleicander  Denton^  esq.  as  represent- 
ativea  for  the  said  borough,  to  the  manifest  pre«- 
judice  of  the  petitioners'  right,  and  praying,  &c. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

March  3,  1713.  A  petition  of  Sir  Richard 
Temple  and  Sir  Edmund  Denton,  barts.  was  read 
against  the  return  of  Thomas  Chapman,  esq.  and 
John  Radcliffe,  M.  D. 

Upon  the  whole  the  committee  resolved, 

^^That  Tbomaa  Chapman,  enq.  and  John  R«d- 
cliffe,  M.  D.  are  duly  elected  burgesses  to  serve 
ia  this  present  ptirliament  for  thiii  borough/' 
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The  said  resolutions  being  twice  read,  were 
^g^eed  to  by  tbe  House. 

March  96,  171^.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Chap* 
man,  esq.  was  read,  shewing  that,  at  the  last  elec^ 
tion  for  this  borough,  Alexander  Denton,  Abra- 
bam  Stanyon,  esqrs.  and  the  petitioner,  were  can<i- 
didates ;  that  (h^  baili0*  refused  several  good  and 
legal  votes  for  the  petitioner ;  and  admitted  several 
others  for  Mr.  Stanyon  who  bad  no  vote ;  and  re« 
jturned  Mr.  Stanyon,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  peti- 
tioner, and  praying,  &c. 

May  11.     Petition  withdrawn. 

|:OEPORATIOK. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  III.  this  town  had  a 
mayor  and  three  bailiffs ;  but  being  decayed  in 
Its  trade  and  consequence,  it  bad  afterwards  only 
one  bailiffj  and  was  by  charter  (1  Mary)  re-incor- 
porated by  the  style  of  a  bailiff  and  twelve  capital 
burgesses,  who  were  by  Charles  II.  changed  into 
a  mayor  and  aldermen.  This  however  lasted  only 
four  years,  and  being  then  revoked,  the  old  esta- 
blishment took  place  again,  apd  so  continues. 

Number  of  voters: — 13. 

][Ieturning  officer — the  bailiff. 

IPOLITICAL   CHARACTER, 

This  town,  although  it  gives  name  to  the 
county,  is  of  the  utmost  insigniBcance,  and 
comes  exactly  under  the  description  of  a  rotten 
borough.  It  possessed  gr^at  opulence,  and  was 
the  county  town,  \vhere  the  assizes  were  held, 
until,  by  the  partiality  of  lord  chief  justice  6aldi- 
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win,  who  bought  the  manor  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
YIIL  the  county  gaol,  assizes,  and  county  bu- 
siness were  removed  to  Aylesbury. 

The  corporation  consists  entirely  of  the  friends 
and  dependents  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
who  has  the  sole  and  absolutQ  disposal  of  the  bo^ 
jougb. 

AYLESBURY. 

Aylesbury,  a  borough  and  market  town  in  the 
hundred  of  Aylesbury,  Bucks,  is  17  miles  from 
Buckingham,  and  39  from  London,  on  a  branch 
of  the  Thames;  and  contains  679  houses  and  3,186 
inhabitants,  of  whom  408  were  returned  employed 
in  trade  and  manufacture.  The  country  round, 
though  low,  is  extremely  fertile.  The  vale  of 
Aylesbury,  a  large  tract  of  land,  extending  for 
many  miies,  almost  from  Tame,  on  the  borders  of 
Oxfordshire,  to  Leighton  in  Bedfordshire,  is  reck- 
oned the  richest  land  iti  England,  and  feeds  an 
incredible  number  of  sheep.  The  streets  lie  round 
the  market-place,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  a  con- 
venient hall,  where  the  quarter  sessions  and  Lent 
assizes  are  held.  Laccrmaking  is  carried  on  here 
to  a  great  extent.  The  market  on  Saturday  is 
well  supplied  with  all  kinds  of  provision. 

REPRESENTATIVE    CHARACTER. 

The  representative  history  of  this  town  is  the 
most  important  in  the  annals  of  Parliament,  as  it 
involves  the  famous  cause  of  Ashby  and  White, 
being  a  contest  between  Law  and  Pri vil^e,  which 
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))r6duc«d  io  fterioud  a  diflfe^ence  between  the  two 
Houde«,  nn  obliged  the  Queen  to  prorogue  the 
Parliament. 

Atthby  hud  brought  an  action  against  White 
attd  others  the  eonataMes,  who  are  returning  offi'i» 
cer^  of  this  borough,  for  not  receiring  his  vote. 
The  House  of  Commons  considered  the  intef<» 
ference  of  a  court  of  law  in  a  question  which  con* 
cemed  the  right  of  election  as  a  breach  of  their 
privilege,  and  ordered  all  the  parties  concerned 
therein^  counsel,  attorney,  and  others,  to  be  taken 
into  custody.  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt  was  also 
ordered  to  attend  the  House;  but  disregarding 
dke  summons^  the  Speaker  was  directed  to  prO^ 
teed  with  the  mace  to  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench)  and  command  his  attendance  upon  the 
House.  The'  Chief  Justice  is  said  to  have  repliedi 
*^  Mr.  Speaker!  if  you  do  not  depart  fVom  this 
Conrti  I  will  commit  you,  though  you  had  the 
whole  House  of  Commons  in  your  belly.*' 

Since  this  time,  actions  have  been  frequently 
brought  by  voters  against  returning  officers  for  re- 
fusing to  receive  their  votes  being  duly  qualfied, 
and  verdicts  have  been  obtained. 

In  1784)  Sargent  brought  an  action  against 
Milward,  mayor  of  HastingSi  for  refusing  his  vote, 
which  he  tendered  at  the  election  for  Sir  Godfrey 
Webster  and  Sir  Stephen  Lushington,  and  though 
his  vote  would  have  had  no  influence  upon  the 
return.  Sir  Godfrey  Webster  and  Sir  Stephen 
Lushington  having  only  a  small  minority  of  votes ; 
A(^  jury^  which  Was  special,  gave  him  a  verdict, 
with  two  handted  }K>undfe  datn^ges,  at  the  sum^ 


AIM  asftised  for  the  cotintj  of  Sussex,  in  the  sam^ 
year. 

The  bribery  case  in  1814,  when  the  right  of 
voting  was  extended  by  act  of  parliament  to  the 
freeholders  of  the  hundred  of  Aylesbury,  forms 
another  prominent  feature  in  the  history  of  this 
borough. 

This  borough,  within  the  county  of  Backing-  caraw.M. 
ham,  was  incorporated  by  Queen  Mary  in  thej[^7*^' 
year  1 563,  and  sent  representatiyea  to  Farliamenf 
next  year.  Dr.  Willis  writes,  they  were  chosen 
by  the  bailitf,  9  aldermen,  and  19  burgesses ;  but 
by  neglect  of  keeping  up  the  community,  the  cor- 
poration became  dissolved :  after  which,  in  the 
14th  and  98th  of  Elizabeth,  the  lords  of  the  manor 
made  the  returns. 

Petitions.  June  9,  1693.  A  petition  from 
Sir  Thomas  Lee,  ban.  but  never  heard. 

April  98,   1 691.    A  petition  from  James  Her^ 
bert,  esq.  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Simon  Mayne. 
Resolved  t  **  That  Simon  Mayne,  esq.  is  duly 
elected.'* 

Nov.  95,  169S.  A  petition  of  Simon  Mayne, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Herbert,  who  is  re- 
turned with  Sir  Thomas  Lee. 

Resolved  :  "  That  the  right  of  election  of  bur- 
s^esses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is 
in  all  the  householders  of  this  borough,  not  re- 
ceiving alms." 

**  That  James  Herbert,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a 
hofgesrs  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  thffi 
borough ;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House/* 
Dec.  12,  1698.     Petitions  from  Simon  Mayne, 
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esq.  Richard  Cockman,  and  other  inhabitants, 
on  behalf  of  the  said  Simon  Mayne,  esq.  were 
read  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Herbert. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  16.  A  petition  from  Robert  Dormer,  esq. 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Thomas  Lee. 

No  determination. 

December  23,  1698.  A  petition  of  Richard 
Heywood,  and  other  inhabitants,  against  the  re- 
turn of  Sir  Thomas  Lee. 

Resolved,  '^  That  James  Herbert,  esq.  is  duly 
elected." 

^*  That  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  bart.  is  not  duly 
elected.'* 

*^That  Robert  Dormer,  esq.  is  duly  elected.'' 

The  last  resolution  passed  in  the  negative ;  and 
a  new  writ  was  ordered. 

March  6,  1698.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Lee, 
bart.  against  the  return  of  Robert  Dormer,  esq. 

No  determination. 

January  3,  1701.  A  petition  of  Simon  Mayne, 
esq.  was  read,  as  also  one  from  Richard  Cockman 
and  other  inhabitants  of  this  borough,  complaining 
against  the  constables  arbitrarily  rejecting  legal 
votes. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  26,  1703.  The  petition  of  Thomas  Cock- 
man  was  again  read. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  8.  Ordered,  ^'  That  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  of  Aylesbury  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition  touching  the  election  of  the  said 
borough.'* 
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The  famous  Cause  of  Ashhy  and  White. 

Jan.  17,  1703.  Ordered,  some  members  to  be 
ippoiDted  to  search  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  as  to  their  proceedings  tipon  a  writ  of 
error  in  a  cause  between  Matthew  Ashby  and 
William  White,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House. 

—  18.  Ordered:  "  That  the  same  members  do 
search  the  offices  of  the  Queen's  Bench  for  the 
record  of  the  judgment,  and  all  the  other  pro- 
ceedings in  that  cause,  and  report  the  same/* 

—  20.  "  Ordered  to  be  reported  to-morrow 
morning/' 

—  21.  Mr.  Freeman  reported.  That  the  com- 
mittee had  searched  the  Lords'  Journals,  and 
found  as  follows. 

**  December  6, 1703.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice 
^brought  into  the  House  a  writ  of  error,  wherein 
Matthew  Ashby  is  plaintiff,  and  William  White 
and  others  are  defendants." 

"  January  14.  After  hearing  counsel  on  the 
writ  of  error  depending  in  this  House,  wherein 
Matthew  Ashby  is  plaintiff,  and  William  White 
and  others  are  defendants,  and  debate  thereon, 
question  put,  to  adjourn  till  to-morrow — Nega- 
tived.—Question — Whether  the  judgment  should 
be  reversed — passed  in  the  affirmative/' 

Mr.  Brewer  reported,  "  That  the  Queen's  Bench 
had  been  searched  for  the  judgment  and  proceed- 
ings in  this  case,  and  a  copy  thereof  was  ob- 
tained/' 

The  copy  being  laid  before  the  House,  it  appear- 
ed to  be  an  action  brought  by  Matthew  Ashby,  esq. 
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against  William  White  and  others,  late  constables 
of  Aylevbury,  for  rciusiog  tbeir  votes  at  the  late 
election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
said  borough;  upon  which  the  said  Matthew. 
Ashby  obtained  a  verdict^  but  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  gave  judgment  for  the  defendants. 
Upon  this  a  writ  of  error  was  brought,  and  the 
plaintiff  obtained  judgment  in  Parliament, 

Jan.  95.  This  day  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
report  of  the  Lords'  Journal  touching  the  pro* 
csedings  on  a  writ  of  error  in  the  case  between 
Ashby  and  White  and  others,  &c.  when  the  maU 
ter  was  fully  debacedt  (see  the  debate  at  large  in 
the  State  Trials,  vol.  viii,  p.  89*)  snd  the  com- 
mittee adopted  the  following  resolutions,  which 
weie  reported  by  Mr«  Freeman  on  the  S6th. 

Resolved:  ^^  That,  according  to  the  known  laws 
and  usage  of  Parliament,  it  is  the  sole  right  of  the 
Commons  of  England,  in  parliament  assembled, 
(except  in  cases  otherwise  provided  for  by  act  of 
parliament,)  to  examine  and  determine  all  matter^ 
ratatiog  to  the  right  of  election  of  their  own  mem* 
hers.'* 

Resolved:  ^^  That,  according  to  the  known  laws 
and  usage  of  Parliament,  neither  the  qualification 
of  any  elector,  nor  the  right  of  any  person  elected, 
is  cognizable  or  determinable  elsewhere  than  before 
the  Commons  of  England  in  Parliament  assem^ 
bled,  except  in  such  cases  as  are  specially  pro* 
vided  for  by  act  of  parliament." 

Resolved :  ^'  That  the  examining  and  determin-* 
ing  the  qualification  of  any  elector  or  any  person 
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or  ebevliere»  than  before  the  CommoM  hi  fioglaoA 
MsanibJad,  (except  in  wcfa  eaaea  aa  are  apeeiaUjr 
provided  for  by  act  of  parliament,)  wiU  expoae  M 
BUijrora,  bailiflbt  and  other  officera,  who  are  obliged 
la  take  the  poll,  and  make  a  return  thereupon^  to 
multiplicity  of  actiona,  vexatioua  auita,  andinaup-^ 
pwtahle  expenses,  and  will  aubject  them  to  differ^ 
ent  and  independent  juriadictions,  and  inconaia^ 
tent  dfitenninatioQa  in  the  aame  case,  without 
latief/' 

Reaolved)  ^^Tbat  Matthew  Aahby  having  in  con^ 
toiqitof  the  juffiadietion  of  thia  Houae,  comoMaeed 
and  prosecuted  an  action  at  cominon  law,  against 
Wittiam  White  and  others  the  constables  of  Ayles- 
bury, for  not  veceiriBg  hta  vote  at  an  electbn  for 
^aiiytasea  to  serve  Hi  Parliament  for  the  said 
bopQugb  of  Ayloshmgr,  ia  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  this  House/^ 

Reaolved :  ^^  Thai  whoever  shall  presume  to  com- 
ttieeee  or  proaeoute  any  action,  indiotment,  ot 
Snfiirmatbn,  at  oommon  law,  which  shall  bring 
the  right  of  the  electors,  or  persona  elected  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  to  the  determination  of  any 
other  jttriadiction  than  that  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, (except  in  oasea  specially  provided  for  by 
act  of  parliament,)  such  person  or  persona,  and  all 
atlomeya,  solicitors,  counsellora^  and  sergeants  at 
law,  prosecuting,  or  pleading,  in  any  such  case^: 
are  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this 
House/' 

These  i^eaolutions  being  read,  the  four  first  were 
ngiieed  to  by  the  House,  but  the  last  being  read  a 
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second  time,  an  amendment  was  made  by  leaving 
out  tbe  words  *'  common  law''  after  the  word 
**  information/'  thereby  making  it  general  in  all 
cases  ;  and  then  it  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered  :  **  That  the  said  resolutions  be  fixed 

upon  Westminster-hail  gate,  signed  by  the  clerk/' 

Hereupon  the  lords  published  the  state  of  the 

case  on  the  writ  of  error,  which  see  in  the  State 

Trials. 

N0V4  21,  17044  A  complaint  made^  that  Ro-r 
bert  Mead,  attorney  at  law,  had  preceded  in  the^ 
cause  of  Ashby  and  White  and  others,  and  taken 
the  defendants  in  execution,  in  breach  of  the  pri-' 
▼il^e  of  this  House. 

Ordered  to  be  heard  on  Thursday,  and  that  Ro^ 
bert  Mead  do  then  attend  this  House, 

28rd.  Order  for  hearing  read,  but  deferred  till 
Tuesday  se'nnight,  and  thatt  Robert  Mead  do  then 
attend. 

A  further  complaint  was  made,  that  several  new 
actions  had  been  brought  (since  the  resolutions  of 
last  session  of  Parliament)  by  John  Paty,  John 
Oviatt,  John  Paton,  junior,  and  Henry  Basse,  and 
prosecuted  by  the  said  Robert  Mead,  in  breach  of 
the  privilege  of  this  House,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
heard  on  Tuesday  se'nnight,  and  said  John  Paty, 
John  Oviatt,  John  Paton,  junior,  and  Henry 
Basse,  do  then  attend,  and  copies  of  the  original 
declarations  be  laid  before  the  House. 

S4th.     Ordered^  'bat  Daniel  Home,  a  plaintiff 
in  one  of  the  actions  against  the  constables  of 
Aylesbury,  do  attend  on  Tuesday  se'nnight. 
Dec.  5.  The  House  proceeded,  and  the  serjeant 
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It  anus  proved  the  service  of  orders  on  the  p^r«< 
sons  who  were  to  attend  :  but  Mr.  Mead  not  at- 
tending, a  witness  was  examined,  and  proved  Mr. 
Mead's  proceedings  in  the  five  new  actions,  and 
tfae  declarations  were  delivered  in,  and  one  of 
them  read. 

'  The  several  plaintifis  were  called  in  and  exa«* 
mined ;  and  the  House  resolved 

"  That  John  Paty,  of  Aylesbury,  has  been  guilty 
of  commencing  and  prosecuting  an  action  at  com- 
mon  law  against  William  White,  and  others,  the 
late  constables  of  Aylesbury,  for  not  allowing  his 
vote  in  the  eliection  of  members  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment, contrary  to  the  declaration,  in  high  con- 
tendpt  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  in  breach  of  the 
known  privileges  of  this  House  ;  and  resolved  the 
same  of  the  other  plaintiffs,  and  committed  every 
one  of  them  to  Newgate !'' 

- '  Resolved :  **  That  Mr.  Robert  Mead,  has  been 
guilty  of  soliciting  and  prosecuting  (as  attorney  at 
kiw)  divers '  actions  at  common  law  against  Wil- 
liam'White  and  others,  late  constables  of  Ayles- 
bury, for  not  allowing  divers  votes  in  the  elec- 
tion of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  contrary 
to  the  declaration,  in  high  contempt  of  the  juris- 
diction* and  in  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
Hoiise,  and  ordered  him  into  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms/' 

.  The  said  persons  continued  in  Newgate  until 
the  1st  of  February,  1704. 

February  1.  Ordered,  the  keeper  of  Newgate 
do   bring  to*morrow   to  this  House  John  Paty, 
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Joba  Oviott,  John  Paton,  junior,  and  Henry: 
9M8e,  cooHiiitted  by  this  Hoiree. 

9nA.  The  said  persons  were  brought  end  exe« 
mined,  and  were  remanded. 

Michaelmas  term,  1704.  An  habeas  corpus 
was  moved  for  in  the  Queen's  Bench,  by  the  saiA 
pefwns,  and  they  were  brought  up;  but  the 
court,  against  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Holt, 
femanded  them  :  whereupon,  John  Faty  and 
Jcrhn  Oviatt  petitioned  the  queen  for  a  wrkof 
eiMr  to  bring  this  last  proceeding  of  the  court  of 
Queen's  Bench  into  Parliament. 

94th.    Tfaereifpon  the  House  resolved, 

**  That  an  humble  addxess  be  presented  to  her 
majesty,  humbly  to  lay  before  her  majesty  fhe 
undoubted  right  and  privily  of  the  Commons  of 
England  in  Parliament  assembledi  to  commit  fcf 
breach  of  privilege,  and  the  commitments  of  this 
House  are  not  examinable  in  liny  other  court  what- 
soever, and  that  no  such  writ  of  error  was  ever 
brought,  ncNT  does  any  writ  of  error  lie  in  this 
case ;  and  that  as  this  House  has  expressed  their 
duty  to  her  majesty  in  giving  dispatch  to  all  the 
supplies,  so  they  have  an  entire  confidence  in  'her 
mi^esty's  goodness  and  justice  that  she  will  not 
give  leave  for  any  writ  of  error  in  this  case,  whdch 
will  tend  to  the  overthrowing  the  undoubted 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Commons  of  England/' 

Resolved :  *'  That  whoever  has  abetted,  promoted, 
countenanced,  or  assisted,  the  prosecution  of  the 
several  writs  of  the  habeas  corpus  brought  for  the 
prisoners  committed  by  this  House,  and  sisoe  their 
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being  remaDded  hare  endeavoured  the  procurii^ 
writs  of  error,  are  guilty  of  conspiring  to  make  a 
difference  between  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Par- 
liameni  assembled,  are  disturbers  of  the  peace  of 
tlie  kingdom,  and  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  in 
them  lay,  to  overthrow  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  Commons  of  England  in  Parliament  assem- 
bled/' 

Ordered,  *^  That  a  committee  do  enquire  what 
persons  have  been  concerned  in  soliciting,  prose-- 
eating,  or  pleading,  upon  the  writs  of  habeas  cor« 
pus,  or  writs  of  ernor,  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners 
committed  to  Newgate  for  breach  of  the  privilege 
of  this  House,  or  what  other  persons  have  abetted 
or  prooioted  the  same/' 

96th.  Secretary  Hedges  reported  the  queen's 
noswer  to  the  above  address. 

^  Her  majesty  is  much  troubled  to  find  the  House 
^*  of  Commons  of  opinion,  that  her  granting  the 
^  writs  ofemr  mentioned  in  their  address  is  against 
^  their  privileges,  of  which  her  majesty  will  be  as 
^  tender  as  of  her  own  prerogative  ;  and  therefore 
^  the  House  of  Commons  may  depend  her  majesty 
*^  will  not  do  any  thing  to  give  them  any  just  occa- 
*  nioB  of  complaint ;  but  this  matter  relating  to 
^  the  course  of  judicial  proceedings  being  of  the 
'*  behest  importance,  her  majesty  thinks  it  neces- 
^mfy  to  weigh  and  consider  very  carefully  what 
^  my  be  proper  for  her  to  do  in  a  thing  of  so  great 
■  eoncem." 

Oidered,  to  consider  this  message  to-morrow 
Doming. 

The  £arl  of  Dorset  reported  from  the  comipittee 
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to  examine  what  persons  have  been  concerned  in' 
soliciting^  prosecuting^or  pleading,  upon  the  writ* 
of  habeas  corpus,  or  writs  of  error,  &c.  ;  and  it 
appeared  to  the  committee  that  Mr.  Alexander 
Denton  moved  for  the  habeas  corpus,  Sei^eanl 
Hook  moved  to  shorten  the  day  for  the  return, 
Mr.  Francis  Page,  Mr,  James  Montague,  Mr.  Ni- 
cholas Leechmere,  and  the  said  Mr.  Denton^ 
pleaded  on  the  return  of  the  said  writs,;  that  Mr, 
Montague  and  Mr.  Leechmere  attended  as  coun* 
sel  at  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt's  chamber,  to  con- 
sider what  entry  to  make  on  reniittitur  ;  that  the 
sergeant's  messengers  had  endeavoured  to  serve 
Mr.  Lee  of  Clement's  Inn,  but  not  meeting  himv 
shewied  his  clerk  the  original  order  of  summons^ 
which  he  refused  to  read,  or  receive  a  copy  there- 
of; and  that  another  messenger  had  personally; 
sumihoned  Mr.  Harris  ;  but  neither  Mr.  Lee  nor 
Mr.  Harris  attended. 

Resolved  :  **  Mr.  Lee  of  Clement's  Inn  having 
been  summoned  to  attend  a  committee  of  this 
House,  and  not  attending  thereupon,  is  guilty  of  a 
contempt  and  breach  of  privilege  of  this  House ; 
also  that  the  like  resolution  in  regard  to  Mr.  Har- 
ris ;  and  ordered  both  of  them  to  be  committed 
to  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms." 

Resolved :  ''  That  Mr.  F.  Page,  Mr.  Montague, 
Mr.  Denton,  and  Mr.  Leechmere,  in  pleading  on 
the  return  of  the  habeas  corpus,  on  behalf  of  the 
prisoners  committed  by  this  House,  are  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  privilege  of  this  House,  and  ordered 
them  severally  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at 
arms."    Also, 
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Ordered,  that  the  several  persons  who   wer^  ' 

committed    to  Newgate,   be   removed    into    the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms. 

97tb.  The  sergeant  at  arms  acquainted  the 
House  that  he  had  received  the  persons  who  were 
committed  to  Newgate,  and  bad  also  taken  Mr. 
Montague,  but  that  he  sbewed  a  protection  from 
the  House  of  Lords,  (upon  tbe  petition  of  tbe  said 
persons,)  by  which  tbe  said  Mr.  Montague,  Mr. 
Page,  Mr.  Denton,  Mr.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Lee,  were 
assigned  counsel  and  attorneys  for  the  said  per- 
sons, and  protected  by  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
that  all  ofiQcers,  seigeants  at  arms,  and  other  per- 
sons, were  forbid  to  meddle  with  them  :  that  Mr. 
Leechmere  had  escaped,  Mr.  Harris  was  in  cus- 
tody, and  that  Mr.  Page  and  Mr.  Denton  were 
oot  to  be  found:  whereupon  a  committee  was 
ordered  to  search  the  journals  of  the  House  of 
LfOrds,  what  proceedings  have  been  taken  in  this 
matter  in  that  House. 

98th.  Mr.  Bromley  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Lords,  viz. 

February  36.  Upon  reading  the  petition  of  the 
persons,  prisoners  in  Newgate,  in  relation  to  some 
proceedings  for  obtaining  the  writs  of  error,  and 
praying  amongst  other  things  the  protection  of  the 
House,  it  was  ordered  to  consider  the  petition  next 
day,  and  the  judges  to  come  prepared  to  speak  to 
the  point,  whether  a  writ  of  error  be  a  writ  of 
right,  or  a  writ  of  grace;  and  that  the  petitioners 
have  notice,  that  if,  when  they  send  the  names  of 
their  counsel  and  agents,  and. they  desire  to  be  pro- 
tected, they  shall  have  the  protection  of  the  House 
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for  them.  In  pursuance  of  which  order  they  sent 
the  names  of  James  Montague,  Nicholas  Leech- 
mere,  Alexander  Denton,  Francis  Page,  counsel* 
lors  at  law  ;  William  Lee,  John  Harris,  sutorneys 
at  law. 

Whereupon  the  Lords  ordered  the  said  counseU 
lors  and  attorneys  to  have  the  protection  and 
privilege  of  the  House,  in  the  advising,  applying 
for,  and  prosecuting,  the  said  writs  of  error,  and 
that  all  keepers  of  prisons,  and  gaolers,  and  all 
sergeants  at  arms,  and  other  persons  whatever,  be 
strictly  prohibited  from  arresting,  imprisoning,  or 
otherwise  detaining  or  molesting  them,  any  or 
either  of  them,  as  they  and  every  of  them  will 
answer  the  contrary  to  this  House.  In  the  said 
report  are  also  two  petitions  of  the  said  persons  to 
the  Lords,  which  are  printed  at  large  in  the  State 
Trials,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  140,  141. 

After  this  report  the  seigeant  acquainted  the 
House  that  Mr.  Denton  was  taken  into  custody. 

A  message  was  then  brought  from  the  Lords  to 
desire  a  conference  in  the  painted  chamber  upon 
some  ancient  fundamental  liberties  of  the  king. 
dom,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed,  who  went,  and  being  returned. 

The  Marquis  of  Hartington  reported ;  that  the 
conference  was  managed  by  the  Earl  of  Sunder- 
land, who  informed  them,  the  conference  was  de- 
sired, to  keep  up  a  good  corresponrlence  between 
the  two  Houses;  that  when  either  House  has  ap- 
prehended the  proceedings  of  the  other  to  be  liable 
to  exception,  a  conference  has  been  the  usual  an* 
cient  parliamentary  method,  in  order  to  lay  opeD» 
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and  49bf te  tbe  OMtter,  to  rectify  wkat  bat  been 
amiss,  or  that  that  House,  which  thought  itself  in* 
jmed  might  be  satisfied  tbi|t  tbe  cause  of  the  com- 
plaint was  groundless:  for  this  reason,  the  Lords 
b«v9  coi^maoded  tbe  House  to  be  acquainted,  that 
QQ  cowideratioa  of  the  petition  of  Dl^aiel  Homes 
Henry  Basse,  John  Paton,  jun.  aard  %lso  on  tbe 
petition  of  John  F%ty,  apd  John  Ovis^t,  com- 
plaining  of  their  being  inbprisoned  for  about  twelve 
weell^s,  hj  several  warrants,  signed  by  the  speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons^  for  commencing  and 
prosecuting  actions  at  common  law  i^inst  the  late 
constables  of  Aylesbury,  for  not  allowing  tbar 
fotes  at  an  election  of  members  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
jnenf,  which  actkuis  they  were  encouraged  to 
bring  by  reason  of  a  judgment  given  in  Parliament 
upon  m  writ  of  enor  brought  in  the  last  sessions, 
hy  one  Asbby  against  White,  and  also  representing 
what  bad  been  done  by  them  in  order  to  obtain 
thmr  liberty;  and  also  on  consideration  of  the 
fotea  of  tbe  House  of  Commons  of  tbe  94th  inst, 
the  House  of  Lords  had  found  themselves  obliged 
to  come  to  several  resolutions,  which  they  bad  or- 
dered to  be  communicated  i^t  this  conference,  viz. 

Resolved  by  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal : 
^^  That  neither  house  of  parliament  hath  any  power, 
^^  by  any  vote  or  declaration,  to  create  to  them- 
^*  eelves  any  new  privil^e,  that  is  not  warranted 
**  by  the  known  laws  and  customs  of  Parliament/' 

**  That  every  freeman  of  England,  who  appre« 
««  bends  himself  to  be  injured,  has  a  right  to  seek 
^*  redresfl^  by  action  at  law,  and  that  the  com- 

nencing  and  prosecuting  any  action  at  common 

Jaw  i^gainst  any  person  not  entitled  to  privilege  of 
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**  Parliament  is  no  breach  of  privilege  of  Parlia- 
^*ment." 

'^  That  the  House  of  Commons,  in  committing 
*<  to  Newgate  Daniel  Home,  Henry  Basse,  John 
"  Paton,  jun.  John  Paty,  and  John  Oviatt,  for 
^*  commencing  and  prosecuting  an  action  at  com- 
^'mon  law  against  the  late  constables  of  Ayles- 
"  buty,  for  not  allowing  their  votes  in  elections  of 
^^  members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  upon  pretence 
*^  that  their  doing  so  was  contrary  to  a  declaration, 
**  a  contempt  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  a  breach  of 
*^  the  privilege  of  that  House,  have  assumed  to 
«<  -themselves  alone  a  legislative  authority,  by  pre- 
'^  tending  to  attribute  the  force  of  a  law  to  their 
^^  declaration,  have  claimed  a  jurisdiction  not  war- 
*^  ranted  by  the  constitution,  and  have  assumed  a 
'*  new  privilege,  to  which  they  can  shew  no  title 
^*  by  the  law  and  custom  of  Parliament,  and  have 
^  thereby,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  subjected  the 
**  rights  of  Englishmen,  and  the  freedom  of  their 
^^  persons  to  the  arbitrary  votes  of  the  House  of 
**  Commons." 

^'  That  every  Englishman,  who  is  imprisoned  by 
"  any  authority  whatever,  has  an  undoubted  right 
**  by  his  agents  or  friends,  to  apply  for,  and  obtain 
*^  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  in  order  to  procure  his 
**  liberty  by  due  course  of  law/* 

'*  That  for  the  House  of  Commons  to  censure  or 
<^  punish  any  person  for  assisting  a  prisoner  to  pro- 
*'  cure  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  or  by  vote  orother- 
"  wise  to  deter  men  from  soliciting,  prosecuting, 
^*  and  pleading  upon  such  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
*^  in  behalf  of  such  prisoner  is  an  attempt  of  dan- 
^'  ^erous  consequence,  a  breach  of  the  m^ny  good 
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statutes  provided  for  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
**  and  of  pernicious  example,  by  denying  the  ne« 
'*  cessary  assistance  to  the  prisoner,  upon  a  com- 
'^  mitment  of  the  House  of  CommoDS,  which  has 
**  never  been  allowed  upon  any  commitments  what- 
**  soever.*' 

"  That  a  writ  of  error  is  not  a  writ  of  grace  but 
^*  of  right,  and  ought  not  to  be  denied  the  subject 
**  when  duly  applied  for,  though  at  the  request  of 
^*  either  House  of  Parliament,  the  denial  whereof 
**  being  an  obstruction  to  justice,  and  contrary  to 
**  Magna  Charta." 

That  the  Lords  in  these  resolutions  have  ex- 
pressed the  r^ard  and  tenderness  they  always  had, 
and  will  ever  maintain  for  the  people  of  England, 
and  for  the  liberties  of  their  persons,  and  also  their 
zeal  agamst  all  innovations  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
known  course  of  law,  whereupon  the  happiness  of 
our  coDstitutlon  depends,  and  hope  upon  recol- 
lection, the  House  of  Commons  will  be  of  the 
same  opinion  in  all  the  particulars  resolved  by  the 
Lords,  and  agree  with  their  lordships  therein. 

Ordered  to  be  considered  to-morrow. 

March  1st.  Considered  the  report  of  the  con-* 
ference,  and  ordered  the  managers  to  draw  up  what 
is  proper  to  he  offered  at  the  next  conference. 

Srd.  The  Earl  of  Dysart,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  enquire  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
soliciting,  prosecuting,  and  pleading  upon  the  writs 
of  habeas  corpus,  or  writs  of  error,  on  the  behalf  of 
the  prisoners  committed  to  Newgate,  for  breach 
of  the  privilege  of  this  House,  reported,  that  one 
Mr.  Clifton  had  been  summoned  to  attend  the 
committee,  but  had  not  attended,  and  several  sum- 
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moos'  had  been  Tstued  for  Mr.  Csesar,  one  of  the 
CQJEsitors  of  LoadoB  aad  Middlesex,  ib  order  to  be 
examined  in  regard  to  the  applications  for  making 
out  writs  of  error  in  befaalf  of  John  Oviatt,  &c. 
and  though  so  summoned,  had  not  obeyed  the 
same. 

Resolved :  ''  That  Mr.  Clifton  and  Mr.  Caesar, 
having  been  summoned  to  attend  a  committee  of 
this  House,  and  not  attending  thereon,  are  guilty 
of  contempt  and  of  a  breach  of  privilege  of  this 
House,  and  ordered  the  said  parties  to  be  taken 
into  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arma.'' 

6th.  The  sergeant  at  arms,  reported,  that  a 
lierson  had  brought  him  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
under  the  great  seal  for  Mr.  Montague  (in  his  cua« 
tody)  to  be  brought  up  (as  he  was  informed)  be- 
fore the  lord-keeper,  aad  he  delivered  it  at  the 
table,  where  it  was  read ;  and  that  he  heard  ano* 
ther  like  writ  was  granted  for  Mr.  Denton,  whichf 
whilst  this  matter  was  in  debate,  was  delivered  to 
the  House,  and  the  House  was  of  opinion  that  any 
person  committed  by  the  House  of  Commons  was 
not  bailable  within  the  act  of  habeas  corpus, 
31  Car.  n. ;  but  came  to  no  resolution. 

Mr.  Bromley  reported  from  the  committee  ap« 
pointed  to  draw  up  what  was  proper  to  be  offered 
to  the  Lords  at  the  next  conference,  what  they  had 
drawn  up,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  delivered 
it  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  read, 
and  with  some  amendments  agreed  to.  See  State 
Trials,  vol.  viii.  p.  149. 

Resolved  to  desire  a  conference  with  the  Lords 
on  the  subject  of  the  last  conference. 
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7tb.  The  Lords  haring  egited  to  the  coBfeieiice, 
the  same  managers  who  managed  the  last  Gonfiur-* 
etice  attended  the  same,  and  Mr.  Bromley  repcMrted, 
they  had  delivered  to  the  Lords  what  the  Househad 
directed ;  upon  which  a  message  was  brought  to 
the  House  from  the  Lords  to  desire  a  free  conference 
to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  to  which  the  bouse 
agreed  to  send  an  answer  by  their  own  messengers. 

8tb«  The  House  sent  a.  message  to  the  Lords 
that  when  the  House  received  their  message  yes* 
terday,  the  House  was  just  rising,  but  they  now 
agree  lo  a  free  copference  whenever  their  lordships 
should  appoint,  and  ordered  the  same  managera. 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  carried  the  message,  but 
reported  the  Lords  were  up,  after  which  the  House 
re-assumed  the  consideration  of  the  matter  in  re-  ^ 
gard  to  the  two  writs  of  habeas  corpus  granted  to 
bring  Mr.  Montague  and  Mr.  Denton  before  the 
lord-keeper. 

Resolved  :  <^  That  no  commoner  of  England, 
committed  by  the  House  of  Commons  for  breach  of 
privilege,  and  contempt  of  the  House,  ought  to  be 
by  any  writ  of  habeas  corpua,  made  to  appear  in 
any  other  place,  or  before  any  other  jurisdicature 
during  that  session  of  pariiament  wherein  such 
person  was  committed." 

Resolved:  ^^  The  sergeant  at  arms,  attending  this 
House,  do  make  no  return  of,  or  yield  any  obe«' 
dience  to,  the  said  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  and  for 
such  his  refusal,  he  shall  have  the  protection  of  the. 
House  of  Commons.'' 

Resolved :  '^  That  the  lord-keeper  be  acquainted 
with  this  resolution^  to  the  end,  that  the  said  writs 
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of  habeas  corpus  maybe  superseded  as  contrary  to 
law  and  the  privileges  of  this  House." 

9th.  The  clerk  of  the  House  reported,  he  had 
acquainted  the  lord-keeper  with  the  resolution : 
and  then. 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  reported,  he  having  been 

to  the  Lords  with  the  message  relating  to  the  free 

conference,  the  Lords  agreed  to  meet  the  House  at 

two  o'clock  this  day ;  and  the  managers  went,  and 

•    being  returned, 

Mr.  Bromley  reported,  the  managers  had  met 
the  Lords  at  a  free  conference,  which  lasted  very 
long,  when  the  managers  for  the  Commons  took- 
notice  of  some  invasions  of  the  House  of  Lords  in 
point  of  judicature,  particularly  as  to  appeals,  the 
Lords  broke  up  the  conference,  whereupon  the 
House  ordered  the  managers  to  draw  up  what 
passed,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  House  with  all 
convenient  speed. 

15tb.  Mr.  Bromley  reported,  the  managers  had 
drawn  up  what  passed  at  the  free  conference,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 
journals. — See  the  same  at  large  in  State  Trials, 
vol.  8.  p.  149. 

The  same  day  the  Lords  drew  up  a  representa- 
tion of  this  matter  in  an  address  to  the  queen 
(which  see  in  same  vol.  of  State  Trials,  p.  163-170) 
in  order  to  obtain  the  writ  of  error ;  to  which  the 
queen  (on  the  14th  of  March)  gave  the  following 
answer. 
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"My  Lords, 

*^  I  should  have  granted  the  writ  of  error  desired 
"  in  this  address,  but  finding  an  absolute  necessity 
*^  of  putting  an  immediate  end  to  this  session,  I 
"  am  sensible  there  could  have  been  no  further 
"  proceedings  upon  that  matter/* 

Ordered,  by  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  iu 
Parliament  assembled,  that  the  humble  thanks  of 
this  House  be  presented  to  her  majesty  for  her 
most  gracious  answer,  in  which  she  has  expressed 
so  great  a  regard  to  the  judgment  of  this  House, 
so  much  compassion  to  the  petitioners,  and  such 
tenderness  to  the  rights  of  the  subject. 

The  same  day  the  queen  came  to  the  House,  and 
put  an  end  to  the  sessions,  which  also  put  an  end 
to  this  affair. 

Nov.  14, 1705.  A  petition  of  Simon  Harcourt,' 
esq. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  97j  1708.  A  petition  of  John  Essington, 
esq. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

March  S,  1713.  A  petition  of  Nathaniel  Mead 
and  John  Deacle,  esqrs. 

No  determination. 

March  86,  1715.  A  petition  of  Simon  Har- 
coilrt  and  Philip  Herbert,  esqrs. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

1804.  Petition  of  William  Freemantle,  esq. 
against  the  return  of  Robert  Bent,  esq. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

This,  by  act  of  parliament  in  1804,  is  in  the 
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Freeholders  of  the  hundred  of,  and  in  all  the 
Hpuaeholdera  of  the  borough  €^  Aylesburj  not 
receiving  alms. 

NU1IB£R   OF   TOTER6— 1900. 

Rkturking  ovfic£R6 — the  Constables  of  the 
borough,  chosen  at  the  court  leet  of  the  lord  of 
the  manor, 

PATfiONS-^Marquis  of  Backinghami  and  Lord 
Gaoige  Augustus  Henry  Cavendish. 

POLITICAl.  CHARACTER. 

This  borough  was  under  the  influence  of  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham  till  1804,  when  a  sharp 
contest  took  place.  Scrope  Bernard,  esq.  and 
WiUiam  Freeaontle  were  candidates  on  the  piK 
iron's  interest,  and  were  opposed  by  James  Dapr^ 
esq.  and  JRobert  Bent,  esq.  The  numbers  on  tlie 
poll  were. 

For  James  Dupr^,  esq.      -    -    3$6 
Robert  Bent,  esq.  -    -     -    960 
Scrope  Bernard,  esq.  «    -     180 
William  Freemaotte,  esq.       S4 
Xhe  first  two  were  consequently  declared  duly 
elscted  ;  but  a  petition  was  presented  against  the 
return  by  William  Freemantle,  esq.  and  certain 
electors,  which  was  tried  the  S9th  February,  1804, 
when  the  system  of  bribeiy^  so  common  to  all  the 
boroughs,  was  laid  open.     Sir  <?eoige  Cornwall, 
chairman  of  the  committee  reported  to  the  House, 
that  James  Dupr^,  esq.  one  of  the  ait  ting  members 
was  duly  elected ;  but  that  the  election  was  void 
with  regard  to  Robert  Bent,  esq.  the  other  mem* 
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ber,  who  had  been  returned,  and  that  he  had  by 
himself,  or  his  agents,  been  guilty  of  bribery  and 
corruption  prerious  to,  and  at  the  said  election. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  the  19th  of  March  fol- 
lowhig.  It  was  ordered,  that  so  new  writ  should 
be  issued  for  a  member  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Bent. 
An  act  was  passed  after  great  debates  to  extend 
tberightof  voting  for  the  borough  of  Aylesbury 
to  the  three  adjoining  hundreds,  when  the  in*- 
fluence  of  its  elective  right  was  contested  between 
the  two  great  families  of  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham and  Lord  George  Augustus  Henry  Cavendish« 
The  latter  prevailed  after  a  severe  contest,  and  his 
son  was  elected,  since  which  time  these  noblemen 
llave  coalesced,  and  each  nominates  a  member. 

COAPORATIOK. 

The  corporation  by  negligence  in  keeping  up  the 
svceesiion  was  dissohred. 


CHIPPING-WYCOMBE. 

Osf  ppikg-Wtcombs  is  a  borough,  maricet  town, 
and  pariah  in  the  hundred  of  Desborough,  Bucks^ 
99  miles  from  London;  containing  818  houses 
and  45948  inhabitants,  of  whom  801  were  returned 
m  being  employed  in  trade.  The  town  consists 
principally  of  one  extensive  street,  on  the  south 
of  which  runs  a  smaU  river,  which  foils  into 
Thmei,  two  miles  below  Marlow.  There 
ieveral  naoer  and  com  mills  in  the  neiebbour- 
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^  hood,  which  constitute  the  chief  traffic  of  the 

f  place.     The  market  on  Friday  is  well  supplied, 

t  particularly  with  corn.     Fair,  35th  September. 
I 

\*  .  REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

:  This  ancient  borough  sent  members  to  Parlia* 
I  ment  for  more  than  three  hundred  years  before 

any  other  in  the  county  of  Buckingham  were  res- 
tored. It  is  supposed  to  have  been  first  incor- 
porated in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. ;  but  the 
right  of  election,  which  is  now  in  the  corporation 
only,  was  formerly  in  the  inhabitants  at  large: 
for  we  find  it  sent  members  ever  since  the  98th 
of  Edward  1.  and  the  returns  were  made  by  the 
sheriff  and  burgesses  till  the  7th  of  Edward  IV. 
>f  and  afterwards  by  the  sheriff  and  mayor.      At 

which  time,  and  antecedent  to  that  period,  the 
sheriff  certified,  that  this  was  the  only  borough 
in  his  bailiwick  whereby  it  had  pre-eminence 
over  every  other  town  in  the  county,  and  it  is 
still  the  best  built  and  wealthiest  town  in  Buck- 
inghamshire, and  has  the  best  market.  The  right 
of  voting  could  never  be  in  corporations  before 
*  such   partial  bodies  were  established ;    and   the 

yrovd  burgenteSj  as  interpreted  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  the  case  of  Abingdon  and  many 
others,  was  always  understood  to  mean  the  inha- 
bitants of  a  borough,  just  as  the  English  words 
commanaliyj  and  community  meant  the  commons^ 
or  the  whole  community  of  a  place ;  though  Dr. 
Brady  has  contended,  and  committees  of  the 
House  of  Commons  have .  sometimes  determined, 
that  these  words,  notwithstanding  their  compre- 
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b^nsive  mining,  extended  only  to  the  corporation^" 

CiT  to  some  partial  and  inconsiderable  portion  of 

the  inhabitants  of  a  place,  and  generally  to  such 

as  are  non •residents,  and  ought  to  have  no  share 

in  the  elective  right  of  a  borough,  where  they 

lieither  contribute  to  the  rates  and  taxes,  nor  bear 

the  burthen  of  pnblic  offices.     Such  is  now  the 

Mate  of  this  townf  and  many  other  opulent  and 

populous  cities  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  such 

as    Bath,   Salisbury,   Edinburgh,    Glasgow,    and 

many  others,  where  the  right  of  election  is  con-* 

fined  to  a  self-elected  corporation  of  a  few  indivi"* 

duals,  though  the  population,  in  some  of  these 

places,  exceed  a  hundred  thousand  persons.     The 

injustice  of  such  a  shadow  of  representation  is 

Only  equalled  by  its  absurdity  I 

•    PETfTioxs.    This  borough  was  summoned  to  Canity  p. 

send  representatives  to  Parliament  from  the  SSth 

of  Edward  I. 

'  The  precepts  were  directed  at  first  to  the  bai- wui^^im. 

Kfls  of  the  liberty,  of  the  honour  of  Wallingford, 

who  made  no  return  of  the  sherifTs  precept  in 

the  !^th  and  30th  of  Edward  I.  and  in  the  3d  and 

4th  of  Edward  11.  as  it  is  set  out  in  the  Brevta^  rs^c, 

Parliameniaria  Rediviva;  but,  in  the  register,  the  "*"• 

names  of  the  representatives,  for  those  years,  are 

inserted  if^  the  list.    Dr.  Willis  writes : — the  stew-  ^»^\««»Ni^ 

TOI.  I.  p. 

ards  of  this  liberty  made  the  returns  during  the  94. 
reigns  of  Edward  the  First  and  Second,  and  in 
the  beginning  of  Edward  the  Third. 

May  5,  1660.  Mr.  Turner  reported  from  the 
committee,  touching  the  double  return  for  this 
borough,  that  it  appeared  Richard  Brown,  esq., 

PART  II.  YOL.  I.  G 
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returned  by  one  indentore,  had  more  votes  thad 
Thomas  Scot,  esq.,  who  is  returned  by  another 
indenture,  when  the  mayor  ef  this  borough,  and 
the  clerk  of  the  crown,  were  ordered  to  attend  the 
bar  of  this  House  on  Monday  morning  next. 

The  mayor  of  this  borough  and  the  clerk  of  the 
crown  attended  at  the  bar,  and  did  there  amend 
the  return  for  this  borough,  and  inserted  the 
name  of  Mr.  Brown  in  the  indenture,  instead  of 
the  name  of  Mr.  Scot. 

Ordered  :  '^  That  the  mayor  of  this  borough  be 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  jergeant  at  arms» 
for  his  abuse,  in  making  a  false  return  for  thb^ 
borough." 

Feb.  18,  1673.  A  petition  of  Sir  Witliam 
Egerton,  K.  6.  and  Sir  John  Borlace,  complaining 
of  undue  practices  in  the  returns  for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

March  18.  The  clerk  of  the  crown  beii^ 
called  in,  took  off  the  return  of  Sir  William  Eger- 
ton, for  this  borough,  from  the  writ,  and  the  same 
was  cancelled  at  the  table. 

Jan.  7)  1673.  A  petition  of  John  Shirley,  and 
others,  against  the  return  of  Robert  Sawyer,  esq. 

No  report. 

May  SO,  1685.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Lewis 
and  William  Serjeant,  esquires,  touching  the  elec- 
tion of  this  borough. 

No  report, 

Oct.  26,  1703.  A  petition  of  Henry  Lord 
Shelborne,  against  the  return  of  Fleetwood  Dormer, 
esq. 

Oct.  28.    Resolved :  '«  That  Fleetwood  Dor- 
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Jtefy  esq.  is  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
this  parliament  for  this  borough/' 

Nov.  18,  1707.  Ordered:  "A  new  writ  for 
electing  a  burgess  for  this  borough,  in  the  room 
of  Fleetwood  Dormer,  esq.,  made  a  commissioner 
for  prizes.'* 

Oct.  94,  1728.  A  petition  of  Harry  Waller, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  Lord  Viscount  Shelbome 
and  Mr.  Egerton. 

Nov.  93.     Petition  withdrawn* 

Feb.  22,  1725.  A  petition  of  Harlry  Waller, 
eaq.  against  the  return  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Coll* 
year,  for  this  borough « 

Resolved:  «'That  the  Hon.  Charles  Collyear 
is  not  duly  elected  a  buigess  of  this  borough/' 

^'  That  the  late  election  of  a  burgess  for  this 
borough  was  a  void  election." 

March  8,  172d.  A  petition  from  Harry  Wal- 
ler, esq.  setting  forth  that,  notwithstanding  the 
resolution  of  this  House  on  the  22d  ult.  the 
mayor  of  this  borough  did  again,  on  the  3d  instant, 
return  the  Hon.  Charles  Collyear  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament. 

Ordered:  "  That  Mr.  Richard  Shrimpton,  mayor 
of  this  borough,  do  attend  at  the  bar  of  this 
House  on  Thursday  se'nnight." 

12th.  Complaint  being  made,  that  the  mayor  of 
this  borough,  having  been  served  with  an  order  of 
this  House,  for  not  permitting  Harry  Waller,  esq. 
or  his  agents,  to  inspect  the  public  books,  records, 
&c.  belonging  to  this  borough,  had  refused  to 
obey  the  same, 

Resolved,  nem.  con. :    ''  That  Mr.  Richard 
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Slirimpton,  mayor  of  this  borough,  having  refused  * 
to  obey  the  order  of  this  House  for  permittingw 
Harry  Waller,  ^sq.  or  his  agents,  to  inspect  the 
public  books,  records,  &c.  belonging  to  the  said 
borough,  for  the  said  contempt,  be  taken  into  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms/' 

Ordered :  **  That  Mr.  Shrimpton,  mayor  of  the 
said  borough,  do  forthwith  cause  the  ledger-bookit 
for  entering  the  names  of  such  persons,  as  have 
been  made  free  of  the  said  borough,  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  clerk  of  this  House/* 

l6th.  Ordered:  '*  That  the  sergeant  at  arms 
do  bring  Mr.  Richard  Shrimpton,  mayor  of  this 
borough,  in  his  custody  to-morrow/' 

17th.  The  House  proceeded  in  the  hearing  of 
the  Iseveral  complaints  in  the  matter  of  the  said 
election. 

Resolved,  mm.  con :  "  That  it  appears,  that  Mr. 
Richard  Shrimpton,  mayor  of  this  borough,  has 
been  guilty  of  divers  art)itrary,  illegal,  and  par- 
tial proceedings,  at  the  late  election  of  a  burgess 
to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament,  for  this  bo- 
rough, in  violation  of  the  freedom  of  elections." 

Ordered  :  *^  That  the  said  Richard  Shrimpton 
be,  for  the  said  offences,  committed  to  Newgate, 
and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  accord- 
ingly/'— Also, 

Resolved:  "  That  Edward  Marshall,  having 
presumed  to  read  the  proclamation  against  riots, 
whilst  the  burgesses  were  legally  assembled,  by 
virtue  of  his  majesty's  writ,  without  having  suf- 
ficient authority  so  to  do,  is  guilty  of  an  high 
infringement  of  the  freedom  of  elections :" — and 
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Ordered :  ^*  That  the  said  Edward  Marshall  be, 
for  the  said  offence,  committed  to  the  the  custody 
of  the  sergeaot  at  arms. 

CORPORATION. 

The  corporation  consists  of  a  Mayor,  Recorder, 
two  Bailiffs,  twelve  Aldermen,  a  Town  Cierk,  and 
an  indefinite  number  of  Burgesses,  being  freemen 
mhabiting  within  the  borough  ;  to  which  number 
the  corporation  have  also  thought  fit  to  add  several 
persons  noi  inhabiting  the  same,  by  constituting 
them  Honorary  Freemen,  or  Burgesses. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

In  the  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  and  Burgesses,  not  re- 
ceiving alms.    January  98, 1703. 

Number  of  toters — 50. 
Returning  officers — the  Mayor  and  two 
Bailiffs. 

PATEON8~-Sir  John  Dashwood  King,  and 

Sir  Thomas  Baring. 
The  influence  of  this  borough  was  ,for  many  years, 
possessed  by  the  late  Marquis  of  Lansdown,  and 
Edmund  Waller,  t)f  Hall  Barn,  near  Beaconsfield, 
esq.,  to  whose  interest  the  present  patrons  suc- 
ceeded. In  1790,  the  late  Marquis  of  Lansdown 
procured  the  return  of  both  members.  The  num- 
bers on  the  poll  being,  for 

Earl  Wycombe 34 

Sir  John  Jervis .96 

Sir  J.  Dashwood  King 23 
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WENDOVER. 

Wendotsr,  a  borough  market  town  and  pa« 
rish  in  the  hundred  of  Aylesbury,  Bucks,  4}  miles 
from  Aylesbury,  and  35  from  London  ;  containing 
S64  bouses  and  1387  inhabitants.  It  is  a  poor 
mean  place,  and  possesses  no  trade  or  manufacture 
of  any  consequence.  It  has  a  market  on  Thursdayi 
and  a  fair  on  the  ISth  of  October. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  returned  burgesses  to  Parliament 
in  common  with  Amersbam  and  Marlow,  in  this 
county,  so  early  as  the  98th,  33rd,  34th,  and  Sdth 
of  Edward  I.,  and  in  the  1st  and  9nd  of  Edward  11. ; 
and  it  then  ceased  sending  till  the  reign  of  Jame^ 
I.,  a  period  of  more  than  four  hundred  years. 

In  the  twenty-first  year  of  that  reign,  Mr.  Hake- 
well,  a  learned  barrister  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  disco- 
vered, amongst  the  ancient  parliament-writs  in 
the  Tower,  the  returns  for  these  three  boroughs. 
Petitions  were  therefore  preferred  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  they  might  be  restored  to  their 
ancient  right,  or  franchise,  of  sending  burgesses 
to  Parliament,  and  that  writs  might  be  directed 
to  the  sheriff  of  Buckinghamshire  for  that  pur* 
pose.  Notice  of  these  petitions  was  given  to  the 
king,  who  declared  himself  unwilling  to  have 
the  number  of  burgesses  increased,  declaring  he 
was  troubled  with  too  great  a  number  already^ 
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aod  commanded  Sir  Robert  Heatb,  his  then  soli- 
citor, to  oppose  it  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  and 
most  of  the  Commons,  understanding  the  king's 
inclination,  used  their  utmost  endeavour  to  cross 
It;  but  so  irresistible  did  the  justice  of  their  claim 
appear,  that,  if  such  neglect  were  suffered  in  one 
borough,  it  might  be  in  more,  and,  consequently,  in 
all  the  boroughs  in  England ;  and  then  it  might 
follow,  that,  for  want  of  burgesses,  there  might  be 
DO  Parliament. 

As  for  these  three  boroughs,  it  appeared  that 
they  were  ancient  Parliament  boroughs  by  pre- 
scription, and  never  had  a  charter. 

These  petitions  were  presented  to  the  House 
May  18,  1631,  and  May  4, 1694.  The  committee 
Imported  by  Mr.  Glanville,  their  chairman,  that 
Wendover,  Amersham,  and  Marlow,  had  proved 
their  ancient  right  to  send  burgesses  to  Parlia- 
ment ;  whereupon  the  House  ordered  a  warrant 
from  the  speaker,  to  issue  new  writs  accordingly. 

This  precedent  ought  to  justify  the  city  of  Ely, 
and  the  ninety-four  boroughs  we  have  named  in 
the  first  volume  of  this  work,  as  having  sent 
members  to  Parliament  in  former  reigns,  in  now 
demanding  to  have  their  ancient  rights  restored ; 
especially  as  some  of  them  have  risen  to  great 
opulence  and  extensive  population,  while  those 
which  remain  have  many  of  them  sunk  into 
wretchedness  and  contempt,  or,  like  old  Sarum 
and  Gatton,  become  annihilated  in  every  thing 
but  the  name. 

Petitions.  Feb,  22,  1672.  A  petition  of 
William  Friend^  Francis  Wallis,  and  Beiyamin 
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Delafield^  and  one  of  Thomas  Wharton,  cftq.i 
against  Alderman  Backwell. 

March  19*  Resolved :  ^'  That  Alderman  Back* 
))ir^U  is  not  duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this 
J)orough." 

Oct.  34,  1703.  A  petition  of  Richard  Craw-* 
ley,  esq.,  against  Sir  Roger  Hill,  for  corruption  and 
indirect  practices. 

.  ,.Npv.  33.  Resolved: — Ist.  "That  persons 
coming  by  certificate  to  live  in  this  borough  are 
pot  entitled  to  vote  for  members  for  this  borough." 
.  ^nd.  ^^  That  Sir  Roger  Hill  is  not  duly  elected 
to  serve  for  this  borough." 

Pec,  5,  1710»  A  petition  of  Rich.  Crawley 
f^d  Edward  Sayer,  esqrs.,  againat  Sir  Roger  Hill 
and  Henry  Qrey,  esq.,  on  the  groupds  of  bribery 
apd  other  undue  practice^. 

^q  determination, 

RIGHT  OF  J^LECJIOK 

Is  in  the  Inhabitant  Hogsekeepers  within  the 
borough  not  receiving  alms.     Nov.  31,  1701. 

Persons  coming  by  certificate  to  live  in  the 
borough  have  not  a  right  to  vote. 

Number  of  voters — 100, 

Returning  officers—Two  Constables, 

PROpRiETOR-rr-Lord  CarHngton. 

political  character. 

This  is  one  of  that  class  of  excrescences  in  the 
constitution,  as  they  were  termed  by  the  great 
Earl  of  Chatham,  cMed  ^  proprietari/  borough.  It 
})eipg  the  sole  and  entire  property  of  Lord  Car- 
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ringtOD,  and  its  elective  franchises  are  iramrferabh 
m  ifie  market  like  any  other  goods  and  chattels. 

The  lordship  and  manor  of  Wendover  Forrens 
and  Wendover  Burgh,  with  the  borough  of  Wen- 
dover, was  part  of  the  demesne  of  the  crown  from 
the  Conquest,  and  formed  part  of  the  dower  of 
several  royal  females,  till  being  granted  by  James  I*. 
Co  Thomas  Gibbs  and  Lawrence  Whitaker,  esqrs.^ 
was  by  them  sold  to  the  son  of  the  great  Hamden, 
about  the  time  of  the  Restoration,  from  whodi  it 
passed  through  several  bands  to  the  present  pos- 
sessor. 

When  this  borough  was  in  the  possession  of 
the  late  Earl  Verney,  a  circumstance  happened 
which  is  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted.  The 
tenants  in  general  living  rent  free,  on  condition  of 
giving  their  votes  to  such  gentlemen  as  his  lord* 
Mp  should  nominate,  the  electors  were  prevailed 
upon,  in  1768,  to  accept  a  present  advantage  in 
preference  to  the  above  privilege. 

A  Mr.  Atkins,  a  considerable  lace  manufiM:- 
tnrer  in  this  place,  had  undertaken,  by  a  coup  de 
nMtn^  to  carry  the  election  against  his  lordship's 
interest,  and  conducted  his  measures  with  suck 
secrecy,  that  no  opposition  was  expected  until 
the  day  of  election.  At  this  moment,  to  the 
astonishment  and  confusion  of  Earl  Verney  and 
his  agents,  Sir  Robert  Darling,  a  former  sheriff  of 
London,  was  proposed,  and  immediately  returned 
by  a  considerable  majority.  This  disobedience  to 
his  lordship's  wishes  was  punished  by  the  voters 
being  instantly  ejected  out  of  their  houses,  and 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  huts  and  tents,  where 
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they  remained  for  six  months,  in  all  the  penitence 
of  sorrow,  until  a  promise  of  good  behaviour  in 
future  so  far  softened  the  rigour  of  this  noble  re- 
sentment as  to  suffer  them  all,  with  some  few 
exceptions,  to  repossess  their  former  dwellings. 

The  inhabitants,  however,  keeping  this  severe 
treatment  in  remembrance,  took  the  6r8t  opportu- 
nity to  retaliate  upon  his  lordship,  by  a  repetition 
of  their  former  conduct  in  1784;  when  his  lordship, 
having  every  reason  to  apprehend  that  he  should 
lose  bis  seat  for  the  county,  offered  himself  and  Mr. 
Jolliffe  as  their  candidates.    The  electors,  well 
knowing  that  the  deranged  state  of  his  lordship's 
private  affairs  would  oblige  him,  very  shortly,  to  sell 
his  property  in  the  borough,  took  the  opportunity 
of  again  putting  up  their  suffrages  to  the  highest 
bidder.     One  individual  engaged  that  two  candi- 
dates 'should   be  chosen,  against   his  lordship's 
interest  and  influence,  for  ^6,000.     This  being 
settled,  a  gentleman  was  employed  to  go  down, 
where  he  was  met,  according  to  previous  appoint- 
ment, by  the  electors,  at  a  mile  from  the  town. 
The  electors  asked   the  stranger  where  he  came 
from  ?     He  replied,  **  From  the  moon/'    They 
then  asked,  "  What  news  from  the  moon  ?" 
He  answered,  that  he  had  brought  from  thence 
jE6,000  to  be  distributed  among  them,  by  the 
borough  agent,  and  to  whom  the  money  was  then 
delivered.     The  electors  being  thus  satisfied  with 
the  golden  news  from  the  moon^  chose  the  candi- 
dates, and  received  their  reward. 

We  have  frequently  heard  of  lunar  influence  ; 
but  we  never  remember  to  have  met  with  such 
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prevailing  argaments  in  favour  of  it  as  the  above. 
No  one  can  therefore  be  surprised,  that  near  100 
persons  should  be  so  affected  by  this  Cynthian 
impuUtj  as  to  lose  all  sense  of  obligation  to  their 
noble  friend,  except  that  of  not  giving  him  the 
trouble  of  guarding  their  political  interests  any 
longer. 

The  borough  was  some  time  after  purchased  by 
J.  B.  Church,  esq.,  against  whom  a  feeble  opposi* 
tion  was  made  by  two  gentlemen  in  the  interest  of 
the  Marquis  of  Buckingham ;  but  as  the  moan 
had  withdrawn  her  influence^  it  failed  of  success. 
Mr.  Church,  previous  to  his  departure  for  Ame- 
rica, where  he  is  become  a  citizen,  sold  it  i^ain  to 
Lord  Carrington,  the  present  proprietor,  in  whose 
possession  it  remains. 


GREAT  MARLOW. 

Great  Maelow  is  a  borough,  market  town, 
and  parish,  in  the  hundred  of  Desborough,  Bucks, 
standing  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Thames,  under 
the  Chiltern  hills,  17  miles  from  Aylesbury,  and 
31  from  liondon;  containing  617  houses,  and 
39336  inhabitants,  viz.  1,436  males,  and  1,800 
females,  of  whom  306  were  returned  as  being 
employed  in  trade  and  manufaotures,  principally 
in  those  of  black  silk,  lace,  and  paper,  there  being 
several  paper  mills  on  the  river  Lodden  between 
this  town  and  High  Wycombe.  The  Thames 
conveys  various  goods  from  the  neighbouring 
towns,  especially  meal  and  malt  from  High  Wy« 
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combe,  and  beech  from  sereral  parts  of  the  coutity; 
with,  which  it  particularly  abounds.  At '  the 
Temple  MilUj  near  the  town,  is  an  extensive  ma- 
nu&ctory  of  copper  and  brass,  and  a  mill  for  preas* 
log  oil  from  rape  and  linseed.  The  market  is  oil 
Saturday.  Fairs  S9th  October  and  two  followibg 
days,  for  cattle,  pedlery,  provisions,  &c. 

REPRESBNTATIVE  HISTORY. 

.  This  borough  sent  fourteen  times  to  parlianfitnt 
before  the  3rd  of  Edward  II.  and  then  ceased  send- 
ing  for  upwards  of  400  years,  until  it  was  restored 
upon  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
81st  of  James  I.  (See  Wendover.) 
'  Nov.  9»  16*0.  Mr.  Maynard  reports  that  Mr. 
John  Borlace  and  Mr.  Ipsley  were  returned  to  thi 
clerk  of  the  crown  to  serve  as  burgesses  for  this 
borough  ;  after  which  the  under  sheriff  brought 
another  indenture,  wherein  John  Borlace  and  Mr. 
Hobbv  were  returned. 

Resblved  :  ''  That  the  under  sheriff  of  the  said 
county  of  Bucks  shall  be  sent  for  as  a  delin-^ 
quent.'' 

19th.  Ordered :  *«  That  John  Moore,  for  his 
misdemeanors  in  the  management  of  this  election, 
shall  be  sent  for  as  a  delinquent  by  the  sergeant  6f 
this  House.'* 

Petitions.— Oct.  25,  1680.  A  petition  of 
Thomas  Hobby,  esq.,  was  read. 

Dec.  81.  Resolved  :  "  That  Thomas  Hobby, 
esq.  is  not  duly  elected." 

.  June  3,  1685.  A  petition  of  Sir  James  Ethe- 
ridge  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 
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.No  determination. 

March  99,  16S9«  The  House  noticing^  that  by, 
the  returns  for  this  borough  there  is  a  return  in  the 
foUowiog  manner:  viz.  James  Chare,  esq,,  and 
Sir  William  Whitlock,  knight,  by  one  indenture, 
first  brought  io  by  the  under  sheriff  on  the  4tb  of 
March  :  and  James  Chace,  esq.  and  Ralph  Buck* 
nail,  by  another  indenture,  added  by  the  high 
sheriff,  on  the  18th  of  March,  the  question  was 
put  that  the  said  return  be  a  double  return. 

Petition  refused. 

Ordered :  '*  That  the  return  by  which  Mr. 
Bucknall  is  returned  be  taken  off  the  file/'     . . 

March  95,  I690.     A  petition  of  Ralph  Buck^ 
nail,  esq. 
'  Ito  determination^ 

Oct.  6.  A  petition  to  the  same  effect  from  the 
said  Mr.  Bucknall. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  97)  170s.  A  petition  from  several  inha- 
bitants of  this  borough  against  the  return  of  Jarne^ 
Chace,  esq. 

Ordered  to  be  withdrawn. 

Dec.  9,  1710.  A  petition  from  James  Chace, 
esq.  George  Bruere,  esq.,  and  several  other  inhabi- 
tants, against  illegal  practices,  &c.  in  the  election 
for  this  borough. 

:  8th.     Ordered :    "  The  several  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions." 

March  3,  1713.  A  petition  ef  William  Buck- 
Mil,  esq.  against  the  return  of  George  Bruere,  esq.. 

No  determination. 
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March  30.  A  petition  from  several  inhabitants 
against  the  return  of  George  Bruere,  esq. 

No  determination. 

March  SO,  1713.  A  petition  of  John  Gray* 
Stephen  Gray,  Richard  Holloway,  John  Martin, 
and  John  Webb,  against  the  return  of  Lord  SheU 
burne,  procured  by  bribery,  &c. 

No  determination. 

March  5,  1716.  A  petition  from  several  inha- 
bitants against  the  return  of  George  Bnlere,  esq. 
as  incompetent  of  being  their  representative. 

No  determination. 

.  A  petition  from  John  Gray,  Stephen 
Gray,  Rich.  Holloway,  &c.,  against  the  return  of 
Lord  Shelburne. 

May  20,  1717.  Resolved :  "  That  the  Right 
Honourable  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Shelburne,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  is  duly  elected  a  burgess 
for  this  borough. 

Oct  18, 173S.  A  petition  of  Bertram  Ashburn- 
ham,  esq.  against  the  return  of  Edmund  Waller, 
esq.  procured  by  bribery,  threats,  influencing  the 
constables,  &c. 

Jan.  14,  1733.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari.  ?•  Sir  John  Guise,  bart.  petitioner,  re- 
newed sess.  S  and  3,  against  Mr.  Clavering,  who 
was  voted  duly  elected. 

Pari.  7.  Lord  Sidney  Beauclerk,  petitioner 
against  Sir  Thomas  Hoby,  bart. 

Pari.  9.  Henry  Cunningham,  esq.  petitioner 
against  Mr.  Ockenden.  The  last  determination 
of  the  House,  Nov.  9,  1690,  when  it  was  resolved 
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that  those  inhabitants  only  who  pay  scot  and  lot 
have  a  right  to  vote,  was  read,  and  after  three 
days  hearing  the  petitioner  withdrew  his  petition. 

Parl«  12.  Daniel  Moore,  esq.  petitioned,  the 
same  was  tried,  but  the  House  found  the  sitting 
members  duly  elected. 

Pari.  13.  William  Matthew  Bent,  esq.  peti- 
tioned ;  but  on  the  7th  of  March,  I7699  requested 
leave  to  withdraw  it,  which  was  granted. 

Pari.  16.  Thomas  Keating,  esq.  a  major  in  the 
army,  petitioned,  not  renewed  the  3nd  session. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

This  was  resolved,  Dec.  91,  1680,  and  Nov.  91t 
1690,  to  be  in  those  inhabitants  only  who  pay 
scot  and  lot. 

NUMBXR  OF  VOTERS — 916. 

Retubnikg  OFFICER— The  Constable  chosen 
at  the  court  leet  of  the  lord  of  the  manor. 
Proprietor — Owen  Williams,  esq. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

This  borough  is  the  sole  property  of  Owen 
Williams,  esq.,  of  Temple,  near  this,  place,  one  of 
its  present  members,  who  purchased  one  moiety  of 
it  about  twenty  years  since  of  the  present  Sir 
William  Clayton,  and  the  other  of  Sir  John  Bor- 
lase  Warren.  It  is  one  of  those  many  boroughs 
which  can  boast  of  no  privilege  except  that  of  voting 
at  the  will  of  a  superior.  Some  may  think  it  to  be 
thus  exempted  from  the  trouble  of  choosing  for 
themselves,  a  considerable  advantage ;  for  by  this 
method  they  are  certainly  secure  from  the  censure 
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af4  tireak  judgment,  or  an  interested  choice  :  tbode* 
who  are  deprived  of  their  will,  can  neither  have' 
their  reason  condemned  nor  their  motive  scruti- 
nized. It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe,  that  Sir 
William  Clayton  resigned  his  seat  at  the  election 
in  1790,  to  Thomas  Williams,  esq.,  the  father  of 
the  present  proprietor. 


AGMONDESHAM,  alias  AMERSHAM. 

Amersh  AM  is  aborough  and  market  town,  in  the 
hundred  of  Burnhsm,  Bucks,  *i6  mrles  from  Lon- 
don; containing  397  houses,  and  9,130  inhabit- 
ants, being  957  males,  and  1,173  females,  of  whom 
I9I98  were  returned  employed  in  trade  and  manu- 
facture. The  town  consists  of  one  loKig  street, 
in  a  vale  between  woody  hills  near  the  river  Coin. 
It  has  a  good  market  on  Tuesday. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  having  returned  to  parliament, 
in  the  38th,  34th,  and  35th,  Edw.  I. ;  and  1st,  and 
dnd,  Edw.  II. ;  intermitted  sending  for  the  same 
period  as  Wendover  and  Great  Marlow,  until  i 
was  restored,  like  them,  by  petition,  3 1st  Jameg  I 
(See  Wendover.) 

Nov.  3,  1669.     Information  being  given   tb 
Sir  Ralph  Bovey  had  procured  a  return  of 
election  to  serve  for  the  borough  of  A gmondesh 
from  one  who  is  not  a  proper  officer, 

Resolved :  ''  That  Sir  Ralph  Bovey  was 
returned  by  the  proper  officer." 
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^'  That  Jonathan  Ball  be  brought  in  the  custody 
of  the  sergeant  at  arms,  upon  his  misdemeanor  ii^ 
having  njade  a  false  return  for  this  borough." 

Nov.  8.  The  indenture  of  Sir  Ralph  Bovey 
was  taken  off,  and  the  indenture  of  Sir  William 
Drake  affixed. 

.  17th.  A  petition  on  behalf  of  Jdnathan  Ball 
was  read,  when  Mr.  Speaker  informed  him  the 
House  bad  received  a  report  of  a  great  fault  und 
miscarriage  in  making  a  false  return  for  this  bo- 
rough, but  upon  bis  submission  did  discharge  him, 
paying  his  fees. 

Oct.  95,  1670.     A  petition  of  Algernon  Sidney. 

Resolved  :  ^^  That  Algernon  Sidney  is  not  duly 
elected." 

Nov.  3.     A  petition  of  Sir  William  Drake. 

Resolved:  ^^That  Sir  William  Drake  is  not 
duly  elected.'* 

March  24,  1680.  A  petition  of  Sir  Roger 
Hill,  and  also  a  petition  of  Algernon  Sidney  were 
read. 

The  Parliament  was  soon  after  dissolved. 

Dec.  18,  1698.  A  petition  of  Sir  Roger  Hill 
against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Gerrard. 

Jan.  6,  1699.  Resolved :  "  That  Sir  John  Ger- 
rard is  duly  elected.'' 

March  7,  1700.  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants, 
upon  the  death  of  Sir  John  Gerrard  was  offered  to 
the  House  relating  to  the  election. 

Refused  to  be  received. 

^ov.  2,  1705.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Web- 
?ster  against  the  return  of  Lord  Cheyne  and  Sir 
San)Tjel  Gerrard. 
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Resolved :  ^  That  William  Lord  Cheyne  and 
Sir  Samuel  Gerrard  are  duly  elected  burgesses,  to 
serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Agmondesham/' 

RIGHT    OF   ELECTION. 

This  was  resolved  by  the  House,  Dec.  11, 1680, 
and  Dec.  1,  170^,  to  be  in  the  Inhabitants  paying 
foot  and  lot  only. 

NUHBBE  OF  VOTERS — 130. 

Returning  officers — the  Constable,  chosen 
at  the  Court  Leet  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor. 
Proprietor — ^Thomas  Tyrwhitt  Drake,  esq. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  borough,  which  includes  id  its  limits  no 
more  than  one  half  of  the  place  which  bears  the 
above  name,  is  wholly  the  property  of  Thomas 
Tyrwhitt  Drake,  esq.  of  Shardeloes,  near  this 
place.  Sir  William  Drake,  bart.,  bought  it  of  the 
Earl  of  Bedford  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  It  is 
one  of  those  towns  which  admit  of  no  opposition; 
for  none  can  be  made  where  no  political  will  is 
enjoyed,  and  where  the  privilege  of  franchise  is 
only  the  necessity  of  obedience.  The  only  vice, 
therefore,  inherent  in  this  borough,  is  that  which 
attends  all  those  places  represented  at  the  discre- 
tion of  one  individual  instead  of  the  free  consent 
of  the  whole  community. 
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CHESHIRE. 

3ESH1RR  is  a  county  bounded  by  Lancashire 
le  north,  Shropshire  and  part  of  Flintshire  on 
90iifli,  Detby^ite  and  Mtaffbrdshire  on  the 
lod  south-east,  ind  Denbighshire  and  part  of 
bhire  oo  Ihe  west  and  nortb-we^t,  being  about 
liles  long  and  SO  broad ;  it  contains  about 
KX)  acre9  of  land,  two-thirds  of  which  are  in 
jrafe,  about  300,000  acres  arable,  and  nearly 
0 acres  uncqkivated,  including  woodlands.  It 
necityand  1^  market-towns,  viz.  Altrincham, 
;leton,  Frodsham,  Halton,  Knutsford,  Mac- 
keld,  Malpas,  Middle wich,  Nantwich,  North- 
,  Sandbact),  and  Stockport ;  apd  contains 
li  inhabited  houses  and  191,7^1  inhabitants, 
lom  67»447  vvere  returned  a9  being  employed 
tie,  mauMfacture,  or  handicrafts ;  and  38,832 
riculture.  It  contains  86  parishes;  and  liesf 
e  diocese  of  Chester  and  province  of  York, 
ssment  of  the  property  tax  1806,  1,747,853/. 
uqt  of  the  poor's  rates  1803,  84,991/.  being 
le  rate  of  3^.  5id.  in  the  pound.  Average 
of  mortality  for  10  years,  as  I  to  60  of  the 
iqg  population.  It  is  divided  into  7  hundreds, 
iroxton,  Bucklow,  Eddisbnry,  Macclesfield, 
wich,  Northwich,  and  Wirrall.  Its  principal 
I  are  the  Dee,  Weever,  and  Mersey.  Here 
iko  many  lakes  and  pools  well  stored  with 
This  county   is  particularly  famous  far  its 
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salt  works  and  its  cheese ;  and  more  calves  are  fed 
in  Cheshire  during  March  and  April,  than  in  any 
other  part  of  England ;  but  they  are  killed  very 
young,  in  order  to  save  the  milk. 

RKPRKSKNTATIVS  HISTORY. 

aicw.         This  was  a  county  palatine  by  prescription,    it 
4'ilml'p.   became  annexed  to  the  crown  in  the  time  of  Ed-« 
ward  I.     Before  the  statute  of  34  Henry  VIIL  it 
never  sent  knighu  of  the  shire  or  citizens  to  Par^ 
liament ;  but  by  that  act  it  sent  both. 

May  SO,  1685.  A  petition  of  Sir  Robert  Cottoo, 
bart.,  and  John  Mainwaring,  esq.,  touching  the 
election  for  this  county. 
No  determination. 

Nov.  10,  1705.  A  petition  of  Sir  George  War* 
burton,  bart.,  against  the  return  of  Langham  Booth, 
esq.,  by  reason  of  his  incompetency,  being  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Feb.  10,  1706.  Resolved,  ''  That  Langham 
Booth,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire 
for  this  county,  whereto  the  House  agreed.'' 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  influence  over  this  county  extends  itself  to 
many  opulent  families.  The  Earl  of  Stamford, 
Earl  Cholmondely,  Earl  Grosvenor,  Earl  of  Wil- 
ton, Lord  Crewe,  Lord  Combermere,  the  Egertons, 
Cholmondely  of  Vale  Royal,  Leigh,  Davenport, 
Warburton,  and  others.  We  have  heard  of  no 
contest  for  many  years,  and  it  is  generally  repre- 
sented by  one  of  each  party. 
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CHESTER. 

Chester  is  in  the  hundred  of  Broxton,  Che<> 
shire,  181  miles  from  London  by  Coventry  and 
Newport,  and  190  by  Litchfield.  It  is  a  very 
ancient  and  extensive  city,  with  a  noble,  bridge. 
of  13  arches  over  the  river  Dee,  which  falls  into 
the  Irish  Channel.  It  contains  two  parishes, 
and  3,109  houses,  inhabited  by  1^,059  persons, 
being  6,499  males  and  8,560  females,  of  whom 
9,149  w^re  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade 
and  manufocture.  It  consists  of  four  principal 
streets.  Chester  is  a  bishop's  see,  and  was  an- 
ciently part  of  the  diocese  of  Litchfield.  The 
diocese  contains  the  .counties  of  Cheshire  and 
Laocashire ;  part  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland, 
Cumberland,  and  Yorkshire;  two  chapelries  in 
Denbigh,  and  five  parishes  in  Flintshire ;  in  all 
266  parishes.  Its  market-days  are  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays,  the  markets  being  particularly  well 
supplied  with  fish  ;  and  fairs,  the  last  Thursday 
in  February,  for  cattle;  and  July  5  and  October 
10,  for  cattle,  clpth,  hardware,  hops,  &c. 

RSPRJCSENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  city  being  the  capital  of  a  county  palatine, 
did  not  send  members  to  the  national  Parliament 
before  they  were  granted  the  privilege  by  statute, 
34  Henry  VIII. 

February  19,  1679.  A  petition  of  William  Wil- 
liams, esq.,  against  the  election  of  Colonel  Wer- 
den. 
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May  97.  Resolved  :  *'  That  William  Williams, 
fesq.,  is  not  duly  elected.*' 

**  That  Robert  Werden,  esi^.  is  duly  elected  a 
itiember  to  serve  in  this  Parliament  for  this  city ; 
to  which  the  House  agreed/' 

March  27,  1690.     A  petition  of  Roger  Whitby 
and  George  Mainwarittg^  esqrs.,  against  the  fettir6 
df  Thomas  Grosvenor  and  Richard  Leving,  esqrs. 
Dec.  9.   Red6lved  :  «*  That  Sir  Thoiriw  Gros- 
Venor,  bart.,  atid  Richard  Leving,  esq.,  ar^  dirly 
elected  to  serVe  in  this  Parliatnent  for  this  city/* 
Dec.  13,  1693.    A  petition  of  Sir  William  Wil- 
liams against  the  election  of  Coloilel  Whitby, 
mayor  of  this  city,  and  Sir  Thomas  GrosveAtfr. 
Petition  withdrawn. 

Oct.  IS,  1792-     A  petition  of  Thomas  Brer^tcn 
and  Hugh  Williams,  esqrs.,  againM  the  retofh  of 
Sir  RichaiVl  Grosvenor  and  Sir  Henry  Banbury, 
by  reaton  of  bribery,  threatd,  promises,  &c. 
No  determination. 

Pari.  7.    Richard  Manlley,  esq.,  against  Robert 
Grosvenor,  esq. 

Pari.  S.     Richard  Manley  and  Hugh  Willianks^ 
esqrs.,  petitioners,  renewed  in  sess.  2,  3. 

Pari.  10.  Jame&  Mainwaring,  jun»,  ieisq.,  pieli* 
tioner  again§t  Mr.  Warburton. 

From  the  earliest  accounts  of  the  constitution 
of  Chester,  it  was  a  mercatory  guild,  or  corpora- 
tion of  merchants  and  artificers ;  and  that  it  was 
the  most  important  among  itd  cotemporaries  may 
be  inferred  from  its  being  well  known  as  the 
western  emporium  of  commerce  in  the  island  ; 
and  its  two  great  annual  fairs,  granted  by  the  first 
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catls,  are  to  existing  evidence  of  its  ancient  com- 
mercial consequence.  Its  trade,  in  the  time  of 
Edward  I.,  was  so  considerable,  that  it  paid  a  yearly 
fee-farm  rent  to  the  crown  of  100/. ;  but  the  har- 
bour being  choaked  with  sdnd,  the  trade  was  ne- 
cessarily transferred  to  Liverpool,  as  the  nearest 
and  more  convenient  port.  To  this  cause  may  be 
ascribed  the  present  opulence  and  prosperity  of 
Liverpool. 

The  corporation,  or  guild,  consisted  of  twenty- 
four  companies :  over  each  presided  an  alderman, 
who,  according  to  the  ancient  customs,  was  an- 
nually elected.     There  were  two  officers,  called 
keepers  of  the  guild,  who  admitted  freemen,  re- 
ceived customs,  rents,  and  fees,  and  who,  we  may 
suppose,  were  the  primitive  leave-lookers.  These, 
with  the  sheriffs,  who  derived  their  authority  from 
the  earl,  and  the  murengers,  probably  existed  be- 
fore there  was  a  mayor.    It  does  not  appear  when 
the  latter  chief  magistrate  was  introduced  into  the 
corporation  ;  for  a  charter  of  Henry  III.  mentions 
him  as  then  being,  and  not  as  then  created.    It  is 
however  evident,  that  all  the  above  offices  existed 
before  the  charter  of  Henry  VII.  dated  April  6, 
1506;  for  this  granted   no  new  offices  or  privi- 
leges :  it  confirmed   the  ancient  customs  of  jthe 
place,  and  gave  a  sacred  and  inviolable  sanction  to 
the  original  right  every  citizen  had  to  choose  all 
the  principal  officers  of  the  corporation  ;  but  the 
official  power  and  authority  was,  by  the  united 
efforts  of  intrigue  and  violence,  rendered  perpetual 
in  this  city  as  well  as  in  every  other  in  the  kingdom. 
To  this  may  be  attributed  the  office  of  alderman, 
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Which  was  originally  but  annual;  being  now,  in 
this   and  every  other  corporation,  held  for  life. 
Ambition  thus  availed  itself  of  the  natural  preju* 
dic6s,  and  the  most  grateful  affections  of  man* 
kind,  to  subject  them  to  first  oppression,  by  se* 
ducing  them  to  resign  their  independence.    When 
an  aiiJerman  hadj  by  good  behaviour,  excited  the 
gratitude,  and  rivetted  the  attachment  of  his  elec- 
tive citiizens,  he  was  frequently  retained  in  his 
office,    when   the  safety   of  municipal    privil^e 
shouli  have  obliged  him  tb  resign.  In  this  manner 
the  best  bf^  moral  actions  led  to  the  destruction  of 
the  most  valuable  privileges.     Those  who  weri$ 
thus  allowed  to  continue  in  office  longer  than  the 
time  prescribed  by  custbin  and  the  constitution,  as- 
sumed the  temporary  sufferance  of  their  electors, 
as  an  indefeasible  right  for  life.     Knowing  they 
could  have  no  chance  of  being  chosen  chief  ma- 
gistrate,  while  they  were  liable  to  be  removed  from 
their  aldermanship  by  annual  election,  they  chose 
rather  to  violate  the  rights  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
than  lose  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  lust  of 
power  and  vanity  of  eminence.  'I  his  infringement 
of  privilege  arose  from  the  mayor  not  being  chosen 
among  those  who  had  been   aldermen,  as  well  as 
those  who  were  ;  and  this  defect  in  the  municipal 
policy  may  be  assigned  as  the  cauise  of  aldermen 
holding  now  their  offices  for  life,  who  before  held 
them  only  for  a  year.     Great  abuses  soon  arose 
ifron^  this  violation.     In  1554,  it  appears  that  the 
miivor  appointed   the  commoh-councilmen.      In 
1574,  the  Confirmation  which  Elizabeth  gave,  in 
the  sixth  year  of  her  reign,  tb  the  charter  of  Henrj^ 
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Vli.  waSi  by  this  immaculate  corporatioo^  !;ufren<3 
dered  for  one  that  was  more  favourable  to  the  en- 
croachments they  bad  made  on  the  privil^es  of 
their  fellow-citizens;  In  l604,  James  I.  gave  a 
confirmation  of  the  charter :  this  seemed  to  have, 
less  sincerity  than  compliment.  His  majesty  at- 
tempting, the  year  following,  to  nominate  a  re- 
corder, is  an  evidence  of  that  royal  interference  in 
the  affairs  of  corporations^  which  began  in  this 
reign,  and  was  carried  by  succeeding  kings  to  such 
a  dangerous  excess^  as  almost  to  threaten  an  entire 
subversion  of  the  few  privileges  which  charters 
had  restored  to  the  people.  In  1663,  Lord  Brere- 
ton.  Sir  Peter  Leicester,  Sir  Richard  Grosvenor, 
and  Sir  Geoffrey  Shackerby,  acting  as  commis- 
sioaers  for  regulating  the  corporation,  endeavoured 
to  remove  several  aldermen  and  common-council- 
men,  who  appeared  too  much  attached  to  the  in-^ 
terests  of  their  fellow-citizens  to  be  the  avowed 
tools  of  government.  To  this  origin  maybe  traced 
those  divisions  and  animosities  which  have  ire* 
quently  risen  to  such  an  alarming  height  in  this 
city,  and  which  can  scarcely  be  yet  said  to  have 
subsided.  To  such  a  degree  was  popular  discord 
carried,  that,  at  a  parliamentary  election  in  1673« 
the  recorder,  Mr.  William  Williams,  and  Colonel 
Warden,  who  had  been  gentleman  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James 
IL,  being  opponent  candidates,  eight  men  wero 
killed  in  the  crowd  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  of  the 
common- hall ;  and  the  poll  was,  in  consequence^ 
adjdurned  to  the  Rood  Eye.  This  is  one  of  those 
many  dismal  and  disgraceful  casualties  that  too 
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frequently  attend  thoee  times  in  which  the  people 
■are  called  together  to  exercise  their  elective  privi- 

■ 

leges : — at  a  period  when  the  voters  of  this  king-* 
dom  should  be  suffered  to  choose  their  represent* 
atives  with  that  peace,  order,  and  decency,  which 
ought  to  characterize  the  constitution  of  a  parlia^ 
ment,  discords  are  too  often  fomented,  and  outraged 
abetted.  The  people  are  first  intoxicated,  and 
afterwards  divested  of  their  reason.  The  very  in- 
stant in  which  they  are  assembled  to  preserve  theit 
lives,  rights,  and  properties,  privilege  is  banished^ 
hipine  encouraged,  and  murder  committed.  These 
are  the  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  ever  sin<^  a 
seat  in  Parliament  has  been  more  advantageous  td 
the  representative  than  the  constituent.  To  coun- 
tenance such  proceedings,  encroachments  were 
made  on  this  and  all  other  corporations.  In  this 
general  abridgment  of  independence,  the  charter 
of  Chester  was  altered  ;  for,  in  1676,  a  new  charter 
was  made,  which,  although  it  left  the  right  of 
election^  as  prescribed  in  that  of  Henry  VII.,  un- 
altered, yet  introduced  several  innovations  with 
respect  to  the  election  of  all  the  corporate  officers; 
and  so  rendered  their  possessors  more  immediately 
dependent  on  the  sovereign. 

The  opposite  parties,  being  nearly  equal  in 
strength  and  affluence,  agreed  for  a  time  to  divide 
the  representation. 

The  great  subject  of  dispute  between  Charles  II. 
and  his  Parliament  was  the  exclusion  of  his  bro- 
ther, the  Duke  of  York^  a  professed  papist,  from 
succeeding  to  the  crown.  No  sooner  had  the  king 
called  them  together,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
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supplies,  than  a  bill  of  exclusion  was  agitated, 
and  made  the  sine  qua  nati  of  every  pecuniary 
grant ;  and  such  were  the  apprehensions  of  the 
consequences  of  the  duke'd  accession  to  the  crown, 
that  even  that  part  of  the  nation  who  were  zeal- 
ously attached  to  the  king's  person,  and  all  th^ 
more  sensible  and  modefate,  supported  the  mea- 
sfure  of  exclusion.     Every  election  consequently- 
produced  new  advocates  for  it  in  the  House  of 
Comtnohs,  ih  defiance  of  all  the  strenuous  efforts 
of  court  influence.     As  tnbhey  cbuld  riot  bfe  bid 
without  parliaments,  nothing  t^em^ihed,  but  for  the 
crown  to  attempt  the  acquisition  erf"  such  a  de- 
cided sway  in  the  choice  of  meml^rs,  as  to  rendej? 
alt  opposition  too  feeble  to  counteract  their  de- 
signs.    It  was  thwrfore  imagined,  and  not  wfth- 
out  reason,  that  this  might  be  effected  by  the  kiiig 
assuming  the  power  of  nominating  the  officers  of 
corporations ;  and  as  this  was  only  to  be  done  by 
the  demolition  of  a  charter,  a  plan  wjis  formed  fot 
this  purpose  of  avowed  tyranny.     Some  boroiighs 
were  terrified,  atid  others  cajoled  into  a  surrender 
of  their  charters  ;  and  aafi^rftist  those  that  were  ob- 
stinate, rnformatibns,  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  war- 
ranloy  were  filed.  These  violent  proceedings  soon 
evinced  that  the  court  was  determined  to  establish 
its  arbitrary  designs.  With  these  views,  thefe  were 
not  wanting  in  Chester  men  who  were  ready  to 
adopt  any  measure,  however  despotic^,  providtid 
they  were  permitted  to  share  the  unconstitutional 
authority.     To  this  end,  a  voluntary  surrender  of 
their  old  charter  was  attempted  ;  but  the  mcasurei 
being  too  despotic,  proved  abortive.  It  was  ther^- 
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fore  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  compuUion^ 
An  information  was  -filed ;  and  the  result  was« 
that  judgment  was  given,  that  the  liberties  of 
Chester  should  be  seized  into  the  hinges  handsf 
until  the  court  should  further  order,  which  was 
accordingly  executed  by  a  writ  of  seizure.  A  rule 
fpr  final  judgment  being  given  the  next  term,  and 
the  corporation  showing  no  cause  agsiinst  it^  a 
.  farther  rule  for  entry  of  that  judgment  was  made^ 
which,  however,  from  some  n^lect,  was  omitted* 
The  Tories  availed  themselves  of  these  circum- 
stances to  obtain  a  new  charter,  have  their  own 
mayor,  and  to  fill  the  corporation  entirely  with 
their  own  creatures.  Regardless  of  the  reproaches 
and  execrations  of  their  fellow-citizens,  whom  they 
had  thus  despoiled  of  those  rights  restored  to  them 
by  charter,  they  triumphed  in  the  smiles  and  sun- 
shine of  court  favour ;  and,  as  if  tyranny  bad  com« 
pletely  vanquished  the  patriotism  of  Chester,  a 
tablet  was  placed  over  the  Pentice-door,  with  an 
inscription  importing,  ^'  that  the  new  charter  was 
acceptable  to  all  good  men/'  So  venal  and  de- 
pendent did  the  corporation  afterwards  become, 
that,  when  James  IL  visited  this  city,  the  recor- 
der, Leving,  at  the  head  of  the  corporation,  thus 
addressed  him :  *^  The  corporation  is  your  ma- 
jesty's creature^  and  depends  merely  on  the  will 
of  its  creator ;  and  the  sole  intimation  of  your 
majesty's  pleasure,  shall  ever  have«  with  us,  the 
force  of  a  fundamental  law/' 

When  James  made  an  alteration  in  most  of  the 
charters  in  the  kingdom,  a  similar  attempt  was 
made  on  the  city  of  Chester :  but  the  independent 
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Citizens,  conceiving  that  this  offer  was  only  made 
to  seduce  them  into  a  resignation  of  their  religious 
liberty,  unanimously  refbsed  its  acceptance,  and 
desired  to  have  their  ancient  charter  of  Henry  VII. 
restored.  Thus,  through  the  dismission  of  the 
corporation  created  by  Charles's  charter,  and  the 
non-acceptance  of  that  of  James,  the  city  was 
destitute  nearly  three  months  of  magistrates^  and 
the  election  day  passed  without  any  oflScers  being 
chosen.  The  king,  indeed,  was  at  that  time  bu^- 
sily  employed  endeavouring  to  repair  the  wrong 
steps  which  were  effecting  his  ruin,  by  particu- 
larly replacing  all  the  corporations  on  their  former 
footing:  the  greatest  care  was  taken,  that  no  means 
might  be  wanting  to  restore  the  ancient  franchises 
to  Chester.  On  the  18th  of  November,  after  the 
Prince  of  Orange  had  landed  on  the  4th,  the  cor- 
poration re- assumed  its  ancient  privjleges.  In 
16925  it  was  acknowledged  by  all,  that  the  charter 
of  restitution  bad,  to  every  intent  and  purpose, 
revived  the  ancient  franchises  ;  among  which,  that 
of  electing  aldermen  and  common-councilmen,  by 
the  citizens  at  large,  was  as  expressly  granted  as 
any  other  ;  and  as  it  presented  a  probable  remedy 
against  the  encroachments  of  aristocratic  power,  it 
was  resolved  that  it  should  be  adopted. 

In  October,  l692i  Colonel  Whitely  was  chosen 
mayor  ;  and  so  pure  and  patriotic  was  hfs  con- 
duct, that  he  was  continued  in  the  mayoralty  four 
years  successively.  Being  obliged  to  retire  from 
the  fatigue  of  his  office,  he  convened,  a  few  days 
before  this  event,  the  corporation,  and  presented 
to  them  a  set  of  regulations  for  their  future  choice 
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of  aldepmeQ  apd  coqiinoii-cot^QcilmeM  :  the$e  wer^ 
90  excellent,  that  they  were  unaQJinously  received, 
^^d  deserved  the  approbation  of  eyery  honest  and 
sensible  npind*.  T^hia  wqr^by  citizen,  b^irpg  suc- 
cefded  by  one  of  .opposite  pfinciplea,  ^he  fir^doo^ 
of  the  corporatiqq  wa^  again  subverted,  by  causing 
^bf^  electioqs  of  the  city.  ojQ^cers  to  be  m^4^  bjy  ^ 
pelect  body.  Thjs  waf^  ppposed  by  the  citizens  at 
bige,  in  a  petitipQ  s^gnied  by  Roge?  Wbitely  apcit 
tpQ  otbers  ;  which,  \\gwejt^9  aft^  great  struggles, 
proved  ineffectual. 

In  1698,  the  pi^isens  were  convened,  and,  by 
soiBe  artful  qaieans,  persuaded  to  elect  the  whole 
body,  and  then  to  vote,  that  they  should  contmue 
in  their  offices  according  to  ancient  custom.  Thus 
was  entirely  destroyed  the  ancient  privilege  of 
lipnual  elections  in  the  porporation. 

A  general  election  approaching  in  1734,  both 
parties  began  to  muster  their  forces.  This  proved 
to  be  one  of  the  severest  contests  which  the  citv 
had  ever  experienced.  Their  passions  already  in- 
^amed,  and  conscious  of  the  enormous  weight  of 
influence  against  them,  the  Whigs  were  driven 
into  excesses  which  would  have  been  inexcusable 
on  any  other  occasion.  It  was  apprehended  that 
the  corporation,  having  the  power  of  making  free- 
men in  their  own  baqds,  might  procure  as  many 
votes  as  they  wanted.  Some  of  the  aldermen, 
having  met  in  the  Pentice  at  a  late  hour,  on  the 
Tuesday  preceding  the  election,  suspicion  arose 
that  the  whole  night  was  to  be  employed  in  ad- 
mitting to  the  freedom  of  the  city  as  many  of  their 
p^ty  asf  they  could  fonvenientjy  jptroduce.     A 
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mob.  therefore,  soon  assemltktd  about  th$  Pentice; 
broke  open  the  door ;  assaulted  and  drove  out  the 
aldernien  ;  and  considerably  damaged  the  windows 
and  furniture.     Their  adversaries,  feglii^  their  in- 
feriority in  this  kind  of  contest,  resolved  to  call  iq 
foreign  assistance :  the  following  day,  therefore,  a 
Jarge  body  of  colliers,  and  other  countrymen,  were 
brought  from  the  neighbourhood  of  WrexhaoOs  by 
the  direction  and  und^r  the*  influence  of  Mr.  W^ 
W.  Wynnp.    The  citizens,  hearing  of  Uieir  ap- 
proach, retired  into  the  castje,  and  there  armed 
themselves  with  old  swords,  helm^tSt  atid  breaat- 
pieces;   and,  thus  formidably  accoutred,  sallied 
forth  to  meet  their  foes.     A  bloody  encounter  en- 
sued in  Bridge-street ;  and  several  of  the  Welch- 
men  being  dangerously  wounded,  they  were  soon 
routed  and  put  to  flight.    It  was   now  agreed, 
that  hostilities  should  cease,  and  that  some  plan 
should  be  settled  for  conducting  the  election  in  a 
peaceable  and  regular  manner.  The  poll  continued 
from  Friday  till  Monday;  and  both  parties  so  ex- 
erted themselves,  as  to  bring  votes  from  the  most 
distant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  even  from  Ire- 
land, in  direct  contradiction  to  the  charter,  which 
limits  these  elections  to  be  made  by  commorant 
citizens.     The  majority,  as  might  be  expected, 
was  in  favour  of  the  corporation  member;  but  no 
sooner  were  the  books  closed,  and  the  mayor  and 
his  attendants  retired  from  the  hustings,  than  they 
were  obliged  to  retreat  into  the  Exchange  cotTee- 
house.     They  were,  however,  not  secure  here; 
for  the  mob  broke  in,  seized  the  sword  aQd  mace, 
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and,  chairing  their  ftivourite  candidate,  bore  him 
to  his  house  in  triumph. 

As  the  corporation  still  exercised  an  overbear- 
ing influence,  recourse  was  bad  to  the  only  remedy 
against  exorbitant  power,  which  is  that  of  recur- 
ring to  its  originiEil  and  constitutional  sourcer— the 
people.  Informations  were  accordingly  brought 
against  Johnson  the  mayor,  ten  aldermen,  and 
eighteen  common-council,  for  usurping  the  privi- 
lege of  electing  aldermen,  exclusive  of  the  com« 
monalty.  After  a  considerable  contest,  the  Tories 
prevailed ;  and  the  Whigs,  from  disappointment 
and  exhausted  finances,  seemed  to  be,  for  that 
time,  entirely  dispirited  and  disunited. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  bully  them,  in  17*7, 
under  auspices  which  seemed  to  insure  success.  It 
appeared  that,  at  the  election  of  1734,  the  right  of 
non-resident  freemen  to  vote  had  been  questioned ; 
and  it  was  now  resolved  to  try  the  issue.  The 
minister  to  whom  the  Grosvenor  family  was  ini- 
mical, encouraged  Baron  Mainwaring  to  oppose 
administration.  They  were  probably  induced  to 
this  from  the  hope  that,  if  the  question  concerning 
non-residents  should  be  agitated,  bis  support 
would  not  be  wanting.  The  election  was  carried 
on  with  all  the  heat  and  violence  of  former  times  ; 
and  the  Tory  party,  counting  non-residents,  had 
the  majority. 

A  petition  was  presented,  and  the  inquiry  com- 
menced, which  clearly  tended  to  establish  the  right 
of  election  in  resident  freemen  only.  And  now 
gir  Robert  Grosvenor  found  himself  in  a  very  dis- 
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agreeable  dilemma  :  he  considered  that  bis  interest 
in  Westminster  must  be  devoted  to  the  minister, 
or  he  would  be  obliged  to  resign  one  representation 
for  his  hereditary  borough,  to  which  be  could  by 
no  means  consent.  But,  as  it  was  no  novelty  in 
his  family  to  change  principles^  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  superiority  in  Chester,  a  compro- 
mise  was  made  the  evening  before  the  final  issue  of 
the  petition  :  and,  notwithstanding  the  resolutions 
of  the  preceding  day,  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners 
were  instructed  to  say,  "  that  they  would  give  the 
House  no  farther  trouble.*'  Thus  was  the  baron 
made  the  victim  of  ministerial  duplicity. 

From  the  above  and  other  succeeding  circum- 
stances, respecting  the  conduct  of  the  corporation 
and  their  opponents,  it  is  evident  that  the  former 
have  always  endeavoured  to  preserve  their  power 
by  abridging  and  extinguishing  the  liberties  of  the 
people  as  much  as  they  possibly  could,  while  the 
latter  have  always  endeavoured  to  found  their 
pride  and  distinction  on  the  defence  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

Corporation — this  consists  of  a  Mayor,  Re- 
corder, two  Sheriffs,  24  aldermen,  and  40  Com- 
mon Councilmen. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

It  was  resolved,  Feb.  2,  1747,  ''  That  the  right  Gienbcn^ic, 
of  election  was  only  in  such  citizens  of  the  said  p?  150. 
city,  as  are  inhabitants  within   the  said  city,  or 
the  liberties  thereof,  and  admitted  to  their  freedom 
icithin  the  city  by  birth  or  servitude^  and  not  re- 
ceiving alms  or  any  public  charity." 

PART  II.  VOL.  I.  I 
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Ibid  151.       Feb.    1747.     Resolved,  ^  That    the    right  of 
Joum.T.    election  of  citiiens  to  serve  in  Pariiament  for  the 

XXV.  p. 

504,50*.  city  of  Chester  IB  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Common  Council  of  the  said  city,  and  in  sHch  of 
the  Freemen  of  t^  said  city,  not  receiving  alms,  as 
shall  have  been  cormorant  within  the  said  city,  or 
the  liberties  thereof,  for  tlie  space  of  one  whole 
year,  next  before  the  election  of  citizens  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  4?lie  said  city/* 

Number  of  voters — 1200. 

Returwino  OFriCERs — the  Sheriffs. 

Patron — ^E«r4  Grosvenor. 

POXITICAl.   CHARACTER. 

Alt4KHig4i  the  ifiumber  of  electors  is  above  1000, 
its  f^presentetion  has  been  entirely  at  the  disposal 
of  £arl  Orosvenor,  whose  £gtmily  have  possessed 
the  same  influence,  except  in  one  or  two  instances 
at  the  Revolution,  ever  since  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.  This  influence  is  created  and  preserved  by  se- 
curing the  corporation,  which  does  not  appear  to 
be  immaculaie^  for  more  than  a  century,  and  by 
obtaining  a  lease  from  the  crown  of  a  number  of 
tenements  in  this  city.  The  members  of  the  cor- 
poration, letting  these  from  year  to  year  only,  as 
his  lordship's  agents,  to  electors,  at  low  rents, 
operate  so  far  on  their  fears  and  necessities  as  to 
control  their  independence.  To  secure  their 
own  houses,  they  care  not  whom  they  send  to  re- 
side in  the  house  of  the  nation.  Thus,  they  never 
reflect  that  their  indifferenoe  to  the  choice  of  tbeir 
members  makes  them  eventually  pay  in  tax«s 
much  more  than  they  save  in  their  rents.  They 
should,  therefore,   be  reminded  that  this  barter  of 
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privilege  for  a  local  tenement  is  only  eNclianging 
their  national  fabric,  the  constitution,  for  a  con- 
teaiptible  hovel. 

Mr.  Eddowes,  of  this  citv,  with  the  virtue  and 
firiooets  of  the  Fabii,  having  niany  years  opposed 
thi9  torrent  of  corporatibn  and  aristocratical  in- 
fluence, has  at  last  triumphed  over  that  rod  Of 
despotij^m,  fiia  charter  of  Charley  ILt  which  was 
granted  upon  the  violation  of  the  great  charter  of 
Heary  VII. 

At  the  last  general  election  in  1819,  there  was 
a  powerful  opposition  to  the  interest  of  £arl  Groa* 
renor.    Mr*  Egerton  and  Mr.  Townsbend  opposed 
fata  lordship's  non^ination  of  Thomas  Groaveoor, 
^4o  ft  general   in  the  army,  and   Sir    Richard 
Brooke,  bart.    The  numbers  on  the  poll  were, 
For  T.  Groavenor,  esq.     -    -    613 
J.  EgertOD,  esq.     -     *     ^     571 
Sir  JR.  Brooke  V     -    -     -    564 
Townshend,  esq»    -    506 
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COUNTY  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

C  AMBEXPGXSHi RE  IS  au  inland  county,  bounds 
ed  oxi  the  east  by  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  on  the 
south  by  Essen  and  Herts,  on  the  west  by  Bedford 
zsA  Huntingdon,  and  on  the  north  b;  Lincoln** 
abire.  It  is  included  in  the  Norfolk  circuit,  the 
diocese  of  Ely,  and  province  of  Canterbury,  ex- 
cept a  small  part,  which  is  in  the  diocese  of  Nor- 
wich ;  it  is  about  40  miles  long  and  25  broad,  130 
«ik»  10  drcujBffirence,  containing  about  500,000 
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acres  of  land,  of  which  about  300,000  acres  are 
nearly  divided  ar arable  and  pasturage,  and  150,000 
acres  uncultivated,  including  woodlands.  It  is 
divided  into  15  hundreds,  viz.  Armingford,  Ches- 
terton, Cheveley,  Chilford,  Fiendish,  Longstow, 
Northstow,  Passworth,  Radfield,  Staine,  Staptoe, 
Thriplow,  Wetherley,  Whittlesford,  and  the  Isle 
of  Ely  ;  and  contains  1  city,  8  market-towns,  64 
parishes,  16,139  houses,  and  89*346  inhabitants, 
being  44,081  males,  and  45,265  females,  of  whom 
lly938  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade 
and  manufacture.  The  total  return  of  income 
under  the  property  tax,  1806,  was  <f  1,224,197. 
Amount  of  the  poor's  rates  in  1S03,  <£105,376 
at  4s.  3  id.  in  the  pound.  The  average  scale  of 
mortality  for  10  years,  appearing  to  have  been  to 
the  population  as  1  to"  46.  The  city  is  Ely,  and 
the  market-towns  are,  Cambridge,  Caxton,  Linton, 
March,  Newmarket,  Sohans,  Thorney,  Wisbeach, 
and  part  of  Royston.  Its  only  rivers  are  the  Cam, 
the  Nen,  and  the  Ouse.  The  county  of  late  years 
has  received  great  improvement,  both  from  drain- 
ing and  the  cultivation  of  cinquefoil,  so  that  it  now 
affords  plenty  of  barley,  saffron,  and  hemp,  as  well 
as' the  richest  pasturage.  The  rivers  abound  with 
fish,"  and  the  fens  with  wild-fowl.  In  the  fens  are 
a  number  of  decoys,  in  which  an  incredible  quan- 
tity of  wild-fowl  are  regularly  taken.  The  suck- 
ling of  calves  for  the  London  market  is  also  carried 
on  to  a  very  great  extent. 

REPKESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

a  Reg  31.      rpj^j^  county  (which  was  joined  by  Huntingdon 
under  one  sheriff)  contains  also  the  Isle  of  Ely, 
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and  has  been  represented  from  the  times  of  the 
first  returns  to  Parliament,  the  Isle  being  at  first 
contributary  towards  the  wages,  and  as  Dr.  Willis 
says,  (unwillingly)  paid  a  third  part  which  was 
often  disputed,  and  in  Henry  the  Fifth's  reign  they 
raised  and  paid  ^900  to  be  discharged  therefrom. 
In  this  Mr.  Prynn  agrees,  and  writes  that  the  Prynn,  ir. 
agreement  between  the  county  and  the  Isle  wasscq.a'wo. 
confirmed  by  act  of  parliament,  and  an  estate  was 
purchased  with  the  money,  as  appears  by  the  con- 
veyances. The  memoirs  of  its  elections  and  con- 
tests thereupon  are  as  follow  :  ^ 

April  9)  1614^  A  petition  from  Sir  Joseph 
Cutts  and  Mr.  Pallevecyne,  against  the  return  of 
Sir  Edward  Peyton,  and  Sir  Simeon  Stewart. 

Resolved,  "  That  the  election  of  Sir  Edward 
Peyton,  and  Sir  Simeon  Stewart  is  void,  and  a 
writ  for  a  new  choice  ordered." 

March  ^,  1699.  The  sherifi*  and  under  sheriff 
were  brought  to  the  bar,  and  made  submission  oa 
their  knees  for  making  a  return  when  there  was  no 
due  election  of  those  returned.  The  high  sheriff 
was  besides  fined  <£100.  Both  were  discharged 
on  paying  their  fees. 

Nov.  6,  1640.  Ordered  a  warrant  £6r  a  new 
writ  to  be  sent  to  the  sheriff  for  Cambridgeshire, 
for  election  of  the  knights  of  the  shire. 

Jan.  4^  1693.  A  petition  of  Sir  Rushout  Cullen 
against  the  return  of  Lord  Cutts. 

Feb.  19.  Resolved,  "  That  Lord  Cutts  is  not 
duly  elected." 

"  That  Sir  Rushout  Cullen  is  duly  elected." 
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Dec.  S3.  1697.  A  petition  of  Sir  Christopher 
Hatton,  Sir  Richard  Bennett,  harts.,  and  others  of 
this  county  against  the  under  sheriff  for  debarring 
the  just  rights  and  liberties  of  election,  by  threats, 
bribery,  &c.  in  the  election  of  Sir  RushoutCuIlen. 

Petition  dismissed. 

March  30,  1715.  A  petition  of  Granado  Pigot 
against  the  return  of  Mr.  Jenyns,  and  Mr.  Bromley, 

April  3,  1717.    Petition  withdrawn. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTEIl. 

The  aristocratic  interest  prevailing  in  this  county 
is  that  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland  and  Earl  of  Hard- 
Wick  conjointly.  Their  relations  or  flricnds  have 
succeeded  in  every  election  so  long,  that  it  inti^ 
midates  every  person  who  might  be  otherwise  dis- 
posed to  offer  himself  as  candidate  against  this 
formidable  influence.  It  must  be  however  ob- 
served, that  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  having  great 
property  in  this  county,  has  a  considerable  in- 
terest. Should  a  contest,  however,  arise  from  this 
circumstance,  instead  of  restoring  the  independ- 
ence of  the  freeholders,  it  would  only  be  a  struggle 
for  the  pre-eminence  of  aristocracy.  Thus  the 
freedom  of  choice  inherent  in  the  people  must  be 
ever  overwhelmed,  while  the  exercise  of  elective 
franchise  is  transferred  from  person  to  property. 

At  the  election  contest  in  1780,  between  Lord 
Robert  Manners,  brother  to  the  late  Duke  of  Rut- 
land, and  Philip  Yorke,  esq.  nephew  to  the  late 
Earl  of  Hardwick,  against  Sir  Sampson  Gideon  ; 
the  numbers  polled  were, 
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Lord  Robert  Manners     -    «  174^1 

Philip  Yorke,  esq.     «     .    «  1453 

Sir  Sampsoa  Gideon       -    «  1058 


Total  of  the  poll     -     -    4S51 

Sir  H.  Peyton  was  ekcted ;  on  his  decease,  Ge» 
Heral  Adeane  was  chosen :  both  of  these  members 
were  elected  upon  the  Rutland  interest. 

In  the  above  contest  Sir  Sampson  Gideon  was^ 
supported  by  the  influence  of  the  ministry  of  that 
day ;  but  the  court*engine  was  found  too  feeble  to 
shake  the  two  pillars  of  aristocratic  alliance. 

When  Philip  Yorke,  esq.  succeeded  to  the  title 
of  £arl  of  Hardwick  in  1790,  his  brother,  Charles 
Yorke,  esq.  succeeded  him  in  the  representatioa 
of  this  county. 

On  the  death  of  General  Adeane,  a  vacancy  oc- 
curred, when  a  contest  took  place  between  these 
peers  for  the  absolute  control  of  this  county.  Sir 
Henry  Peyton  was  supported  by  the  Earl  of  Hard- 
wick, and  Lord  Charles  Somerset  Manners  by  his 
brother  the  Duke  of  Rutland.  The  former  was 
elected  by  a  small  majority,  and  Lord  Hardwick 
imA  both  members  for  a  short  period,  but  as  they 
found  this  would  lead  to  endless  expenses  they 
again  coalesced  at  the  ensuing  general  election  in 
1802,  when  the  brothers  of  these  two  noblemen^ 
Lord  C.  S.  Manners,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Yorke.were  opposed  by  the  Hon.  Thomas  Brand, 
son  of  Baroness  Dacre,  the  present  member  for 
Hertfordshire. 

At  the  final  close  of  the  poll  the  numbers  yretf^ 
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For  Lord  C.  S.  Manners  -  1941 
Right  Hon.  C.  Yorke  -  143* 
Hon.  Thomas  Brand     -      559 

This  demonstrates  the  powerful  influence  of 
these  two  noble  peers,  and  that  the  independent 
interest  of  the  county  is  not  in  proportion  of  one- 
third  to  the  weight  of  this  coalition. 

Upon  Mr.  Yorke  accepting  a  place  in  1810,  and 
thereby  vacating  his  seat,  hid  unpopularity  was  so 
great,  that  his  brother  thought  it  advisable  to  with- 
draw his  support  from  him,  upon  which  Loitl 
Francis  Grodolphin  Osborne,  brother  to  the  Duke- 
of  Leeds  was  unanimously  chosen. 

The  number  of  freeholders  polled  at  the  last 
election,  was  9644 ;  at  the  former  one  3093  ;  and 
at  the  general  election  in  17S0,  the  total  of  tbe  poll 
was  435 1 . 


UNIVERSITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

This  University,  was  first  founded  in  the  year 
630,  by  Sigebert,  King  of  the  East  Angles,  but  the 
colleges  were  not  begun  to  be  built  or  endowed, 
till  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First ;  before  that 
time,  there  being  only  inns  for  the  reception  of 
the  students. 

Though  the  colleges  and  halls  are  not  so  nu- 
merous as  in  Oxford,  the  fellowships  are  as  well, 
if  not  better,  endowed;  and  though  the  buildings 
are  chiefly  of  brick,  (through  the  want  of  good 
stone)  they  excel  those  of  Oxford  in  gardens  and 
walks.     Indeed  there  is  one  fabric,   viz.  King's 
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College  Chapel,  which'not  only  exceeds  any  arehi«- 
lecture  there,  but  may  challenge  the  pre-eminence 
of  any  such  building  in  England. 

James  the  First,  by  his  charter,  dated  the   1 2th  Wood's 
of  March,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  granted  uSit.  '^^' 
power  to  the  chancellor,  masters,  and  scholars  of  ^JJ*"*^* 
the  two  universities,  to  elect  and  return  two  per- 
sons in  each,  to  represent  them  in  Parliament.  He 
also  by  act  of  parliament  in  the  third  year  of  hi^ 
reign,  vested  the  univcrsrties  with  the  right  of  pa-, 
ttonage,  disposition,  &c.,  of  ecclesiastical  livings, 
schools  and  hospitals,  belonging  to  papists,  recu- 
sants, throughout  England  and  Wales ;  upon  a  di- 
vision of  which,  these  twenty  counties,  being  half  KeiUe's 
the  shires  in  England,  also  these  seven  in  Wales,  fJoiT 
were  allotted  to  the  share  of  Cambridge,  the  rest 
being  in  like  manner,  prescribed  to  Oxford. 

Bedfordshire,  Nottinghamshire, 

Cambridgeshire,        Rutlandshire, 

Cheshire,  Shropshire, 

Cumberland,  Suffolk, 

Derbyshire,  Westmorland, 

Durham,  Yorkshire, 

Essex,  Anglesey, 

Hertfordshire,  Caernarvonshire, 

Huntingdonshire,     Denbighshire, 

Lancashire,  Flintshire, 

Leicestershire,  Glamorgansliire, 

Lincolnshire,  Merionethshire, 

Norfolk,  Radnorshire. 

Northumberland, 
In  the  writs  to  the  sheriffs  both  of  Cambridge-  denbeme, 
shire  and  Oxfordshire,  there  is  a  clause  for  the^!!;**^' 

'  449* 

election   of  members  for  the  respective  uniyer- 
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siliesy  in  which  alone  they  differ  from  the  general 
form. 

Right  of  election — in  the  Doctors  and  ac« 
tual  Masters  of  Arts. 

Number  of  voters — 1200. 
Returning  officers-— the  Vice  Chancellor 
and  Heads  of  Colleges. 

At  the  election  in  180G,  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  the  numbers  were, 

For  Lord  H.  Petty      •     .     -     331 
Lord  Altborpe      ....     144 
Lord  Palmerston  *     *     -     128 
In  1807,  he  waa  again  a  candidate,  wheu  the 
numbers  were. 

For  Earl  of  Euston  *  -  -  324 
Sir  VicaryGibbs  -  -  -  316 
Lord  Palmerston  -  *  -  310 
Lord  H.  Petty      -     -     -    265 

TOWN  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

Cambridge  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Cam- 
bridge, distant  from  London  50}  miles  by  Bark- 
way,  51  by  Royston,  and  56  by  Epping.  The  town 
is  about  a  mile  long  and  half  a  mile  broad.  Most  of 
the  streets,  as  well  as  the  buildings  are  irregular.  It 
contains  14  parishes,  and  14  parish-churches;  1,691 
houses  and  10,087  inhabitants,  of  whom  1,306  were 
returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manufac- 
ture, and  81 1  as  belonging  to  the  university.  There 
isnomanufactureof any  consequence  inCambridge, 
and  its  trade  consists  chiefly  in  oil,  iron,  and  corn. 
The  markets  are  under  thejurisdictioaof  the  uni- 
versity, and  are  supplied  in  the  most  abundant 
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rofmner.    The  chief  market-day  is  Saturday.    Here . 
are  fairs  on  34th  June  and  August  14th. 

RSPRESBNTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  town  has  sent  members  to  Parliament  firom  wmu^p. 
the  93d.  of  Edward  I.  till  the  present  time  without^'^' 
intermission. 

The  election  was  made  in  the  county  court^asBobuo, 
was  the  custom  with  all  other  boroughs  in  the^*  * 
reigns  of  Henry  V.  Henry  VI.  and  Edward  IV. 
Then,  the  whole  community  of  a  borough  was 
summoned  by  the  sheriff  to  make  election  of  bur* 
gesses  to  represent  them  in  Parliament,  as  we  have 
shewn  by  the  writs  issued  by  the  kings  in  those 
times,  inserted  in  the  first  volume  of  this  work. 

The  returns  for  this  town  from  the  2nd  of  Henry 
V.  are  sometimes  signed  by  twelve,  at  other  times 
by  eight,  and  fourteen  electors ;  but  that  is  no 
proof  that  those  persons  were  the  whole  consti- 
tuent body,  as  returns  to  Parliament  are  at  this 
day  frequently  signed  in  the  same  manner. 

The  right  of  election  according  to  Carew,  has 
been  admitted  to  be  in  the  corporation,  and  free- 
men ever  since  the  year  1620;  such  freemen  ob- 
taining their  franchise  by  birth,  service  which 
means  apprenticeship,  or  by  fiivor  of  the  mayor, 
and  six  aldermen,  who  assume  a  power  of  making 
whom  they  please  freemen  of  this  town,  though 
we  very  much  doubt  the  legality  of  freemen  so 
created.  In  the  East  Retford  case,  decided  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  in  1802,  it  appeared  to  have 
been  the  custom  for  two  hundred  and  twenty  years 
for  the  sheriffs  and  aldermen  to  make  freemen  in 
the  same  manner,  till  they  became  so  confident  of 
their  possessing  such  a  power,  that  they  proceeded 
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to  create  forty-two  honorary  freemen  at  one  time. 
This  caused  an  information  in  the  nature  of  quo 
warranto  to  be  filed  within  six  years,  as  the  statute 
limits  such  information  to  that  period  after  they  ob- 
tain the  freedom  of  any  corporation.  Upon  hearing 
the  same,  the  bailiffs  and  aldermen  pleaded  a  custom 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty  years  :  upon  which  it 
was  observed  that  it  had  been  also  customary  to 
rob  upon  the  high  way  for  as  many  years^  but  that 
it  was  always  the  custom  to  hang  the  offender 
wJien  he  was  detected.  The  pretended  right  of 
the  corporation  to  make  freemen  was  proved  to 
exist  only  in  their  own  opinions,  and  judgment 
of  oti#/6r  issued  against  the  whole  forty-two  ho- 
norary freemen . 

The  petitions  from  this  town  have  all  been 
against  bribery  and  the  illegal  making  and  admit- 
ting of  freemen. 

March  29,  1679.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas 
Willis,  complaining  of  undue  practices  in  the 
election  of  burgesses  for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  85,  1708.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Ben- 
dyshe,  esq.  complaining  of  undue  practices  in  the 
election  of  John  Huid  Cotton,  and  Samuel  She- 
pard,  esqrs. 

Resolved,  *'  That  John  Huid  Cotton,  esq.  is 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  town.'* 

"  That  Samuel  Shepard,  esq.  is  duly 

elected  a  burgess  for  this  town/' 

^  **  That  Thomas  Bendyshe,  esq.  is  not 

duly  elected." 

Resolved,  "  That  the  said  election  is  a  void 
election.** 
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March  26,  171*5.  A  petition  of  Samuel  She- 
pard,  junr.  against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Hind 
Cotton,  and  Thomas  Sclater. 

No  determination. 

April  4.  The  mayor  of  this  town  having  been 
served  with  an  order  of  the  committee  of  privileges 
and  elections  to  permit  Mr.  Shepard  and  Mr. 
Jenyns,  or  their  agents  to  inspect  the  records, 
charters,  and  public  books,  &c.,  of  this  town,  which 
he  refused  to  obey, 

Resolved,  "  That  Mr.  Charles  Chambers^ 
mayor  of  this  town,  having  refused  to  obey  the 
order  of  the  committee,  be  taken  into  the  custody 
of  the  sergeant  at  arms  for  his  said  contempt.** 

May  27.  On  the  petition  of  Mr.^  Shepard,  and 
Mr.  Jenyns. 

Resolved,  "  That  Sir  John  Hind  Cotton  is  duly 
elected.'* 

Resolved,  "  That  Thomas  Sclater,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected.** 

The  first  resolution  being  read  twice,  was  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

The  second  resolution  being  read  twice,  was 
disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved,  **  That  Samuel  Shepard,  junr.,  §|sq.,  is 
duly  elected  to  serve  in  this  Parliament  for  this 
town.  The  return  was  ordered  to  be  amended 
accordingly.** 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  leading  man  in  this  corporation  is  John 
Mortlake,  esq.,  banker  of  the  town.  In  the  mi- 
nistry of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  he  was  the  friend 
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of  the  coalition  ;  to  support  which,  he  caused  ad- 
ditional freemen  to  be  made :  among  these  was 
the  Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Fox.  But  having  since 
seen  the  road  to  preferment  much  clearer  through 
the  medium  of  the  Rutland  interest,  he  caused, 
under  that  influence,  a  greater  number  of  electors 
to  be  made.  The  minister  has  since  seen  the  merit 
of  Mortlakeinsuchadvantageou8Colours,as  to  pro- 
mote him  to  the  lucrative  places  of  a  commissioner 
of  the  tax-office  and  receiver-general  of  the  post- 
office. 

CORPORATION. 

This  town  was  incorporated  by  Henry  I.,  and 
is  governed  by  a  mayor,  high  steward,  recorder, 
twelve  aldermen,  two  bailiffs,  and  twenty-four 
jOommoD  council,  who  have  a  town  clerk  and 
other  officers. 

Right  of  rlkctiok — in  the  Mayor,  Bailiffs, 
and  Freemen  not  receiving  alms.     Feb.  24,  170S). 

Number  of  voTSRS'-^bout  SOO. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patron— Duke  of  Rutland. 


COUNTY  OF  CORNWALL. 

Cornwall  is  a  county  forming  the  south- 
western extremity  of  the  kingdom,  surrounded  on 
all  parts  by  the  sea,  except  the  east,  where  it  joins 
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Devonshire,  'from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  rirer 
Tamar :  its  shape  is  angular,  being  in  extreme 
length  ^bout  90  miles^  aixl  its  breadth  95,  but  near 
the  land's-«nd  it  does  not  exceed  7  miles.     It 
contains  abo«t  75S,000  acres  of  land,  above  one- 
third  of  which  is  uncultivated,  and  the  remarning 
quffBtity  nearly  equally  divided  in  tillage  and  pas* 
tnrage.     It  contains  37  market-towns,   16 1   pa* 
risbes,  Ii2y906  houses,  and  1  SS,969  inhabitants,  irf" 
whom  94,870  were  returned  as  being^  employed  in 
trade,  manufactures,  and  handicrafts.     It  has  21 
boroughs,  but  many  of  them  are  very  insigni6cant 
places,  and  several  of  their  markets  are  now  disus- 
ed. Return  ofassessmeat  of  the  property-tax  1806, 
^1,335,998.     Amount  of  the  poor  rates    1803, 
«£79,446  beVng  at  the  rate  of  4s.  6|d.  in  the  pound ; 
and  the  aven^  scale  of  mortality  for  10  years  ap- 
pears to  have  been  as  1  to  56  of  the  population. 
It  is  divided  into  nine  frandveds,  vie.  East,  K^-    - 
riar,  Lesnewth,  Penwith,  Powder,  Pydar,  Stratton, 
Trigg,  and  West.     The  principal  towns  are  La^n- 
<!eston   and   Falmouth  :  its  rivers  are  the  Tamar, 
-Cober,  Fall,  and  Camel.     The  climate  is  mild  but 
much  subject  to  damp.      The  soil  in  the  Ipw 
grounds  is  rendered  fertile  by  manure,  but  the  hills 
tmd  moors  are  bare  and  unfruitful,  and  the  black 
-sea-air  prevents  the[growth  of  trees :  butthiscounty 
has  by  far  the  pre-eminence  in  mineral  prodtic- 
tions,  and  in  the  quantities  offish,  with  which  the 
'sea  and  rivers  abound.     It  has  for  many  centuries 
been  famed  for  its  tin,  and  its  commerce  is  deemed 
of  such  high  importance,  that  special  courts  for  re- 
^hiAing  the  miners^  called  Stannary  courts,  are 
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4  established   in   this  and  the  adjoining  counties. 

^  From   these  mines  are  deriv-ed  the  principal  re- 

venues of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall.     In  this  county 
>  are  some  valuable  copper-mines :  it  also  produces 

f  lead,  lapis  calaminaris,  soap-rock,  and  excellent 

^  potter's  clay.     The  principal  objects  of  fishery 

are  pilchards,  which  supply  not  only  the  miners 
r  and  poor  with  food,  but  vast  quantities  are  cured 

and  exported  up  the  Mediterranean  :  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county  produces  good  cyder.  Cornwall 
lies  in  the  diocese  of  Exeter. 


REPRKSEKTATIVE    HISTORY. 

carew.p.  This  large  county  is  also  a  duchy,  erected  by 
King  Edward  the  Third,  and  granted  to  his  eldest 
son  Edward,  who  was  called  the  Black  Prince,  and 
iiis  heirs,  the  eldest  sons  of  the  Kings  of  England. 
The  sheriff  is  named  by  the  Duke  of  Cornwall, 
and  has  his  council  and  officers  belonging  to  the 
B.p.R.p.  duchy.  It  was  represented  in  Parliament  at  the 
'°''  time  of  the  first  summons  of  Edward  the  First.    In 

the  26th  of  Edward  the  First,  it  returned  two 
knights  of  the  shire,  and  burgesses  for  four  bo- 
roughs only,  to  which  many  others  have  since  been 
added,  notice  of  which  is  taken  in  this  history. 

May  23,  16G0.  The  committee  for  privileges 
and  elections,  on  the  double  return  for  this 
county,  report,  That  in  respect  of  the  sheriff  of 
this  county;  his  contempt  in  not  attending  the 
committee,  to  give  them  an  account  of  his  pro- 
ceedings at  the  said  election,  upon  several  orders 
made  by  them,  they  resolved,  "  That  the  said 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Cornwall  be  forthwith  sent 
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(ot  in  safe  custody,  to  this  House^  in  respect  df 
bis  contempt,  &c/' 

^^  That  this  House  do  agree  with  the  committee, 
that  the  sheriff  of  this  county  has  miscarried  hio)- 
•elf  at  the  said  election/' 

^  That  Sir  John  Carew,  and  Mr.  Boscawea  atts 
duly  elected,  and  do  sit  in  this  Hou8e«" 

I^OLITICAX.  eUARirCtSK. 

The  boroughs  of  this  county  including  the 
two  knights  of  the  shire,  sei^d  no  less  than  44 
members  to  Parliament.  This  strange  extent  df 
representative  interest  in  so  small  a  county 
may  well  appear  extraordinary  to  those  who  only 
consider  that  the  boroughs  are  very  inconsiderable, 
with  respect  to  their  trade,  wealth,  and  inhabit* 
ants :  but  who  recollect  not  at  the  same  time,  that 
no  county  in  England  possessed  such  a  temptation 
to  the  lords  of  the  soil  to  obtain  for  its  different 
towns  these  elective  privileges.  As  the  soil  wa§ 
internally  valuable,  the  coasts  convenient  for  mt* 
vigation,  and  enriched  with  fisheries,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  the  whole  county  highly  valuable,  the 
owners  of  the  territory  could  not  better  bare  se- 
cured to  theoMelves  these  local  advantages,  than 
by  the  power  of  sending  members  to  Parliament ; 
by  which  they  proportionably  increased  theit 
own  influence  in  the  state  as  well  as  in  each 
borough  respectively.  As  the  towns  therefore 
increased  iij  consequence^  they  obtained  by  degrees 
the  privilege  of  representation.  When  they  were 
capable  of  contributing  to  the  taxes  for  which  Par^ 
liaraents  were,  by  the  Saxons,  and  have  ever  sinca 

FAEV  If.  TOL.  I.  % 
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been  assembled,  the  lords  who  possessed  them  had 

the  best  of  all  pleas  to  have  those  rights  of  electivie 

franchise  restored  to  them  that  were  taken  fronti  all 

other  cities,  towns,  and  boroughs,  except  such  as 

had  the  privilege  dispensed  to  them  by  charter,  or 

by  act  of  parliament.    Thus,  in  the  latter  end  oiF 

the  reign'  of  Edward'  VI.  seven  boroughs  were 

added ;  namely,  Saltash,  Camelford,  West  Looe, 

Grampont,  B^ssiney,  Mitchelor  St.  Michael,  and 

Newport.     In  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Quten 

Mary,  Penryn  gained  the  ]i4e  privilege;  lindin 

the  fourth  of  the  same  reign,  St.  Ives.     In  the  first 

year  of  Queen  Elisabeth,  Tregony  was  admitted ; 

in  < the  fifth,  St.  Germain's  and  St.  Maw*s  ;  in  the 

thitte^nftb.  East  dooe,  and  Fawey  or  Fowey ;  and 

in  the  t\^ei^ty*8dventb,,Kelliiigton  or  CaliingtOH. 

The  reason  why  so  mun^y,  of  modern  date,  weie 

-iMkledi  "wiU  i)0st  appear  from  'the  consideration  iha^ 

the  dubl^  of  Cornwall  {fields  in  <tin  and  lands  ^ 

4arger  hereditary  revenue  to  the  <srown  than  e^y 

other  county.    'EiglR  of,  these  boroUcghs,  namely^, 

Saltash,  Camelfbrd,  West 'Looe,  Grampont,  Bossi- 

ney,  Tfegbny,  St.  MawX  ^nd   East  Looe,  had 

either  at)  immediate  or  remote  connexion  wkh  the 

^mesne  lands  of  this  du^by,  fcrmerly  a  link  of 

much  atrotiger  union  and  higher  command  than  at 

-present :    but  it  must  be  remembered  that   the 

<>ounty  belongs  immediately  to  the  crown,  only 

when  the  king  has  no  son,  who  is  Prince  of  Wales. 

Four  other  boroughs  belonged  to  religious  houses ; 

but  fell  to  the  crown  at  the  dissolution  of  the  mo^ 

naateries,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.     These 

were  Newport,    which    rose    with    Launoeston 

Priory,  and  with  it  fell  to  the  crown;  Peniyn, 
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Wkick  depended  much  on  the  rich  coU^e  of  Glas** 
Hmcy  and  itf  laads»  which  h^  its  manors  aliema-f 
ed  by  Edvard  VI»  and  restored  by  Mary,  who 
gare  the  town  tb^  above  privilege.  .  S(^  Germ^ia'd* 
next  to  Sodmynt  was  the  ch^. priory  iq  Corn*- 
WM  ;  ^nd  the  borough  of  Fowey  fell  to  the  crowq« 
mkb  the  pHory  of  TrewardriU),  itp  which  it  be- 
bwgedL 

St.  Michael  belonged  to  the  fiimily  of  the  Aruof 
dhels,  of  LanbefD  :aild  St.  Ives'a;  and  Kellington» 
to'that  of  Powiitt ;  which  conizations  may  dii^ 
coTer  the  rise  of  their  privilege^  Heury  VI L  re^ 
4kH:ed  the  power  of  the  aIK^iellt  Lords;  and  ad« 
vanced  tha>t  of  itlie  Conunons.  Henry  VilL 
enridiied  many  of  the  CotniBons  with  church 
lands;  aiad  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Edf- 
.waid  VI.  the  DiUke  of  Northumberland,  wanting 
to  havNe  a  m^ority  in  the  Honse  of  Commons, 
C!#ni.waU  .seemed  to  htm  best  adapted  Sea  his  p^ur*- 
pceeif  OB,  account  of  the  large  property  and  in/- 
flttcmoeiQ^theioUichy:  six  town^^thereforei  depend- 
:nig  on  the  iduohy  and  church  lands,  and  one 
borough  bek>nging  to  a  powerful  family,  were  al-^ 
lowftd  (to  send  14  members.  Queen  Mary,  in  her 
abfQft  neign,  admitted  two  more;  a^d  Queen 
Eiizui^th  six.  It  was  no  objection  that  these  bo- 
rough bad  little  tirade,  and  few  inhabitants ;  for 
ithat  rendered  them  more  tractable  and  dependent, 
<aiid  therefore  more  fit  for  the  control  of  corrupt 
inlluence  than  targe  andopulent  towns,  inhabited 
tby  tporsons  of  .trade,  rank  and  discernment.  It  i^ 
^consequently  levident  why  such  towns  as  Bir- 
onioghMi^  Mancheater,  &c.,  aiie  pot  adcpiited  tp 

K  9 
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exerciie  those  privileges  that  have  been  suspended 
ever  since  the  Nocman  possession  of  this  country* 
They  are  too  wealthy,  independent,  and  enlight* 
ened,  to  be  controlled  by  arbitrary  influence;  and^ 
therefore,  are  not  proper  subjects  for  regal  or  mi* 
nisterial  bounty.  Bounty !  let  the  word  be  obli« 
terated.  It  can  be  no  bounty  to  restore  to  a  people 
rights  to  which  they  have  an  indisputable  claim 
fix>m  nature,  and  from  their  constitution.  It  must 
however  be  acknowledged  that  the  above  places 
were  old  boroughs,  according  to  the  legal  accepta- 
tion of  the  word;  that  is,  they  had  immunities 
granted  them  by  their  princes  or  lords,  and  ex* 
emptions  from  services  in  any  other  courts ;  with 
the  privilege  of  exercising  trades,  and  of  electing 
oflScers  within  their  own  districts ;  they  had  also 
the  property  of  lands,  mills,  and  fairs  :  add  to  this, 
that  most  of  them  were  part  of  the  ancient 
demesnes  of  the  crown,  and  had  been  either  in  the 
crown,  or  in  the  royal  blood,  from  the  time  of  the 
Norman  Conquest.  But  all  these  privileges  could 
not  justly  entitle  them  to  the  exclusive  exercise  of 
a  right  that  was  common,  according  to  the  primi- 
tive laws  of  the  land,  to  every  other  tithing  or  bo- 
rough in  the  kingdom.  Granting  these,  the  right 
was  an  unjust  infringement  of  the  same  liberties 
that  were  denied  to  other  towns  and  boroughs.  It 
was  more  like  the  hostilities  of  depredation,  than 
the  equitable  laws  of  government ;  for  it  was 
exactly  the  same  as  if  certain  towns  were  to  be  en- 
riched, by  a  despoiling  foe,  with  the  plunder  of 
what  he  had  violently  taken  from  others.  Nor 
can  the  plea  of  their  having  beett  in  possession  of 
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the  blood  royal  of  the  Normans  ever  since  the  Con« 
quest,  be  admitted  as  a  justification  for  their  being 
suffered  to  resume  their  elective  privileges,  while 
any  other  freeman  remains  dispossessed  of  them. 
Representation  was  the  right  of  all  the  free,  and 
could  not  therefore  be,  with  justice,  granted  ex- 
clusively to  any.  But  their  having  remained  in 
the  possession  of  the  Norman  kings,  only  proves 
bow  long  the  violence  existed  which  had  first  dis- 
possessed the  original  owners  of  them.  And  surely 
the  length  of  an  usurpation  cannot  be  admitted  ia 
reason,  although  it  is  too  frequently  admitted  in 
law,  as  a  sanction  for  injustice.  That  the  pro- 
prietors were  despoiled  of  the  territory,  could  not 
be  an  equitable  plea  for  disfranchising  all  other 
freemen  that  were  not  mediately  or  immediately 
their  creatures.  Therefore  the  admission  of  the 
boroughsof  Cornwall  to  elective  franchise  from  their 
being  the  dependents  of  sovereign  power,  was  not 
dispensing  or  even  restoring  right:  on  the  con- 
trary, it  was  subjecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  bo- 
roughs to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  choosing  and 
paying  representatives,  that  were  only  called  to 
Parliament  to  be  the  tools  of  power,  instead  of  the 
protectors  of  their  constituents.  Cornwall  send- 
ing more  members  on  the  corrupt  system  of  bo- 
rough representation  than  any  county,  these  few 
observations  appeared  to  be  necessary.  The  Cor- 
nish tenants  take  their  lands  for  ninety  years,  de- 
terminable with  the  lives  of  three  persons,  named 
in  the  lease,  for  which  they  pay  a  fine  to  the  lord 
of  the  soil.  This  method  is  adopted  from  their 
general  inclinatron  to  be  miners :  for  husbandry 
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WW  dot,  until  latelyi  wdl  understood  there;  and 
from  the  profits  of  the  fisheries  being  precarious^ 
the  owner  after  a  lucky  year  chooses  to  employ  h\9 
gains  in  securing  to  himself  a  small  certainty:  he 
therefore  defiosits  his  gains  with  his  landlord,  firom 
whom  he  either*  takes  a  new  leasei  or  renews  hia 
old  one.  As  moreoTer,  the  people  on  the  sea-coast 
and  the  tinning  parts  constantly  increase,  it  causes 
the  dividingi  and  splittii^  of  large  tenements  ;  fat 
every  one  is  desirous  to  hare  any  small  share  of 
house  and  land  for  his  own  life  and  that  of  his 
nearest  relations.  For  a  lease  of  three  lives,  the 
taker  usually  pays  fourteen  years  value  of  the  real 
annual  profit  of  the  estate;  so  that  if  it  be  worth  ten 
pounds  a-year,  the  tenant  will  not  scruple  to  give 
ode  hundred  and  forty  pounds  fine,  besidea  ten 
shillings  a-year  reserved  annually  to  the  lord :  and 
in  some  parishes  they  pay  twenty  years  value^  in-» 
stead  of  fourteen.  In  this  manner,  the  ancient 
possessors  of  the  land  preserve  it  in  tbemselveSf 
and  consequently  all  the  influence  which  perpe* 
tual  landlords  take  usually  especial  care  to  retain 
over  their  tenants,  however  changed  by  death, 
purchase,  or  forfeiture. 

The  noblemen  who  possess  political  influence  in 
this  county  are  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland, Duke  of  Leeds,  Earl  of  Darlington, 
Earl  of  Mount  Edgecombe,  Viscount  Falmouth, 
Lord  Clinton,  Lord  Elliot,  Lord  Grenville,  and 
Lord  De  Dunstanville;  but  their  weight  arises 
more  from  the  control  they  possess  over  the  in- 
significant and  decayed  boroughs,  than  over  the 
county.      These    noblemen    send    no   less    than 
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tfDenty-five  out  of  forty-two  members  for  rottea 
boroughs  witkift  its  limits.  The  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford has  transferred  his  interest  in  the  borough  of 
CameUbrd  to  the  Earl  of  Darlington,  and  the 
Duke  of  Leeds  is  in  danger  of  losing  HelstOfie» 
as  a  bill  has  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  and  is 
now  before  the  Lords,,  to  extend  the  right  of  elec- 
tion to  the  hundred,  in  consequence  of  the  cor- 
poration having,  for  many  years,  sold  the  repre- 
sentation to  the  highest  bidder. 

The  county  is  as  independent  as  any  in  EQglan4» 
and  the  gentlemen  appear  determined  to  keep  it 
so.  In  this,  and  most  other  shires,  when  county 
meetings  have  been  held  to  petition  Parliament 
for  redress  of  any  grievance,  it  has  been  customary 
for  the  sheriff  to  suQun^on  only  the  freeholders,  as 
if  every  other  description  of  persons,  because  they 
are  deprived  of  the  right  of  voting,  should  be 
deprived«of  the  right  of  petitionipg  also.  The  in-^^ 
dependeat  gentlemen  of  this  county,  howeveri 
signed  a  requisition  to  the  sheriff  to  summon  all 
the  householders,  as  well  as  the  freeholders,  tot 
the  last  county  meeting.  The  sheriff  refusing  to 
comply  with  their  request,  a  number  of  gentleQxei^ 
took  the  opinion  of  eminent  counsel  on  the  legality 
of  the  proceeding,  and  called  a  meeting  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  county,  which  wa$  accordingly 
held  at  Bodmyn,  and  the  business  was  conducted 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  sheriff  had  called 
them  together.  Thus  establishing  the  legality  as 
well  as  the  right  of  the  people  to  meet  upon  ^ 
occasions,  where  they  feel  a  public  grievance. 

The  last  contest  for  the  representation  of  this 
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county  was  in  1784,  when  Sir  William  Lemon 
and  Sir  John  St.  Aubin  w^e  each  candidates  on 
the  independent,  and  Mr.  Gregor  on  the  minis- 
terial interest :  after  a  stroi^  contest,  the  numberi 
at  the  final  close  of  the  poll  were  as  follow : 

Sir  William  Lemon.  • 9950 

Francis  Gregor,  esq 1970 

Sir  John  St.  Aubin. 1136 

The  ministerial  candidate,  therefore,  obtained 
the  second  seat,  but  by  a  majority  too  inconsider- 
able to  overturn  the  independence  of  this  county. 

SALTASH. 

Salt  ASH,  a  borough  and  market  town,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Stephen,  and  hundred  of  East,  Corn- 
wall, situated  on  the  light  bank  of  the  Tamar, 
390  miles  from  Londop;  containing  \59  houses 
and  1,150  inhabitants.  It  lies  about  three  miles 
from  Plymouth  Dock,  to  which  there  is  a  ferry  over 
the  river,  called  the  Crimble  Passage.  The  town 
consists  of  three  streets,  and  has  a  considerable 
trade  in  malt.  The  market  is  on  Saturday,  and  its 
Airs  are  Sd  February  and  25th  July. 

REPRESEKTATITS  HISTORY. 

Although  this  town  was  chartered  so  early  as 
Henry  IV.,  it  did  not  send  members  to  Parliament 
before  Edward  VL 

March  19,  167S.  A  petition  of  Richard  Carew 
and  William  Jenners,  esqrs.,  against  the  undue  re- 
turn of  Bernard  Grenville  and  Nicholas  Courtney^ 
esqrs. 
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'   No  report  appears. 

Nov.  3,  1680.  A  petition  of  Bernard  GrenriUe 
and  Nicholas  Courtney,  esqrs.,  touching  the  eUe^ 
tion  for  this  borough. 

No  report  appears. 

March  96,  1715.  A  petition  of  Trevor  Hill  and 
Martin  BIsdon,  asqrs.,  against  the  return  of  Wil- 
liam Shippen  and  Sbelston  Calmady,  esqra^  by 
means  of  the  irregularities  and  partiality  of  the 
mayor  and  recorder  of  this  borough. 

March  17,  1716.  Another  petition  of  the  said 
Trevor  Hill  and  Martin  Bladon,  esqrs.,  in  sub- 
stance the  same  with  the  former. 

No  report  appears  upon  these  petitions. 

Pari.  13.  Thomas  Bradshaw,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  the  election  of  John  Williams,  esq.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  reported  to  the  House, 
that  the  petitioner  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned.  The  clerk  of  the  crown  or* 
dered  to  attend,  and  the  return  was  amended. 
June  8,  1772. 

Pari.  15.  Sir  William  Lemon,  bart.  and  John 
Buller,  esq.,  petitioned  against  the  election  of  Sir 
Grey  Cooper,  bart.,  and  Mr.  Jenkinson.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  reported,  that  the  sit- 
ting members  were  duly  elected.     Feb.  4)  1789. 

.    John  Buller,  and  several  inhabitants^ 

petitioned  against  the  election  of  Sir  Grey  Cooper, 
in  1783.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  re- 
ported, that  Sir  Grey  Cooper  was  duly  elected. 
May  20,  178S. 

Pari.  16.  George,  Lord  Strathaven  (eldest  son 
of  the  Earl  of  Aboyne)  and  John  Curtis,  esq.,  pe- 
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titioned.  Renewed  the  9nd  ftession.  Thc^  chair- 
nm  reporfedf  llmt  the  sitting  members  wer^doly 

el^cteii    April  24,  1785. 

.    John  Lemon,  esc^,  and  some  of  th^ 

burgesses,  petitioned  against  the  eleotion  of  the 
Sgd  pf  Morniof  tpo.  The  chairman,  reported,  that 
Jpbn  LemoQ^ ctsq.,  tbe  petitioner^  yras  duly  electedi 
wd  ought  to  have)  b^e^n  i^turp^d.  May,  1787« 
Tl^  clerk  of  the  croiwn  prdef^  tq  attend^  and  the 
return  amended  accordil^gly^ 

1809.  A  petition  ag^ipst  Matthew  ](lussell 
and  Robert  I>evQrell,  eaqr^t 

1806.  A  petition  agaiosl  Matthew  Russell  and 
Arthur  Chatap^mouod,  esq?s. 

1807f    Ao  app^  iigainst  the  above  petition. 

It  was  fii^t  iocarponeited  by  Charles  IL,  who 
granted  the  inhabitants  the  privilege  of  being  go- 
verned by  a  mayor,  siK  aldermen,  and  thirty-three 
burgesses,  although  the  number  is  now  indefinite. 
These  may  choose  a  recorder,  and  elect  members 
of  parliament.  The  manor  of  the  borough  is 
vested  in  the  corporation,  who,  upon  the  payment 
of  Jgi8,  annually,  enjoy  the  tolls  of  the  markets, 
fairs,  &c.  A  power  was  reserved  in  the  crown, 
as  in  all  other  charters  granted  by  this  monarch, 
to  displace,  at  pleasure,  any  mayor,  alderman,  bur- 
gess, town-clerk,  &c.  This  was  the  tenure  by 
which  the  electors  in  these  places  held  their  fran- 
chise; so  that,  by  this  mode  of  incorporating 
most  of  the  boroughs  in  the  kingdom,  Charles 
possessed  himself  entirely  of  the  elective  influ- 
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enee.  He  was  certain  of  having  noae  but  Us 
friends  chosen  by  these  dependent  boroi^4»» 
whose  inhabitants  had  no  other  security  for  thrar 
tenures  but  obedience  tothe  dictates  of  his  pleasure^ 
It  is,  however,  proper  here  to  observe,  that  this 
arbitrary  principle,  which  had  subjected  the  firet^ 
dom  of  election  in  all  such  boroughs  as  were  tbiMi 
chartered  by  Chsrles  11.  to  ministerial  influenoo 
was,  in  a  trial  respecting  Chester,  decided  about 
twenty  years  since  to  be  nugatory.  As,  theieferey 
this  city  has  thus  emancipated  itself  from  the 
fetters  of  court  authority,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
every  other  borough,  in  the  same  predicament, 
has  the  same  means  of  redress. 

On  the  91st  of  May,  1773,  the  members  of  the 
corporation,  whose  whole  number,  at  that  time, 
was  less  than  twenty,  petitioned  his  present  Ma-* 
jesty  for  a  new  charter :  they  stated  the  dissolu« 
tion  of  the  old  charter,  and  their  incapacity  to 
continue  it.  A  new  charter  was  accordingly 
granted  7th  June;,  1774,  in  principle  similar  to 
that  of  Charles  II.,  for  it  reserved  the  same  power 
of  displacing  corporators  at  pleasure.  The  mem« 
hers  named  in  this  charter  were  most  of  them 
placemen  in  the  dock*yard  at  Plymouth,  or  per* 
sons  holding  offices  under  government.  Thus,  by 
the  creatures  of  corruption,  the  town  of  Saltash 
has  again  been  ri vetted  to  a  servile  dependence 
on  every  administration  for  the  time  being.  Un- 
less the  corporation  choose  members  in  favour  of 
government,  they  are  liable  to  lose  their  civil 
distinctions  and  national  privileges.  When  sove- 
reign authority  stoops  so  low  as  to  dispense  a 
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corporatioD-right  on  the  conditions  of  dependence 
and  servile  obedience,  to  what  a  source  of  political 
integrity  is  a  people  to  look  for  the  restoration  of 
suspended  privilege?  When  every  avenue  of 
freedom  is  thus  closed  by  the  bar  of  arbitrary 
dictation,  the  people  can  have  no  hope  to  see  their 
government  restored.  They  may  be  as  loud  in 
complaining  as  they  have  been  patient  in  suffer- 
ing, without  having  their  grievances  heard,  or 
their  oppressions  even  lamented ;  for,  while  they 
have  been  remonstrating  against  their  loss  of  pri- 
vilege, the  fetters  of  their  bondage  have  been  more 
closely  rivetting.  Surely,  if  any  infringement  of 
the  constitution  calls  aloud  for  redress,  it  is  that 
which  corrupts  and  controls  the  very  source  of 
privilege.  It  is  in  vain  to  guard  against  the  venal 
practices  of  representation,  when  every  member  is 
thus  liable  to  be.  the  creature  of  a  court,  returned 
by  the  servile  dependents  of  every  intriguing  and 
ambitious  ministry.  When  boroughs  are  therefore 
chartered,  and  by  their  own  solicitations,  on  the 
condition  of  having  the  members  of  the  corpora* 
tion  divested  of  elective  ihdependence,  all  secu- 
rity of  freedom  is  lost;  and  nothing  can  possibly 
restore  the  constitution  to  its  primitive  integrity, 
but  the  unanimous  sacrifice  of  all  personal  in- 
terest, whether  of  present  possession,  or  future 
expectancy.  Reform  must  not  be  sought  for  the 
purpose  of  supplanting  one  party  in  order  to 
seat  another;  for,  the  same  principles  of  influence 
remaining,  rotten  boroughs  will  again  be  obliged, 
on  forfeiture  of  their  offices,  to  make  venal  repre- 
sentations, to  support  the  same  attacks  on  a  na- 
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tion^B  rights  in  one  ministry  which  hav«  been  re«- 
probated  as  the  practice  of  others.  Ministers, 
whoever  they  may  be,  according  to  the  present 
state  of  corrupt  representation,  have,  as  we  have 
already  mentioned,  no  security  for  their  seats  but 
the  most  venal  arts  of  influence.  They  dare  not 
depend  on  the  integrity  of  their  measures,  lest 
others,  as  ambitious  as  themselves,  should  surprise 
them,  unguarded  by  their  broad  shield  of  influ- 
ence, and  cast  them  headlong  from  their  heighti 
of  power  and  preferment.  It  is  therefore  seen^ 
that  every  minister,  whatever  may  be  his  profess 
sions  when  in  opposition,  avails  himself  of  all  the 
patronage  and  varie^  of  influence  to  secure  him- 
self against  the  attacks  which  he  has  before  levied 
against  his  predecessors  in  office:  for  this  purpose 
are  boroughs  chartered  on  the  principle  of  Salt- 
ash  :  and  thus  is  corrupt  influence  extended,  not 
only  into  the  petty  jurisdiction  of  a  town-hall  or 
market-place,  but  even  into  every  avenue,  great 
or  small,  divine  or  human,  where  the  passions  or 
senses  of  man  are  to  be  rendered  subservient  to 
artful  intrigue  and  sinister  design.  The  abuses, 
therefore,  of  representation  must  be  in  general  re- 
formed before  the  people  can  possibly  be  free.  No 
constitution  can  be  restored  by  one  set  of  men 
being  in  place,  unless  it  is  by  the  joint  effort  and 
inclination  of  the  rest  aiding  them  in  the  laudable 
design  :  no  persons  possessed  of  power  can  restore 
this  country  to  liberty,  unless  the  principles  of 
that  power  are  first  purified  firom  ambitious  influ- 
ence and  venal  corruption*    While  the  source  of 
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•oppression  fetnains,  every  person  possessed  of 
^ower  must  be  more  tban  kumaii  to  lestst  the 
temptation  to  exert  an  arbitrary  autliority.  His- 
tory scarcely  affords  an  instance  of  any  set  of  i]ien« 
JA  themeridtan  of  luxury,  venaliiy,  Mdinfluem5e, 
nacrificing  their  power  to  patriotiam.  .  Even  tike 
levolution  of  Franoe  was  the  general  act  of  «  ai^ 
4ioo,  ndt  the  sacri4ce  of  ta  few  itadifiridiials.  AU 
ntiks,  degrees,  end  professions,  united  in  the  hw- 
wenel  sacriffice  of  despotism  on  the  shrine  of  ti- 
^berty :  the  soldier,  lawyer,  divi«e,  sitatesfnan,  and 
•artiacan,  ell  'conjoined  411  'Otie  unanitnoiis.  effort  to 
be  ivee.  Cmanc^ipBtiofi  'wu  ^km  tiniveisBl  sea4i«- 
ment  whi^  animated  the  breast  of  die  netion,  and 
tins  bffolce  tthe  bonds  of  slavery.  It  mm  E;deed 
tint  required  the  n^ole  strec^th  of  a  people  *o 
•form ;  and  notbii^  short  of  the  oonsolidaled  power 
«f  la  Junlion  could  ihatie  effected  >the  grand  <)esigio« 
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Foar  times  resol<eed:  ^  That  tbe  aright  of  ^otiag 
£x  the  bovough  of  Saltash  is  in  the  Mayor  and 
•free  Burgesses  oftbo'same,  *being  memhenoftbe 
{Corporation  within  the  same,  and  in  no  •others/' 

Three  times  resolved,  ^^  to  be  in  tike  buigag^ 
fliolders  only/'  The  final  lesolution  is  in  favour 
df  the  burgage-holders. 

NincBXR  OF  TOT&RS-^Bominally  3&,  actually 
l>Qt  one. 

RxTua:iini;FG  aKFi  ciDB--*«4rhe  Mayer. 

P&opRisTon--^A>hQ  CitUer,  of  MmrvaA,  esq« 
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POi^ITICAL  CHAAACTBR^ 

Parliaoieiitaiy  influence  has  been  an  objeot  of  le- 
gal contention  in  thiaboroogh  foi*^niore  than  twenty 
yean.  The  queation  has  been,  whether  the  rigkl^ 
of  election  was  in  the  corporation,  conaistmg  of 
twenty-eight  members,  or  in  the  freeholders  of 
ancient  houses  or  their  sites,  held  by  burgage* 
tenure,  of  which  there  are  tbirty-eight,  and  idl  of 
which  are  the  ptsoperty  of  John  Soller,  esq^  ^ 
Morval,  in  this  county. 

This  question  has  been  seven  times  <rontested  at 
diffietent  elections,  and  brought  to  issue  by  com- 
mittees of  the  Hoose  of  Commons  since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Grenville  Act.  The  delerminatioos 
were,  in  the  three  first,  fei^uvaUle  to  the  corp^* 
Mtion;  but  the  fourth  decided  'the  right  to  be  in 
the  buigage-holders.  Tbfs  produced  an  occwr^ 
fence  which,  more  strangly  than  any  hypothetical 
argument,  must  ^convince  the  mtind,  that  the  pre* 
sent  system  of  representation  most  remain  income 
plete  until  its  innumerable  imperfections  are  forced 
to "^ yield  to  a  radical  reform.  The  Right  Hon* 
Charles  J^nkinson  and  Charles  Ambler  were  nu 
turned  by  the  corporation  at  the  general  election 
in  1785,  and  resolved  by  a  committee,  on  Monday, 
theSdth  of  April,  1785,  to  be  duly  elected.  A 
vacancy  happened  in  October,  »t786,  by  Mr.  Jen- 
kinson  being  created  a  pesr,  when  the  Earl  of 
Mornington  was  returned  by  the  corporation  in 
his  room ;  and  Mr.  Lemon  petitioned  against  the 
said  return,  on  the  right  of  the  burgage-holders. 
The  committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the 
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petition  met  on  the  35th  April,  1787*  and,  on  the 
6th  of  May  following,  reported  to  the  House,  that 
Mn  Lemon  was  duly  elected.  Thus  two  members 
were  sitting  in  the  House  of  Commons  at  the 
same  time  for  the  same  borough,  upon  the  right 
of  different  descriptions  of  electors,  who  had  each 
of  them  been  deemed  ineligible  in  the  same  Par* 
liament.  But  what  is  still  more  remaricable,  and 
derogatory  to  all  principles  of  constitutional  eon^ 
sistency,  is,  that  this  error  in  the  representation 
of  Saltash  still  remained  uncorrected.  The  com* 
mittees  hare  three  several  times  seated  the  mem- 
bers chosen  by  the  corporation,  and  once  deter- 
mined in  favour  of  the  person  who  had  the  suf- 
fn^esof  Mr.  BuUer's  thirty-eight  burgage- tenures; 
but  neither  of  them  were  final. 

Since  the  year  1 8079  the  right  of  election  has 
been  again  contested  on  behalf  of  the  corporation 
by  Lord  Grenville,  and  by  Mr.  Duller  in  defence  of 
his  thirty-eight  burgage-holds.  The  expense,  we 
understand,  has  exceeded  thirty  thousand  pounds. 
Three  more  petitions  have  been  tried ;  two  of  them 
were  decided  in  favour  of  the  burgage-holden, 
and  one  of  them  again  determined  the  right  to  be 
in  the  corporation.  What  difficulty  can  arise  in  a 
question  of  such  little  importance  to  every  one,  ex- 
cept the  two  individuals  interested,  as  to  keep  alive 
a  dispute  for  five-and-twenty  years,  at  an  expense 
altogether  of  above  one  hundred  thousand  pounds ; 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  no  less  than  sevefi  com^ 
mittees  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  several 
weeks  each  time— not  to  examine  how  the  rights 
of  the  peopljp  have  been  invaded  in  this  monopoly 


of  their  elective  franchise,  but  to  determine  whe-k 
ther.  thirty-eight  contemptible  burgage-holds,  be<« 
longing  to  one  man,  shall  nominate  the  ttvo  vaem-i 
bers  for  Saitasfa,  or  whether  about  a  score  clerkf 
and  placemen  in  Plymouth  dock-yard  shall  usurp 
a  power  to  which  neither  of  them  have  a  ^adow 
of  right,  but  which  is  inherent  in  the  whole  peopU 
of  Great  Britain? 

Four  of  these  committees  have  decided  that  th6 
right  is  in  the  corporation,  and  three  others  that  it 
18  ID  the  burgage- holders;  but  the  last  detdittiida- 
tipn,  being  upon  appeal  under  the  amended  Gren* 
ville  Act,  is  final. 

This  borough  is  involved  in  the  satne  drfficul-< 
ties  and  obscurities  as  most  other  borougher  in  th6 
kingdom.  Having  destroyed  that  simple  but  general 
right  ofalltithings,  which  were  originally  boroughs, 
havingasharein  the  legislature;  charters  have  been 
made  by  succeeding  kings,  according  to  theif  se- 
parate views  and  interests,  so  as  to  have  destroyed 
even  the  tenor  and  principle  of  each  Other.  The 
endeavour  to  limit  a  privilege,  which,  by  natui^ 
and  justice,  was,  and  should  be,  a  comimon  inhe- 
ritance, has  involved  the  municipal  constitution 
of  our  boroughs  in  absurd  perplexities,  as  well  as 
exposed  them  16  arbitrary  encroachments.  Saltash 
was  chartered  as  a  borough  so  early  as  Henry  1 V. 
by  its  lord  Reginald  Valletort,  who  was  lord  of  the 
house  of  Trematon,  within  which  Saltash  is  situ- 
ated. A  second  charter  was  granted  by  Richard 
II.,  a  thh-d  by  Elizabeth,  in  which  were  recited 
the  two  tormeTy  and  two  others,  whicb  were 
granted  by  Henry  IV.  and  Henry  VHL  t  in  these 
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were  granted  tbe  towQ  with  all  its  memben  and 
appurtenances^  tbe  ferry  of  tbe  rivett  rents  of  as^^ 
five,  tolls,  &c.,  and  to  be  yielded  to  ber  heirs  and 
successors,  Dukes  of  Corn  wall,  for  18/.  per  an-* 
wm%  as  a  fee-farai  rent :  **  And  that  there  should 
<-*  be  in  the  saias  borough  two  buifpesaes  of  the 
*^  parltamofit ;  aadtbe  mayor  and  iree  burgesses 
^^  for  the  time  being,  as  often  as  a  parliaaoetti 
<*  should  be  sunmoned^  should  have  power  and 
^^  authority  to  choose  two  discreet  and  honest  mcii 
V  to  be  burgesses  of  the  parliament  for  the  same 
!*  borough/'  This  charter  of  Elizabeth  was  surren« 
dered  to  Charles  II.  Jan.  1689-3,  who,  in  cod* 
sequence^  granted  another  to  them,  dated  97  No- 
Teinber,  1683^  whicb  ratirely  changed  their  con* 
stitutiouii, 


ST.  MICHAEL'S,  alias  MITCHELL'S. 

carew,  .  St.  Micv.AXx^'a  IS  a  borough  situated  in  the 
Willis's  P^i^l^^  of  Newlin  and  St.  Enoder,  CorvwalV  950 
Nodtu,     lailes  from  XiQiylott  ;  coDtaining  about  30  bouaw 

vol.  11.  p.  J    •  /•^   •     1     »  . . 

155.        and  160  inhabitants. 

RSPftBSEKTATIYX   HISTORY. 

.  This  place,  was  first  summoned  to  send  meiB^ 
bers  to  ParUan^eot  in  the  reign  of  Kii^  Edward 
YL,  and  has  continued  to  do  so,  as  Dr«  Wilis 
If  rites,  to  this  time. 

Petitions,  &A— May  »1,  1622.  On  a  report 
from  the  committee  for  electionS|  returns,  and  pri^ 
vil^es,  §or  this  borough*~ 


IteM^ved  t  **  That  Mr.  Frineis  BuU«r  is  not 
duly  elected." 

«•  That  Mr.  CoAtrorth  if  duty  t\»:tdit  and  #eU 
fctwroed." 

ilprii  S4«  1646.  tkatoVreAi  '*thitMt,QoWt* 
o^  and  Mi*.  CbidireU  tflo  dttly  eteete^,  ttdd  tlKA 
ivturned,  and  are  fit  members  to  sit  in  the  tliitUi* 

May  3, 16604  On  a  report  ftom  tbfef  odmmktee 
of  pririlq(«,  He.  Tifiri  ThMMt  Cmnw  and  H«m 
magi  f  iock  ii«  reNmied  by  tlk«  pHipdf  oAeur^ 
Resolved :  *'  That  Thomas  Carew  and  Henwgft 
Finch,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected*'* 

May  11, 1069.  Tbs  Ildu««  Ifidhig  that  Ciaries^ 
Loid  FaMhair,  bultgiM  fti^  this  bw4«ghr  bHi  iA>« 
sented  himself  from  the  scmriee  «f  (Ms  Ho«w;# 
Otfdercdt  <*  That  Cbatlies,  L«A)  FiMbaWy  bd  som* 
iBOded  to  attend  fbis  tidviie  «W  MoAday  tfe^ft/' 

-^  idtbv  llcaolvedi  '•  Tb*t  Lotd  FaiMba#  b« 
diiebaijged  iiponf  baiog  a  tti«ttib4t  «f  fbHf  fioaM." 

June  30, 1689<  A  petition  of  Humphrey  C^itifU 
tuft  *»th  >iM>te^  ChiariM  FaAsbaw,  ^.s  «6ttcBit)g 
tba  eleetio*  of  u  b«nf;«M  iaf  thia  bdtdUgb)  Ml  tbe 
petitioner  nor  any  one  kit  hitt  app^iltig, 

Resoiviad :  "  That  the  «aid  petition,  fof  tftr^Af  of 
proacoaiioai»  be  di^misaed/' 

Ootw  9S.  A  petitiott  «f  Htfitffilkrey  GotfrtAey, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  William  Coryton,  lidq. 
\ff  tba  aoder  sh«tiff,  oOdtra^y  to  the  high  sheriff's 
order. 

Dee^Ifth.  Resolved:  •<  that  William  Cdl^- 
tvn>,  «8^.  is  not  duly  elected  a  bui^eM." 

Marsh  Qi,  I690.  A  petifioO  of  Humphrey 
Courtney,  esq.  against  the  return  t/t  Anthony 
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Row,  esq.,  he  not  being  known  by  the  electors, 
but  procured  his  votes  *by  bribery,  &c. 

Resolved :  ^^  That  Anthony  Row,  esq.  is  guilty 
of  bribery,  in  endeavouring  to  be  elected  a  bur« 
gess,  aud  that  the  said  Anthony  Row  is  not  duly 
elected  a  buigess,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House/' 

Dec.  3|  1695.  A  petition  of  Humphrey  Court- 
ney) esq*  and  Thomas  Vivian,  esq.  against  the 
return  of  Anthony  Row  and  Thomas  Debson, 
esqrs. 

No  determination. 

«^7th.  A  petition  of  Apthony  Row,  esq. 
against  the  return  of  Thomas  Viviian  and  Hum- 
phrey Courtney,  esqrs. 

—  14th.  ReK)lved:  *^  That  the  indenture,  by 
which  Anthony  Row,  ^q.  is  returned  is  not  duly 
affixed  to  the  writ  for  electing  members  for  the 
county  of  Cornwall,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House." 

Oct.  S3,  1696.  A  petition  from  Anthony  Row, 
esqw  against  the  return  of  Humphrey  Courtney^  esq. 
'     deceased,  and  Thomas  Vivian,  esq. 

Resolved:  **  That  Humphrey  Courtney,  esq. 
deceased,  was  not  duly  elected.  That  Anthony 
Row,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  bo- 
rough/' 

Nov.  30.  Resolved :  ''  That  the  merits  of  the 
said  election  be  re-considered/' 

Feb.  4,  1697.  Resolved:  "That  Humphrey 
Courtney,  esq.  was  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve 
in  this  Parliament  for  this  borough,  to  which  the 
House  agreed.** 


•■■'.?: 
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Dec.  19, 1698.  A  petition  of  several  inhabit- 
ants  of  this  borough  against  the  return  of  Sir  John 
Hawles  and  John  Povey,  esq.  by  reason  of  divers 
illegal  practices. ' 

Also  petitions  from  Sir  Richard  Blackham, 
btrt.  and  Anthony  Row,*  esq.  to  the  same  effect. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  97»  1699.  A  petition  of  Anthony  Row, 
esq.  against' the  return  of  Sir  John  Hawles. 

No  deterfmnati6n; 

A  petition  of  Sir  Charles  Blackhtm  against  the 
return  of  Sir  John  Howies  and  JohnTbvey,  esq. 

No  detmtnination. 

The  Hou«e  being  informed  that  the  petition  of 
Anthony  Row,  esq.  touching  this  borough,  is  dif- 
ferent from  the  pcftition  presented  by  him  the  last 
session, 

Resolved :  '<  That  the  petition  is  not  the  same 
in  substance^  which  the  House  agreed  to  :'*  and 

Ordered :  ^*  That  the  committee  of  privileges 
and  elections  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on 
the  said  petition/' 

Feb.  13,  1700.  A  petition  of  Sir  Richard  Vi- 
vien,bart.  against  the  return  of  Anthony  Row,  esq., 
he  having  been  formerly  dismissed  the  House  for 
bribery,  &c.,  in  this  borough. 

-—17.  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
borough  against  the  return  of  Anthony  Row, 
esq. 

March  20.  The  Hoqse  proceeded  in  the  matte? 
of  these  petitions,  and 

•     Resolved :  "  That  Anthony  Row,  esq.  is  not 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough.''    • 
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Rewlv^ :  «« Tkft  ^f  Eio)in4  Yivin  i«  duly 
tiscttA  •  ¥mg8w  to  fifivf^  i»  PiwU«in«at  fot  ikb 
boroviglK.'' 

Jan  S,  1701.    A  petition  of  tb^  £[oMUra1»ki 

PhUip  O^rtif  m4  Fr%Q«is  Piiint«r.  ««q.  vgwost 

the  i^qt«  flf  ^  RfC^Md  Yifta*  «»}  Mr,  Gtrnt^ 
Pey. 

.]>fq4e<«fB^pation,  .  / 

Oct.  94,  )709<  Ap«tJtWAfffWiUiwiCoilMQfl9r« 
esq.  against  the  return  of  Rei^tW  IktUot*  tt^ 

Npy.  f, .  I^CWh  A  potitiwp;  of  Cliest^r  N^nfVi 
esq.  against  the  return  of  Sir  Wi)UM«..0Q4gQI» 

Jw  *?•  ij^t    P^tkw  with4n»Wfc. 

»  ■  I 

I 

This  has  been  variously  deterauned,  la-  ih* 
first  c^fB  wbi^h  •ppasm  ¥i||Oft  tile  Jgiiim)»»  the 
members  were  cbosm  by  bMUgh^re,  z,w»^  wUcb 
does  i\ot  at  presaHilt  exist  iq  th^  boroughs  Tq  tbis 
report  it  is  9^^  9Me4k  '^  (be  inbajbiliiot*  CQiKk^ 
scended ;"  which  proves,  that  theiirigbt  beiOf  tbtIS 
copoeded  by  tbe  inhiibitdi»ts  ajt  Urge  in  favour  of 
the  burgluew,  tbey  originajly  possessed  the  privi- 
lege as  it  wavi  sRcientJy  by  tbe  iibabitaait  of  eveiy 
borough  in  the  kipgdonoi,  before  the  cigbt  wss  e«^ 
dusTvely  granted  to  pities,  townst  ^^  boroujihs, 
that  were  more  |mi»edietely  jn  tb^  interest  of 
royalty.  The  next  case,  which  was  in  I66O,  tbe 
members  were  chosen  by  two  e^i^ors,  wbo  were 
themselves  chosen  by  the  lord  of  the  man^r,  aid 
twenty-two  oS  the  freemen  cbosen  by  tb^s#  tWQ 
elizors. 
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Tht  right  of  election  was  then  disputkl  hetiieMi 
tbem  and  the  commonalty  at  large,  which  Wai  de- 
cided by  the  House  in  favour  of  the  former.  Thuk 
was  the  right  of  representation  in  this  borough 
iraDsferred  from  the  people  to  the  lord  of  the  mb- 
nor.  Another  contest  did  notarise  for  tl^enty-ttitie 
years  afterwards.  At  this  deciiiod,  the  rightsidf 
the  people  seemed  to  have  been  so  little  undM^ 
stood,  that  neither  the  lord  of  the  manor,  nor  the 
commonalty,  appear  to  have  eSsMM  the  least 
claim  to  the  privilege.  The  dispute  at  this  eon-^ 
test,  in  16899  was  between  the  inhabitants  |n^I% 
scot  and  lot  and  the  housekeepers  at  large.  The 
determination  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  en- 
tirely different  from  what  they  had  before  deter- 
mined in  1660 :  for  now  they,  on  the  19tfa  of  De- 
cember, I689f 

Resolved :  ««  That  the  r^t  of  election  of  bur* 
gesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said  borough 
(Miuhel  m  earn.  eamub.J  is  in  the  lords  of  the 
borough,  who  are  liable  to  be  ohOsen  portrirVM 
thereof,  and  in  the  housekeepers  Of  the  same  iitft 
receiving  alms/' 

Dec.  19,  1690,  the  same  resolution  Wat  agWdd 
to  by  both  parties^ 

March  30,  1700.  Resolved :  ''  That  the  right 
of  election  of  members  to  serve  id  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  St.  Michaers,  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall  is  in  the  portreves,  and  lords  of  the 
manor,  who  are  capable  of  being  portreves,  and 
the  inhsbitants  of  the  said  borough  paying  stot 
and  lot." 

The  constitution  of  St.  Michael's  ii  that  of  a 


wr 
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superior  or  high  lord,  and  Bve  mesne  or  deputy 
lords,. who  bold  of  him:  the  portrev«,  who  pre- 
rAides  in  the  borough,  is  one  of  the  deputy  lords, 
faoiHially  chosen  to  that  office  at  the  court- leet  of 
.the  high  lord.  Although  the  words  freemen  and 
.cov^monaUy  ^te  used  in  the  first  resolution,  yet 
'  St^  tMiohael's.  is  qot,  nor  .ever  has  been,  a  corpo* 
jmtion.  '  '       • 

>i{).&TORFiNaoFFicJRR-rrthe  Portreve.       ." 
..  P^pRRi^TORSr^Lord  Viscount  Falmouth  and 
3irCbaatop%^:Dawkip«,bart.'  ^    -^ 


POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This,  boiough  <  was  the  joint  property  of  Lord 
Viscount  Falmouth  and  Sir  Francis  Basket,  be- 
tween whom  astoongcontiest  for  superior! ty^HTose 
at  the  general  election  in  17*4.  At  this  contest, 
David  Howell,  esq.  and  Roger  Wilbraham,  esq. 
were  candidates,  on  the  interest  of  Sir  Francis  Bas- 
set;  and  Christopher  Hawkins,  esq.  and  Mr.  Bos- 
cowen,  on  that  of  Lord  Falmouth.  The  numbers 
on  the  poll  were : 

David  Howell,  esq ; .  .97 

Roger  Wilbraham,  esq.   ...  3 1 
Christopher  Hawkins,  esq.  SI 

Mr.  Boscawen 1 5 

A  committee  was  however  chosen,  on  the  I^th 
of  June  following,  to  try  the  merits  of  this-double 
return,  which  was  niade  in  consequence  of  the 
equality  of  numbers  polled  for  Mr.  Wilbraham  and 
Mr,  Hawkins*    The  counsel  for  the  former  stfove 
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very  hard  to  invalidate  the  election  of  the  latter, 
on  the  plea  of  bribery  committed  by  Mr.  Curgen- 
van,  steward  ta  Lord  Falmouth.  It  was  stated, 
that  Mr.  Curgenven  resided  with  Mr.  Hawkins, 
ID  the  bouse  of  one  of  hit  lordship's  agents,  during 
the  election;  and  it  was  proved  that  they  can- 
vassed the  borough  together,  and  that  Curgenven 
asked  the  vote  of  one  of  the  witnesses  for  Mr. 
Hawkins  in  his  presence,  and  jointly  with  him. 
The  committee  were  however  of  an  opinion,  that 
the  agency  of  Mr.  Cui^nven  was  not  sufficiently 
proved  to  admit  this  evidence  of  bribery  (being  a 
plea  to  invalidate  the  election  of  Mr.  Hawkins.) 
Being  therefore  relieved  from  this  accusation,  his 
counsel  proposed  to  strike  off  four  votes  from  the 
poll  of  Mr.  Wilbraham,  which  had  been  admitted 
by  the  returning  officer,  and  to  add  one  to  that  of 
Mr.  Hawkins,  which  had,  by  the  same  authority, 
been  rejected. 

Upon  the  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  this 
proposition,  the  committee  decided,  '*  That  Mr. 
Hawkins  was  duly  elected.'* 

Since  the  above  determination,  Sir  Christopher 
Hawkins  has  p<urchased  Sir  Francis  Basset's  pro- 
perty. Sir  Francis'has  been  created  a  peer  by  the 
title  of  Lord  de  Dunstadville,  and.  this  wretched 
borough  is  become  the  joint  property,  of  Lord 
Falmouth  and  Sir  Christopher  Hawkins,  of  whom 
each  sends  a  member. 
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HELSTON,  OR  HELLESTON. 

HsLSTOK,  it  a  boTOugb  and  market<*town  in 
the  hundred  of  Kerriar,  Corawall,  nine  miles  and 
a  half  from  Penrya^  and  976  ftom  London,  on  the 
river  Looe;  containing  901  bouses  and  9,248  in* 
habitants,  vit.  978  males  and  1,970  females,  of 
whom  415  were  returned  as  employed  in  trade  and 
manufacture.  It  has  a  market  on  Saturday,  and 
its  fairs  are  ISth  March,  90tb  July,  9th  September, 
Stb  November,  the  second  Saturday  before  St. 
Thomas's  day,  the  Saturdays  before  Mid-lent  and 
Palm  Sunday,  and  on  Whit^Monday. 

'  &SPRKSBVTATIVE  HISTORY. 

Helstone  is  part  of  the  royal  demesne,  and  is  so 
called  in  Doomsday  Book.  The  townsmen  held 
it  of  the  kings  of  England,  under  a  quit-rent  of 
13/.  6$.  Sd.,  which  they  pay  for  the  toll,  mills, 
and  S3  acres  of  land  adjoining :  this  was  granted 
in  fee-fieirm,  by  the  charter  of  King  John,  ▲•  d. 
1900,  of  whom,  for  40  marks  and  a  palfrey,  they 
purchased  the  liberty  of  building  a  guild,  of  paying 
no  toll  but  in  the  city  of  London,  of  being  im- 
pleaded no  where  but  in  their  own  borough,  and 
of  enjoying  the  privileges  of  the  burgesses  of 
Launceston  Castle.  Their  fairs  and  markets  were 
also  granted  them  by  the  same  king.  Though 
this  is  so  ancient  a  borough,  it  was  not  incorpo- 
rated until  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who,  by 
charter,  appointed  it  to  be  governed  by  a  mayor 


aifid  four  ^ermtn ;  tbme  test  were  to  be  of  the 
common-couDcil*  and  are  to  choose  94  assistSDts. 
This  charter  wm  eoofirmed  by  Charles  L,  whd 
&rtber  fraQted,  that  the  mayor  for  the  time  being 
should  be  recorder^  and  that  the  preceding  mayof 
should  have  powBf  to  act  aa  a  justice  of  the  peace 
within  the  borough,  and  keep  a  quarter-sessMNi. 
The  manor  belongs  to  the  Dukes  of  CornwaH  ] 
tod  H^lstoii  is  one  of  Idle  four  stannaries  or  eom^ 
age  towns. 

This  borough  sent  representatives  t0  Pariiameirt  ^^^mw,  p. 
tem  thel^h  of  Edwnd  I.,  who  were  chosen  in    J  . 
%)^  f^n  of  Edwanl  IV.  by  all  the  burge9BeB4  p.  99s. 
Aft^r  this  we  meet  with  no  memorandums  rdatii^i; 
to  iU  MUtilafter  the  nestoration  of  King  Charles  the 
Secoqd.       / 

Petitions,  &c. — May  5,  1660.  A  report  from 
the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  for  this 
jbcioitg^  4t9te4  that  Alexander  PentbilKck,  and 
AJNthpfty  KfHf«^«e»  esqrs.  were  returaed  iu  two 
«eveml  indiHitMrw.  and  that  in  their  opinion  they 
flight  to  sit, 

.  Juae  97»  Resolved :  *^  That  the  said  electKMi 
is  ViOidy  to  wbieh  the  House  agreed^  and  a  new 
wri*  waa  o;?clered/* 

April  9t  1690.  A  petitioi  of  Richard  Hoblyn 
against  the  msyor  of  this  borough,  for  lefusing  to 
accept  the  indenture  signed  by  the  electors. 

No  determination. 

April  30,  1714.  A  petition  of  Samuel  Ennys, 
^^•i>^e^iQAt  the  return  of  ThoBMs  Tonkin,  esql 

June  16,     Petition  withdrawn. 


* 
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Pari.  14.  Francis  Cockayne  Cust  and  Philip 
Yorke,  esqrs.,  and*  several  freemen,  petitioned^ 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  reported,  that  Mr. 
Cust  and  Mr.  Yorke  were  duly  elected,  and  that 
the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  and  Mr.  Owen  were 
not  duly  elected.     March  14,  177^. 

Pari.  15.  '  The  chairman  of  the  committee  re- 
ported, that  Philip  Yorke  and  Jocelyn  Deane, 
esqrs.  were  duly  elected,  and  that  Iiord  Hyde  and 
William  Evelyn,  esq.  were  not  duly  elected. 
Feb.  19,  1781. 

Pari.  17.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  tt^ 
ported,  that  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  bart.,  and  Stephen 
Lushington,  esq.,  were  duly  elected,  and  that 
James  Bland  Burgess  and  Charles  Abbot,  esqrs,» 
were  not  duly  elected.     December  22,  1790. 

■  ■ 

▲  RKMARKABLS  CASS. 

In  the  above  mentioned  charter  of  Elizabeth, 
the  freemen  were  to  be  elected  out  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonalty,  or 
the  major  part  of  them;  the  aldermen,  out  of  the 
freemen ;  and  the  mayor  by  the  freemen,  out  of 
two  aldermen  nominated  by  the  mayor  and  aiders- 
men.  Commonalty^  in  this  borough,  has  been 
understood  to  mean yrf^m^n  only ;  and  there  being 
no  determination  of  the  House  respecting  the 
right  of  voting,  it  has  ever  been  assumed  by  the 
corporation. 

In  the  same  manner  as  we  have  seen  the  aristo- 
cracy improve  every  opportunity  of  limiting  the 
rights  of  the  people,  or  the  opulent  and  powerful 
few  usurp  the  powers  of  the  many,  we  see  the 
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little  petty  aristocracy  of  a  mayor  and  four  aldeN 
men,  in  this  borough,  after  limiting  the  extensive 
term  camtnonaliy  to  the  meaning  of  freemen  only^ 
appropriate  to  themselves  even  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges vested  by  the  express  words  of  the  charter 
in  the  latter ;  for,  almost  ever  since  the  charter  of 
Elizabeth  passed,  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  not-^ 
withstanding  the  provision  therein  made,  assumed 
to  themselves,  and  exercised,  the  exclusive  power 
of  electing  freemen,  to  the  entire  disfranchisement 
of  the  rest  of  the  freemen  and  commonalty. 

This  usurpation  of  privilege  was  attacked,  in 
1769,  by  two  informations,  in  the  nature  of  quo 
warranto^  exhibited  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
against  several  persons  of  this  borough,  to  kdow 
by  what  authority  they  were  freemen,  having  been 
elected  without  the  concurrence  of  the  com- 
monalty. The  issue  of  these  informations  was  not 
only  fatal  to  the  freemen  so  created,  but  finally  to 
the  corporation  itself.  The  court  of  King's  Bench 
having  pronounced  judgment  of  ouster  against 
them,  writs  of  error  were  brought  in  the  House 
of  Lords  against  it,  whero  it  was  determined, 
^\  That  the  election  of  freemen  could  not  be  exer- 
cised by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  exclusively  of 
the  commonalty.''  The  judgment  of  the  King's 
Bench  was  therefore  affirmed. 

By  the  statute  9  Anne,  chap  90,  sect.  iv.  a  dis- 
cretionary power  is  vested  in  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  to  permit  informations,  in  the  nature  of 
quo  warranto^  by  the  officer  of  the  court,  at  the 
instance  of  private  prosecutora.  About  thirty 
years  since,  the  court  thought  proper  to  establish 
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a  rule  to  guide  their  decisioBt  by  i^aeolvmg  Mver 
to  grant  informatioDd  agaiust  aoy  cdrpcnrator  whif 
had  pQmi$$ed  ku  fttamchiH  tmeuiif  ye4ur$  or  uf* 
^mrd$. 

Tvro  of  the  aldermeii  tad  eight  of  the  freeqomi 
liaviog  poaaetaioQ  twenty  yeami  the  court  id  com* 
pltance  would  ndt  grant  iDforioatiooaagaiaat  then; 
for  they  were  all  fteeuten  dd/u€to^  ahhougb  elected 
aceordiog  to  uaage  now  deiermifted  to  be  illegid*. 

An  information  Wae  exhibited  against  Riehavd 
Johns,  the  other  MefmaBi  for  usurping  the  offiae 
9t  mayor. 

Such  being  the  state  of  the  bocougb,  a  j^etition 
Waa  presented  to  the  king  in  coiHicil^  in  NovendbeFf 
i779«  fiooi  several  merchants^  tradesmen^  free- 
holders, and  inhabitants  of  Helston,  in  which 
T.  Glynn  and  T«  WiUisy  two  of  the  ten  renmniog 
eorpomtors,  joined*  They  stated  the  two  charterai 
and  the  facts  above  mentioned,  and  alleged  that 
the  corporation  was  totally  dissolved  ;  praying 
therefore  such  relief  as  should  be  thought  expe« 
dient. 

This  petition  being  received  ta  a  comofitled  ^ 
the  privy«couneilt  and  afterwards  to  the  attoniey 
and  solicitor  generals,  December  19f  i772>t  it  WM 
attended  by  counsel,  both  oiir  the  part  of  the  peti^ 
tioners,  and  on  behalf  of  the  mi^or  pa^t  of  the  sufaM 
sisting  corporators,  who  had  entered  a  cavtai 
against  the  petition.  Upon  the  whole  matter,  they 
gave  their  opinion,  that  it  would  be  inexpedietfi 
to  advise  the  king  to  consider  the  corporation  an 
dUssolved^  or  to  grant  a  new  charter^  while  a  eoai- 
petent  number  of  freemen  held  their  piaees^  in  ftcty 
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and  uDquettioned  by  any  judicial  pioc^^i  and 
while  it  remained  la  sttapeoae  in  a  court  of  j^ttt« 
tice,  whether  the  corporation  might  not  coatinme 
itself  by  course  of  law. 

Afterwarda,  in  Easter-term,  1775,  the  cause  al« 
luded  to  was  decided,  and  judgment  given  i^ainst 
Richard  Johns;  and  in  the  month  of  June^  of  the 
same  year,  Hugh  Rogers,  the  other  aldermaa, 
died. 

The  corporatioo  then  coosisted  of  on  ^  one 
alderman  and  dght  fireemen,  and  fheie  was  no 
mayor.  On  this  change  of  circumstances,  the 
agent  of  those  who  bad  petitionedt  November, 
17799  presented  to  the  lords  of  the  committee^  a 
new  petitioA,  atatiiig  the  alterations,  and  that  he 
was  advised,  that  #ie  carpormtUm  aros  totally  and 
abmlutekf  Huahid^  aod  incapoUe  of  preserving  or 
coatiQtting  itself,  and  could  naffer  be  rerived  or  re* 
gain  a  legal  existence,  unless  Ihe^  king  should 
Ihiuik  pmpev  to  grant  a  new  charter  of  incorpora- 
lioir. 

July  S,  1773.  This  petition  wsa  also  re&ned 
to  theatlorney  and  solicitcff^general,  who  were  at* 
tended  by  counsel  in  fiivo«r  el  the  petilioi^  and 
hf  soli^ntora  far  those  who  opposed  the  petition. 

Augisst  1,  1773v  They  reported  the  state  in 
whicb  the  corporation  was  at  that  time ,  they  were 
of  opinion,  that  it  could  no  longer  continue  itself, 
and  that  it  wonld  be  proper  to  advise  the  king  to 
grant  a  new  charter. 

Upon  thb  report,  the  agent  for  those  who  soli- 
cited a  new  charter  presented  another  petition  to 
the  king  in  council,  praying,  on  their  bebal^  that 
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*  * 

Certain  alterations*  from  the  charter  of  Elizabeth',' 
stated  in  a  paper  annexed  to  the  petition,  might 
be  introduced  into  the  new  charter. 

In  Nov.  1773,  a  petition  was  presented  from  96 
inhabitants,  praying  their  named  might  be  inserted 
ki  members  of  the  corporation  in  the  new  charter. 

Another  petition  was,  at  the  same  time^  pre-^ 
•ented  from  seven .  corporators,  who  atone  were 
then  remaining,  also  one  by  Mathew  Wills,  in  be-< 
half  of  himself  and  th«  resit ;  setting  forth  that  pro- 
ceedings to  obtain  a  new  charter  tended  to  injure 
the  rights  of  the  corporation,  and,  therefore,  pray« 
ing  they  might  be  heard,  by  their  counsel,  against 
the  petition  for  the  new  charter. 

Nov.  19,  1773^  These  two  last  peticioBS  were 
referred  to  a  committee  of  privy-council. 

On  Jan.  IT^  1774,  the  attorney  and  solicitor-' 
general,  after  counsel  had  been  heard  on  both 
sides,  reported,  that  it  would  be  expedient  artd 
just  for  his  majesty  to  grant  a  new  charter  on  the 
general  plan  of  that  of  Elizabeth,  but  with  some  of 
the  additions  and  variations  which  had  been  pro- 
posed. The  proposed  alterations,  of  which  they 
approved,  were  stated  in  their  report ;  and  two  of 
them  were,  **  That  the  freemen  who,  notwitb** 
standing  the  charter,  had  been  excluded  from  a 
share  in  the^  election  of  new  freemen,  shoirld  be 
expressly  excluded  by  the  charter.**     And, 

"  That,  by  the  charter,  a  competent  number  of 
fit  persons  should  be  appointed  freemen.** 

*  See  Douglas's  History  of  Cases,  54,  where  the  alteratios^ 
kre  specified. 
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After  some  further  opposition  and  bearings,  the 
charter  was  granted,  and  bears  date  Sept.  3,  1774. 

In  the  recital  it  is  said,  '^  That  the  corporation 
^^  is  now  in  danger  of  being  dissolved^  and  i  neap- 
<«  able  of  continuing  itself,  or  of  exercising  and  en- 
**  joying  any  of  its  liberties  and  franchises  ;*'  and 
this  expression  was  substituted  in  place  of  words 
importing  that  it  was  dissolved^  in  consequence  of 
the  ai^uments  of  counsel. 

.  A  mayor,  four  aldermen,  and  thirty-one  free- 
men, including  the  mayor  and  aldermed,  were  ap- 
pointed nominatim^  by  this  charter.  Richard 
Johns  was  made  an  alderman  ;  and  th6  other  seven 
remaining  corporators  of  the  old  body  were  ap- 
pointed among  the  new  freemen. 

This  charter  was  accepted  by  those  who  were 
named,  except  the  six  old  corporators,  who  had 
petitioned  against  the  charter  being  granted,  while 
those  who  accepted  the  charter,  took  theiroatbs 
and  offices.  The  six,  who  rejected  it,  read  a  pro- 
test against  the  charter,  and  refused  to  act  under 
it :  they  refused  likewise  attending  at  the  ensuing 
election  of  the  mayor;  which  office  Mr.  Rogers 
was  chosen  to  fill  on  September  Q5.  A  general 
election  approaching,  the  precept  for  electing 
members  for  this  borough  was  sent  by  the  sheriff 
to  Mr.  Rogers,  who  gave  notice  that  the  election 
would  be  on  the  11th  of  October. 

On  the  day  of  election,  all  the  members  of  the 
new  corporation,  but  the  six  who  had  refused  the 
charter,  voted  for  the  two  sitting  members.  These 
six  protested  against  the  legality  of  Rogers  acting 
as  presiding  officer,  and  gave  their  votes  at  his  poll 
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for  Mr*  Yofkeaiid  Mr.  Cust.  ''They'afteVv^ards 
proceeded  by.  themselves  to  make  an'  elec'tiiin  of 
these  two  gentlemen.  Richard  Johi^s  act^d  a^  pre- 
siding ojficier^  and  made  aretuVn,  wliich*  was  deliver- 
ed  to  the  sheriff.  Rogers  also  made  a  return  of  the 
sitting  members,  which  be  annexed  to  the  precept, 
and  delivered  to,the  sheriff.  Johns  s  return  was  first 
received  by  the  sKeriff,'*]wHo,  advised'  by* ^r.'Ser- 
geant  Davy  and  Mr.  Buller,  annexed 'the 'rieturn 
made  by  Rogers  *to  Ihe  writ,  and' sent  it  by'  his 
^agent  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  :  he  also  sent  nim 
^the  Other  return  by  his  agent,  out  hot  annexed  to 
Xke  wnt.  "Vt^^en  tbe  "fast-men tfdned  return  was 
tendered  to  'the*  clerk  of  the  crown,  lie  said  he 
could^not  receive  it,  as  it  was  not  annexed  to 
the  writ.  It  "was  icco'r^ngly  rejected,  ahd*sent 
back  to  Cornwall,  but  was  produced  by'  the 
under-sheriff  at  tibe  trial  before  the  commiUee ; 
where 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  contended, — 
1  St.  That  th^new  charter  was  void,  and  that  the  only 
persons  who  had  aright  to  elect  members  of  Parlia- 
ment for  Helleston,  were  the  subsisting  freemen 
under  the  old  charter. 

2.  That  if  the  charter  was  valid,  still  the  free- 
]i\en  appointed  by  it  not  having  been  iii  ppssiession 
of  their  franchise  a  year  before  the  election,  they 
were,  by  the  statute  of  the  3d  of  the  present  ting, 
qap.  15,  incapable  of  voting  at  the  last  election; 
and  theref9re  the  only  competent  electSrsVat  that 
time,  were  the  subsisting  members  of  the  old  cor- 
poration. 

They  siipported  these  positions  by  a  variiety  of 


l^uip^^ts  atid  .Inferences  to  the  cases  of  Bewdley^ 
Pu^baiD,jFlyropton,  and  Colchester,* 

t  From  these  cases,  the  counsel  said  that  it  ap- 
^pea^^  fr()m.  pripciple  and  precedent,  that  the  old 
jE:p^PpratiQn  exi^t^d  when  the  hew  charter  was 
tendered ;  that  if  there  never  had  been  a  heV 
^hffter^  the  old  corporators  had  a  jight  to  chbdse 
.^h^  i^epjreseptatives  for  the  borough  ;  that  the  new 
charter  having  been  rejeidted,  it  is  to  be  consicleted 
ji^vf^dp  ;and  as  if  it  had  never  existed. 

^3p|^  if  tl^is. doctrine  had  not  been  so  clear  as  it 

The  new  corporators  could  not  vote  at  the  last 
election ;  having  been  made  freemen  within  the 

_  »  » 

.year.-rrBy  ^the  statute  3  Geo.  III.  it  is  enacted, 
.*lXhat  no  person  whatsoever  claiming:,  as  a  free- 
*•  man,  to  vote  at  any  election  of  members  to  serve 
•.•in  jt^^rli^ment  for  any  city,,  town,  port,  or  bo- 
••^romgh,  i^  England^  Wales,  and  the  town  of  Ber- 
••  wick  upon  Tweed,  where  such  voter's  right  of 
••, voting  18  as  a  freeman  only,  shall  be  admitted  to 
*J  g^v^.pis  VQte,,at  such  elections,  unless  such  per- 
••  son  shall  have  been  admitted  to  the  freedom  of 
••  si|cb  cjty^  town,  port^  or  borough,  twelve  ca- 
.  *•  lendai:  months  before  the  first  day  of  such  elec- 
V.tion." 

^  ^'jrh^^CQt).n^  observed,  that  the  present  case  was 

.  jb^Qth  within  the  words  and  the  spirit  of  the  sta- 

lute:  he  stated,  that  if  this  act  were  only  to  ex*^ 

, .  tend  to  the  freemen,  not  admitted  to  their  freedom 


■*      !.»■ 


'    *^^  ^|B§  aiif  bpefly  stated  in  our  account  of  the  Boroughs 
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above  a  year*  in  a  subsisting  corporationi  the 
greater  mischief  would  still  remain  without  re- 
medy;  for  a  minister* woufd  hare  it  in  his  power 
to  elude  the  law,  by  creating  by  charter  such  a 
number  of  freemen  as  would  suffice  to  turn  the 
election. 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  stated  that, 
1 .  When  the  new  charter  passed,  the  old  corpora- 
tion was  totally  dissolved. 

2.  The  six  who  refused  the  charter  could  not 
be  considered  as  acting,  on  that  occasion,  in  a  cor- 
porate capacity,  but  merely  as  individuals;  and 
therefore  their  refusal  did  not  affect  the  validity 
of  the  charter. 

3.  The  votes  of  the  members  of  the  new  corpo- 
ration were  not  affected  bv  the  statute  of  George 
III. 

A  corporation  is  a  political  person  which,  like  a 
natural  person,  is  capable  of  a  variety  of  actions : 
it  may  renew  itself;  it  may  acquire  or  grant  lands, 
or  personal  property  ;  it  may  sue  or  be  sued,  in  a 
court  of  law ;  it  may  make  laws  and  r^utations  for 
its  own  government,  &c. 

The  power  of  creating  corporations  is  in  the 
king,  by  his  prerogative  royal.  They  all  exist 
either  by  charter,  or  by  prescription,  which  pre- 
sumes a  charter  before  the  time  of  legal  memory  : 
they  are  created  for  the  purpose  either  of  trade,  or 
the  administration  of  justice. 

Every  corporation  aggregate  consists  of  certain 
intregral  parts,  chalked  out  by  the  hand  which 
formed  it :  if  it  ceases  to  have  the  form  given  it,  or  if 
any  of  its  vital  parts  are  lost,  it  is  no  longer  in  that 
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state  ifl  which  it  was  endowed  with  its  particular 
powers  ;  it  ia  oo  longer  that  thing  on  which  those 
powers  wei^  conferred ;  and  therefore  it  ceases  to 
exist ! 

One  essential  attribute  of  a  corporation  is  the 
name  that  must  be  employed  in  all  acts  done  by 
the  corporation.  The  name  of  the  old  corporation 
of  Helleston  was  **  the  mayor  and  commonalty  ;" 
hut,  as  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be  a  mayor,  the 
name  is  lost. 

A  corporation  can  only  act,  when  assembled  in 
a  corporate  capacity ;  and  there  can  be  no  legal 
assembly  unless  it  be  called  by  the  mayor  or  chief 
officer,  except  in  some  particular  cases  where  it  is 
otherwise  provided  by  act  of  parliament. 

If  this  corporation  had  been  possessed  of  lands 
and  oicfted,  they  could  not  have  brought  an  action 
to  recover  them  :  if  their  tenant  were  In  arrears  for 
his  rent,  they  could  not  distrain  or  sue  for  it ;  if 
their  mace  were  taken  away,  they  could  not  main- 
tain trover  for  it  as  a  corporate  body,  though  the' 
person  who  had  the  custody  of  it  might,  in  his  pri- 
vate capacity,  as  an  individual. 

If  the  corporation  were  dissolved,  the  remaining 
individuals  who  had  belonged  to  it  could  neither 
accept  nor  refuse  the  nevv  charter,  but  as  indivi- 
duals ;  and  the  refusal  by  six  of  them  cannot  in- 
clude any  body  but  themselves. 

Having  stated  these  particulars  relative  to  the 
nature  of  corporations,  the  counsel  next  observed, 
that  the  eight  subsisting  corporators  were  chosen 
illegally;  and  afterwards  replied  to  the  several 
cases  of  Bewdley,  Flympton,  &c.  which  had  been 


166  CX)UNTI£S,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

referred  to  by  tfaie  petitioning  couiisel.  He  referred 
to  the  cases  of  Banbury,  Tiveriton,  Carmafthei), 
and  Maidstone,*  as  cases  infavoiir  of  His  clients. 

He  then  concluded  with  observing  that  the  si- 
tuation  of  Helston  called  for  a  new  charter ;  and 
the  law  officers,  fer  from  being  reprehensible,  did 
what  was  their  du^  to  do,  when  they  advised  the 
crown  to  grant  it.  In  granting  it,  the  crow^n  pro- 
ceeded with  the  utmost  deliberation  and  circum- 
spection ;  counsel  having  been  heard  no  less  thiah 
sii^  times  in  thie  progress  of  the  business.  The  air 
derations  from  the  old  charter  are  such  as  were 
bighly  expedient ;  and  that  chiefly  opposed',  "^H 
proved  to  be  convenient,  by  the  Constant  lisa^e  6r 
the.  borough  ever  since  the  first  was  granted. 

if  no  new  charter  had  been  granted,  the  old 
corporatjions,  must,  ex  necessitate^  fiave  chosen  ^I'ld 
returned  two  burgesses  to  Parliament;  bAt,  ev6n 
jo  that  case,  they  could  not  have  claimed  2l  legal 
title  to  vote;  for  it  is  impossibli^  that  men*  not 
chosen  agreeably  to  the  ol4  constitution,  sJ^ould 
have  a  legal  right  to  vote  under  it.  Their  votfes 
de  facto  must  have  been  allowed,  njerely  that  Ihe 
representation  of  the  nation  in  tlie  House  of  Com- 
mons might  pot  be  ctefective:  tiit  libw  that  absur- 
dity is  removed  by  the  new  cldarter. 

The  old  corporators  complain  of  tWat  chairter 
with  an  ill  grace,  since  they  are  all  thereby  made 
members  of  the  new  corporation,  when  it  was  in 
the  king's  power  to  have  left  thein  all  out  of  it.  If 
no  charter  can  be  valid  but  by  their  acceptance,  the 


•  ^ce  ibese  cases  id  the  History  of  the  Boroughs  lespectivtly, 
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f         ' 

consequepce  will  be,  that  thojse  six  men,  and  when 

♦-       *    ^  *        .    •  \      %  i  I      '    f'  I'll  '    '        t"^  m         '^1  kf'l'  ■•"  •«'.  »■ 

five  of  them  are  dead 'the  single  one  wno  survives, 
willjSend  two  menibers  to  t^arliament';  such  ah 
absurdity  cannot  be    the    consequence    ol^  legar 
prmcipies.* 

that  the  votes  of  members  of  the  new  corpora- 
tion  were  not  a^ected  by  the  statute  3.  of  the  pre- 
sent  king,  is  clear  from  the  words  of  that  statute : 
tbe!disquah'fication  created  by  it  r€^a:rds  persons 
admitted  to  tneir  freedom  within  the  year.  A  man 
never  can  be  said  to  be  admitted  into  what  does' 


•»    r         i«  •» 


not  exists  Until  those  men  were  made  freemen 
b^  t\\e  new  charter;,  the  corporation  to  which  tHey 
belong  had  no  existence ;  therefore  they  caniiot  be 
said  to  be  admitted  into  it. 

This  is  also  clear,  from  the  spirit  of  the  act : 
the  occasion  of. passing  it  is  well  known:  The  ma- 
gis^tes  of  Durham'  had  grossly  abused  their 
power  of  electing  and  admitting  freemen,  by  pour- 
ing in  600  during  an  election  for  meiiil>ers  of 
Parliament.  iThe  legislature  intended' to  prevent 
such  abuses  for  the  future ;  but  there  was  no  com- 
plaint at  that  time  for  any  abuse  of  the  prerogative, 
in  creating  freemen  to  serve  election  purposes.  It 
is  inipossible  to  suppose  that  the  Parliament  ever 
liad  any  view  to  freemen  created  by  charter. 

What  would  be  the  cpnsequence  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  statute,  insisted  upon  on  the  part 
of  the  petitioners  ?  Let  us  suppose  the  new  charter 


^  If  it  be  a  legal  absurdity  for  one  person  to  send  two  mem- 
bers to  Parliament,  how  came  Dame  Packingion  to  send  two 
members  for  Ajlesbury'J 


■  1 1         f- '    i  >. 
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to  be  void,  and  the  sole  survivor  of  the  old  corpo* 
rators  to  die  within  a  year  .before  an  election  ;  will 
it  be  contended  that,  in  such  a  case,  there  could  be 
no  members  of  Parliament  chosen  for  Helston 
under  any  new  charter  the  king  could  possibly 
grwt  ? 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  in  reply,  stated 
that  to  contend  that  the  eight  subsisting  members 
of  the  old  corporations  were  incapable  of  giving 
l^al  votes,  was  to  say,  that  since  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  no  man  has  either  given  a  legal  vote, 
or  been  legally  elected  for  the  borough  of  Helston, 
because,  since  that  time,  there  have  been  no  free- 
men who  had  any  other  title  but  what  they  have 
to  their  franchise. 

The  couQsel  thea  observed,  there  had  been  no 
judginept  of  law  against  them  ;  and  the  house  al- 
ways inquires  whether  the  title  of  such  voters  has 
been  questioned  at  law :  if  not,  they  never  suffered 
such  an  impeachment  against  voters,  in  the  open 
avowed  possession  of  franchise.  A  reply  was 
made  to  the  cases  of  Colchester,  &c.  which  had 
been  referred  to  by  the  opposite  counsel. 

It  was  next  stated,  that  the  purpose  of  appoint- 
ing the  new  corporators  by  name,  could  have  been 
no  other  than  to  take  them  out  of  the  operation  of 
the  statute  of  George  III.  But  for  the  reasons 
already  given,  they  were  still  within  the  meaning 
and  spirit  of  that  statute.  A  certain  proof  that  the 
word  *•  admitted'^  is  not  there  used  in  a  technical 
sense,  is  this  ;  that,  in  the  very  same  sentence, 
the  same  word  is  used  with  regard  to  persons  ad- 
ipitted  to  vote  at  an  election.     **  No  freemen  shall 
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be  admitted  to  vote  at  an  election/'  &c.  If  the 
legislature  bad  in  tbat  statute  affixed  any  strict 
technical  idea  to  the  word,  they  would  not,  in  the  . 
same  breath,  have  used  it  both  in  its /ec/mtca/ and 
popular  sense.  He  concluded,  by  stating,  in 
what  the  case  of  Caermarthen  was  not  in  point. 

The  counsel  on  both  sides  having  finished  their 
pjeadings— 

On  Tuesday,  March  14,  the  committee,  by  their 
chairman,  informed  the  House,  that  they  had  de* 
termined. 

That  Philip  Yorke,  esq.  and  Francis  Cust,  esq., 
were  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned. 

Accordingly,  the  order  was  made  which  is 
usual  in  cases  of  a  single  return,  when  the  deter- 
mination is  in  favour  of  the  petitioners,  viz. 

"  Ordered, — Thait  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown 
"  do  attend  this  House  (to  morrow  morning),  with 
*•  the  last  return  for  the  borough  of  Helston,  in 
*^  the  county  of  Cornwall ;  and  amend  the  same, 
*^  by  erasing  out  the  names  of  the  Right  Hon. 
*'  Francis  Godolphin  Osborne,  commonly  called 
"  Marquis  of  Caermarthen,  and  Francis  Owen, 
**  esq.,  and  inserting  the  names  of  Philip  Yorke, 
'*  and  Francis  Cust,  esq.,  instead  thereof."* 

But  the  next  day,  when  the  deputy-clerk  of  the 
crown  attended,  according  to  the  above  order.  Sir 
John  Hynde  Cotton,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, aicquainted  the  House,  that  the  return 
upon  which   they  had  determined  was   not  that 


♦  Votet,  p.  366. 
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then  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk,  of  the  crown,  but 
W0^.  an  in(^ture  of  return  ex^cute^d  by  Richard 
John^  alderman  of  t^e  sajd  borough,  and, several 
oi\\^T  persons.;  and  which  had  been  produced  to 
the  committee  by  the  sl^eriff  of  the  county.     He 

then^elivered  Johns's  return  in  atthe  table  ;  and 

'•  "      -•       '.1...  •.,»       .  ^ 

the  order  for  altering  the  oth^r  being  discharge, 
a  new  order  was  made. 

'*  That  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  do  amend 
*'  the  said  return,  by  taking  o^  the  file  the  inden- 
**  ture  of  returns  annexed  to  the  writ  for  the 
'^  county  of  Cornwall ;  and  by  annexing  then^to 
^'  the  indenture  of  return,  executed  by  the  said 
*'  Richard  Johns,  and  others,  and  now  delivered  in 
*'  at  the  table.'* 

And  this  w^  done  accordingly.* 

Cask  of  ths  double  return  eor  this 
BOROUGH.  The  petitions  of  the  electors  alleged 
the  same  as  t^he  respective  members  returned. 
They  were  to  the  following  purport : 

That  the  Rev.  John  Pasmore,  mayor,  and  se- 
veral freemen  of  the  borough,  had  voted  for  and 
choaen,  by  a  great  majority,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott, 
h^rt.,  and  Stephen  Lushington,  esq.,  as  members,  to 
serve  the  borough  of  Helston  in  Parliament.  That 
one  Richard  Penhall  took  upon  himself  to  vote 
for,  and  elect,  James  Bland  Burgess,  and  Charles 
Abbott ;  and  had,  without  any  lawful  authority, 
returned  the  said  persons,  although  no  other  but 
the  aaid  Penhall  had  voted  for  the  said  James 
Bland  Burg^,  ^nd  Charles  Abbott :  and  the  she- 

•  Votes,  p.  369,  370. 
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fl(F  hadaec^pt^dl' and -aTmeked  this  lasl^nbturattO' 
fais^WHt;  and^tritadnffiued  it  to'the  clerk  ofthe^ 
crown. — That  notwithstanding  Penhall  cUimed-to* 
vote  under  the  charter  of  97  Elivabetb,  y^-he  was 
ndt'dbfy*decti^d  a  freeman  acoording  to^  the  pro- 
vislions^of  the  s^id' charter;  fbr  he  waseltoted  by 
tlie  itiayor  and  fteemen' only,  as  all  those  were  wtko* 
hyd'beigtl'oU6ted  by  a'judgnoent  inthe  King's  Bench,; 
^VthdUgh  ttte  corpotatibn  by  the  said  charter  is 
di^blVed  : — and  that  tHe  said'  Jkmes*  Blend-  Bur^ 
ge^s*  sldtf'  Gbarle«  A'bbot,  teive  been  uoduly  elected^ 
&c.  &e. 

The  pie/ition  of  Richard'  Penhall  stated,  te  the 
folfoWing  purport : 

That,  being  the  only  snrviviiig  freeman  of  the 
ancient  borough  of  Uelston,  he  ooneeiFed  the 
chafrt^r  of  1^74  to  be  a  manifest  yiolation  of  the 
righft  aAd  privileges  of  the  members  of  the  old 
c6)^|:^or2(tion ;  thftt  it  had  never  been  accepted  by 
hitti  and  a  majority  of  the  old  corporation :  that, 
h^ittg  tbe  duly  remaining  freeman  of  tbote  who 
had  r^jeictjsld  the  new  charter,  he  bad  voted  for 
Janies  BlaDd  Burgess  aad  Charles  Abbot,  esqrs., 
^Im  #ere  therisby  duly  elected;  and  accordingly 
he  bad  ejte^ut^  an  indenture  of  return  of  them 
to  the  said  Richard  Hitchens,  who  received  the 
sfttfie.  That,  under  colour  of  the  royal  charter,  he 
bnd  others  had  been  rejected,  John  Pasmore  bad 
taketi  a  poll,  admitted  such  as  had  no  right  to 
Vdfe,  and  had  unwaiYantably  returned  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot  dnd  Sitepheh  Lushington,  esq.^and  the  sheriff 
h^d  a'nfieked  to  his  writ,  not  only  the  return  of  the 
j)etitid&er,  but  aldo  that  made  by  John  Pasmore, 
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in  prejudice  of  the  said  James  Bland  Burgess  and 
Charles  Abbot,  who  only  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned, Sec.  ice. 

The  petition  being  read, 

Mr.  Douglas,  counsel  for  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  and 
Mr.  Lushington,  and  also  on  behalf  of  the  mayor, 
stated,  that  a  gentleman  had  claimed  to  himself 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  sending  two  members  to 
Parliament ;  and  contended  also,  that  he  was  the 
l^al  returning  officer.     He  thought  he  might  ar- 
gue that  one  elector  could  not  admit  of  a  majority 
of  voices.    After  stating  several  particulars  relative 
to  the  ancient  corporation,  he  observed  that  the 
question  was.  Whether  the  crown  has  a  power 
to  grant  a  charter  against  all  opposition  of  the 
old  corporators;  and  whether,  if  it  be  not  ac- 
cepted, it  is  valid  ?  The  court  of  King's  Bench 
had  decided  that  it  was  valid,  and  that  Pasmore 
was  the  l^al  mayor.    The  committee  had  there- 
fore that  desideratum  before  wanted.  While  there 
were  six    freemen  alive,     they   might  be    con- 
sidered as  the  successors  and  representatives  of 
the  old  corporation  aggr^ate;  and,  in  fact,  they 
acted  in  an  aggregate  capacity.    But,  by  the  death 
of  five  of  the  six,  there  was  a  sole  member  of  a 
corporation  aggregate :  here  was  a  charter  in  terms, 
constituting  an  aggregate  body,  but  which  con- 
sisted of  only  one  person.     When  the  corporation 
was  thus  reduced  to  one  member,  he  conceived  it 
was  gone,  and  that  the  right  of  voting  was  conse- 
quently at  an  end.     He  considered  Lord  Mans- 
field's doubt  respecting  the  case  of  Colchester  and 
Seaber  as  an  extra-judicial  opinion,  and  not  deli- 
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vered  with  any  certainty.  But  he  thought  the  opi- 
nion of  Lord  Mansfield,  in  this  particular,  was  com- 
pletely negatived  by  that  of  Lord  Holt,  in  Ashby 
and  White,  9:52,  who  expressly  says,  "  that  the 
right  of  common,  and  voting  for  members  of  Par- 
liament, are  vested  in  the  entire  community/' 
After  defending  this  doctrine  of  Lord  Holt,  he 
stated,  according  to  the  same  authority,  the  two 
sorts  of  electors  contained  in  boroughs: — first, 
where  the  electors  give  their  voices  by  virtue  of 
burgage  tenures ;  and,  secondly,  by  their  beinig 
members  of  the  corporation. — If  then  the  corpo- 
ration is  dissolved,  when  it  has  lost  its  head,  and 
has  not  the  power  of  peq)etuating  itself,  how  can 
it  be  said  that  the  rights  of  individuals  survive  the 
body  politic  ? 

But  surely  it  is  the  duty  of  the  crown  to  pre- 
serve the  representation  of  the  people.  When  the 
old  corporation  was  at  an  end,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  crown  to  erect  a  new  one  ;  and  this,  according 
to  Lord  Holt,  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  crown 
can  grant  the  privilege  of  sending  members  to 
Parliament.  But,  if  it  can  grant  that  privilege,  it 
can  surely,  by  every  principle  of  law,  annex  con- 
ditions and  limitations  to  its  grant,  which  is  a  vo- 
luntary act  of  its  favour.  The  counsel  then  ac- 
knowledged the  position  of  Lord  Coke,  in  bis 
4  Institut.  p.  48.  that,  **  if  the  king  doth  newly 
incorporate  an  ancient  borough  which  sent  bur- 
gesses to  the  Parliament,  and  grant,  that  certain 
selected  burgesses  shall  elect  burgesses  of  Parlia- 
ment where  all  the  burgesses  elected  before,  this 
charter  taketh  not  away  the  election  of  the  other 
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.bvklgoises/'    iThiff*  ihe  observed,  was  ly^en^^be 

.eiawnc  tendei'ed.ci:  new- p  barter  tOiasounde^i^tipg 

QCtrporatjop^ .which  mjgbt  j^fuyse  or.acc^pt  it  at  its 

pleasure ;-  or-,  to  a  bofp^gh.  by  prescription,  a^ll 

retaining 'it^jppescFiptiirejights  :  ibpt  ^lie  old  qor-» 

poration  b^ifig*QOriiporey  the  crown  mighty. ^iirj^ly 

the  exarpis^  of^rfqrffieriright.  ^e^pnt^q^d 

n^w  corponrtorsyiby  §ic tending  the  r^pre-' 

•entetion,  ioatetd  .ofjfiojurilBg  the ^  rights  ofirfb^ 

ibopovgh,  did'il: the  greatest  .sarxrice:  nor  4^4}d 

rthisf  power  ,of  .thci  ^crown  create  the  l^ast.^^Ijn ; 

.the chocksiAfoposedby Jaw.on  it,  t^e  prevj(9]ii8,^n- 

.  >ti«tigatioii  reftdeced*  the  exercise  !oC;tb9  right  isl- 

rdoost  a  judicial  act  ;..aDd  that  it  was  infinit<^y,l^ 

:  liable  Jtoiahuseithaa  a  (K>iporation.reg,«ilatipg  }|salf^ 

And  the  new  charter  was  accepted  on  the.  jQpst 

.important,  condition  ^of > its.. acQpp tors  having  the 

^  itahinble  privil^e  .of  «sendjng  iC^pe^entfMYes.to 

fthe<  senate  of  jthe  nation. 

'Evidence  was  :tben:examin^djtQ  prov?  tbdt  I^f  n- 

hall  and  bis  brethren  had  been  elected  frei^iQ^it 'by 

the  majforand  ald^nien,  in  exclusion  qf  the  Affni- 

..fwrnalttfr  and  that  th/ey. were  therefore ;:Uiega)ly 

rchosen. 

'  Oman  ol^eotion- relative  to  the  reading, of:  the 
.<|^tition^  from  both  parties,,  on  -the  proceeding^ 
;  /for-  the.  'jiew  oharteri  it .  waa  acknowledged,  that, 
although!  the* present  timea.  were,  not.^^uspicious, 
.there  rhadvbeen  tin^es^  wbenvthe.rig^t^.of  indi- 
viduals aiid  of.corporationa.wer^  by  no  XQcans  s^ife 
.in  the.handa  of >the attorney. and.solicitortgpparals^ 
Ftuori    '  whose  opiqion^tbey^^eon^ered  a^  given,  in  this 
p*  90.       iaatance^  to.their  client,,  the  ci;own. 
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^  the  petitions' bdihg'  tdd/ AccbrdiiKg  to'igWc- 
ment,  it  appeared  Penhall  was  6he 'of  thbte  Who 
opposed  tbe'kieW  ^itiht. 

The  cbmhiitre^^determihihg,  afl6f  dtttne'deb&re^ 
on  receiving  evidence ; 

A^ witness  beiAg  calldd,  said;  that  he  att^tided 
when  the  birsine^s'Wasagitdt^id' before 'the  totd 
privy-seal  fthe  t)uke  of  Grt[ftbh)/th0  Ib^d  chief 
baron  Sibitb' attended  ^d'asd^stor  to  his  grace  :*  the 
parties  Were  then  heard  by  cbuilsel,  aiiid  again  be* 
fore  the  chancellor,  'He  flowed,  od  tlrOss-eica- 
mination,  that  the  ag^ht  of  the  otbet  p^drty  applied 
for  a  copy  of  the  n'ew  'charter,  ^nd*  the  nfames  of  the 
new  corporators,  which  was  refti^ed  ;  btit'thishe 
knew  only  from  the  declaYation  of  the  agebt.  The 
acceptance  of  the  new  charter  was  then  proved  by 
all,  except  th^  six  oldbufgesseS)  Whtir refused. 

'Mr.  East  ai^gUed,  that  thd  presetit  (^dH^mittee 
were  not  precluded  in  their  jadgtAent!  by  the  de* 
cisions  of  fortner  committee^,  and  contended  that 
%he  question,*  Whether  theii^ht  of  Votibg  iii'Hel- 
sten  belonged  only  to  those  of' the  cfOlrpWatlon, 
Tiad  been  virtually  decided  in  the  Cbiirt  of  King's 
'Bench.     He  stilted  it  as  a  general  maxim,  that  the 
king's  grants  are  to  be  upheld,  if  possible,  and  not 
to  be  deemed  void,  except  from  necessity;  ahd8Co.p.55. 
when  upheld,  are  to  be  construed  in  the  most  J^^^*  **• 
liberal  manner;  or,  as  the  books  express  it,  t/^^ue 
ad  pleniiudinem.    (3  Inst.  496.)     He  considered 
the  new  corporation  could  be  neither  valid,  nor  the 
charier*  construed  ad  plenitudinemj  if  the  old  cor- 
poration was  supposed  to  exist,  and  the  charter 
did  not  confer  the  rights  it  meant  to  bestow.    The 
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question  therefore  might  be  resolved  into  the  three 
following  inquiries: 

First, — In  what  right  Mr.  Penh^K  claimed  to 
vote  ? — ^The  answer  roust  be  that  of  being  an  old 
corporator  of  the  borough. 

Secondly, — Does  the  corporation,  of  which  he 
claims  to  be  a  member,  exist  in  law  ?  And, 

Thirdly, -Supposing  it  does  not,  can  a  corpo- 
rator have  a  right  of  voting,  when  the  corporation 
by  which  he  claims,  has  ceased  to  exist  ?  In  an- 
swer to  the  second  question,  which  he  considered 
the  most  material,  he  observed,  corporations  are 
not  formed  by  the  crown  merely  to  bestow  privi- 
Ji^es  on  individuals,  but  to  iHt)roote  the  happiness 
and  interest  of  the  public.  When  therefore  they 
can  no  longer  benefit  the  community,  they  shall 
forfeit  the  privil^es  granted  to  them  for  that  bene- 
ficial purpose.  The  King's  Bench  had  confirmed 
this  principle,  in  the  case  of  the  King  and  Pas- 
more.  He  then  enumerated  the  principal  argu- 
ments used  by  the  judges  in  that  case.  He  con- 
tended, that  not  one  of  the  powers  which  Mr. 
Vol.  i.  p.  Justice  Blackstone  states  as  essential  to  a  corpora- 
'^*  tion,  existed  in  that  of  Helston,  when   the  new 

charter  was  granted.  They  had  neither  perpetual 
succession  ;  they  could  neither  sue,  nor  be  sued; 
they  could  not  purchase  land  ;  they  had  no  com- 
mon seal ;  nor  could  they  make  bye-laws  for  their 
internal  regulation. 

He  next  contended  that,  when  one  integral  part 
of  a  corporation  was  lost,  without  the  power  of 
supplying  it,  the  whole  was  dissolved.  Among 
many  authorities,  he  quoted  that  of  Sir  George 
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Treby,  in  the  great  quo  warranto  case  respecting 
the  city  of  London,  who  acknowledged  that  a  cor-^ 
pbration  cannot  exist  by  halves. 

Mr.  East  then  adverted  to  the  several  cases  Of 
Bewdley,  Banbury,  Tregony,  Tiverton,  Maidstone, 
Colchester,  and  Seaber,  all  as  cases  in  point,  ex- 
cept the  latter;  in  which  he  stated,  that  the  cor- 
poration being  revived  by  a  new  charter,  accepted 
by  tbe  members  of  the  old  corporation,  the  re« 
maining  scintilla  Juris  was  rekindled.  In  advert- 
ing to  the  case  of  Banbury,  he  stated,  that  the  case 
of  Lazarus  being  then  mentioned  at  the  bar, 
doubting  if  he  would  have  been  restored  to  his 
estate  after  three  days  death.  Lord  Chief-Justice 
Parker  said,  that  as  the  Creator  only  can  raise. a 
dead  man,  so  none  but  the  crown  can  raise  a  de^ 
ceased  corporation,  which  itself  created.  He 
added,  the  corporation^  in  the  present  case  (Ban- 
bury,) is  not  asleep^  but  dead;  and  the  expression 
Lazarus  sleepeth^  was  owing  to  the  intention,  of 
reviving  him  :  but  the  expectation  of  scire  facias 
to  revive  a  corporation,  or  of  a  new  grant,  cannot 
be  entertained* 

In  arguing  upon  this  important  subject,  he  stat- 
ed, that  Lord  Holt  expressly  says,  **  I  am  of  opi- 
."  nion  that  a  corporation  may  be  forfeited  if  .the 
"trust  be  broken,  and  the  end  of  the  institution 
*' perverted."  Helston  had  forfeited  one  of  its 
most  sacred  trusts,  that  of  perpetuating  itself;  and 
therefore  the  corporation  was  gpne  beyond  all  pos- 
sibility of  revival.  Mr.  Penhall  could  not,  con- 
sequently, claim  a  single  right  by  virtue  of  a  cor- 
poration which  had  forfeited  all  its  rights  entirely. 

PART  II.  VOL,  I.  N 
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It  was  argued  however  in  his  favour,  that  although' 
he  had  lost  all  right  as  a  member  of  an  aggregate 
body,  and  could  not  perform  one  act  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community,  for  which  his  corporation  was 
instituted,  yet  he  could  feed  his  cattle  on  the 
common,  and  come  down  in  a  post-chaise  to  exer;- 
cise  the  invaluable  right  of  voting  for  members 
of  Parliament.  Among  other  observations,  this 
counsel  stated,  that  if  Mr.  Penhall  claimed,  as 
an  individual^  he  was  silenced  by  the  charter  ;  if 
as  a  corporator,  by  the  judgment  of  the  King's 
Bench  ;  there  was  therefore,  in  each  way,  a  pub- 
lic record  against  him. 

Mr.  Partridge,  counsel  for  Mr.  Burgess  and  Mr. 
Abbott,  who  were  chosen  and  returned  by  the 
only  surviving  member  of  the  corporation  of  HeU 
ston,  hoped  to  support  their  title  upon  principle, 
authority,  and   former  decisions.      After  stating 
the  nature  and  intention  of  the  first  charters,  he 
observed,  that,  whether  the  members  of  the  old 
corporation  ought,  in  conscience,  to  have  joined 
the  inhabitants  of  the  borough^  who  applied  for 
the   new   charter,   was   not   the   question :    they 
wrere  certainly,  however,  in  point  of  law,  justified 
in  their  uniform  opposition  to  the  new  grant.  The 
officers  of  the  crown  never  declared  the  old  cor- 
poration was  entirely  dissolved :  on  the  contrary, 
a  great  law  authority  inserted,  with  his  own  hand, 
in  the  draught  of  the  charter,  that  it  was  in  dafiger 
of  being  dissolved.     He  contended  that  the  cor- 
poration of  Helston  was  not  dissolved  by  surrender 
of  privilege,  abuse,  or  negligence,  or  by  the  civil 
or  natural  death  of  all  its  members:   and  he  de- 
nied that  corporations^  were  ipso  facta  dissolved^ 
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whenever^  from  circumstances,  they  could  not 
act  in  a  corporate  capacity.  This  was  an  inference 
that  was  not  established  by  all  the  cases  adverted 
to  in  its  support:  they  only  proved  what  must 
eventually  happen ;  that,  when  bodies  politic  }o86 
the  power  of  filling  up  vacant  offices,  they  must 
in  time  experience  a  total  annihilation.  Mr.  P. 
then  replied  to  all  the  cases,  and  stated  in  what 
they  were  not  in  point  with  the  present  question^ 
In  this  part  of  his  pleading,  he  observed,  that  Mn 
J.  Asburst  says,  that,  in  the  old  cases,  the  word 
dissolved  la  used  in  an  equivocal  sense;  but  it  is 
now  contended,  that  it  clearly  means  a  total  anni* 
hilation  of  all  the  rights  of  the  community  and 
its  individuals:  but  a  body  politic  maybe  dis* 
solved  quoad  its  corporate  existence,  and  not 
quoad  certain  rights  of  its  members;  and  justice 
undoubtedly  requires,  that,  where  a  person  has 
complied  with  all  the  terms  and  conditions  of  a 
charter,  he  should  enjoy  its  benefits.  Mr.  Penhall 
being  incapable  of  preventing  judgment  of  ouster 
against  others,  oi^ht  not  to  be  involved  in  their 
punishment.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  17444 
Until  the  year  1769,  the  charter  under  which  he 
acted  was  unquestioned ;  nor  had  any  process 
been  instituted  personally  against  him.  What 
legal  magic  could,  therefore,  deprive  him  of  rights 
vested  in  him  so  long,  and  so  frequently  exercised? 
The  personal  right  of  every  corporator  is  erf  the 
greatest  importance.  As  to  the  rights  of  a  cof- 
porate  body,  vested  in  one  individual,  being  ab-* 
surd ;  the  case  of  an  abbot,  whose  convent  is  en-* 
tirely  dead,  is  a  sufficient  answer.     The  charter  of 

N  2 
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Elizabeth  does  not  require  the  presence  of  a  mayor 
at  an  election ;  if  there  be  no  mayor,  the  nex€ 
senior  alderman,  and,  in  his  absence,  the  next,  or 
the  sefiior  freeman,  is  to  preside.  Where  then, 
he  asked,  are  we  to  stop,  while  any  corporator 
remains?  But  should  this  be  the  case,  under  the 
charter  of  Elizabeth,  the  argument  would  be  much 
stronger,  were  this  charter  removed;  for,  in  the 
reign  of  John,  a'  corporation  existed  in  Helston 
uithdut  mayor  or  aldermen  ;  and  they  sent  mem- 
bers to  Plirliament  before  those  offices  were  known 
to  them:  and  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  they 
accounted  with  the  crown  as  burgesses  of  Het- 
ston.  The  primary  rights  therefore  remained, 
although  their  participation  was  extended  to 
others,  and,  if  the  officers  were  removed,  must 
revert  to  them  alone. 

Evidence  being  examined,  proving  the  several 
returns  that  had  been  made  by  Penhall  and  his 
colleagues ;  that  all  returns  were  made  by  the 
sheriff,  who  added  to  the  names  of  the  members 
those  of  the  manucaptors ;  that  the  corporation 
accounted  with  the  crown  as  burgesses  of  Helston  / 
and  that  the  attorney-general  had  substituted,  in 
the  draught  of  the  charter,  the  words  in  danger 
ef  being  dissolved y  instead  o{  absolutely  dissolved. 

Mr.  Law.  Evidence  being  heard,  this  counsel 
said  he  was  ready  to  meet  the  discussion  de  novo^ 
in  favour  of  his  client,  Mr.  Penhall:  he  stated, 
Mr.  Penhall's  right  was  never  questioned ;  his 
title  was  confirmed  by  40  years  possession,  and 
had  been  acknowledged  by  the  recorder  under  the 
new  charter. 
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As  to  the  mace  and  other  insignia  of  office, 
they  were  gaieties,  and  not  essential  in  the  bo- 
rough. Mr.  Penhall,  being  the  sole  survivor,  was 
a  corporation  in  himself;  which  is  justified  by 
the.  civil  law,  from  whence  is  taken  the  constitu*? 
lion  of  bodies  politic.  This  appears  by  the  Pan- 
dects, lib.  3,  tit.  4,  lex  7.  §  S-  '*  Si  univergiioi 
ad  unum  redii,  magis  admiitiiur  eum  convenire  et 
conveniri;  cum  jus  in  unum  reciderii^  et  $t§t 
nomen  universiiaiis.'*  So  in  the  case  of  Sutton's 
Hospital,  10  CO.  many  governors  were  named,  and 
their  survivors  or  survivor  empowered  to  com- 
plete the  number  to  sixteen ;  but  it  might  be 
that  the  survivor  should  be  required  to  act  as 
sole  governof.  The  new  grant  conveyed  every 
thing  to  its  acceptors,  except  the  right  of  Mr. 
Penhall,  as  a  member  of  the  old  corporation. 

It  was  never  said  that  the  subject  could,  al- 
though the  king  might,  be  deceived  by  a  grant 
from  the  crown.  He  then  adverted  to  the  cases 
of  Colchester  and  Seaber  ;  by  which,  he  said,  it 
appeared  that  a  corporation  might  exist  as  an  im- 
perfect body,  and  by  a  species  of  palsy,  like  the 
human  frame,  retain  some  of  its  functions,  al- 
though it  had  lost  the  exercise  of  others.  But 
his  friends  seemed  to  contend,  that  it  could  only 
die  by  an  apoplexy,  and  must  perish  at  the  first 
stroke.  The  right  of  voting,  though  first  derived 
from  the  corporation,  was  a  personal  privilege; 
and  the  wages  of  the  members  not  from  the  body 
politic,  but  from  the  individuals  represented.  So 
also  the  fee-farm  rents,  the  95  marks  in  evidence, 
were  the  personal  debt  of  the  individuals,  and 
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tfaerefore  not  levied  on  the  lands  of  the  cbrpora- 
tion.  The  burthens  being  personal,  so  ought  to 
be  the  privileges.  In  Ba^'s  case>  therefore,  it  is 
said,  ^^  When  a  man  is  a  fireeman  of  a  city  or  bo* 
rough,  he  has  a  frtthold  in  his  freedom  for  life/' 
Nothing  then  but  his  own  act  can  divest  him  of 
this  freehold.  It  might  otherwise  be  said,  that 
ivhen,  by  act  of  parliament,  a  master  of  arts  has 
the  privilege  of  holding  two  livings,  it  would  be 
iost  to  those  who  had  taken  their  degree,  should 
the  universities  be  afterwards  dissolved.  Among 
other  references  to  cases  and  authorities,  he  in* 
atanced  Blackstone  (I.  59\)y  who  says  of  corpo- 
rations circumstanced  as  Helston,  '*  I  am  of 
i^  opinion,  that  the  corporation  is  not  dissolved, 
f*  T)ut  only  deprived  of  its  magistracy ;  the  iVeemen 
^'  are. still  entitled  to  their  rights  of  common,  to 
*•  votes  for  members  of  Parliament,  &c.  These 
^*  privileges  are  not  lost  by  the  ouster  of  a  mayor/' 
After  entering  further  into  the  discussion  of  all 
the  cases,  he  concluded  with  observing,  that  the 
whole,  in  his  opinion,  proved  *'  That  a  corporation 
could  only  be  dissolved  by  the  death  of  a// its 
members/*  Many  instances  occurred  in  the  ywo 
warranto  case  of  corporations  having  a  custos 
added  by  the  crown,  when  they  had  lost  their 
mayor;  which  proved  that,  although  they  had 
lost  an  integral  part,  they  were  not  dissolved  ;  for 
the  crown  would  not,  like  Mezentius,  join  the 
living  with  the  dead.  He  trusted,  therefore,  the 
committee  would  agree,  that  the  old  corporation 
was  still  represented  by  Mr.  Penhall,  though  it 
now  appeared  J^acera  crudeliter  ora* 
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Mr.  Douglas,  in  reply,  observed,  that  the  word 
burgesses  was  not  necessarily  a  term  of  incorpora- 
tion ;  but  that,  according  to  Lord  Holt,  it  fre- 
quently implied  the  tenants  of  burgage  posses- 
sions :  thus,  the  burgesses  in  Saltash  are  not  cor- 
porators, and  the  grants  are  to  them  and  their 
heirs,  and  not  their  successors.  The  case  of  the 
King  and  Pasmore  clearly  established,  that  when 
a  corporation  lost  its  power  of  action,  and  the 
crown,  by  a  new  charter,  erected  a  body  politic, 
possessing  the  rights  of  the  former  corporation, 
and  addressed  to  a  number  of  inhabitants,  among 
whom  are  the  remaining  old  corporators,  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  majority  was  binding  on  those  by 
whom  it  was  rejected.  The  rights  of  the  icorpora- 
tion  did  not  revert  to  the  crown.  They  might  be 
in  abeyance,  as  a  peerage  descending  to  copart- 
ners, but  which  cannot  be  assumed  until  it  is 
granted  to  one  by  the  king.  The  operation  of 
the  charter  might  be  to  vest  those  rights  in  the 
new  corporators,  and  to  revive  and  perfect  them 
in  the  old,  by  a  species  of  remittur.  The  certain 
purposes  for  which  the  old  corporation  was  said 
to  exist,  were  to  prevent  their  estates  reverting  to 
the  donors,  or  escheating  to  the  crown,  and  to 
preserve  the  possibility  of  having  its  rights  re- 
vived ;  for  though  the  right  of  common,  and  such 
other  rights,  were  necessarily  exercised  by  indi- 
viduals, the  corporation  possessed  the  fee  simple, 
or  inheritance. 

With  respect  to  the  hardship  of  the  case,  Mr. 
Douglas  observed,  that  although  it  is  hard  that 
the  rights  of  the  innocent  should  be  injured  hy 
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Others,  yet,  if  the  law  of  England  says,  that  some- 
times must  happen,  individuals  must  submit. 
'  The  counsel  and  evidence  being  h^rd, 
'  The  committee,  on  Thursday,  Dec.  23,  informed 
the  House  by  Sir  Adam  Ferguson,  they  had  deter- 
mined ''That  James  Bland  Burges,esq.,and  Charles 
Abbot,  esq.,  were  not  duly  returned  burgesses  to 
serve  in  this  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Hel- 
ston,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall  ;'*  and  also, 

'•  That  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  hart.,  and  Stephen 
Lushington,  esq.,  were  duly  returned  burgesses  for 
the  said  borough  ;"  and  also, 

*'  That  the  latter  gentlemen  were  duly  elected 
burgesses  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for 
the  said  borough,  and  also  that  the  several  peti- 
tions did  liot  appear  frivolous  nor  vexatious." 

And  the  said  determinations  were  ordered  to  be 
entered  in  the  Journals  of  the  House. 

It  was  afterwards  ordered, 

*'  That  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  do  attend 
the  House  forthwith  with  the  double  feturn  for 
the  borough  of  Helston,  in  the  county  of  Corn- 
wall, and  amend  the  same,  bv  takinor  off  the  file 
the  indenture  by  which  James  Bland  Burges  and 
Charles  Abbot,  esq.,  are  returned/' 

The  new  corporation  of  Helston  was  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  late  Lord  Godolphin,  whose  estate, 
upon  his  decease,  descended  to  the  present  Duke  of 
Leeds  and  his  children  ;  but  his  Grace,  depending 
perhaps  upon  the  decision  of  the  first  committee; 
who  had  determined  in  favour  of  the  old  corpora- 
tion, had  paid  his  attentions  to  Mr.  Penhall,  the 
only  remaining  corporator  under  the  old  charter, 
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and  neglected  the  36  acting  under  the  new  one. 
The  new  corporation  sought,  therefore,  for  two 
gentlemen,  to  endeavour  to  establish  their  right 
once  more  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  and  Sir  Stephen 
Lushington  were  candidates  upon  these  condi« 
tions;  and  having  been  so  very  fortunate  as  to 
succeed,  the  Duke  of  Leeds  became  less  remiss 
in .  his  attention  to  this  new  body  of  electors* 
The  estate  of  his  Grace  being  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, they  have  sought  his  approbation  in 
the  persons  offered  to  their  choice  as  representa- 
tives. 

At  the  general  election,  ISIS,  a  petition  of  cer- 
tain electors  against  the  return  of  William  Home, 
esq.,  and  Hugh  Hammersley,  stating,  that  they 
were  elected  under  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of 
Leeds,  who  allowed  the  corporation  an  annual 
sum  of  money,  on  condition  of  their  returning  to 
Parliament  two  members  under  the  nomination  of 
his  Grace.     This  being  fully  proved  in  evidence, 
a  special  report  of  this  corrupt  practice  was  made 
by   the  committee   to  the  House  of  Commons, 
upon  which  a  motion  was  made,  that  the  attorney- 
general  be  ordered  to  prosecute  his  Grace  George 
William  Frederic,  Duke  of  Leeds,  for  the  said  cor- 
rupt practices,  which  passed  in  the  negative  by  a 
majority  of  three  votes.     A  bill  was  then  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons  to  extend  the  right  of 
voting  for  members  of  Parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Helston,  to  the  freeholders  of  the  hundred  in 
which  it  is  situated;  this  bill  has  passed  una- 
nimously three  times  through  the  House  of  Com- 
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mens,  but,  by  some  unaccountable  neglect ^  has 
been  suffered  to  remain  on  the  table  of  the  House 
of  Lords  till  the  two  last  sessions  were  ended,  and 
now  lies  before  their  lordships  for  enactment. 

CORPORATION. 

By  charter  dated  4th  Sept.  1774,  granted  by  the 
present  king*  it  consists  of  a  mayor,  four  alder- 
men, and  thirty -one  freemen,  including  the  mayor 
and  aldermen. 

Right  op  election — in  the  Corporation. 

Number  of  voters — 31. 

Patron — Duke  of  Leeds. 


ST.  IVES. 

St.  Ites  is  a  borough,  market-town,  and  cha- 
pelry,  in  the  parish  of  Unylelant,  hundred  of  Pen- 
with,  Cornwall,  nine  miles  from  Merazion,  and 
276i  from  London  ;  containing  640  houses  and 
S,7 1 4  inhabitants,  viz.  1,156  males  and  1,558  fe- 
males,  of  whom  117  were  returned  as  employed  in 
various  trades,  and  611  in  agriculture.  It  stands 
on  the  west  side  of  St.  Ives  Bay,  in  the  Bristol 
Channel.  Its  market  is  on  Wednesday  and  Sa- 
turday.    Fair,  Saturday  before  Advent  Sunday. 

representative  history. 

This  borough  first  sent  members  to  Parliament 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary. 

Petitions.  May  5,  1660.  The  committee  of 
privileges  and  elections  reported,  "  That  John  St. 
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Aubyn  and  Jaines  Praed,  eaqrs.,  being  duly  re-'  ^| 

turned  by  the  proper  officer,  they  ought  to  sit.*' 

*'  Agreed  to  by  the  House/' 

Dec.  14,  169S.  A  petition  from  several  inha- 
bitants against  the  return  of  Sir  Charles  Wyndham 
gnd  James  Praed,  esq.,  by  reason  of  the  mayor  ^ 

arbitrarily  refusing  their  votes  for  Sir  Henry  Ho- 
bart,  insisting  that  the  right  of  election  was  in  the 
mayor,  capital  burgesses  and  assistants  only,  and 
would  suffer  no  others  to  be  polled. 

No  decisipn. 

Nov.  16,  1699.  A  petition  of  several  inhabit- 
ants to  the  same  effect  against  the  return  of  Sir 
Charles  Wyndham. 

No  decision, 

—  29.  The  House  being  informed  that  the  per 
tition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  borough,  touching 
the  election  for  the  said  borough,  is  different  from 
that  presented  the  last  session  : 

Ordered  :  *^  To  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
privileges/' 

Dec.  14.  Reported  to  be  different  in  substance 
with  the  former  petition  touching  the  election  for 
this  borough,  upon  which  it  was 

Ordered :  ''  That  the  committee  of  privileges, 
&c.  do  not  proceed  any  further." 

Feb.  14,  1700.  A  petition  of  John  Pitt,  esq., 
to  the  same  effect,  against  the  return  of  Benjamin 
Overton,  esq. 

A  petition  of  several  inhabitants  to  the  same 
effect,  against  the  return  of  James  Praed  and  Ben- 
jamin Overton,  esqrs. 

No  decision. 
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Jan.  S,  1701.  A  petition  of  John  Pitt,  esq.,  to 
the  same  effect,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Charle9 
Hawles. 

No  decision. 

Oct.  24,  1702.  A  petition  from  John  Pitt,  esq., 
to  the  same  effect,  against  the  return  of  Richard 
Chandler  and  James  Praed,  esqrs. 

Dec.  8.  Resolved :  **  That  the  right  of  election 
of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough 
is  in  the  inhabitants  of  this  borough,  paying  scot 
and  lot.'* 

Resolved:  "  That  Mr.  John  Hicks,  mayor  of 
this  borough,  is  guilty  of  making  a  false  return  for 
this  borough." 

Ordered  :  ^^  That  the  said  mayor  of  this  borough, 
for  his  offence,  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms." 

Nov.  25,  1708.  A  petition  from  Christopher 
Harris  and  James  Tregeare,  esqrs.,  against  the  re- 
turn of  John  Praed,  esq.,  for  corrupt  and  illegal 
practices. 

Dec.  23.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Dec.  5,  1710.  A  petition  of  John  Borlace,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  John  Hopkins,  esq.,  by  means 
of  bribery,  &c. 

A  petition  from  several  inhabitants  to  the  same 
effect. 

No  decision. 

March  5,  1713.  A  petition  from  John  ElfQrd, 
esq.  to  the  same  effect. 

A  petition  from  John  Hichens,  sen.,  esq.,  against 
the  return  of  Sir  William  Pendarvis,  by  means  of 
bribery,  &c. 
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Also  a  petition  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Harry 
Pawlet  to  the  same  effect. 

No  decision  upon  these  petitions. 

.Oct.  19,  1722.  A  petition  from  James  Tr^eare 
and  Henry  Waller,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  Sir 
John  Hobart  and  Mr.  Knollys. 

No  determination. 

Pari.  13.  James  Johnstone,  esq.  petitioned,  but 
afterwards  withdrew  it. 

Pari.  14.  Samuel  Stephens,  esq.  and  some  of 
the  electors  petitioned.  The  chairman  reported, 
that  Mr.  Drummond  was  duly  elected,  but  that 
Mr.  Stephens  and  Mr.  Praed  were  not  duly 
elected. 

s 

CASK    OF    BRIBERY. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1773,  a  committee  being 
met,  two  petitions  were  read,  stating  that,  during 
the  time  of  canvassing  and  the  election,  the  two 
sitting  members,  and  Mr.  Praed's  father,  by  them- 
selves and  their  agents,  gave  and  lent  several  large 
sums  of  money  to  many  of  the  electors,  in  order 
to  corrupt  and  cause  them  to  vote  for  the  said  two 
sitting  members;  that  they  were  guilty  of  other 
modes  of  bribery ;  that  the  returning  officer  had 
acted  partially,  by  admitting  voters  who  had  no 
right,  and  rejecting  others  who  had;  and  that,  by 
these  and  other  undue  means,  the  sitting  members 
had  been  chosen  and  returned. 

The  resolution  of  the  House,  respecting  the 
right  of  election,  was  then  read,  and  the  following 
numbers  of  the  poll  were  produced  by  the  towD« 
clerk : 
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For  Mr.  Praed 95 

Drummond 78 

Stephens,  the  petitioner.  •?! 

The  evidence  proved  that  the  sums  of  money 
advanced  by  Mr.  Praed  the  father,  to  the  voters, 
on  their  notes,  payable  with  interest  to  the  bank 
of  Truro,  were  only  colourable  loans;  that  the 
voters  received  the  money  on  condition  that  they 
should  vote  for  his  son  and  a  friend  ;  and  that  they 
were  given  to  understand  that,  on  this  compli- 
ance, the  payment  of  their  notes  would  never  be 
demanded ;  and  that  Mr.  Praed,  sen.,  was  con- 
sidered as  the  agent  for  both  his  son  and  Mr. 
Drummond.  The  petition  therefore  concluded 
that  these  two  latter  gentlemen  were  incapable  of 
sitting  for  the  said  borough. 

Evidence  was  likewise  brought  to  prove  that  so 
many  of  the  voters  for  the  sitting  members  had 
been  bribed,  that  the  petitioners  would  be  found 
to  have  evidently  the  majority  of  legal  votes.  It 
was  likewise  stated,  that  Mr.  Stephens  ought  to 
have  had  40  more  votes,  of  which  he  was  unjustly 
deprived,  by  this  number  of  voters  in  his  interest 
not  being  rated,  although  they  had  rateable  pro- 
perty. But  to  this  evidence  being  given,  tlie 
counsel  for  the  sitting  members  objected  ;  for  they 
offered  to  prove  that  all  the  persons  rated  for  St. 
Ives  during  the  last  five  years,  were  so  on  the  last 
occasion  of  making  the  rate,  except  two,  who  had 
been  struck  off  in  consequence  of  their  own  appli- 
cation, stating  the  narrowness  of  their  circum- 
stances, and  begging  to  be  relieved  from  the  land 
and  window-tax :  that  none  of  these  40  persons,  ex- 
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cept  two,  had  appealed  against  the  rate  of  January) 
1774  ;  and  that,  on  their  appeal,  the  rate  was  cod- 
firmed  ;  that  the  determination  in  the  case  of  Mil- 
borne  Port,  which  had  been  quoted  by  Mr.  Ste- 
phens's counsel,  was,  that  when  a  man  has  been 
de  facto  rated,  and  is  possessed  of  rateable  pro«^ 
perty,  and  has  paid  the  rate,  such  person  is  within 
the  description  of  one  paying  scot  and  lot,  although 
the  overseers  may  have  been  illegally  appointed.. 
But  it  never  had  been  pretended  before,  thctt  men^ 
circumstanced  as  those  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  poll,  could  vote  as  scot  and  lot  men  ;  nof 
could  it  be  imagined  that  the  committee  would 
transform  themselves  into  overseers  of  the  poor^ 
and  make  a  new  rate  for  the  borough  of  St.  Ives. 
This  power  was  vested,  and  so  discretionary,  in 
the  parish  officers,  that  even  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  would  not  attempt  to  control  it,  unless  on 
the  plea  of  gross  misconduct  and  partiality. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  answered,  that 
it  could  be  proved  some  of  the  persons  in  question 
had  applied  to  be  rated,  and  had  been  refused,  and 
therefore  they  had  acquiesced  in  this  conduct  of 
the  overseers.     And  as  it  could  also  be  proved 
that  the  four  justices  who  appointed  the  overseers 
were  in  the  interest  of  the  Praeds,  they  did  not    . 
appeal,  from  being  convinced  they  would  have  ob- 
tained no  redress.     It  was  likewise  stated,  that 
the  sitting  member  himself  was  one  of  the  four 
justices ;  and   that  the  appeal   which    had  been 
brought  by  the  two  was  only  colourable  from  these 
persons  being  the  partisans  of  Mr.  Pracd,  and  the 
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appeal  being  only  made  as  an  advantage  to  be 
taken  on  the  present  oceasion. 

The  committee  asking  if  it  was  meant  to  prove 
any  misconduct  or  criminal  partiality  in  the  over* 
seers  were  answered  in  the  negative.  The  chair- 
man then  declared  they  were  of  opinion, 
i  '*  That  persons,  though  possessed  of  rateable 
property,  if  they  have  not  been  rated,  and  cannot 
prove  misconduct  in  the  overseers  in  not  rating 
\hem^  are  not  entitled  to  vote." 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  brought 
witnesses  to  prove  that  the  petitioner  himself  bad 
endeavoured  to  gain  his  election  by  giving  or  pro- 
mising money  to  the  voters. 
.  In  the  course  of  the  evidence  one  Wallis  proved 
that  one  Noell  said,  in  the  presence  and  bearing  of 
Mr.  Praed's  father,  that  Mr.  Praed  knew  that  he 
(Noell)  could  not  take  the  bribery-oath,  which  was 
not  contradicted  bv  Praed. 

This  question  was  objected  to.-— It  was  said  to 
be  an  established  rule,  that  no  evidence  shall 
be  admitted  upon  oath  of  what  a  man  said  when 
he  was  not  upon  oath.  To  break  this  rule  would 
be  attended  with  the  worst  consequences ;  for 
many  men,  who  would  not  take  a  false  oath,  might 
be  drawn  to  say  things  that  are  false  in  con  versa-* 
tion,  in  the  presence  of  a  person  placed  on  purpose 
within  hearing,  in  order  to  relate  afterwards,  upon 
oath,  what  the  other  had  said. 

This  rule  was  admitted  by  the  counsel  for  the 
petitioners  ;  but  they,  at  the  same  time,  said  it  did 
not  apply  to  the  evidence  then  offered ;  for  that 
the  witness  meant  to  prove  a  declaration  of  Noell» 
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and  a  charge  brought  against  him  by  Praed,  and 
which  was  not  contradicted,  although  declared 
in  his  hearing :  it  had  therefore  every  appearance 
of  truth.  This  kind  of  evidence  was  consequently 
admitted  in  every  court  of  justice. 

The  committee  over-ruled  the  objection. 

May  8,  1774>  the  committee,  by  their  chair- 
man, informed  the  House,  that  they  bad  deter- 
mined 

'^  That  Mr.  Drummond  was  duly  elected ;  and 
that  the  election  of  one  of  the  burgesses  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  St.  Ives  was 
void."' 

And  accordingly  a  new  writ  was  ordered. 

The  manor  of  St.  Ives  was  purchased  by  Sir 
Christopher  Hawkins  of  Mr.  Praed.  It  anciently 
belonged  to  the  Ferrars  family,  from  whom  it  de- 
scended to  the  Champernons,  and  from  them,  in 
the  same  manner  to  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
whose  co-heiresses  marrying  Blunt,  Lord  Mont- 
joy,  and  Mr.  Powlett,  an  ancestor  of  the  Bolton 
family,  it  came,  on  a  division  of  the  estate,  to  the 
latter,  bv  whom  it  was  alienated. 

CORPORATION. 

The  corporation  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
twelve  capital  burgesses,  twenty-four  inferior  bur- 
gesses, and  a  town-clerk. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

Dec.  8,  1702.  This  was  determined  to  be  in 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  paying  scot 
and  lot. 

PART  II.  VOL.  I.  o 
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Nui^BIClt  OF  ¥0V£]»$ — 183, 

R«Ti7Ri«iNG  Q?Fi<;Bit-~th(9  MayoT. 

PATEONS-^ir  Chfistopber  Hawkins,  bait.,  and 
SiE^nueli  St^pheos*^  eaq,,  of  Tregarron  Castle,  near 
this  borough. 


TREGONY. 

carew,  Ti^BGUNY  IS  a  boMugh  and  market-tew«i,  in 

^'  ^^'  tha  hiiQ(bed  of  Powder,  Cornwall,  thfee  mil^ 
fpom  Gram|M>uAd,  and  969  from  London,  on  the 
bank  of  a  small  river,  which  joins  the  Fale,  navi* 
gable  fik  stnaH  craft  feom  hence  to  Falmouth.  It 
9Q0t9ina  I9ft  hcMpses  and  937  inhabitants.  The 
market  on  Saturdi^  is  oiUy  small ;  fairs,  Shrove 
Tuesday,  3d  May,  96ik  July,  9d  September,  and 
6th,  November. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

wiiiis*f  Doctor  Willis  writes,  it  sent  burgesses  to  Par- 

ens: liament  in  the  23d  and  35th  of  Edward  I.,  and 
sets  down  the  names  of  those  returned :  but  Mr. 
Prynne  takes  no  notice  of  them.  After  this  the 
Doctor  admits  no  returns  were  made  till  the 
dth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  their  right  was 
questioned. 

April  1,  1690.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Tonken, 
esq.,  and  others,  complaining  that  they  had  chosen 
John  Pole,  esq.,  to  be  one  of  their  burgesses,  yet 
the  mayor  returned  two  others  ta  serve  for  this- 
borough. 

No  determination. 
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Notr.  95,  \695.  A  petition  from  Sir  Joseph 
Tredenham,  kot.f  t^int  t  the  return  of  Francis  Ro^ 
berts  and  James  Montague,  eaqrs.^  by  means  of 
bribery  and  nuenaces. 

A  petition  of  SeyiHore  TredenhaiH,  eHq.y  to  tbcr 
same  effect. 

March  S,  IQ96*  Resolved,  ''  That  Francis  Ro« 
berta  and  James  Montague^  esqrs.,  are  duly  eieef^ 
ed,"  to  which  the  House  agreed. 

Jan.  S,  1701.  A  petition  of  Hender  Silly,  esq.^ 
dgainst  the  undue  return  of  Hugh  Fortescucy  esq*, 
assisted  by  the  mayor  of  this  borough. 

No  detcnrmination. 
.  Jan.  \0i  1710.     A  petition  of  Thomas  Millings 
ton,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  George  Robinson^ 
esq.,  by  means  of  bribery,  Sec. 

Feb.  7*    Petition  withdrawn. 

Part.  7'  James  Cooke,  esq.,  petitioner,  with^ 
drew  his  petition. 

Par).  10.  John  f  urril,  esq.,  petitioner,  with«» 
drew  his  petition. 

Pari.  16.  George,  Viscount  Lewisbani,  and 
John  Betteswortb,  esq.,  petitioned.  Petition  with^^ 
drawn,  April  12,  17&5. 

Sir  Jonathan  Miles  and  John  Nichols,  esq.,  pe^^^ 
tilioned  agaiwt  the  return  of  Mr.  O'Callaghan 
and  Mr.  WeAtwortfa,  Dec.  91.  The  committee 
found  the  sitting  members  duly  elected. 

An  electioti  Irv^k  was  played  off  upon  the  peti^ 
tioners  in  the  above  cause,  which  we  believe  is 
not  eq«d}tdd  in  the  annals  of  parliamentary  delin- 
quency. One  Middlecoat,  a  publican  of  Tregony, 
had  undertaken  to  bring  Sir  Jonathan  Miles  info 
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Parliament  for  this  borough  for  four  thousand 
guineas,  and  to  defray  all  expenses  incident  to  the 
election  for  that  sum.  Sir  Jonathan,  and  his  col* 
league  Mr.  Nichols,  had  a  great  majority  upon  the 
poll,  but  by  the  partiality  of  the  returning  officer 
a  great  many  good  votes  were  rejected  for  those 
gentlemen,  and  as  many  bad  ones  admitted  for 
their  opponents.'  This  made  a  petition  necessary, 
and  Middlecoat  employed  one  Edwards  an  attorney 
at  Truro,  to  conduct  the  same.  Mr.  Edwards  ac- 
cordingly retained  Mr.  Plumer,  now  Sir  Thomas 
Plumer ;  and  Mr.  Pell,  now  Mr.  Sergeant  Pell, 
prepared  the  petition,  and  got  it  regularly  signed 
and  presented  to  the  House,  and  a  day  for  hearing 
was  appointed. 

Sir  Jonathan  Miles  had  advanced  Middlecoat  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  defray  the  expenses,  and  a 
much  larger  sum  in  notes  to  make  up  the  docears 
agreed  upon.  The  jday  for  hearing  the  petition  ap- 
proached. Middlecoat  had  been  sent  off  to  Tre- 
gony  with  the  speaker's  warrants  to  bring  up  the 
witnesses,  but  neither  Middlecoat,  Edwards,  nor 
the  witnesses  appeared.  The  committee  were  there- 
fore obliged  to  declare  the  sitting  members  duly 
elected. 

It  has  since  been  understood  that  the  parties 
concerned  in  this  transaction  got  two  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds  for  their  ingenuity. 

The  right  of  election  in  this  borough  being  in 
Potwablers,  or  all  the  Housekeepers  who  have  ob- 
tained a  parochial  settlement  and  provide  for 
themselves,  whether  tliey  live  under  the  same  roof 
or. pot,  it  has  been  the  practice  in  this  borough  as 
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far  back  as  we  can  recollect,  and  by  the  petitions 
which  have  come  before  the  House,  the  same 
gross  injustice  appears  to  have  always  prevail^, 
for  the  Returning  Officer  to  refuse  as  many  good 
votes  for  the  party  he  was  adverse  to,  and  admit  as 
many  bad  ones  for  the  persons  whose  interest  he 
^espoused. as  should  make  the  majority  prepon- 
derate as  he  pleased.  This  borough  being  two 
hundred  and  sixty-two  miles  from  London,  and 
the  expense  of  conveying  witnesses  so  great  a 
distance,  and  providing  for  them  during  their  ab- 
sence, to  establish  the  validity  of  the  good  votes, 
and  disqualify  the  bad  ones  before  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  was  attended  with  such 
an  enormous  expense,  as  many  times  to  deterthose 
who  were  otherwise  duly  elected  from  prosecuting 
their  claim  for  redress.  The  pretences  on  which 
good  votes  were  rejected  were  the  most  frivolous 
and  unjust,  and  others  were  frequently  admitted 
without  any  claim  at  all. 

When  Lord  Falmouth,  and  Sir  Francis  Basset, 
DOW  Lord  de  Dunstanville,  contested  this  bo- 
rough, every  poor  wretch  who  belonged  to  the  pa- 
rish was  sought  and  caused  to  boil  a  pot,  in  order 
to  qualify  themselves  as  voters ;  but  after  Mr.  Bar- 
well,  the  nabob,  had  purchased  up  the  whole  place, 
be  left  the  houses  to  tumble  down  as  fast  as  they 
decayed. 

The  Earl  of  Darlington  having  purchased  it  of 
Mr.  Barwell,  bis  nomination  of  members  was  op- 
posed in  1806,  by  Sir  Jonathan  Miles,  and  John 
Nichols,  esq.  as  we  have  stated,  and  at  the  last 
general  election  in  1812,  Colonel    O'Callagan, 
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uff^cle  to  Lord  Lismore)  ami  Mr.  ThornbiUi  of 
Di^rbyi^bire,  were  recomcneQcled  by  Lord  Darlii^^ 
too,  and  opposed  by  Alexander  Cray  Graai,  esq.^ 
iuid  Williani  Holmes,  esq.,  who  were  supported 
hy  Lord  Yarmouth,  warden  of  the  stanneries  and 
ihe  treasury.  The  two  latter  were  returned  by  a 
great  majority,  and  petitioned  against  by  Colonel 
O'Callagan,  and  Mr.  Thornhill.  It  appeared  upon 
the  bearing  before  the  committee  that  a  great  deal 
pf  bribery  had  been  committed,  that  five  thousand 
p6iiDds  had  been  distributed  among  the  voters^ 
9Ad  that  Mrs.  Allen,  the  wife  of  a  shopkeeper 
iHsre,  had  given  them  money  to  pay  their  rents  to 
Lord  Darlipgton,  which  she  luckily  found  in  # 
4tt^i^0r.  The  coinmittee  however  declared  the 
sitting  members  duly  eleoiedj  but  reported  to  the 
House  that  Thomas  Crogan,  a  currier  of  Truro, 
bad  endeavoured  corruptly  to  procure  their  return, 
for  which  h.e  was  ordered  to  be  committed  to  New- 
gate. After  he  had  remained  there  nine  weeks,  he 
was  discharged  on  a  motion  made  by  Lord  Archi- 
bald Hamilton,  SSnd  of  June,  1813,  refusing  to 
acknowledge  the  offence  for  which  he  was  commitr 
ted,  and  declaring  himself  unable  to  pay  the  fees. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTKR. 

This  is  an  inconsiderable  village,  without  trade, 
commerce,  or  manufacture.  The  elective  iufluence 
was  some  time  contested  between  Lord  Falmouth 
and  Sir  Francis  Basset,  as  were  the  boroughs  of 
Mitchell  and  Truro  ;^  but  the  parties  having  agreed 
to  send  one  member  each  for  the  former.  Lord  Fal- 
mouth, who  was  lord  of  the  great  part  of  thi^  soil 
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in  this  borough)  sold  his  property,  and  with  it 
tnniferred  his  interest  to  Sir  Francis  Basset,  con* 
ditionally  that  Sir  Francis  should  withdraw  his  op* 
position,  and  transfer  his  interest  in  Truro  to  his 
lordship.  Matters  being  thus  satisfactorily  ar* 
imnged^  Sir  Francis  disposed  of  the  whole  to  Mr. 
BarwelU  the  nabobs  who  afterwards  sold  it  again 
to  the  Earl  of  Darlington. 

OOEPORATIOK. 

In  so  Edward  L  Henry  de  Pomeroy,  then  lord 
of  the  town,  certified  its  right  toa  market,  fair,  and 
other  privil^es;  which  were  allowed.  In  19 
James  I.  it  was,  by  charter,  incorporated.  It  is 
now  governed  by  a  mayor,  seven  capital  burgesses, 
and  a  recorder. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTIOK. 

This  is  in  all  the  Householders  ftfho  boil  the 
pM^  or,  in  other  words  provide  for  themselves, 
whether  they  live  under  the  same  roof  or  not.*-^ 
(March,  1695.) 

RsTURKiKO  OFFICER — ^Thc  Mayor. 

PROPRiETOR-^Earl  of  Darlington. 


TRURO. 

Tburo  is  a  borough,  market  town,  and  parish  in 
the  hundred  of  Powder,  Cornwall,  8  miles  from 
Grempound,  957  fi'om  London ;  containing  354 
honses  and  9,358  inhabitants,  of  whom  557  were 
returned  employed  in  trade.    It  is  situated  at  the 
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confluence  of  two  rivers,  which  form  a  convenient 
harbour  for  small  vessels.  The  streets  are  regu« 
larly  built.  Its  principal  traflSc  is  exporting  the 
ore  dug  from  the  neighbouring  copper  and  tin 
mines.  The  markets  are  on  Wednesday  and  Sa« 
turday,  and  its  fairs  are  the  Wednesday  in  Mid- 
lent  week,  ditto  in  Whitsun  week,  the  19th  No- 
vember,  and  18th  December. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

The  history  of  this  borough  will  elucidate  the 
right  of  the  people  to  universal  sufirage  in  all  the 
boroughs  of  England,  antecedent  to  the  limitation 
of  that  right  by  charters,  the  first  of  which  was 
granted  to  Wenlock  in  the  county  of  Salop,  by 
Edward  IV.  Nov.  29,  147S.  All  royal  charters 
before  that  period  were  limited  to  the  government 
of  the  place ;  but,  in  this  charter,  the  king,  for 
the  first  time,  assumes  the  power  of  delegating  to 
the  borough  of  Wenlock,  a  right  to  send  o/te  mem- 
ber to  Parliament. 

By  universal  suffrage  was  meant  the  universal 
right  of  every  housekeeper ;  for  such  persons  as 
were  not  resident  housekeepers  in  a  borough,  were 
in  all  ancient  proceedings  called  foreigners,  and 
hence  arose  the  terms  "  every  borough  and  its 
forrens/**  used  in  most  of  the  old  charters. 

This  borough  sent  members  to  Parliament  ever 
sir^ce  the  restoration  of  the  right  of  boroughs, 
S3rd  of  Edward  I.,  as  is  shewn  by  the  returns.  It 
probably  did  so  from  the  18th  of  that  reign  :  but 
the  returns  from  the  18th  to  the  23rd  of  Edward  I. 
Are  lost,  as  we  have  stated  in  the  first  volume  of 
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this  work  ;  and  it  has  coo  tin  ued  to  return  without 
intermissioD  from  that  time. 

The  right  of  election  from  that  period  to  the 
31st  of  Elizabeth,  when  they  received  a  new 
charter,  was  in  the  "  Populace y**  a  word  of  the 
most  extensive  signification  the  English  language 
can  employ,  and  which  in  the  several  cases  re- 
specting the  borough  of  Seaford  was  six  times  de- 
termined to  mean  all  the  inhabitant  Householders, 
paying  scot  and  lot ;  but  was  here  determined  to 
mean  only  the  Corporation,  consisting  of  a  Mayor, 
four  Aldermen,  and  twenty  capital  Burgesses  I 

This  was  a  borough  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons, 
as  is  proved  by  their  first  charter  granted  by  Re- 
ginald, Earl  of  Cornwall,  illegitimate  son  of  Henry 
1.,  who  granted  to  his  free  burgesses  of  Trevern, 
now  called  Truro,  the  same  privileges  they  had  in 
the  time  of  Richard  de  Lucy,  Sac,  Soc^  Tol^  Thetn^ 
Jorfangthep^  all  Saxon  words,  and  that  it  should 
not  plead,  or  be  prosecuted  in  the  hundred  courts: 
It  had  afterwards  charters  from  John,  Edw.  I.,  and 
Edward  IV.,  who  granted  it  a  manor  and  hundred, 
and  from  Elizabeth,  who  created  the  select  body 
or  corporation  ;  for  previous  to  the  3lst  of  her 
reign,  the  inhabitants  were  stiled  the  mayor  and 
burgesses.  In  the  Abingdon  case  hurgenses  was 
determined  to  mean  all  the  inhabitants.  The  right 
of  voting  was,  therefore  clearly  in  the  mayor  and 
burgesses,  that  is  in  all  the  inhabitants,  till  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  determined  that 
the  word  *'  Populace*'  meant  a  corporation  ! 

Petitions.    March  25,  1681.     A  petition  of 
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Sir  Thomai  Littleton,  bart,  and  Thomas  Cook, 
esq.  touching  the  election  of  this  borough. 

Ko  determinatico. 

March  4,  1689.  A,  petition  of  John  Manley, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Ashurst :  the 
mayor  having  got  the  precept,  executed  the  same, 
without  giving  any  public  notice  thereof. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  6,  1690.  A  petition  of  John  Mauley,  esq., 
to  the  same  effect. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  99,  1691.  A  petition  of  John  Maniey, 
esq.,  to  the  same  effect. 

Dec.  19.     Petition  withdrawn* 

Oct.  19»  1799.  A  petition  of  Darell  Trelawny, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Spencer  Cowper»  and 
Thomas  Windham,  esqrs. 

No  determination. 

1784.  Pari.  16.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Erskine, 
and  Roger  Wilbraham  petitioned. 

CORPORATON. 

Truro  was  last  incorporated  by  Elizabeth.  It 
is  now  governed  by  a  mayor,  four  aldermen, 
twenty  capital  burgesses,  and  a  recorder.  The 
mayor  has  great  privileges ;  he  claims  being  also 
mayor  of  Falmouth,  the  post-dues  of  which  belong 
to  this  corporation.  On  the  election  of  a  mayor, 
the  town-mace  must,  by  custom,  be  delivered  to 
the  lord  of  the  manor,  until  sixpence  is  paid  for 
every  house  in  the  town,  consisting  of  400,  as  an 
jEicknowledgment. 
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RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

In  1660,*  this  question  was  stated  :  **  Wbefher 
the  Mayor,  and  four  and  twenty,  or  all  the  Free* 
men  of  this  borough,  have  the  right  to  elect/' 
The  House  decided  in  favour  of  the  select  uam« 
ber.  The  dispute,  being  reviv^  in  the  year  fid* 
lowing,  received  the  same  determination. f  In  1689 
the  same  dispute  arose,  and  was  stated  in  the 
journals  :^  the  question  was,  ^^  Whether  the  right 
of  election  was  in  the  pepulace  or  select  number/' 
It  was  contended  that  the  word  p^ulace  meant 
the  greater  body  of  the  freemen,  in  contradistinc- 
tion  to  the  select  number.  Their  decision  was, 
like  the  others,  in  favour  of  the  select  number. 

NU¥9E&   OF   VOTERS — 95. 

Returking  OFFICER — the  Mayor, . 
PATROM-r^Lord  Viscount  Falmouth. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  influence  in  this  borough  was,  for  seme 
years  warmly  contested  between  Lord  Falmouth 
and  Sir  Francis  Basset :  the  latter  gained  th«  Tic- 
jtory  by  0H4  vote,  in  1780;  and  the  former  by  the 
same  majority,  in  1784:  but  in  consequence  of 
their  agreement  respecting  Tregony,  Sir  Francis 
discontinued  his  opposition  in  this  borough  ;  and 
it  is  now  understood  to  be  entirely  at  the  devotion 
of  his  lordship. 

*  8  Jssrs.  p.  W.     t  nU'  P*  90.     1 10  ▼•>*  P*  Ul.* 
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FOWEY. 

FowEY  is  a  borough,  market,  and  sea-port- 
town,  in  the  hundred  of  Powder,  Cornwall,  5 
miles  from  Lostwithiel,  and  S39  from  London ; 
containing  313  houses  and  1155  inhabitants,  of 
whom  134  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
trade  and  manufacture.  Fowey  stands  on  the  west 
side  of  a  river  of  the  same  name,  which,  falling  into 
the  British  Channel,  forms  an  harbour  capable  of 
containing  and  receiving  vessels  of  1000  tons  at 
all  times  of  the  tide.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a 
considerable  trade  in  the  pilchard  fishery.  For  the 
present  defence  of  the  harbour  three  batteries  have 
been  erected  at  the  entrance,  which  stand  so 
high  that  no  ship  can  bring  her  guns  to  bear  on 
them.  The  market  on  Saturdays  is  well  supplied 
with  all  kinds  of  provisions,  fish,  and  vegetables. 
The  fairs  are  on  Shrove-Tuesday,  the  1st  of  May, 
and  10th  September.  The  toll  of  the  market  and 
fairs,  as  well  as  the  quayage  of  the  harbour,'  are 
vested  in  the  corporation,  on  the  payment  of  a  fee- 
farm  rent  of  40s.  Great  quantities  of  tin  are  dug 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  borough  first  sent  members  to  a  National 
Council  in  the  14th  of  Edward  III.  and  then  dis- 
continued till  the  I3th  Parliament  of  Elizabeth. 

Petitions.   April  6, 1571.  Ordered  an  enquiry 
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concerning  the  validity  of  this  and  other  boroughs 
to  send  burgesses  to  Parliament. 

Dec.  12,  1698.  A  petition  of  Shadrach  Vin- 
cent and  Harry  Ashurst,  esqrs.,  against  the  return 
of  Sir^evil  Granville,  and  Mr.  Vivian. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  16,  1699.  A  petition  from  the  same  Sha- 
drach Vincent,  to  the  same  e0ect,  complaining  that 
Jonathan  Tincombe,  portreve  of  this  borough  had 
declared  he  would  not  return  petitioner,  ^'  though 
he  had  even  so  many  voices,  but  that  he  would 
return  Sir  Bevil  Granville  if  he  had  but  four.'' 
•  Feb.  5y  1700.  The  House  being  informed  that 
the  petitioner  is  since  dead — ordered : 

That  the  committee  of  privileges,  &c.  be  dis- 
charged from  proceeding  further  in  the  said  pe* 
titions. 

Feb.  14,  1700..  A  petition  from  the  mayor,  re- 
corder, and  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  bo- 
rough, against  the  return  of  John  Williams,  ne- 
phew to  Jonathan  Tincombe,  portreve  of  this 
borough,  who  admitted  several  persons  to  poll, 
who  were  not  scot  and  lot  men,  but  rather  objects 
of  charity. 

No  determination. 

Jan.  \Si  1709.  A  petition  from  the  mayor, 
recorder^  and  inhabitants,  to  the  same  effect. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  30.  A  petition  of  John  Williams,  esq. 
against  the  return  of  John  Hicks,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  27,  1708.    A  petition  of  John  Fortescue 
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AJandyesq.  against  the  return  of  George  Granviller 
esq«  by  means  of  uadue  practices. 

No  determination^ 

Dec.  8y  171  !•  Ordered  a  new  writ  for  etectiog 
a  burgess  for  this  borough^  in  the  room  of  Henry 
Vincent,  esq.  made  a  commissioner  for  victuallings 
and  one  in  the  room  of  George  Henry  Lord  Du* 
plin,  made  a  teller  of  her  majesty's  exchequer. 

Farh  19.  John  Willrama  and  Thomas  Arthiog-' 
ton,  esqrs.  petitioned «  Renewed  in  the  9iid  ses-* 
iion,  Feb.  7,  1770.  The  House  resolved,  **  That 
the  sitting  members  were  duly  elected." 

Pari.  17'  Thechairman  of  xhe  committee,  who 
tried  the  double  return,  reported  to  the  House 
that  Philip  Rasbleigb,  esq.,  and  Richard  Viscount 
Yalletort,  were  duly  elected. 

COBPORATION. 

Fowey  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  eight  aldermen, 
a  recorder,  and  two  assistants.  The  mayor,  while 
in  office,  and  the  next  year,  with  the  sev^n  aider* 
men,  are  alwaysjustices  of  the  peace. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

May  5,  1701.  Resolved  (by  the  comttitfeeO 
That  the  right  of  e)<ecfFnpg  burgesses^  to  serve  in 
Parliament  fm  the  borough  of  Fowey,  in  the 
county  of  Cornwall,  is  in  the  prince's  teoanis^who 


^M^kA^ 


*  Prince's  teiiBDts  were  defined  on  the  5th  of  MkrcA,  17^1, 
to  be  such  only  as  huve  been  dolj  admitted  ilpoa  the  Ctnnt-rolls 
«£  the  manor,  anA  hafv  done  their  iealty. 
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are  capable  of  being  portreres  of  the  said  borough,* 
and  in  auch  Inbabitanta  of  the  aaid  borough  ooljr 
as  pay  scot  and  lot. 

Tber^ht  of  election  is  understood  to  be  in  M 
the  Inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot. 

NvMBmR  OF  YOTSRS — 63. 

RsTuaNiNG  OFFicsa-^the  PortreTe,  eboaenr 
by  a  jury  of  tbe  prince's  tenants. 

Pi^vaons — Earl  of  Mount  Ec^^omb  and 
William  Rashleigh,  esq. 

POLITICAL  CHARAGTBR. 

It  is  one  of  the  feudal  tenures  belonging  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  as  Duke  of  Cornwall.  The  pvo** 
perty  is  principally  in  William  Rashleigb,  esq.  A 
very  powerful  and  expensire  opposition  was  made 
to  his  interest  in  17S4,  by  Lord  Shuldhaoi,  ftod 
Sir  Ralph  Payne,  who  were  supposed  to  bare  the 
good  wishes  of  the  prince  himself;  but,  after  se- 
veral law-suits  on  abstract  points,  it  was  last  ses- 
sion finally  determined,  by  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  favour  of  Lord  ATalletorty 
son  to  tbe  Earl  of  Mount  Edgecomb,  and  Philip 
Rashleigh,  esq.,  uncle  of  the  present  patfon. 

A  number  of  surreptitious  votes  were  polled  at 
the  last  election.  The  parties  each  set  up  a  re- 
turning officer,  who  admitted  all  the  votes  tender- 
ed in  favour  of  their  principals  respectively ;  hut 
the  committee  reduced  the  number  to  63,  and  spe*^ 
cially  reported  to  the  House,  under  the  authority 
of  the  amended  Grenville  Act  on  the  7th  of  Marqh, 

1791. 
*'  That  the  portreve  of  the  borough  of  Fowey  is 


it 
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•*  the  returning  officer  for  the  said  borough  ;  and 
*•  that  it  is  necessary  that  such  returning  officer 
**  should  be  chosen  or  presented  by  a  homage-jury 
^  oftheprince'stenant8,dulyadmittedon  the  court* 
*^  rolls  of  the  manor  of  the  said  borough :  and  that 
^^  the  prince's  tenants,  admitted  by  the  steward  or 
deputy  steward,  at  the  court  holden  in  the  said 
manor,  are  duly  admitted  ;  and  that  the  present- 
^*  ment  of  the  homage*  is  not  necessary  to  such 
"  admission." 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  which  tried  the 
petition  against  the  merits  of  Mr.  Rashleigh's  and 
Lord  Valletort's  election,  reported  •'  That  the  per- 
sons entitled  to  elect  the  portreve  of  the  borough  of 
Fowey,  are  those  who  are  capable  of  holding  that 
office,  that  is,  such  prince's  tenants  only,  as  have 
been  duly  admitted  on  the  court-rolls  of  the  manor 
of  the  said  borough,  and  have  done  fealty,  and 


*  The  ancient  presentment  of  homage  is,  according  to  Ljttyl- 
ton,  the  mosi  honourable  and  most  humble  serrice  of  reverence 
that  a  free  tenant  can  make  to  his  lord  ;  for»  when  the  tenant 
shall  do  homag^e,  he  shall  come  ungirted,  and  his  head  uncover- 
ed, while  his  lord  is  sitting ;  and  the  tenant  shall  kneel  before 
him  on  both  his  knees,  and  hold  his  hands  jointly  together,  be- 
tween those  of  his  lord,  and  thus  shall  say—**  1  become  your 
maa,  from  this  day  forward,  of  life,  and  member,  and  of  earthit/ 
worship :  and  unto  you  I  shall  be  faithful  and  loyal,  and  owe  you 
faith  for  the  tenements  I  claim  to  held,  saving  the  faith  1  owe 
to  my  king."  And  then  the  lord  so  sitting  shall  kiss  him« 
Remark. — How  low  was  the  natural  dignity  of  man  reduced  by  this 
abject  submission,  caused  by  the  feudal  system  !  But  how  must 
the  mind  of  the  subject  have  been  debased,  when  sach  servility 
could  have  been  deemed  the  most  honourable  service  that  a  free^ 
man  could  pay  to  his  lord  !!! 
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held  immediately  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall,  as 
parcel  of  his  said  manor  of  the  said  borough  and 
whose  titles  to  those  lands  have  been  presented  to 
a  court-baron  by  a  sworn  homage  or  jury  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  said  manor,  3 1st  March,  1799. 


BOSSINNEY, 

Known  in  this  county  by  the  name  of  Tint^ge^ 
a  small  hamlet,  containing  16  houses,  and  these 
no  better  than  cottages.  This  with'  TreTennap 
another  little  hamlet  equally  mean  and  inconsi- 
derable, lie  in  the  parish  of  Tintagel  which  has 
649  inhabitants.  It  is  4  miles  from  Camelford, 
and  332  from  London. 

REPRKSCNTATIYE    HISTORY. 

This  insignificant  borough  never  sent  members 
to  Parliament  until  the  6th  of  Edward  YI.  It 
was  made  a  borough  by  Richard,  Earl.of  Corn- 
wall, the  brother  of  Henry  III.  and  the  right  of 
voting,  according  to  Browne  Willis,  esq.,  and 
every  other  authority  we  have  seen,  is  in  every 
person  possessing  a  right  of  freehold  within  tbe^ 
said  borough,  the  limits  of  which  extend  over  the 
whole  parish  of  Tintagel,  which  is  the  ancient 
name  of  the  borough,  and  the  name  used  in  all 

returns. 
This  borough  never  had  a  charter ;  but  has  a 

person  calling  himself  a  titular  mayor,  who^  nei- 
ther pretends  to  possess  the  power  of  a  magistrate 
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nor  even  of  a  constable  ;  but  who  officiates  only 
as  returning  officer  at  elections.  He  has  also  as- 
sociated about  him,  a  select  number  of  the  free- 
holders of  Tintagel,  whom  he  calls  freemen,  or 
burgesses ;  and  who  afe  of  so  much  importance, 
that  we  think  it  necessary  to  give  a  list  of  their 
names,  as  they  have  assumed  to  themselves  the 
right  of  electing  members,  exclusive  of  the  free- 
holders of  the  borough,  who  are  ten  times  their 
number :  yet  these  freemen  have  no  charter,  nor 
any  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  sane-* 
tioD  their  claim. 

SELF-qaXATKP  CORPORATION. 

William  Symonda,  generally  the  titular  mayor. 
John  Symonds, 


His  son^. 


Thomas  Symonds, 

William  Symonds, 

Symonds, 

William  Avery,         >      ^t.  i 

^,  A  r      His  nephews. 

Thomas  Avery,         )  '^ 

Thomas  Glanville,   his  son-in-law. 

William  Brown. 

These  nine  men,  eight  of  whom  are  of  one  fa- 
mily form  the  whole  constituent  body  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Bossinney,  alias  Tintagel. 

The  following  eight  revenue  officers,  belonging 
to  the  custom-house  at  Padstow,  form  also  part  of 
this  self-created  corporation,  but  are  disqualified 
from  voting  by  Mr.  Crew's  bill ;  the  operation  of 
which  disfranchised  the  whole  of  this  body,  and 
left  only  one  solitary  individual^  whose  name  was 
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Arthur  Wade,  in  the  year  1784,  to  exercise  the 
important  foDction  of  choosing  two  membeFs  of 
parliament.  The  family  of  Wade  composed  this 
titulary  corporation  at  that  time,  as  the  family  of 
Symmonds  does  at  the  present  instant. 

William  Taylor,  >  ^.^.      ^^ 

William  Wade,  J  ^'^'"^  ^®^""- 
Stepheo  Wade»  Tide-waiter. 

Josias  Robins, 


William  Bray,  I  Boat-men,  all  of  the 

Riohard  Avery,  /  customs^  of  the  port 

James  Martyn,  I  of  Padstow. 

Thomas  Brown,  I 

FETiTioKSi  &c.  Nov.  14,  1640.  Mr.  May- 
nard  reported  from  the  committee  of  privileges,  ScCd 
that  there  were  several  indentures  returned  for 
burgesses  of  this  borough ;  the  one  returiied  by 
Mr.  Cory  ton,  mayor  of  this  borough,  and  the 
others  returned  promiscuously^ 

Feb*  15,  1641.     Resolved  :  **  That  the  election  Carcw, 
of  burgesses  for  Bossinney  is  totally  void.'*  ^' 

And  the  House  does  further  declare,  that  they 
think  it  fit  that  there  be  six  days  notice  given  to 
the  electors,  after  the  precept  comes  to  the  hands 
of  the  officer  of  this  town,  before  they  proceed  to 
the  election. 

May  16,  l66\*  Sergeant  Charietoti  reported  5 
*^  That  Robert  Roberts  and  Richard  Rowse,  esqrs., 
arediiiy  eleeted,  arnd  ought  to  sit,'*  to  which  the 
House  agreed. 

p  2 
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June  1,  1685.  A  petition  of  Richard  Duck» 
esq.,  touching  the  election  of  this  borough. 

No  report  appears. 

July  14,  1700.  A  petition  of  John  Manley, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Tregale,  esq.,  by* 
the  said  John  Tregale,  setting  up  one  Nathan  Wil- 
liams as  mayor,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  William 
Taylor,  the  lawful  and  sworn  mayor,  and  by  va- 
rious acts  of  brrbery  out  of  his  majesty's  revenue 
of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  whereof  the  said  Tre- 
gale is  receiver. 

The  said  election  declared  void,  and  a  new  writ 
ordered. 

CORPORATION. 

It  has  no  charter,  but  an  assumed  mayor,  and 
an  indefinite  number  of  freemen  or  burgesses. 

Right  of  blbction. — All  who  have  free  land 
in  the  borough,  and  live  in  the  parish,  are  deemed 
freemen,  and  have  votes  at  the  elections  of  mayor 
and  members  of  Parliament.  Willis,  vol.  ii.,  page 
119.  (There  being  no  charter,  nor  resolution  of 
the  House.) 

Number  of  voters — 9. 

Patrons — Earl  of  Mount  Edgecombe  and 
James  Archibald  Stuart  Wortley,  esq.,  one  of  the 
present  members. 

lb 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

To  point  out  how  this  little  body  of  nine  aelf- 
appointed  electors  is  acted  upon  is  rather  difficult. 
As  eight  of  them  belong  to  one  family,  it  may 
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easily  be  conceived  how  they  keep  the  secret; 
but  as  it  has  been  proved  before  the  House  6f 
Commons,  that  the  Duchy  Court  was  once  robbed 
by  a  candidate  to  bribe  this  borough,  it  is  a  proof 
Ihey  were  not  always  immaculate. 


PENRYN. 

Penryn  is  a  borough  and  market-town,  in  the  Wiiiit, 
parish  of  St,  Gluvian's,  hundred  of  Kerriar,  Cora.'''"-^-^®*- 
ivall,  situated  on  an  eminence  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  called  the  King's  Road  which  runs  into 
Falmouth  harbour,  three  miles  from  Falmouth, 
and  966i  from  London ;  containing  394  houses 
and  3,334  inhabitants,  viz.  1,919  males,  and  1»404 
females,  of  whom  197  were  returned  as  being  em- 
ployed in  trade  ;  but  its  principal  business  is  in 
the  pilchard  and  Newfoundland  fisheries.  •  It  is 
reckoned  the  granary  of  the  south-western  part  of 
the  county,  having '^ considerable  warehouses  ge- 
nerally well  stored  with  flour  and  grain  from  the 
Isle  of  Wight  and  Hampshire.  The  market  days 
are  on  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday.  Fairs, 
1st  May,  7th  July,  and  31st  December. 

• 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  never  sent  members  to  Parliament  wmicT.a. 
till  the    1st  of  Mary,  and  was  incorporated  by^' 
James  L  in  the  18th  year  of  his  reign.     A  new 
charter  was  granted  by  James  II.,  which  vested 
the  election  of  members  in  the  magistracy  only, 
but  this  they  refused  to  accept.  '  A  custom  is  said 
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jbo .  haver  prevailed  here  ibr  the  steward  of  the 
Bishop  of  Exeter,  who  is  lord  of  the  manor  of  this 
borough  and  its  forreos  or  ont  borough,  to  send  his 
precept  to  the  portreve,  or  mayor,  to  return  two 
Elizors,  or  principal  men  of  the  place,  who  were  to 
elect  twenty-two  more,  to  make  up  a  jury  upon  all 
law  court-days,  to  execute  the  town  business,  and 
choose  the  members  ;  but  this  has  been  long  re- 
jected. The  sheriff's  precept  is  still  directed  to 
the  portreve,  who  for  many  years  has  been  the 
same  person  who  executed  the  o$ce  of  mayor. 
Willis,  Toi.  This  borough  is  also  said  to  have  made  onis  re- 
turn the  last  year  of  Edward  VL,  and  to  have  be^n 
niade  a  borough  by  Henry  HI. 

Carcw,p.  PSTITIONS.     Qct.    25,    l68Q.      A     petltlOQ     of 

Francis  Triefusis^  and  JaQi^s  Vernon,  esqrs. 

^o  <}eterminationp 

Inarch  S,  1681.  A  petition  of  Samuel  Rolls, 
and  James  Vernon,  esqrs.,  touching  the  election 
for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

Feb.  10,  1698.  A  petition  from  James  Vernon, 
esq.,  agaiijst  the  return  of  Alexander  Peadarvis, 
esq. 

No  determination, 

Dec.  5y  1710.  A  petition  of  Francis  Godol- 
phin,  esq.  (commonly  called  Lord  Railton)  against 
the  return  of  Alexander  Pei^darvis,  and  Samuel 
Trefusis,  esqrs. 

No  determination. 

Pari.  9.  John  Viscount  Glenorchy,  and  John 
Cj^vering,  esq.,  petitioners,  petition  withdrawn. 

I^ail.  1^,     Several  of  the  electors    petitioned 
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against  the  sitting  members,  but  the  petition  was 
not  renewed  the  second  session. 

Pari.  16.  Joshua  Smith  and  Richard  Jackson, 
esqrs.,  petitioned^  renewed  the  second  session, 
when  the  committee  found  that  the  sitting  mem- 
bers were  duly  elected. 

In  1806,  John  Bettesworth  Trevanion,  esq., 
and  William  Wingfield  petitioned  against  Sir 
Christopher  Hawkins.  This  was  tried,  and 
Atkyns  Wright,  esq.,  the  chairman,  reported  to 
the  House  Feb.  4,  1807: 

^^  That  it  appeared  to  the  committee  that  Sir 
Christopher  Hawkins,  hart.,  had  by  himself  and 
his  agents  been  guilty  of  bribery  and  corrupt  prac- 
tices to  influence  the  last  election  for  the  borough 
of  Penryn." 

The  House  thereupon  ordered  the  said  Sir 
Christopher  Hawkins  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  At- 
torney-General. 

CORPORATION. 

James  I.,  in  the  18th  year  of  his  reign»  incor- 
porated this  borough.  The  body  consists  of  a 
mayor,  eleven  more  aldermen,  and  twelve  bur- 
gesses, with  power  to  choose  a  recorder,  steward, 
town-clerk,  two  constables,  and  two  mace-bearers. 

RIGHT    OF    ELBCTION 

Is  in  the  Inhabitants  at  large  who  pay  scot  and 
lot. 

Rkturnimo  officers — the  Mayor  who  is  also 
Portreve. 

Number  of  voters — 140. 

Patron*— Lord  de  Dunstanvitle. 


916  COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. . 

POUTICAL  CHARACTEE. 

«  .  In  1784,  this  borough  was  under  the  joiQt  in* 
fluence  of  the  Duke  of  Lieeds,  and  Sir  Francis  Bas- 
set,  now  Lord  de  Dunstanville,  but  an  agreement 
was  said  to  have  been  entered  into  between  these 
two  noblemen  not  to  interfere  in  each  other's  bo- 
roughs of  Helston  and  Penryn,  in  coosequence  of 
which  Lord  de  Dunstanville  became  sole  patron 
of  the  latter  borough. 

His  lordship's  interest  was  however  disturbed 
at  the  general  election  in  1809,  by  John  Milford, 
of  Exeter,  esq.,  and  Henry  Swan,  esq.,  who  op- 
posed his  lordship's  nomination  of  the  late  Sir 
Stephen  Lushington,  and  Sir  John  NichoII,  and 
obtained  a  majority  of  legal  votes  upon  the  poll. 
A  number  of  names  however  were  by  some  means 
intruded  into  the  poor  rate  the  night  before 
the  election,  and  admitted  the  next  day  to  vote^ 
which  made  the  numbers  on  the  poll  appear  as 
follow  : 

Sir  Stephen  Lushington 94 

Sir  John  NichoII 89 

John  MiUord,  esq 81 

Henry  Swan,  esq 62 

A  petition  was  accordingly  presented  against  the 
return,  and  actions  for  bribery  to  an  enormous 
amount  were  commenced  ;  but  a  compromise  was 
afterwards  effected  before  either  of  them  carne  to 
trial ;  ror  which  the  injured  party  is  said  to  have 
received  ten  thousand  pounds  besides  having  all 
their  expenses  reimbursed. 

Lord  de  Dunstanville,  to  whom  many  of  the 
voters  are  tenants  upon  leases  for  lives,  has  still 
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tlie  controling  interest  in  this  borough ;  but  Mr. 
Swan  has  continued  one  of  its  members. 

Sir  Christopher  Hawkins  has  also  endeavoured 
to  establish  an  interest  in  this  borough  ;  but  with- 
out success. 


LAUNCESTON. 

Launckston,  a  borough,  market-town,  andwuiis,wi. 
parish  in  the  hundred  of  East,  Cornwall,  20  miles  '^* 
irom  Bodmin,  and  913  from  London.  It  is  pleas- 
antly seated  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  on  the  river 
Tamer,  and  contains  9S3  houses  and  1,4SS  inhabit- 
ants, 490  of  whom  were  returned  as  being  employ- 
ed in  various  trades,  &c.  The  winter  assizes  are  held 
at  the  Guildhall  in  this  town,  the  summer  assizes 
having  of  late  years  been  removed  to  Bodmin. 
Most  kinds  of  provisions  are  both  plentiful  and 
reasonable,  but  coals  are  very  dear.  The  markets 
are  on  Wednesday  ;ind  Saturday,  and  the  fairs  the 
first  Thursday  in  March,  3d  Thursday  in  April, 
Whit  Monday,  July  5,  Nov.  17,  and  Dec.  6.  ^ 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  town  was  made  a  borough  by  Richard, 
brother  of  King  Henry.  It  returned  burgesses  to 
Parliament  the  93rd  of  Edward  the  First,  and  has 
done  so  to  this  time.  In  our  account  of  Laun- 
ceston,  another  borough  called  Newport  is  in 
some  respects  comprehended,  both  which  are  pro- 
perly speaking  in  the  parish  of  St.  Stephen,  whose 
church  is  the  mother  church  to  both  places. 
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Petitions,  &c.  June  99i  I66O.  On  the  double 
return  of  Sir  John  Cloberry,  and  £dward  Elliot, 
esq.,  it  was  resolved  : 

**  That  Sir  John  Cloberry  is  duly  elected/*  To 
which  the  House  agreed. 

May  30,  1715.  A  petition  of  Sir  William  Pen- 
darvis,  knt.,  and  Charles  Stratham,  esq.,  against 
the  illegal  return  of  Edward  Hule,  and  Joshua 
Anstis. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

March  S7,  17l6.  On  a  motion  for  a  new  writ 
being  issued  for  electing  a  burgess  for  this  borough, 
to  serve  in  the  room  of  John  Anstis,  esq.,  appoint- 
ed garter  principal  king  at  arms. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  patent  by  which  the 
said  office  is  granted  to  Mr.  Anstis  be  laid  before 
the  House. 

Not  determined  till 

Dec.  7>  1717.     When  a  new  writ  was  ordered. 

Oct  19)  17S9.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Smith, 
and  John  Willis,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  Alex- 
ander Pcndarvis,  esq.,  and  Dr.  John  Friend, 
through  corrupt  and  ill^al  practices. 

The  House,  being  informed  the  said  petition  was 
delivered  without  Mr.  Smith's  privity  or  consent, 

Ordered  the  said  petition  to  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants 
within  this  borough,  abo  shewing,  ^^  That  the  right 
of  election  is  in  the  Freemen,  and  those  who  have 
served  legal  apprenticeships  with  freemen  of  this 
borough,  and  no  others.*' 

Resolved,    "  That  Alexander   Pendarvis^    and 
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John  Willis,  esqrs,,  are  duly  elected  burgesses  for 
ibis  borough. 

That  John  Friend,  M.  D.  is  not  duly  elected. 

The  said  resolutions,  with  the  resolution  relat- 
ing to  the  right  of  election  being  read  twice,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  a  new  writ  ordered 
for  a  burgess  in  the  room  of  John  Willis,  esq.,  who 
has  accepted  the  office  of  second  justice  of 
Chester. 

Pari.  8.  Sir  William  Irby,  and  Charles  Wynd- 
bam,  esq.,  petitioned,  the  former  was  voted  duly 
elected,  and  the  latter  withdrew  his  petition. 

Pari.  U.  Peter  Burrell,  esq.,  petitioned  against 
Sir  Jobn  St.  Aubin's  election,  and  the  House 
found  that  he  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned. 

CORPORATION. 

Tb«  corporation  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
eight  aldermen,  and  an  indefinite  number  of  free- 
men. 

March  17*  1793.     Resolved,  ''  That  the  right  ivekwdi, 
of  election  of  the  borough  of  Launceston,  alias  s'oToum^^' 
Dnaheved,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  is  in  the  ^^7- 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Freemen,  being  inhabitants 
at  the  time  they  were  made  free,  and  not  receiving 
pay  of  the  parish. 

March  i4,  1734.     Resolved,  "  That  the  alder-  PtekwcU, 
men  of  the  borough  of  Dunheved,  aliw  Laun-  aij;^;^®** 
cestOD^  in  the  connty  of  Cornwall,  ought  tobe^a»« 
elected  out  of  the  legal  freedom  of  the  said  borough 
only." 
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Number  of  votbrs — 15 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 
Patron — Duke  of  Northumberland. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

The  right  of  election  being  here  in  the  corpora* 
tion,  it  is,  like  all  other  boroughs  where  that  right 
is  so  limited,  under  the  control  of  a  patron.  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  having  pur- 
chased the  estates  of  the  late  Right  Hon.  Hum- 
'phrey  Maurice,  and  the  family  seat  at  Werington, 
near  this  town,  obtained  the  control  of  Launces- 
ton,  and  the  command  of  Newport,  which  is  a 
small  place  at  the  side  of  this  town,  and  separated 
from  it  only  by  a  current  of  water  which  the  pas- 
senger steps  over.  Here  are,  however,  two  dis- 
tinct boroughs,  sending  each  two  members  to  Par- 
liament, and  the  right  of  voting  is  different;  it  be- 
ing at  Launceston,  limited  to  the  corporation,  con- 
sisting of  a  mayor,  eight  aldermen,  a  recorder,  and 
an  indefinite  number  of  freemen,  who  at  present 
are  only  seven,  making  the  whole  number  of  elec- 
tors fifteen  ;  while,  in  Newport,  the  right  of  elec- 
tion is  in  about  sixty  burgage  tenures,  which  are 
all  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
whose  steward,  Mr.  Richard  Wilson,  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  attorney  at  law,  is  recorder  of  Launceston, 
and  manager  of  Newport. 

In  179-5,  the  late  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  assisted  by 
Mr.  Rose,  of  the  Treasury,  obtained  the  patronage 
of  this  borough  ;  all  the  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion, except  five,  allured  by  the  glare  of  treasury- 
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sunshine,  deserted  the  Duke  of  North umbertand, 
and  elected  Mr.  Garthshore,  u  nder-secretary  of 
State  to  the  late  Lord  Melville.  In  the  following 
year,  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  recovered  his 
inBuence  by  a  majority  of  one  vote.  The  num- 
bers on  the  poll  at  the  general  election  being,  for 

The  Hon.  John  Kandon 13 

James  Brogden,  esq. 12 

Earl  of  Dalkeith ...11 

W.  Garthshore,  esq 11 


NEWPORT. 

Newport  is  a  borough  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Stephen's,  three^miles  from  Launceston,  and  914 
from  London. 

RKPBKSENTATIVB  HISTORY. 

This  borough  is,  in  fact,  a  small  part  of  the 
town  of  Launceston,  but  not  within  the  limits  of 
that  corporation,  being  separated  by  a  small  rivu- 
let. It  never  sent  a  burgess  to  Parliament  until 
the  6th  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  from  which  time  it 
has  continued  so  to  do.  The  right  of  voting  here 
is  different  from-  Launceston,  it  being  there  con- 
fined to  "  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  freemen,  being 
'*  inhabitants  at  the  time  of  their  being  made  free, 
"  and  not  receiving  pay  from  the  parish  :"  but  at 
this  place,  two  persons  called  Vianders,  are  chosen 
yearly  at  the  lord's  court,  who  are  the  returning 


I 


I 


S<2g  COUNTIES,  CFHES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

officers ;  and  these,  with  the  inhabitants  at  large, 
being  all  those  who  pay  scot  and  lot,  or  have  burgage 
tenure  in  the  district,  elect  the  representatives. 
That  this  place  retained  the  name  of  Dunheved, 
as  well  as  Launceston,  is  plain  from  the  first  re-* 
turn  of  members ;    for  anno  6,  Edward  VL,  the 
sheriff  of  this  county  sent  up  members  for  Dun* 
heved,  alias  Newport,  and  again,  in  the  last  Par- 
liament of  Philip  and  Mary ;  and  anno  5,  Eliz., 
members  were  returned  for  Dunheved,  as  well  as 
for  Launceston ;  and  in  one  of  the  indentures  it 
is    called  Villa    Dounheved,    alias  Launceston, 
though,   in   some  of  the  intermediate   ones,    it 
is   named   Newport,  juxta  Launceston,  and   in 
others  Newport,  as  at  this  day.     The  Duke   of 
Northumberland  is .  lord  of  the  manor,  and  owner 
of  the  greatest  part  of  the  borough .   The  remainder 
of  it  belongs  to  Mr.  Carpenter,  of  Tavy  House. 
This  place,   under  the  names  of  Newport   and 
Launceston,  sends  as  many  members  to  Parlia- 
ment as  the  city  of  London.     Like  East  and  West 
Looe  in  this  county,  Weymouth  and  Melcombe 
Regis  in  Dorsetshire,  Aldborough  and  Borough-^ 
bridge  in  Yorkshire,  and  Bramber  and  Steyning  in 
Sussex,  they  are  only  different  names  for  the 
same  places — split  into  two  boroughs   each,  to 
answer  the  corrupt  purposes  of  the  times  they 
were  created  to  serve. 

Petitions,  &c.     March  17,  1625.     Sir  John 
Finch  reported  Mr.  Wyllyam's  Case. 

Another  report  by  the  inhabitants  for  Mr.  Wyl- 
lyam. — He  deserted  the  cause,  and  therefore  the 
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committee  were  of  opinion,  that  the  indenture  for 
Mr.  Wyllyam  should  be  withdrawn. 
No  determination. 

April  94,  1661.  A  petition  of  Henry  Ford^ 
esq.,  touching  the  election. for  this  borough. 

Ordered  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee. 

April  99,  1669.  Information  that  the  day  ap* 
pointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  touch- 
ing the  election  ibr  this  borough,  would  be  too 
early,  on  account  of  Mr.  Edgecomb  being  at  a 
great  distance. 

Ordered :  "  That  the  matter  be  adjourned  till 
the  next  meeting  of  the  House  after  the  recess.*' 

Feb.  93,  1677.  A  petition  of  Sir  Walter 
Yonge;  bart.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return  for 
this  borough. 

No  determination. 

May  23,  1678.  A  petition  of  John  Cory  ton, 
esq.,  against  the  undue  return  of  Ambrose  Mana- 
ton,  esq. 

9Jtb,  — — .  A  petition  of  Sir  Walter  Yonge, 
bart«,,  to  the  same  effect. 

Oct.  99.  A  petition  of  John  Coryton,  fsq.,  to 
the  same  effect,  complaining  that  the  return  was 
made  by  only  one  viander,  whereas  the  two  vian- 
ders  make  but  one  office. 

No  determination. 

March  90,  1679.  A  petition  of  John  MauriceJ 
merchant,  against  the  return  of  John  Coryton,  esq. 

No  decision. 

Dec.  31,  1690.  A  petition  of  Narcissus  Lutt- 
rell,  esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return. 
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Petition  withdrawn ;   the  prayer  thereof  being 
conceived  irregular. 

Jan.  1,  1691.     A  petition  of  Narcissus  Luttrell, 
esq.,  to  the  same  effect. 

Nothing  done  in  it. 

Feb.  16,  1698.  A  petition  of  John  Prideaux, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Thomas  Stratford,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Feb.  13,  1700.  A  petition  of  John  Granville^ 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Francis  Stratford,  esq., 
in  consequence  of  the  arbitrary  conduct  of.  the 
vianders,  who  declared^  before  the  electicn,  they 
would  return  the  said  Francis  Stratford  if  he  had 
but  ten  votes. 

— .     A  petition  of  the  freeholders  and 

inhabitants  of  this  borough,  complaining  to  the 
same  effect. 

May  7,  1701.     Both  petitions  withdrawn. 

r 

y  CORPORATION. 

/  None. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

Is  in  the  Inhabitants,  being  burgage  holders,  and 
paying  scot  and  lot. 

Number  OF  voters — nominally  62,   but  ac- 
tually only  one. 

Returning  officers — two    Vianders,  ap- 
pointed at  the  court  leet  of  the  lord  of  the  manor. 

Proprietor — Duke  of  Northumberland. 

political  character 

Is  described  under  Launceston,  to  which  this  is  a 
suburb. 
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LESTWITHIEL, 

LestwithibLi  a  borough,  market  town,  and 
parish,  in  the  hundred  of  Powder,  Cornwall,  three 
miles  from  Fowey,  and  ^46  from  London ;  con-^ 
taining  131  houses  and  743  inhabitants.  It  standa 
on  the  river  Fox^ey^  which  was  formerly  navigablet 
but  is  now  cboaked  up  with  sand.  Here  is  the! 
stadnary  goal ;  and  the  county  courts  of  Cornwall 
are  held  here.  The  market  is  on  Friday,  and  it 
has  a  tolerable  woollen  manufacture*  Fair,  No< 
vember  13. 

BEFBBSBNTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  first  sent  members  to  Parliament 
in  the  SSrd  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  and 
then  discontinued  till  the  4th  of  Edward  II. 

Pbtitions,   &c.     May   5,    I66O.     The  com- Ctrew, p, 
mittee  of  privileges  reported :  That  John  Clayton  ^^** 
and  Walter  Moyle,  esqrs.,  are  returned  in  one  in*- 
denture  by  the  mayor  of  this  borough,  and  m 
another  indenture,  the  said  mayor  has  returned 
Henry  Ford,  esq. 

Determined :  •*  That  none  of  these  persons  ought 
to  sit/' 

Ordered*  "That  the  mayor,  for  his  misdemeanor, 
do  attend  the  bar  of  this  House,  and  that  he  bear 
the  charge  of  the  summons.'' 

Mr.  Turner  reported  :  "  That,  upon  examina- 
tion of  the  fact,  it  appeared  the  double  indenture 
was  so  returned  by  the  mayor,  upon  a  promif^e 
made  to  him,  that  if  it  were  adjudged  a  false  re- 
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turn  he  should  be  saved  harmless :"   whereupon 
it  was 

Resolved :  ^*  That  the  mayor  of  this  borough, 
be  discharged  from  further  attendance!  upon  pay- 
ing his  fees/' 

Dec.  18,  1698.  A  petition  of  John  Hicks,  esq^ 
representing  he  had  been  invited,  by  the  electors 
of  this  borough,  to  be  one  of  their  representatives ; 
bot  by  the  unJQst  and  illegal  influence  of  a  peer 
of  the  realm,  of  great  place  and  trust  in  this 
county,  several  of  the  electors  were  persuaded  to 
vote  against  him. 

May  4,  1690.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Feb.  20,  1700.  A  petition  of  George  Booth, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Molesworth, 
and  John  Buller,  esq. 

March  18»    Petition  withdrawn. 

May  5,  1701.  A  petition  of  John  Hicks,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  George  Booth,  esq.,  by 
means  of  the  influence  of  a  noble  peer  of  this 
realm,  and  the  solicitations  of  his  servants  and 
agents. 

No  determination. 

Jan.  5,  1702.  A  petition  of  Warwick  Hawkey, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Molesworth. 

No  determination. 
Vol.  i.p.  Nov.  2,  1705.  A  petition  of  James  Kendall, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Robert  Molesworth, 
esq.,  by  reason  of  the  late  mayor,  John  Johns,  esq., 
having  arbitrarily  disfranchised  several  of  the  bur- 
gesses, and  used  divers  undue  practices  to  prevent 
the  return  of  the  petitioner. 

Dec.  20.     A  complaint  being  made,  that  John 
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Johas,  tke  late  mayor  of  this  horoqgli,  John  Haw- 
kejr,  aftd  WiUiatn  Tiapnell,  having  tha  booka  a£ 
t^  coripofatioa  in  their  custod^t  hava  rafitaed  toi 
obey  an  order  from  ibe  ComoHttae  of  Privilegaa^ 
&c.  to  permit  James  Kendall,  esq.,  toiil^peati^ and 
tafca  Dotaa  aad  copies  iberefroiOk 

Ofdai^:  ^^That  the  said  John  Johas,  Jaha 
Hawkey,  and  Will  ism  TrapnelU  do  stTictl^y  obey 
tli9  Ofdef  of  the  CoB^mitta  of  Pyiyilegesi  of  £kc* 

91s(«  ReaoAved :  ^^  That  Jaraea  KendaUi  aaq^^ 
is  duly  elactad/* 

Resolved :  *^  That  Robeft  MoIeawortb»  esq^^  ia 
hqI;  duly  aie<;ted»^ — To  both  wbich  the  House 
agr0^. 

Nq>y.  95^  17Q8,  A  petition  of  Francis  Robartea 
and  Russel  Robartes^  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Jam^a  Kendall  and  Joseph  Addisoa,  esqr^. 

No  determiqation* 

A  petition  from  the  chief  magistrates  apd  as-* 
sislwts,  touchiag  the  right  of  election  ;  and  com- 
plaining  pf  an  undue  election  for  this  borough. 

No  decision. 

Nov.  23,  1709.  A  petition  of  the  qhief  msgis- 
tratfis  and  as^siatanta  qf  this  boroqgb,  complaining 
of  an  uqdii?  ^Ifiptiqn  ^nd  return  of  Jaqies  KQPdf^U 
and  Josapt)  Addison,  e$qrs. 

Dec.  SO.  Resolved :  ''  That  James  Kendall 
and  Joseph  Addisoa,  esqrs.,  are  not  duly  elected/^ 

Resolved :  <'  That  Francis  Robartes,  and  Rus- 
sel Robsrtes,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected  to  serve  as 
burgesses  for  this  borough/' — To  which  resolu* 
tions  the  House  agreed. 
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"  Dec.  ?,  1710.     A  petition  of  Russel  Robartes, 
esq.,  Bgainst  the  return  of  Hugh  Fortescue,  esq;, 
by  means  of  indir^t  practices  on  the   part  of 
Alexander  Johns,  esq.,  the  mayor. 
No  determination. 

A  petition  of  the  chief  magistrates  and  assist- 
ants of  this  borough,  shewing  that,  by  the  con- 
stitution of  this  borough,  a  new  mayor  ought  to 
be  elected  eveiy  year,  yet  one  Alexander  Johns, 
has,  by  indirect  means,  continued  in,  and  acted 
as,  mayor  for  about  six  years ;  and  also,  that  he, 
at  the  last  election,  by  other  illegal  measures,  re* 
turned  Hugh  Foirtescue,  esq. 
The  petitioners^  counsel  declared,  that,  having 
,  failed  in  their  evidence  as  to  the  charter,  they 
waved  their  complaint.  Whereupon  the  commit- 
tee resolved: 

^'  That  Hugh  Fortescue  is  duly  elected  a  burgess 
for  this  borough.*' — To  which  the  House  agreed. 
Oct.  19,  172S.  A 'petition  of  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy,  knight,  and  Charles  Legh,  esq.,  against 
the  return  of  the  Marquis  of  Hartington  and  Lord 
Stanhope. 

No  determination. 

A  petition  of  Alexander  Johns,  esq.,  mayor  of 
this  borough,  complaining,  that  Edward  Hoblyn, 
esq.,  sheriff  of  this  county,  did  deliver  his  precept 
,  to  John  Johns,  one  of  the  burgesses,  who  pro- 
claimed the  same,  took  upon  himself  the  office  of 
mayor,  and  appointed  a  day  of  election,  by  which, 
and  numerous  other  illegal  means,  the  petitioner 
was  prevented  exercising  his  functions  as  legal 
mayor  of  this  borough  ;  and   the  said  pretended 
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mayor  John  Johns,  and  Edward  Hoblyn  did,  by 
such  illegal  practices,  return  the  Marquis  of  Hart* 
ington  and  Lord  Stanhope. 

Ordered :  "  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privileges,  to  report  on  the  same/' 

99nd.  A  motion  was  made :  ^^  That  the  matter 
of  the  said  petition  be  beard  on  Wednesday  next, 
come  six  weeks :"  but  it  was  disagreed  to,  and 
no  further  report  appears. 

March  II,  1723.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Diggs, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Orlando  Bridgeman, 
and  Henry  Parsons,  esq. 

No  det^mination. 

Feb.  8,  1726.  A  petition  of  Darell  Trelawney, 
esq.,  complaining  of  undue  and  illegal  practices 
on  the  part  of  John  Collins,  esq.,  high  sheriff  of 
this  county,  in  delivering  the  precept  to  one  John 
Johns,  who  had  not  been  mayor  since  170.5  ;  and 
although  the  petitioner  was  duly  elected,  and  de- 
clared so  by  the  legal  mayor,  Francis  Johns,  esq., 
yet  the  satd  high  sheriff  refused  to  accept  the  in- 
denture by  which  petitioner  was  so  returned. 

No  determination. 

CORPORATION. 

It  was  first  incorporated  by  Richard,  Earl  of 
Cornwall,  when  he  was  king  of  the  Romans  ;  and 
is  now  governed  by  a  mayor,  six  capital  burgesses, 
and  seventeen  common-councilmen. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Dec.  20,  1769.  Resolved  :  *'  That  the  right 
of  electing  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Lestwithiel,  in  the  county  of 
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Coriiwall,  18  in  ti»B  Miybr  aad  u\x  ^mpitad  bur« 
^^S6es,  tbgetber  with  wevenxeen  aMistants  anoraaUy 
chosen,  and  who  had  a  tight  to  vote  at  the  fft^ 
storing  election  ieff  a  t^^w. 

NuMB«R  OP  TOTftBS-^S4:  Capable  of  ex«er« 
ifhfing  that  right,  only  9  ;  oMyority,  S. 

HEtrumrf  KG  opFi*OBK-«-^he  Mayor. 

IPATROK-^^arl  df  Mimiit  £dgc6inb. 

m 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  mode  of  election  in  this  borough  is  auoh  as 
to  dupe  the  electors  out  of  privileges  with  which 
their  representative  charter  affects  to  invest  them ; 
tor  the  seventeen  common^councilnien,  who  have 
alright  o(f  voting,  being  annually  ehosen  by  the 
aeven  aldermen,  al^  «ure  to  be  such  as  will  con- 
^fimn  to  the  dictates  ^f  those  by  whom  they  are 
appointed  :  such  limitation  of  the  right  of 
election  in  this  manner,  seems  as  if  it  were  done 
to  excite  the  contempt  of  the  electors  themselves 
against  their  own  franchises.  To  be  vested  with 
power  without  a  will,  is  as  great  an  insult  to  the 
understanding,  as  it  is  an  injury  to  the  inteietts  of 
mankind  :  nothing  can  more  efFectually  tend  to 
induce  the  people  to  abandon  even  their  clain^  lo 
the  first  privileges  of  nature  and  society  with  dis- 
gust. That  the  king  should  appoint  seven  men, 
who  were  to  nominate  seventeen  others,  to  choose 
two  representatives  of  the  people ;  or  that  the 
lord  of  the  manor  should  appoint  two  elizors,  who 
were  to  nominate  twenty^two  others,  to  exercise 
the  same  powers :  is  such  a  burlesque  on  repre- 
sentation, as  seems  only  intended  to  kugh  nysn- 
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kind  out  of  righto  they  might  otherwise  too 
seriously  endeavour  to  claim.  Out  of  this  select 
body  eleveo  #re  said  to  be  peers  and  revenue  offi- 
cers, and  as  such  incapable  of  voting. 


ST.  MAWES. 

St.  Maw£6  is  a  borough  town  in  the  parish  of 
St»  Just,  hundred  q(  Powder,  Cornwall,  )  mile 
from  Falmouth,  and  $79  from  London,  on  the  east 
side  of  Falmouth  harbour.  It  consists  only  of  one 
street,  under  a  hill,  fronting  the  ses.  It  is  chiefly 
inhabited  by  fiiiherinen,  and  is  governed  by  a  port- 
reeve, who  is  complimented  with  the  title  of 
mayor.    Fair,  the  Friday  after  St.  lake's  day. 

BEPHBSENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  is  of  no  greater  note  than  St.  Mi- 
chael's,  containing  about  the   same  number  of 
houses.     It  never  sent  members  till  the  year  1669, 
in  which   session   burgesses  being  returned  for 
St.  Germynes  and  St.  Mawes  in  Cornwall,  with- 
out summons,  Mr.  Speaker  declared  in  the  Houie  pryon» , 
that  the  lord  steward  agreed  they  should  resort  J^if*^ ' 
unto  the  house^  and  with  convenient  speed  to  shew  p*  ^^'^* 
their  letterS'pa  tents ^  why  they  be  returned  in  this 
Parliament.  But  they  were  no  further  questioned, 
and    these   towns    have    accordingly   sent  ever 
since,  the  queen's  inclinations  being  well  under- 
stood.   The  returning  officer  is  the  portreve,  who, 
with  the  free  and  sworn  tenants,  are  the  electors, 
in  number  about  dO  or  40. 
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'    ParL  6.     Francis  Scobell»  and  Benedict  Ithell, 
tsq.y  petitioners,  renewed  sess.  8. 

Pari.  8.     Matthew  Ctiitty  St.   Quintin,  esq., 
petitioner.    .      , 


COBPORATIONr 


None. 


RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

In  the  Portreve,  who  is  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
complimented  with  the  title  of  Mayor,  and  in  the 
Burgesses  resident  in  the  place. 

Number  op  yoters — Is  in  general  indefinite ; 
but  the  present  number  of  the  burgesses  is  99; 
and  as  some  of  these,  being  revenue  officers,  are 
incapacitated  by  Mr.  Crewe's  bill,  this  still  reduces 
the  number  of  actual  yoters. 

Returning  officer — the  Portreve. 

I'atron — Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

political  character. 
The  influence  of  this  borough  was  in  the  late 
]Lord  Nugent  and  Hugh  Boscawen,  esq.  But  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham  succeeding  to  the  estate 
.^nd  patronage  of  Earl  Nugent,  has  since  had  the 
address  to  possess  himself  of  that  of  Mr.  Bos- 
pawen's  likewi3e. 


CAMELFORD. 

Camelford  is  a  borough  town  in  the  parish  of 
JLianteglos,  hundred  of  Lesnewth,  Cornwall,  2 
miles  from  Helston,  and  231  from  London  ;  con- 
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taining  1 88  bouses  and  f)I9  inhabitants.  It  stands 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Camel,  and  was  formerly 
a  place  of  some  consequence.  It  was  here  that 
King  Arthur,  born  not  far  from  it,  was  mortally 
wounded  by  his  nephew  Mordred,  who  was  kill^ 
on  the  spot.  The  houses  are  badly  built,  but  the 
streets  are  broad  and  well  paved.  Market  on  Fri- 
day; &irs,  first  Tuesday  after  March  10,  May  26, 
July  17,  and  September  6. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  borough  was  first  represented  in  Parlia- carew, 
meat  in  the  tkne  of  Edward  VI.,  though  created  a  ^'  ''^^* 
borough  by  Richard,  Duke  of  Cornwall,  and  con- wniis, 
firmed  by  Henry  the  Third,  in  1259,  and  its  privi-  ^'*^" 
l^es  renewed  by  Queen  Mary. 

Petitions,  &c.  Feb.  94,  1558.  Mr.  Smith, 
who  represented  this  borough,  though  outlawed, 
had  the  privilege  of  Parliament. 

March  6,  1592.  Sir  Edward  Hobby  repre- 
sented, that  a  false  return  had  been  made  of  one 
Richard  Leech.     Ordered  : 

**  That  the  Speaker  be  appointed  to  move  the 
lord  keeper  respecting  this  return/'  The  speaker 
reported :  •*  That  the  lord  keeper's  answer  was : 
^  That  the  said  return  should  stand,  without 
taking  any  notice  of  any  matter  of  fact,  or  in  the 
election  at  all.'  " 

March  22,  1625.  Upon  representation  that  Sir 
Thomas  Monk  was,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  in 
execution,  a  new  writ  was  ordered. 

May  5,  1660.  On  a  report  of  the  several  returns 
for  this  borough, 
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Resolved  !  **  That  Peter  Killegrew  and  Samuel 
Trelawney,  eaqrs..,  are  duly  elected." 

August  S.  On  a  report  of  the  double  return  of 
Henry  Nicholas  and  William  Cotton,  esqrs., 

Resolved  :  '<  That  William  Cotton,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected.'* 

May  16,  1661.  On  a  report  of  the  double  re- 
turn of  Thomas  Coventry  and  Charles  Roscarrick, 
esqrs.,  and  Bernard  Grenvilie,  esq.. 

Resolved  :  *'  That  Mr.  Coventry  and  Mr.  Ros- 
carrick do  sit  till  the  merits  of  the  election  be  de- 
termined.'' 

July  11.    On   a  report:    ^^  That  tl)e  mayor, 
,    being  pressed  to  bring  in  writings,  he  said  :  *  He 
would  take  his  own  time,'  " 

Resolved  :  ^'  That  the  said  mayor  of  this  bo- 
rough, for  his  contempt,  be  taken  into  the  custody 
of  the  flMTgeant  at  arcM.'' 

13th.  Ordered,  upoB  bis  conformity,  to  be  dis- 
charged. 

Nov.  26,  1706.  A  petition  of  Henry  Manaton, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Manby,  esq. 

Jan.  24,  1709.  Resolved  :  *•  That  John  Man- 
by,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  bo- 
rough." 

April  11,  1711.  A  petition  of  Paul  Orchard, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Henry  Manaton,  esq., 
by  reason  of  one  Godfrey  White,  taking  upon 
bim  to  act  as  mayor,  in  opposition  to  £dward 
Cloeke,  esq.,  the  legal  mayor. 

A  petition  of  the  mayor,  burgesses,  town  clerk, 
and  freemen  of  this  borough  to  the  same  effect. 

Resolved  :  "  That  Mr.  Edward  Cloake  is  the 
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legal  mayor  of  tbis  bonotij^k,  mud  ought  to  return  a 
burgess  fortiiis  borough/' 

''  That  H«nry  MafiAton,  esq.^  is  not  duly 
elected/' 

"  That  Paul  Orchard,  esq.,  is  duly  eiected  a 
burgess  for  this  borough,"  to  which  the  House 
agreed. 

Pari.  18.  Augustus  Ludlow,  Lord  Preston, 
and  Robert  Adair,  esq,,  petitioned.  The  chair* 
man  reported :  ^^  That  the  committee  bad  deter- 
mined the  Tight  of  election  •for  menbers  for  ibis 
borough  to  be  in  the  freemeo,  being  lobabitants 
paying  scot  and  lot."  They  had  also  deter- 
mined :  *^  That  the  capital  burgesses  had  no  rjght 
to  vote,  unless  aa  free  burgesses,  tnhabitifli^  and 
paying  scot  and  lot."  That  they  had  determined : 
^'  That  Wm.  J«  JDennisaa,  asd  John  An^mtein, 
esqrs.,  are  ^ly  elected/'  Attd  :  ^^  Tbat  ihe  pe- 
titions of  Lord  Preston  and  Robert  Adair,  (esq,, 
were  not  firivolous  or  vexatious/'   J!^ov.  10, 1796. 

OORPOHATION. 

Although  this  is  a  poor  plaoe,  contaimog  mAy 
a  few  homes,  badly  built,  yet  it  is  an  ancient 
borou^ ;  for  ft  was  so  made  by  a  charter  irom 
Richard,  I9iufce  of  Cornwall,  when  be  was  king 
of  the  Romans,  who  granted  them  a  market 
and  a  fair.  These  privileges  were  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  his  brother,  Henry  TIL  It  was  incor- 
poirated 'by  Charles  L  and  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
eight  4>uifpes9es  or  aldermen^  and  ten  fieenien. 
The  oorponction  enjoys  the  toll  of  thematfkate  and 
fiiiia,  wbiith,  with  an  estate  of  i&14  fa  annum, 
afibfd  ^d'fiirthe  support  of  the  «Af  istrates. 
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RlhHT  OF  XLBCTION. 

In  such  of  the  Corporation  as  are  inhabitant 
Housekeepers,  paying  scot  and  lot.  Nov.  10, 
1796. 

Number  of  voters — 9- 

Retqpniicg  officer— the  Mayor. 

Proprietor — Earl  of  Darlington. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

At  the  period  of  the  last  petition,  the  cor- 
poration were  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Carpen- 
ter, of  Tavy  House,  but  all  the  houses  in  the  bo-  . 
rough  were  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 
The  decision,  therefore,  of  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  determined  the  right 
of  voting  to  be  only  in  such  freemen  as  were  iq- 
habitant  housekeepers  paying  scot  and  lot,  gave 
the  control  of  the  borough  to  his  grace,  who  re- 
turned the  members  from  1796  till  1819,  when 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  sold  his  property  in  the  bo- 
rough to  Mr.  Carpenter  for  ^32,000,  who  nomi- 
nated the  present  members.  Mr.  Carpenter  has 
since  sold  the  borough  to  the  Earl  of  Darlington, 
who  is  the  present  proprietor.  The.  number  of 
freemen  who  were  inhabitant  housekeepers  at  the 
time  of  the  above  decision  were  only  nine. 

WEST  LOOE. 

West  Looe  is  a  township  in  the  parish  of  Tal- 
land,  in  the  hundred  of  West,  Cornwall,  standing 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Looe,  opposite  to  East 
Looe  (  it  contains  79  houses,  and  S76  inhabitants, 
and  was  formerly  much  more   considerable  in 
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point  of  trade/  &e.,  than  East  Looe,  Although 
the  harbour  it  not  large,  it  is  commodious,  and  ia 
defended  by  a  strong  battery ;  the  river  is  navi- 
gable for  vessels  of  100  tons. 

REPaKSENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  town  is  not  of  any  great  antiquity.  It 
first  sent  members  to  Parliament  the  6th  of  Ed- 
ward VI.,  and  was  afterwards  incorporated  by 
Queen  Elizabeth. 

Petitions,  &c.  Oct,  12,  1553.  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Bowen,  Sir  R.  Southwell,  Mr.  Tregonwell, 
Mr.  Mashe,  Mr.  Storey,  and  Mr.  Gosnold,  in* 
quired  if  Mr.  Alex.  Nowell,  a  burgess  of  this 
borough,  and  prebend  of  Westminster,  can  sit  in 
the  House. 

13th.  Declared  :  «  That  Alex.  Nowell,  being 
a  prebend  of  Westminster,  and  thereby  having  a 
vote  in  the  convocation,  cannot  be  a  member  of 
this  House." 

Aug.  3,  1660.  Resolved  :  **  That  the  right  of 
election  is  in  the  freemen  and  inhabitants  paying 
scot  and  lot." 

-  March  SI,  1678.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Ken- 
dall,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Trelawney, 
esq.,  the  elder. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  95,  1680.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Ken- 
dall, and  Humphrey  Courtney,  esqrs.,  touching 
the  election  for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  22,  1717.  A  complaint  was  made,  that 
there  was  no  return  made  of  a  new  writ  which  had 
been  issued.  . 
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Ordered :  **  Tbal  the  cterk  of  the  crown  do 
uttenil/'  Vfho  reported :  ^  That  no  tEturn  hud 
been  made  to  the  crown  o^See*" 

Ordered  :  ^*  That  the  deputy  shetlff  of  the 
county  of  Cornwall  do  attend/' 

The  House  being  informed,  that  the  return  for 
this  borough  wasrelunMd  iatO'  the  crown  office. 

Ordered:  ^'  That  the  said  deputy^sheriff  be 
discbafged  from  any  further  attendtaoe/' 

CORPORATION. 

The  corporation  eoosieta  of  twelve  burgesaesi 
Ofte  of  whom  must  annually  be  choaen  mayor,  and 
ha>e  power  to  choose  a  steward^  and  have  a  com-* 
mooaeat. 

The  corporation  is  not  chosen  out  of  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  the  hamlet,  but  are  non-reaidents, 
having  no  interest  nor  coniijexion  with  the  place 
for  which  they  nominate  the  members. 

RIGHT  OF  KLfiCTION. 

In  the  Corporation. 
Number  op  voters — 12. 
Patron — John  BuUer,  of  Morval,  esq.,  pro- 
prietor of  the  borough  of  Saltash  in  this  county. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  little  boroughs  of  East  and  West  Looe  are 
separated  by  a  small  creek  of  the  sea,  over  which 
there  is  a  wooden  bridge.  This  place  is  called 
also  Portpigham^  by  which  name  it  is  distinguished 
in  holding  courts.  Neither  of  these  places  can 
boast  of  much  antiquity,  having  no  parish  church 
belonging  to  either  of  them.     In  this  wretched 
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hamlet,  called  West  Looe,  alias  Partpighamj  tWe 
is  not  so  much  as  a  chapel,  though  the  miserable 
hovel  which  is  now,  by  way  of  deiision,  we  sup- 
pose, called  the  guildhall,  was  said  to  have  been  a 
chapel^  which  seems  likely,  because  the  tower 
was  lately  standing. 

This  contemptible  hamlet^  composed  of  a  few 
fishermen's  huts,  has,  like  Mitchell,  Bossinney,  aad 
St.  Mawes,  in  this  county,  the  privilege  of  sendiBg 
to  Parliament  two  members  each :  and  conjointly 
they  send  as  many  representatives  as  the  cities  of 
London  and  Westminster  and  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, which  contain   near  a  million  of  inha- 
bitants,  and  pay  a  sixth  part  of  the  revenue  of 
the  country  ! !  I     Any  remark  of  ours  upon  such 
a  preposterous  inequality  cannot  add  to  the  sur- 
prise and  indignation  that  the  mind  must  expe* 
rience  by  the  comparison. 
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EAST  LOOE. 

East  Look  is  a  market  town  and  borough,  in 
the  hundred  of  West,  Cornwall,   12  miles  from 
Plymouth,  and  933 }  from  London  ;  containing 
1 17  houses,  and  467  inhnkitants^  of  whom   15^ 
were  returned  employed  in  trade,  principally  in 
the  herring  fishery,  and  in  the  exporting  and  the 
importing  of  coals.     This  town  takes  its  name 
from  the  river  Looe,  on  which  it  is  commodiously 
situated  near  a  creek  of  the  sea.     There  is  a  large 
stone  bridge  of  15  arches  over  this  creek.     The 
surrounding  country  is  well  furnished  with  gen- 
tiemen's  seats,  and  a  little  higher  up  the  tin  works 
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begin.    The  market  is  on  Saturday.     Fairs,  13th 
of  February,  and  10th  of  October. 

REPRB8ENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

Although  this  is  an  ancient  borough,  it  was  not 
admitted  to  a  share  of  the  legislature,  if  it  may  be 
so  called,  before  the  13th  of  Elizabeth.  But  the 
inhabitants,  in  conjunction  with  Fowey,  sent 
formerly  a  merchant  to  a  council  of  trade  at  West- 
minster. 

Petitions,  &c.  April6,  K571.  Thevalidity 
of  this  borough,  as  to  its  right  of  sending  mem« 
hers,  was  ordered  to  be  inquired  into. 

May  5,  1660.  On  a  report  of  the  double  return 
of  this  borough  of  Henry  Seymore  and  Jonathan 
Trelawney,  esqrs.,  in  one  indenture,  and  of  George 
Trelly  and  Nathaniel  Moyle,  esqrs.,  in  another. 

Resolved  :  ^'  That  none  of  the  said  persons  do 
sit,  until  the  merits  of  the  cause  be  determined.'* 

Resolved  :  "  That  the  mayor  of  this  borough  be 
summoned  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  to 
answer  his  misdemeanors  in  making  such  double 
return,  and  that  he  bear  the  charges  of  the  said 
summons.'^ 

l6th.  Resolved  :  **  That  Henry  Seymore  and 
Jonathan  Trelawney,  ^sqrs.,  are  duly  elected." 

March  19,  1678.  A  petition  of  John  Kendal, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Jonathan  Trelawney 
and  Henry  Seymore,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Pari.  3.  A  petition  of  Hamlyn  Trelawney  and 
Christ.  Smith,  esqrs.,  against  the  election  of  Joha 
and  Edward  Buller,  esqrs.,  ordered  to  be  beard 
the  17th  of  March,  1807. 
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CORPORATION. 

The  corporation  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
eight  aldermen^  and  an  indefinite  nunober  of  bur^ 
gcsses,  or  freemen. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

In  the  Corporation. 
Number  of  electors — 21. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor, 
Patron — Sir  Edward  Duller,  bart. 

POLITICAL    character. 

This  borough  owes  its  right  of  sending  memr 
bers  to  the  indulgence  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  all 
the  rest  of  the  borousrhs  in  Cornwall  do  to  her  and 
Edward  the  Sixth,  except  the  ancient  ones  of 
Launceston,  Leskard,  Lestwithiel,  Truro,  Hod- 
min,  and  Helston,  which  sent  members  ah  otigine^ 
and  Penryn  and  St.  Ives,  wMiich  were  summoned 
by  Mary. 

The  queen's  right  to   summon   new  boroughs  prynu*^ 
(April  9,    15710   was  questioned.     Report   was  ^[J^^^^* 
made  by  the  House,  which  favoured  the  queen's  p-  *^'^- 
prerogative,  of  the  validity  of  the  burgesses  ;  and 
it  was  ordered,  by  the  attorney  general's  assent^ 
*•  That  the  burgesses  shall  remain  according  to 
their  returns  ;  for  that  the  validity  of  the  charters 
is  elsewhere  to  be  examined,  if  cause  be.'V 

Browne  Willis,  esq.  remarks  upon  this,   **  That  Pjige  loo^ 
the  House  became  greatly  increased  with  repre- 
sentatives in   these  reigns,  by  summoning  such 
places  as  had  pretence  to  the  ancient  title  of  bo- 
roughs, which  were  the  demesne  of  the  crown,  or 
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some  great  person  under  the  influence  of  it ;  while 
several  of  the  great  towns,  notwithstandiog  they 
were  ancient  boroughs,  were  not  revived  nor  sum- 
moned when  these  little  places  were/* 

The  charter  was  granted  to  this  borough  in  the 
99th  of  her  reign,  and  the  corporation,  consisting 
of  nine  burgesses,  one  of  whom  is  to  be  mayor, 
and  have  power  to  choose  a  recorder,  &c.,  and  an 
indefinite  number  of  freemen,  which  at  present 
does  not  exceed  twelve,  making  the  whole  number 
of  electors  twenty-one,  nineteen  of  whom  are  non- 
residents. 

This  borough  was  formerly  under  the  control  of 
the  ancestors  of  Sir  Harry  Trelawney ,  bart.,  whose 
family  seat  is  near  the  place  ;  but  for  near  a  cen- 
tury past  has  been  directed  by  the  family  of  BuU 
ler,  of  Wivclscome,  now  Sir  Edward  BuUer,  bart,, 
of  Trenant  Park,  one  of  the  present  members,  a 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  an  admiral  in  the  navy. 


GRAMPOUND. 

Grampound  is  a  borough  and  market-town 
in  the  parish  of  Creed,  and  hundred  of  Powder, 
Cornwall,  8  miles  from  Truro,  and  263  from  Lon- 
don ;  containing  80  houses  and  595  inhabitants. 
The  river  Fale,  or  Vale,  is  of  a  considerable  breadth 
at  this  town,  where  is  a  good  stone  bridge  over  it. 
A  small  manufactory  of  gloves  is  carried  on  in  this 
town.  The  market  is  on  Saturday,  and  the  fairs 
are  on  the  18th  January,  35th  March,  and  Uth 
June. 
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REPBJSSENTATIYE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  first  sent  members  in  the  6th  of 
Edward  VI.  and  has  continued  to  do  so  ever  since. 
The  manner  of  obtaining  the  right  of  freedom  here 
is  to  be  nominated  by  a  jury  of  freemen,  duly 
chosen,  and  approved  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen. 
There  is  at  present  an  information  depending 
against  several  of  the  freemen  on  a  charge  of  being 
illegally  admitted. 

Petitions,  &c.  Oct.  29>  1366.  A  new  writ 
issued  for  the  election  of  a  new  burgess  for  this 
borough  in  the  place  of  Christopher  Perne,  esq., 
reported  to  be  a  lunatic. 

April  30,  1640.  Mr.  Jones  reported :  That  Mr. 
Trevanion  is  well  returned,  therefore, 

Ordered  :  **  That  Mr.  Trevanion  being  duly 
elected,  may  come  and  sit  in  the  House^  where- 
upon he  was  called  in.'' 

Pari.  9.  Thomas  Hales,  Thomas  Trefusis, 
esqrs.,  petitioners.     Petition  withdrawn, 

COBPORATIOX. 

This  being  an  ancient  manor,  belonging  to  the 
duchy,  was,  by  a  charter  of  £dward  III.,  endowed 
with  the  great  privileges  of  a  market,  faird,  and  ex- 
emption from  tolls  throughout  the  county :  these 
privil^es  the  bui^esses  still  hold  in  fee-farm,  at  the 
rent  of  412,  lis.  4d.  per  annum.  The  above 
charter  was  confirmed  by  Henry  VIII.  The  town 
is  governed  by  a  mayor,  eight  aldermen,  a  recorder, 
•od  a  town-clerk. 

R  2 
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Right  of  election — is  in  the  Mayor,  Re* 
corder,  Aldermen,  and  Freemen. 
Number  op  voters— 42. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 
Patron — Sir  Christopher  Hawkins,  bart 

political  character. 

This  borough  is  part  of  the  manor  of  Tybestre, 
belonging  to  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  of  which  the 
corporation  holds  its  charter  on  paying  a  fee-farmi 
rent  of  j£l2,  1  Is.  4d.  per  annum.  It  is  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word  a  Cornisli  borough,  where  the 
electors,  who  are  forty-two  in  number,  dispose  of 
their  suffrages  as  they  are  directed  by  their  patron, 
without  having  the  least  knowledge  of  the  repre- 
sentative they  send  to  Parliament,  his  character, 
or  qualification  :  nor  is  his  name  even  communi- 
cated to  these  constituents,  till  the  curtain  is  drawn 
u  p  for  the  attorney  to  perform  the  farce  of  elec" 
tion. 

This  borough  was  formerly  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Lord  Mount  Edgecomb,  but  a  dispute  aris- 
ing between  his  Lordship's  steward  and  the  voters, 
respecting  the  payment  ofgratuities  before  or  after 
an  election,  the  latter  not  thinking  it  proper  to  give 
credit^  went  in  a  body,  and  offered  the  command 
of  the  borough  to  Lord  Eliot,  who  had  the  nomi- 
nation of  its  members  till  1803,  when  Sir  Christo- 
pher Hawkins,  bart.,  succeeded  ta  its  patronage. 
Since  that  period  they  have  been  for  two  Parlia- 
ments under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Basil  Cochrane,  of 
Portman-square,  against  whom  some  actions  for 
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bribery  were  commenced  after  the  general  election 
in  1806,  but  were  subsequently  compromised. 
They  have  since  returned  to  the  patronage  of  Sir 
Christopher  Hawkins,  barto  who  nominated  the 
member  at  the  last  election,  occasioned  by  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Hon.  Andrew  Cochrane  Johnstone, 
in  1814.  The  freemen  of  this  borough  have  been 
known  to  boast  of  receiving  three  hundred  guineas 
u  man  far  their  votes  at  one  election. 


ST.  GERMANS. 

While  the  parish  of  St.  Germans  is  the  largest 
in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  being  above  20  miles 
in  compass,  and  containing  more  gentlemen^s  seats 
and  lordships  than  any  other.  The  bounds  of 
the  borough  are  very  limited^  This  town  while  it 
was  the  residence  of  the  bishops,  was  very  consi« 
derable ;  it  is  now  however  a  mean  place,  consist- 
ing only  of  about  50  or  60  fishermen's  huts,  placed 
near  the  church.  It  has  however  a  free-school, 
endowed  by  the  Eliot  family,  who  possess  the 
elective  patronage  in  this  borough,  as  well  as  in 
Leskard. 

llSPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

It  never  was  represented  in  Parliament  till 
1562,  when  its  right  of  sending  was  questioned.  - 

Petitions,  &c.  Jan.  22,  1562.  Mr.  Speaker 
declared,  That  the  lord  stasvard  Agreed  that  the 
members  returned  should  resort  to  the  House,  and 
with  convenient  speedy  to  shew   letters  patent, 
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why  they  be  returned  to  Parliament.  But  we  find 
nothing  done  till 

Jan.  6,  1640.  When  it  was  resolved,  ^*  That 
Mr.  Valentine*8  election  for  one  of  the  burgesses 
of  this  borough  is  good,  and  that  he  shall  sit  here 
as  a  member,  and  that  his  election  shall  not  be 
questioned." 

Dec.  34,  1718*  Ordered  a  new  writ  for  elect- 
ing a  burgess  for  this  borough  in  the  room  of  John 
Ktiight,  esq.,  made  secretary  for  the  Leeward 
Islands. 

RIGHT   OF   ELECTION 

Is  in  all  the  Housekeepers  within  the  borough, 
but  only  exercised  by  a  few  calling  themselves 
freemen. 

Number  op  toters — 7^ 

Returning  officer — the  Portreve. 

PROpRiETOR~-Lord  Eliot. 

political  character. 

Voi.ii.  p.  The  right  of  voting  in  this  borough  extends  to 
all  the  inhabitant  housekeepers^  according  to 
Browne  Willis,  without  the  limitation  of  paying 
scot  and  lot,  as  is  the  case  at  I  Ichester,  and  the 
returning  officer  in  the  first  indenture  of  return 
1562,  was  stiled  the  mayor,  though  it  never  had  a 
charter  or  corporation,  but  in  all  subsequent  re- 
turns he  is  stiled  the  portreve. 

Inconsiderable  as  the  number  of  inhabitants  in 
this  little  borough  is,  the  patron  has  contrived  to 
limit  the  right  of  election  still  further  by  setting 
up  an  artificial  freedom,  as  has  been  done  at  Bos* 


BODMIN. 

sinny  in  this  county,  where  the  whole  number  of 
voters  are  only  ninej  and  here  they  are  only  seven. 
This  infringement  of  election  right  would  become 
the  subject  of  legal  investigation  in  a  larger  place, 
where  the  temptation  of  obtaining  a  seat  might 
repay  the  expense  of  the  adventure ;  but  the  con- 
tradictory decisions  of  committees,  and  the  enor- 
mous charges  attending  a  petition  against  the  un- 
due return  of  a  member,  begin  to  deter  gentlemen 
from  having  recourse  to  that  method  of  obtaining 
justice. 


247 
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Bodmin  is  a  borough  and  market-town  in  thecnew.p. 
hundred  of  Trigg,  Cornwall,  standing  almost  in  the  '^* 
centre  of  the  county  between  two  hills,  and  at  an 
equal  distance  of  about  19  miles  from  St.  Geoige's 
and  the  Bristol  channels,  and  934  from  London. 
The  town  consists  chiefly  of  one  long  street, 
running  east  and  west  for  nearly  a  mile.  The 
summer  assizes  and  Michaelmas  quarter  sessions 
are  held  here ;  and  the  new  county  gaol  and 
bridewell  form  a  handsome  building,  well  situated 
for  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  and  built  after  the 
Howardian  plan.  The  registry  and  court  of  the 
archdeacon  of  Cornwall  are  kept  here.  It  has 
some  manufactures  of  common  serge,  and  a  num- 
ber of  considerable  dealers  in  wool,  which  is  wash- 
ed and  sorted  here,  and  employs  the  neighbouring 
parishes  in  spinning.  The  yarn  is  principally  sent 
to  Ashburton,  and  other  parts  of  Devonshire.    It 


a^. 


248  COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

.  tms  a  good  market  on  Saturday,  well  supplied  with 
corn  and  all  kinds  of  provisions.  Fairs,  Jan.  15, 
Saturday  before  Easter  eve,  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day before  Whitsunday,  and  December  6th  ;  ther^ 
are  also  two  annual  fairs,  August  31,  and  October 
30,  granted  by  charter,  with  the  benefit  of  some 
lands  for  those  afflicted  with  the  leprosy.  The 
town  contains  326  houses  and  3,299  inhabitants, 
of  which  number  there  were  only  350  returned  as 
being  employed  in  trade  and  manufacture.    • 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

Willis,  vol.  This  town  was  created  a  borough  by  charter  of 
«•!»•  0-  Richard  Earl  of  Corhwall,  which  was  recited  and 
partly  confirmed  by  Edward  I.  It  has  returned 
members  to  Parliament  from  the  23rd  of  Edward  L 
QS  appears  by  Dr.  Willis's  list.  Its  former  govern- 
ment, instituted  by  charter  of  the  loth  James  L, 
was  by  a  mayor,  and  36  burgesses  ;  but  by  charter 
of  the  present  king,  a  mayor,  II  aldermen,  and 
£4-  common  councilmert. 

Petitions,  &c.  I66l.  In  this  Parliament 
there  were  several  returns  for  this  borough,  which 
came  bt-fore  the  committee  ;  also  a  double  return 
of  Sir  John  Carew,  and  Hender  Roberts,  esq.,  and 
the  said  Mr.  Roberts,  and  Sir  James  Smith,  which 
does  not  appear  to  be  heard  of  after. 

Jan.  17?  1706.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Leak, 
knt.,  against  the  return  of  Thomas  Horn,  esq.,  the 
town-clerk  having  influenced  the  mayor  to  return 
the  said  Thomas  Horn,  esq.,  the  mayor  refusinj^ 
at  the  same  time  to  receive  near  80  legal  votes  for 
the  petitioner. 

No  determination. 
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Oct.  19,  1722,  A  petition  of  Robert  Viscouni 
Molesworth,  and  Charles  Legb,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  Isaac  Leheup,  and  Richard  West,  esqrs., 
hy  means  of  Edward  Hoblyn-,  esq.,  sheriff  of  the 
county,  illegally  taking  upon  himself  to  act  as 
mayor. 

A  petition  of  William  Philips,  esq.,  against  the 
same  return. 

No  determination  on  these  petitions. 

May  31,  1725.  A  new  writ  ordered  to  elect  a 
burgess  iu  the  room  of  Richard  West,  esq.,  made 
lord  chancellor  of  Ireland. 

Pari.  16.  William  Masterman,  esq.,  petitioned. 

Pari.  17.  Sir  James  Laroche,  bart.,  and  several 
electors  petitioned.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee reported.  That  the  sitting  members  were 
duly  elected,  and  that  the  petition  was  frivolous 
and  vexatious. 

CORPOBATIok. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor^  eleven  aldermen,  and 
twenty-four  common-couocilmen. 

RIGHT. OP  ELECTION. 

In  the  Corporation  only. 
Number  of  voters — S6. 
Returnikg  officer— •thei  Mayor. 
Patron — Lord  De  Dunstanville. 

political  character. 

The  influence  of  this  borough,  whose  right  of 
ejection  is  in  the .  corporation  only,  has  been  con- 
tested since  the  acquisition  of  a   new   charter, 
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which  was  granted  in  the  administration  of  the 
late  Mr.  Pitt,  between  Lord  Grenville  and  Lord 
De  Dunstanville  ;  but  the  latter  has  acquired  the 
mscendency,  and  is  now  patron  of  this  borough  as 
well  as  of  Penryn. 


LESKARD. 

Leskard  is  a  borough,  market  town,  and 
parish,  in  the  hundred  of  West,  Cornwall,  l6i 
miles  from  Plymouth,  and  937  from  London; 
containing  469  houses,  and  9,708  inhabitants, 
viz.  1,952  males,  and  1,456  females,  of  whom  908 
were  employed  in  trade,  principally  in  the  manu- 
facture of  leather ;  and  some  few  in  spinning  for 
the  Devonshire  clothiers.  On  the  hills  of  North 
Leskard  are  many  tin  mines ;  the  metal  obtained 
from  which  is  cast  at  the  blowing  houses  into 
blocks,  and  sent  to  this  town  to  be  coined.  There 
is  a  very  eminent  free  school  here;  and  a  good 
conduit  for  the  supply  of  water.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood are  several  extensive  sheep  walks.  It 
has  a  very  considerable  market  on  Saturday. 
Fairs,  Monday  fortnight  before  Christmas,  Shrove 
Monday,  Monday  before  Easter,  Holy  Thursday, 
August  15,  and,  October  9. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  is  one  of  the  largest  towns  in 
Cornwall,  and  the  market  is  one  of  the  most  con- 
siderable in  the  county.  The  right  of  election  is, 
however,  confined  to  a  mayor,  eight  capital  bur- 
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gesses,  and  fifteen  assistants,  together  with  as  many 
freemen  as  these  twenty-four  corporators  may  think 
proper  to  create.  The  number  of  this  last  de« 
scription  seldom  exceeds  eighteen,  who  are  se* 
lected  from  among  the  friends  of  Lord  Eliot,  in 
different  parts  of  the  county,  very  few  of  them 
being  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
though  it  exceeds  in  population  and  size  most 
others  in  Cornwall.  It  sent  burgesses  to  Parlia- 
ment firom  the  9Srd  of  Edward  I.,  and  has  conti- 
tinued  to  do  so  ever  since.  It  was  made  a  bo- 
rough by  Richard  Duke  of  Cornwall,  by  charter^ 
dated  June  5t  1240. 

Petitions^  &c.  May  5,  1660.  Mr.  Turner 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges :  '^  That 
John  Con noit  and  John  Robinson,  esqrs.,  are  duly 
returned  by  the  proper  officer,  and  that  they  jQugbt 
to  sit:"  to  which  the  House  agreed. 

March  IS9  1698.  The  House  being  informed 
that  John  BuUer,  esq.,  who  was  a  candidate  for 
this  borough,  had  brought  an  action,  upon  a  sta- 
tute made  in  the  7th  year  of  his  majesty's  reig^, 
against  Mr.  Richard  Roberts,  mayor  of  the  said 
borough,  for  the  sum  of  ^500,  for  making  a  false 
return  of  William  Bridges,  esq.,  although  the  said 
Mr.  Buller  never  petitioned  against  or  questioned 
the  said  return  in  this  House. 

The  information  fell,  without  any  thing  being 
done  upon  it. 

Pa^rl.  9.  Mr.  Sheridan's  return  was  duly  signed 
by  the  sheriff*.  The  committee  found  Mr.  Hus- 
kissonduly  elected,  and  *'That  the  right  of  election 
was  in  the  mayor  and  burgesses  only/* 
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CORPORATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  eight  capital 
burgesses,  and  fifteen  assistants.  . 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION 

Is  in  the  Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  the  said 
borough.     May  11,  1804. 
Number  of  ▼otbrs — S4. 
Returning  oFFicER-^the  Mayor. 
Patron— Lord  Eliot. 

t 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  freemen  of  this  borough,  according  to 
Browne  Willis,  had  all  the  right  of  votings  accord- 
ing to  ancient  usage ;  but  e6  this  place  sent  mem- 
bers to  Parliament  a6  drigine^  befoi^  charters  in- 
terfered with  elective  rights,  or  committees  of  the 
House  of  Commons  limited  them  by  special  reso-* 
lutions,  the  word  freemen,  or  burgesses,  {huv" 
gensesj)  as  determined  in  the  Abingdon  case^ 
extended  to  all  the  householders  ;  and  this  right 
was  contended  for  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town, 
by  petition  in  1808,  and  by  appeal  against  the 
above  determination  in  1803  ;  but  without  suc- 
cess. 

Captain  Tomlinson,  of  the  navy,  and  Mr.  Now- 
Ian,  petitioned  again,  in  1806,  upon  the  same 
claim  ;  but  as  a  final  decision  had  taken  place, 
under  the  amended  Grenville  act,  the  petition 
was  voted  frivolous  and  vexatious.  This  deter- 
mination gave  the  control  of  the  borough  and  the 
nomination  of  its  members  to  Lord  Eliot. 


CALLINGTON.  jBiJ 


CALLINGTON. 


Callington,  or  Kellington,  is  a  borough  and 
market-town  in  the  pafish  of  Southill,  East  hun* 
dred,  Cornwall,  7  miles  from  Leskard,  and  214 
from  London,  containing  about  60  houses.  Mar- 
ket-day on  Wednesday;  fairs,  May  4,  Septem- 
ber I9i  and  November  19,  for  provisions,  hard- 
ware, &c.  ^ 

BSPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  was  the  last  town  in  Cornwall  admitted  to 
the  right  of  sending  members  to  Parliament ;  it  re- 
turned no  representatives  till  the  S7th  of  Elizabeth, 
1585. 

Petitions,  Pari.  6.  Dorrell  Trelawney,  and 
George  Harrison,  esqrs.,  petitioners  :  the  former 
renewed  his  petition  in  sess.  9. 

Pari.  10.  Warwick  Calmady,  esq.,  petitioner, 
withdrew  his  petition,  April  6,  1748.  Where- 
upon a  new  writ  was  ordered  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Copelston,  deceased. 

Pari.  13.  James  Buller,  esq.  petitioned  against 
Mr.  Skyme's  election  ;  but  Mr.  Buller  died  be- 
fore the  merits  of  the  cause  were  tried. 

Pari.  14.  William  Morshcad,  esq.  petitioned 
against  Mr.  Stratton's  first  election,  and  the  com- 
mittee, on  account  of  an  equality  of  the  votes,  de- 
clared it  a  void  election.     February,  1799. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 
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RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

This  is  not  ascertained.  It  is  contended  to  be 
in  the  Freeholders,  and  beneficial  Leaseholders  be- 
ing  resident,  and  rated  to  the  poor,  and  also  in  the 
Householders  payinj;  scot  and  lot ;  but  these  two 
descriptions  of  persons  being  nearly  the  same  in 
tliid  borough,  it  has  not  been  brought  to  a  deter- 
mination. 

Number  of  voters — 49. 

Returning  officer — a  Portreve  appointed 
at  the  court  leet  of  the  lord  of  the  manor. 

Patron — Lord  Clinton. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

This  little  borough  at  present  submits  to  the 
control  of  Lord  Clinton,  the  lord  of  the  m&nor ; 
but  bis  patronage  is  by  no  means  secure.  Mr. 
Coryton,  of  Crackadon,  whose  sev^t  is  near  this 
place,  commands  fifteen  of  the  votes^  out  of 
forty-two ;  and  if  the  remainder  who  are  inde- 
pendent of  Lord  Clinton  should  be  induced  to 
join  Mr.  Coryton,  they  may  each  nominate  a 
member. 
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CUMBERLAND— COUNTY. 

Cumberland  is  a  county  of  England,  boudded  Ctrew, 
on  the  north  by  Scotland  and  a  part  of  Northum-  ^'  *^*' 
berland,  on  the  west  by  the  Irish  sea,  on  the  south 
by  Lancashire,  and  on  the  east  by  Westmoreland 
and  Durham.  Its  greatest  length  is  about  eighty 
miles,  and  its  breadth  about  forty;  containing 
about  970,000  acres  of  land,  whereof  about  470,000 
are  in  a  state  of  cultivation^  and  4j60,000  unculti- 
vated, including  woodlands,  three  parts  of  which 
are  entirely  unfit  for  cultivation.  The  county  is 
divided  into  five  wards,  and  contains  one  city,  one 
borough,  and  ten  market  towns,  viz.  the  city  of 
Carlisle,  the  borough  of  Cockermouth,  and  the 
market  towns  of  Brampton,  Egremont,  Ireby,  Kes- 
wick, Kirkoswald,  Penrith,  Ravenglass,  White- 
haven, and  Wigton.  These  are  comprised  in  ninety 
parishes,  containing  21,573  houses,  inhabited  by 
117,330  persons,  of  whom  18,387  were  returned 
as  being  employed  in  trades  and  manufactures,  and 
31,063  in  agriculture.  Cumberland  is  one  of  the 
least  populous  counties  in  the  kingdom,  consist- 
ing chiefly  of  bleak  mountains,  barren  moors,  and 
austere  wastes.  It  is,  however,  rich  in  mineral 
treasures,  as  the  mountains  contain  various  strata 
of  stone,  and  abound  in  coal,  limestone,  and  lead. 
It  also  produces  a  valuable  sul^stance  called  wad, 
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or  black  lead,  the  mines  of  which  are  opened  only 
at  certain  times,  and  closed  again,  lest  they  should 
become  too  common.  The  cultivated  parts  pro- 
duce corn,  but  are  chiefly  laid  out  in  grass  land. 
The  neat  cattle  of  the  county  are  a  small  breed, 
with  long  horns,  which  are  fattened  in  the  south, 
under  the  name  of  Cumberland  steers  ;  the  sheep 
are  small,  with  fine  flesh  and  coarse  wool.  The 
air  is  sharp  and  bleak,  but  not  unhealthy.  The 
principal  rivers  of  the  county  are  the  Eden  and 
the  Derwent.  Cumberland  is  included  in  the 
province  of  York  and  diocese  of  Chester  and 
Carlisle. 

REPHESENTATIYE    HISTORY. 

^  This  county,  which  is  the  most  northern  part 

of  the  kingdom,  Was  won  from  the  Scots  by 
the  Conqueror,  and  from  that  time  has  been  a  part 
of  the  kingdom.  It  has  been  represented  in  Par- 
liament from  the  time  of  the  38th  of  Edward  the 
First.  This  county  is  completely  aristocratic.  An 
election  contest,  which  is  said  to  have  cost 
100,0001.,  happened  in  176S  between  the  interests 
of  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  those  of  the  Earl  of 
Lonsdale,  in  which  the  former  was  Successful,  but 
since  that  time  each  party  have  agreed  to  send 
one  member. 

Petitions,  &c.  May  28,  1624.  On  a  peti- 
tion,  relating  to  the  election  for  this  county,  Mr. 
Glanvyle  reported  :  "  That  Ferdinando  Huddles- 
ton,  esq.  was  duly  elected  a  knight  for  this  county.'* 

Resolved  ;  '*  That  he  may  serve,  notwithstand- 
ing he  be  outlawed.*' 
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Nov.  3,  i680«  A  petition  of  Ferdinando  Hud* 
dleston,  esq.  touching  the  election  for  this  county. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  24,  1702.  A  petition  of  Sir  Wilfred  Law- 
son,  hart.,  against  the  return  of  Gilfred  Lawson, 
esq. 

April  4,  I7I64  A  complaint  being  made,  that 
the  under-sheriflF,  who  executed  writs  for  electing 
knights  of  the  shire  for  this  county,  had  neglected 
to  make  a  return  in  due  time,  by  means  whereof, 
the  members  chosen  for  the  county,  and  the  bo- 
roughs therein,  cannot  sit. 

Resolved  :  **  That  Thomas  Crossby,  under-she- 
riff of  this  county,  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege 
of  this  House.** 

Ordered :  ^^  That  the  said  under-sherifT,  for  his 
offence,  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant 


at  arms.** 


27th.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Crossby,  under- 
sheriff  of  this  county,  professing  he  had  no  evil 
intention  in  the  delay  of  the  return  complained  of; 
that  he  is  deeply  sensible  of  his  fault,  and  heartily 
asking  pardon,  and  praying  he  may  be  released 
from  confinement. 

29th.  The  said  Thomas  Crossby  was  brought 
to  the  bar,  reprimanded  by  the  speaker,  and  dis- 
charged. 

Pari.  3.  WiUiam  Ogle,  of  Causey- Park,  North- 
umberland, esq.  petitioned.    Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari.  18.  Henry  Fletcher,  and  Henry  Ciirwen, 
esqrs.,  petitioned,  Dec.  13,  1768.  Ihe  House 
found  Henry  Curwen  and  Henry  Fletcher,  esqrs., 
duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned  ; 
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Sir  Jahled  Lotrther,  bsirt.,  arid  Humphrey  Sen- 
bouse,  esq.,  ribt  duly  elected.  In  this  election, 
the  sheriff  *s  conduct  appeared  sd  extremely  faillty, 
thslt  the  House  codimitted  him  to  Newgate. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

The  family  of  the  Earl  of  Lonsdalfe  has  for  many 
years  nominated  one  Of  the  metnbers  fbf  this  couh- 
ty.  The  late  earl,  iri  1768,  attethpted  to  return 
both,  and  proposed  himself,  being  then  a  coM* 
inoner,  in  conjunction  with  the  late  Mr.  Sen- 
house  ;  but  this  was  most  strenuously  oppos^  by 
th^  Duke  of  Koffbik,  Duke  of  Portland,  Earl  of 
Carlisle,  £arl  of  Egr^ttioht,  and  most  of  the  gentle- 
men in  the  county,  and  ended  in  the  Lonsdale  iti- 
terest  lofeing  both.  Thfe  late  Sir  Henry  Fletcher 
and  the  late  Mr.  Curwen,  were  then  chosen  by 
a  decided  majority,  after  a  contest  which  is  said 
to  have  cost  the  iWo  parties  above  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds.  Since  that  period,  ehnh  of 
these  interests  has  returned  a  member. 


CARLISLE. 

The  city  of  Carlisle  i^  in  Cumberland  Ward, 
Cumberland,  eighteen  miles  from  Penrith,  atid 
305  miles  from  London.  It  is  situated  in  a  forest, 
near  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Edefi  and  Cal- 
dew.  Being  a  frontier  town,  it  is  fortified  ^ith  a 
wall,  a  citadel,  and  a  castle.  It  has  two  parishes, 
1,420  houses,  and  10,875  inhabitants,  being  4,479 
males,  and  5,742  females,  of  Whom  2,600  Were  rt- 
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turned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manufac- 
ture. The  buildings  are  good,  and  the  streets  are 
clean  and  spacious.  The  session  of  assize  for  the 
county  is  held  here  once  a  year,  to  which  there 
are  two  judges,  one  for  criminal  and  one  for  civil 
causes.  They  arrive  in  the  city  the  tenth  Sunday 
after  Trinity.  The  Easter  and  summer  quartet 
sessions  are  also  held  here.  The  manufactured 
consist  of  cotton  yarn,  cotton  and  linen  checks, 
osnaburgbs,  drills,  worsted  shags,  stamped  cottons^ 
hats,  shamois,  tanned  leather,  lindsays,  nails,  hard* 
ware,  dressed  flax,  ropes,  &c.  Market  on  Wed* 
nesday  and  Saturday  ;  fairs  36tfa  August,  and 
about  three  weeks  after. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

According  to  Sir  Edward  Coke's  definition  of 
a  city,  Carlisle  was  not  such  until  the  reign  of 
Henry  L,  tvben  Goodwin  says  it  became  a  bishops 
ric.  Almost  every  king  of  England  from  William 
1.  until  James  I.  bestowed  some  privilege  on  this 
ancient  city.  Richard  I.  granted  the  burgesses 
their  liberties  for  the  annual  payment  often  marks  : 
Henry  HI.  granted  them  a  coroner  for  the 
like  sum.  Edward  H.  beside  exempting  them 
from  toll)  allowed  them  several  immunities,  on  a 
fee-farm  rent  of  80l.  per  annum ;  and  by  some 
subsequent  charters,  they  were  excused  from  thii 
feudal  burthen.  All  the  above  liberties,  with  a 
manor,  ar€  possessed  by  the  corporation,  consist- 
ing of  a  mayor^  recorder,  eleven  aldermen,  two 
sheriffs  or  bailiffs,  and  twenty-four  citizens  or 
cottttiMi''OOu  nci  Imen . 

s  2 


260  COUNIIES,  CITi£S>  AND  BOROUGHS.. 

The  patronage  which  this  city  has  derived,  may 
be  traced  as  far  back  as  1079,  when  Ranulph,  Earl 
of  Chester,  by  some  called  of  Carlisle,  began  to 
build  the  city,  and  grant  to  its  inhabitants  several 
immunities.     King  William,  finding  it  rise  in  con- 
sequence, took  it  again  into  his  possession  ;  ia 
which  state  of  English  royal  demesne  it  remained, 
until  it  was  given  by  Stephen  to  David,  son  of 
Malcolm   III.   King   of   Scotland.      During  the 
reigns  of  Edward   II.  Henry  IV.  Edward  IV. 
Aichard  III.  and  James  I.  it  was  under  the  autho- 
rity of  its  earls.     Charles  II.  by  letters  patent, 
dated  April  SO,  166 1,  advanced  Charles  Howard, 
.    a  descendant  of  William,   Lord  Howard  of  Na- 
worth  Castle,  third  son  to  Thomas  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk,  to  this  earldom.     This  noble  family,  by  the 
mother's  side,  is  descended  from  Cospatrick,  chief 
lord  of  Cumberland,  Westmorland,  and  Northum- 
berland, who,  according   to    Leiand,  lived  temp. 
WiL  I,  at  Naworth  Castle,  the  seat  of  the  present 
Earl  of  Carlisle. 
carcfT,  p.       rj^j^jg  jg  ^jj^  shire  town  of  the  county  of  Com- 

berland.  In  the  35th  of  Edward  I.  there  was  a 
Parliament  held  here.  It  has  several  charters  of 
liberties  from  the  time  of  Henry  the  Third  to  that 
of  Charles  the  First,  the  last  of  which  is  said  to 
have  been  in  the  13th  of  that  reign.  It  has  been 
represented  in  Parliament,  as  Doctor  Willis  writes^ 
ab  origine :  Mr.  Prynne  has  given  his  list  of  its 
representations  from  the  SOth  of  Edward  I. ;  but 
Doctor  Willis  has  inserted  it  from  the  23d  of  that 
reign. 
Petitions,  &c.   Nov.  14, 1692.   A  complaHit 
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was  made  to  the  House,  that  the  council  of  this 
city  bad  disfranchised  Christopher  Musgrave,  esq., 
m^moer  for  this  city. 

Resolved :  ^*  That  the  disfranchising  Christo^ 
pher  Musgrave,  esq«,  a  member  of  this  House,  is  a 
breach  of  the  pnvilegesi  and  that  John  How,  esq., 
sen.,  late  mayor  of  Carlisle,  William  Nicholson^ 
Robert  Jackson,  sen.,  Robert  Jackson,  jun.,  Tho- 
mas Jackson,  and  Edward  Monkhouse,  be  sent  for 
in  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms.'' 

Dec.  5.  A  petition  from  the  said  mayor  and  the 
rest  of  those  above  named,  acknowledging  their 
offence,  begging  pardon  for  the  same,  and  praying 
to  be  discharged. 

Dec.  7*  The  said  mayor,  &c.  were  brought  to 
the  bar,  and  upcn  their  knees  were  reprimanded, 
and  discharged  upon  paying  their  fees ;  tbs 
speaker  at  the  same  time  acquainting  them,  that 
the  House  expected  that  Christopher  Musgrave, 
esq.,beforthwith  restored  to  his  freedom  of  this  city. 

Feb.  14,  1700;  A  petition  ot  Thomas  Stanwix, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  James  Lowther,  esq^  by 
means  of  ill^al  practices,  threats,  &c. 

No  report  made. 

Jan.  3,  1701.  Another  petition  to  the  same 
effect,  also  complaining  that  the  mayor  of  this 
city  declared  he  would  return  Mr.  Lowther  right 
or  wrong. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  4, 1710.  A  petition  of  Samuel  Gledhill^ 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  James  Montague. 

No  determination. 

Feb.  20,  1710.  Colonel  Gledhili  having  at  the 
bar  of  this  House  charged  Sir  James  Montague,' 
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a  member  thefeof,  with  writing  a  letter  reflecting 
upon  the  honour  of  her  Majesty, 

Resolved  :  ''  That  Colonel  Gledhill  bad  suffix 
etent  grounds  for  bringing  the  said  charge  before 
this  House/' 

Dec.  10,  1711.  The  petition  of  Colonel  Gled>. 
hill  was  again  presented  ; — 

Resolved  :  *^  That  Sir  James  Montague,  knight^ 
is  duly  elected/' 

Feb.  23,  1719.  Resolved  ;  "  That  the  right  of 
election  is  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  and 
Freemen,  resident  or  not  resident :  also,  that  the 
sons  of  burgesses,  born  after  their  father's  freedom, 
and  persons  serving  seven  years  within  this  city, 
have  a  right  to  be  made  firee/' 

Oct.  S^,  179S.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Stan wix 
and  several  others  against  the  return  of  James 
Bateman,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Pari.  16.  John  Christian,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  the  election  of  William  Lowther,  esq.  The 

committee  found  the  petitioner  duly  elected, 

1786.  RowlandStephenson, esq., petitioned  against 
Edward  Knubby,  esq,,  and  the  committee  found 
the  petitioner  duly  elected,  Feb.  26,  1787. 

Pari.  18.  Sir  James  Graham,  bart.,  and  Ed- 
ward  Knubby,  esq.  petitioned.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  reported  :  That  the  sitting  mem* 
bers  were  duly  elected,  and  that  the  petition  was 
not  frivolous  nor  vexatious.    March  3,  1797. 

UNDUE   INFLUISNCP. 

The  following  case  came  before  the  court  of 
King's  Bench  in  Michaelmas  term,  1790. 
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The  minister  bad  a  mind  to  coippliiqent  Mr. 
Garforth)  a  member  of  the  late  and  present 
^firliament,  and  steward  and  agent  to  the  Eaii 
of  Lon^d^le,  with  the  place  of  collector  of 
the  customs  in  the  city  of  Carlisle.  Mr*  Gar- 
&rth,  oo  account  of  his  situation,  i^as  incapable  of 
holding  the  office ;  and  the  place  was  given  im 
irffst/orhim  to  Mr.  Fearon :  Mr.  Pearson  acted 
9s  deputy  to  Mr.  Fe^ron,  and  performed  the  duties 
pf^heo^efor  him*  A  dispute,  whiph  was  sue- 
ceeded  by  a  law-suit,  happened  between  Mr.  Gar- 
forth  and  Mr.  Fearon  ;  and  it  was  decided  iq  the 
Cpinwon  Pleas,  ^^  J^hat  holding  places  in  trust 
was  illegal*^  T^e  defendant  hacl  paid  over  this 
profits  of  the  pl^ce  to  Mr.  Garforth  ;  and  this  ac- 
tion was  IjNTOUght  by  the  plaintiff  to  recover  th^ 
anxount  of  the  profits  from  Mr.  Pearson,  the  acting 
officer,  and  receiver  of  the  dues. 

Lord  Kepyo^  said,  the  conducjt  of  the  partiei^ 
was  jsuch  «s  apt  to  entitle  them  to  any  imlul-^ 
gence ;  an^d  therefore  would  not  grant  the  appli- 
cation. 

CORPORATION. 

Notif  ithstanding  former  charters,  the  corporation 
is  now  deemed  prescriptive.  Its  present  form  is 
derived  from  a  charter  of  Charles  I.,  in  the  year 
1637)  consisting  of  a  mayor  and  eleven  other 
aldermen,  two  bailiffs,  twenty-four  capital  bur- 
gesses, and  an  indefinite  number  of  fireemen.  The 
capital  burgesses  are  chosen  by  the  aldermen  out 
of  the  freemen.  There  are  likewise  in  the  corpo- 
ration eight  trading  companies  or  gvAds,  whose 
privil^es  are  prescriptive ;  namely,  the  na^rchants. 
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tanners,  skinners,  butchers,  tailors,  weavers,  shoe* 
makers,  and  smiths.  Persons  born  the  sons  of 
freemen,  or  having  served  a  regular  apprenticeship 
to  freemen,  and  having  been  admitted  to  the  bro- 
therhood of  iany  of  these  guilds,  are  entitled  to  the 
freedom  of  the  city,  and  the  privilege  of  voting  for 
the  members  of  Parliament. 

The  corporation,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  of  the  freemen  dependent  on  them,  are  in 
the  interest  of  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale  ;  but  the  ma^ 
jority,  forming  a  body  of  near  five  hundred,  are  in 
the  interest  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  city.  The  influence  acquired  by 
bis  grace  in  this  instance  is  no.t  that  of  a  feudal 
lord,  or  an  arbitrary  land-owner,  who  derives  his 
consequence  from  a  court-baron,  or  his  possessions 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carlisle ;  but  from  a  firm 
and  manly  opposition  to  a  most  unconstitutional 
and  desperate  attempt  to  overturn  the  rights  of 
election  within  this  city,  and  to  overwhelm  the 
electors  with  an  army  of  what  are  called  honorary 
freemen,  or  faggots,  in  order  to  outnumber  the 
legal  electors  on  a  poll.  No  less  than  fourteen  hun- 
dred of  this  description,  mostly  selected  from  the 
collieries  and  estates  of  Lord  Lonsdale,  were  ad- 
mitted by  the  mayor  to  their  freedom  without 
any  one  of  them  having  either  the  claim  of  birth 
or  servitude  to  sanction  their  right,  or  having  ob- 
tained admission  to  the  brotherhood  of  either  of 
the  guilds,  as  the  charter  and  prescription  of  the 
city  directs. 

These  surreptitious  freemen  were  three  several 
times  petitioned  against  to  the  House  of  Com* 
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mens :  Jirst^  by  J.  Christian  Curwen,  esq.,  who 
became  a  candidate  for  the  representation  of  the 
city,  upon  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
the  Hon.  Edward  Norton  ;  secondly^  by  Rowland 
Stephenson,  esq.,  who  becaroe  a  candidate  upon 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk  succeeding  to  the  peerage, 
in  1786  ;  and,  thirdly^  by  Mr.  Curwen  and  Mr. 
Bradyll,  at  the  iast  general  election  :  and  in  all 
these  instances  they  were  declared,  by  the  several 
coDfimittees,  illegal.  The  last  committee,  who 
were  balloted  under  the  powers  of  the  amended 
Grenville  Act,  reported  specially  to  the  House, 
"  That  the  right  of  election  for  the  city  of 
^^  Carlisle,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  is  in  the 
Freemen  of  the  said  city,  duly  admitted  and 
sworn  Freemen  of  the  said  city,  having  been  pre- 
viously admitted  brethren  of  one  of  the  eight 
guilds  or  occupations  of  the  said  city,  and  de- 
^*  riving  their  title  to  such  freedom  by  being  sons 
*'  of  freemen,  or  by  service  of  seven  years*  appren- 
**  ticeship  to  a  freeman  resident,  during  such  ap- 
^  prenticeship,  within  the  said  city,  and  in  no 
^^  others.**     March  3,  1791. 

An  appeal  against  the  above  decision  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  the  Slst  of  March,  1795, 
when  the  committee  finally  resolved, 

**  That  the  right  of  election  for  the  city  of  Car- 
lisle, in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  is  in  the 
Freemen  of  the  said  city,  duly  admitted  and 
sworn  Freemen  of  the  said  city,  having  previ- 
ously been  admitted  brethren  of  one  of  the  Qjght 
guilds  or  occupations  of  the  said  city,  and  de- 
**  riving  the  title  to  such  freedom  by  being  sons 
of  freemen,  or  by  service  of  seven  years*  appren- 
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*'  ticeship  to  a  freeman  resident,  during  such  ap- 
*'  prenticeship  within  the  said  city,  and  is   so 


**   OXUEBS. 


>> 


RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

There  was  no  determiuation  in  Parliament  upon 
the  right  of  election  at  Carlisle,  previous  to  the 
late  important  decision  of  the  committee,  under 
the  amendment  of  the  Grenville  Act,  on  tba  Sd  day 
of  March  last.  In  the  only  material  contest  men* 
tioned  in  the  journals,  in  1712,  this  right  was 
agreed  to  be  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  and 
Freemen,  resident  or  ^on-resi|dent• 

Nyi^l^Ea  QF  vogr^i^3^-70p. 

RlSTURN^NG  oFFiCER-r-the  Mayor, 

PATROi^B-r-Dukie  of  Norfolk  and  Earl  of  Lops- 
dalis. 


COCKERMOUTH. 

Willis,  vol.  CocKERMOuTiT  is  a  borough  and  market-town, 
ii.  p.  213.  formerly  in  the  parish  of  Brigham,  butnowadistinct 
parish,  in  Allerdale  ward  above  Derwent,  Cum- 
berland, 25  miles  from  Carlisle,  and  303  from 
London  ;  containing  417  houses  and  3,865  in- 
habitants, being  1,355  males  and  1,610  females,  of 
whom  1,545  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
trade,  &c.  It  stands  on  the  river  Cocker,  near  its 
conflux  with  the  Derwent,  whence  it  is  named. 
The  town  in  general  is  irregularly  built;  but  there 
are  in  it  several  modern  and  well  built  streets  and 
houses.    The  upper  and  lower  parts  of  tha  town 
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are  divided  by  the  Cocker,  and  united  by  a  bridge 
of  one  arch.  The  principal  manufactures  here  are, 
tanned  leather,  hats,  shalloons,  coarse  woollens, 
and  linens.  The  principal  market  is  on  Mondays, 
well  supplied  with  provision  and  grain,  and  a  small 
oqe  on  Saturdays.  Fairs,  Monday  after  Martin- 
mas and  Whitsunday,  for  hiring  servants  ;  one  for 
horned  cattle,  first  Monday  in  May,  continuing 
that  day  fortnight  till  30th  October. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  returned  to  one  Parliament  in  the  Canw, 
time  of  Edward  I.,  but  from  that  time  ceased  till^'  ^^' 
the  I6th  of  Charles  I.,  when  it  was  again  restored. 

Feb.  15,  1640.  Resolved,' «  That  the  borough 
of  Cockermouth  be  restored  to  the  aucient  privi- 
lege of  sending  burgesses  to  Parliament,  and  that 
a  warrant  do  issue  for  electing  two  burgesses.*' 

Petitions.  March  25,  1685.  A  petition  of 
William  Wharton,  esq.,  touching  the  election  for 
this  borough. 

No  decision. 

April  I,  1690.  A  petition  of  the  bailiff  and 
burgesses  of  this  borough,  against  the  return  of  Sir 
Wilfred  Lawson,  he  being  high  bailiff. 

No  report  appears. 

Dec.  5,  1695.  A  petition  of  Sir  Wilfred  Law- 
son,  hart.,  against  the  return  of  Goodwin  Wharton, 
esq.,  by  means  of  bribery  and  other  undue  prac- 
tices. 

No  report  appears. 

March  14,  1701.  A  petition  of  James  Stan- 
hope, esq.,  against  the  return  of  Thomas  Lamp- 
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leighy  esq.,  shewing,  that  the  right  of  election  is  in 
such  only  as  hold  burgage  tenure,  and  if  such  bur- 
gage tenure  be  split  and  divided,  yet  there  is  only 
one  vote  for  such  estate. 
No  determination. 

Dec.  4,  1710.     A  petition  of  John  Orfeur,  esq., 
jl        against  the  return  of  lieut.-general  Stanhope,  by 
means  of  illegal  practices,  and  the  bailiff's  par- 
tiality. 

A  petition  to  the  same  effect  from  several  inha- 
bitants of  this  borough. 

April  3,  1711.    Resolved,  "That  Gen.  Stan- 
hope is  not  duly  elected/* 
*<  That  John  Orfeur,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elected/' 
"  That  the  late  election  for  this  borough  for  the 
said  persons,  is  a  void  election.'' 

July  4,  1717*  A  complaint  was  made  to  the 
House,  that  the  writ  issued  for  the  election  of  a 
burgess  is  not  yet  delivered  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
county. 

The  delivery  of  the  writ  was  proved,  but  no- 
thing farther  was  done. 

Nov.  29.  A  petition  of  Lord  Percy  Seymour, 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Wilfred  Lawson,  he  being 
a  minor. 

A  petition  of  Sir  Wilfred  Lawson,  against  the 
return  of  Lord  Percy  Seymour,  by  means  of  no- 
torious bribery,  &c. 
Jan.  IS,  1718.  Both  petitions  were  withdrawn. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

This  is  in  the  Burgage  Tenures. 
Number  op  voters — 230 
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Returning  officer — the  Bailiff  appointed 
at  the  court  leet  of  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  lord  of 
the  manor. 

Patron — Earl  of  Lonsdale. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  borough  has  been  for  many  Parliaments  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale,  and  his  an- 
cestors, and  we  are  somewhat  surprised  that  their 
nomination  of  its  members  has  been  so  implicitly 
submitted  to.  The  Earl  of  Egremont  is  lord  of 
the  manor,  and  as  such  hns  a  power  to  appoint  the 
returning  officer,  though  a  certain  person  stole  the 
court-seal  some  years  ago,  and  it  has  since  been 
used  without  his  lordship's  authority,  or  that 
of  his  steward,  and  no  legal  means  have  yet  been 
resorted  to  for  the  recovery  of  it. 

The  Earl  of  Egremont  has  also  an  estate  on  the 
x>pposite  side  of  the  river  Cocker,  which  here  formd 
a  junction  with  the  Derwent,  of  near  twqnty 
thousand  a  year. 

Out  of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty  burgage 
holds  which  give  the  right  of  voting  at  this  place, 
only  eighty-eight  are  the  property  of  the  Earl  of 
Lonsdale,  sixteen  of  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  twelve 
of  Sir  Frederic  Fletcher  Vane,  the  same  number 
belong  to  Mr.  Irton,  of  Irton,  and  the  remainder 
to  different  individuals,  who  would  all  be  against 
the  monopoly  of  the  borough  by  an  individual  if 
a  contest  were  to  arise. 
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ctrew,  p.  Dbr6yshir£  IS  a  couiity  of  England,  bounded 
on  the  east  by  Nottinghamshire,  on  the  south  hf 
Leicestershire,  on  the  west  by  Staffordshire,  and 
on  the  north  by  Yorkshire,  being  about  50  miles 
long  and  38  broad.  It  contains  about  790j640 
acres  of  land,  of  which  about  500,000  acres  are  in 
a  state  of  cultiv£ktion,  viz.  four-fifths  in  pasturage 
and  one-fifth  arable.  It  comprises  136  parishes^ 
and  is  divided  into  six  hundreds,  viz.  Appletree, 
High  Peake,  Morleston  and  Litchurch,  Repton 
and  Gressley,  Scarsdale,  and  Wirksworth;  con- 
tains one  borough,  viz.  Derby,  the  county  town  ; 
and  10  market-towns,  Alfrcton,  Ashborn,  Bake- 
well,  Bolsover,  Chapel-in-le-Frith,  Chesterfield, 
Dronfield,  Tideswell,  W ins ter,  and  Wirksworth  ; 
^nd  31,822  houses,  inhabited  by  161,149  persons, 
being  79,401  males  and  81,742  females,  of  whom 
39)516  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade 
and  manufacture,  and  31,743  chiefly  in  agriculture. 
The  soil  of  the  southern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
countv  is  rich  and  well  cultivated  ;  that  of  the 
western  side,  on  the  banks  of  the  Dove,  is  chiefly 
laid  out  in  pasture,  which  produces  great  quan- 
tities  of  cheese:  vast  quantities  of  camomile 
flowers  are  also  produced  here  for  the  London 
druggists.  Herds  of  horned  cattle,  and  a  small 
kind  of  sheep,  are  bred  on  the  hills  and  moors  of 
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the  Peake.  The  mineral  productions  of  this  hilly- 
tract  ard  various  and  valuable :  mudh  lead  has  been 
produced,  but  the  mines  are  now  nearly  exhausted. 
In  the  Lower  Peake  great  quantities  of  lime  are  . 
burnt,  and  on  the  north-eastern  side  iron  ore  ii 
dug.  Calamine  is  also  found  here.  CoiU  are 
plentiful ;  ahd  the  marble  found  in  the  hills  creates 
a  considerable  branch  of  manufacture  at  Ashford. 
The  varibu§  brhiimetltai  articles  .produced  from  the 
Derbyshire  spar  are  well  known.  With  these 
commodities  as  well  as  in  malt  and  ale,  the  inha- 
bitants carry  on  a  considerable  trade.  In  the 
eastern  division  the  air  is  healthy ;  in  the  western 
it  is  sharp,  and  the  weather  changeable.  Derby- 
shiriB  is  in  the  fitovince  of  Canterbury,  and  diocese 
of  Litchfield  and  Coventry.  Amount  of  the  as- 
sessmetit  on  the  property  tax,  1806  ,^1,309,061. 
Atnoutit  Of  the  expense  of  the  poor  ih  1803, 
^5^,3101.  being  at  the  rate  of  4s.  1  Jd.  in  the  pound ; 
6nd  the  average  scale  of  toortality  fbr  10  years 
having  been  as  1  to  51  of  the  population. 

RfiPRfeSENTATIVfi    HISTORY, 

This  county  has  been  represented  in  Parliament  carcw,  p. 
from  the  time  of  King  Edward  the  Firtt.  ^^^• 

PETitiotis,  &c.  Dec,  2,  1601-  Pteter  Tretch- 
vijle,  esq.,  returned,  as  knight  of  the  shire,  and 
thlit  being  chosen  sheriff  of  the  County,  was  li- 
censed by  Mr.  Speaker  to  depart  home. 

Nota,  ''  That  it  appears,  that  Peter  Tretchville, 
"  esq.y  being  a  member,  and  elected  sheriff  6f 
*'  the  county,  did  continue  his  place  in  the 
''same,  by  which  it  appeal's  that  the  said 
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^'  places  are  not  incompatible,  but  may  standi 
*'  and  be  together,  simul  et  semel^  in  one  and 
**  the  same  person." 
Dec.  10,  1670.     A  petition  of  George  Vernon, 
esq.,  against  Mr.  Sacbeverell. 
'Petition  withdrawn. 

Jan.  3,  1701.     A  petition  of  William,  Marquis 
of  Hartington,  against  the  return^f  Thomas  Coke, 
dnd  John   Curzon,  esqrs.,   by   means   of  force, 
threats,  bribes,  and  other  indirect  practices. 
.  Petition  withdrawn,  Feb.  7,  1701. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

Though  this  county  possesses  as  many  gentle- 
men, who  have  pretensions  to  aspire  to  its  re- 
presentation as  any  in  England,  there  has  been 
no  contest  in  its  elections  since  the  year  176S, 
when  the  late  Sir  Harry  Harpur ;  whose  son  has 
taken  the  name  of  Crewe,  was  successfully  op- 
posed by  the  late  Godfrey  Bagnall  Clarke,  esq.,  of 
Sutton,  whose  estate  is  now  possessed  by  the  Earl 
of  Ormonde. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  who  has  the  largest 
estate  in  the  county,  and  is  lord  lieutenant,  in- 
fluences the  return  of  one  member.  After  his 
grace,  the  Earl  of  Ormonde,  Lord  Scarsdale,  Sir 
Henry  Crewe,  Mr.  Coke  of  Longford,  Mr.  Munday 
of  Shipton,  and  Mr.  Munday  of  Martin,  have  bad 
the  other  member  from  one  of  their  families.  There 
are,  however,  many  who  have  equal  claims  ;  but 
this  county,  like  many  others,  seems  contented 
that  its  members  should  always  vote  on  opposite 
sides,  and  leave  them  without  any  weight  in  the 
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national  senate,  and  for  that  purpose  always  send 
a  whig  and  a  tory. 
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DstiBT,  th6  county  town  of  Derbyshii'e,  \*t 
niiles  from  Loughborough,  12  from  Adhborn,  arid 
]96|  from  London;  cdntaining  S,144  houses  add 
10,839  inhabitants,  beidg  4,989  mdes  and  5,850 
females,  of  whom  4,904  were  returned  as  being  ein-'' 
ployed  in  trade  and  manufactures.  It  stands  on  a 
level  fertile  district,  on  the  river  Derwent,  over 
which  it  has  a  good  stone  bridge,  and  is  navigable 
from  hence  to  the  Trent.  It  conrjTrises  five  pa^ 
rishes,  each  of  which  has  a  church.  In  this 
town  ate  some  exterisiv^  silk*mil)s,  upon  a  very 
ingenious  plan,  and  the  first  of  which  was  erected 
from  a  model  brought  from  Italy.  Derby  has  also 
a  very  extensive  manufactory  of  porcelain,  which, 
for  fineness  of  texture  and  brilliancy  of  colours, 
equals  that  of  China.  A  tidmber  of  persons  are 
likewise  employed  in  turning  vases,  urns,  and  va<» 
rious  chimney  ornaments,  &c.  of  marble,  spar,  and 
petrifactions,  which  abound  in  this  vicinity.  A 
court  of  record  is  held  here  every  second  Tuesday, 
besides  the  cjuaifter-sessions,  and  a  half-^yearly  court 
leet.  The  market  is  on  Friday ;  the  fairs  on  the 
25th  February,  Easter  week.  May-day,  Whit- 
Monday,  July  25,  Midsummer  and  St.  James's 
days,  and  Michaelmas-day. 
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RKPRRSENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

wiUis,  This  is  the  capital,  or  chief  town  of  the  county. 

l^y^u.  It  was  a  borough  by  prescription,  and  governed 
by  its  bailiffs,  according  to  a  charter  of  King  James 
the  First ;  but  in  the  I4th  of  Charles  the  First,  it 
was  incorporated  by  the  name  and  style  of  mayor, 
and  burgesses.  It  returned  bui^esses  to  Parlia- 
ment 36th  Edward  I.,  and  has  continued  so  to  da 
till  the  present  time.  In  the  9d  of  Edward  III., 
they  were  elected  and  returned  by  the  burgesses. 
Gaiew,  Petitions,  &c.    Jan.  3,  1701.    A  petition  of 

Thomas  Stanhope,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Lord 
James  Cavendish,  by  means  of  illegal  practices  on 
the  part  of  the  mayor  of  this  borough* 

No  determination. 

Dec.  5,  1710.  A  petition  of  Lord  James  Ca** 
vendish,  against  the  return  of  John  Harpur,  esq., 
high  sheriff  of  this  county,  and  Sir  Richard 
Leving. 

Feb.  19,  1711.     Petition  withdrawn. 

March  8,  1715.  A  petition  of  Nathaniel  Cur- 
zon,  and  Edward  Munday,  esq.,  against  the  return 
pf  Lord  James  Cavendish,  and  William  Stanhope, 
esq. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari.  9.  German  Pole,  esq.,  petitioned  against 
Lord  Duncannon.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari.  14.  Daniel  Parker  Coke^  esq.,  and  se- 
veral of  the  electors  petitioned  against  Mr.  Gis- 
home's  election,  and  the  committee  declared  that 
Mr.  Coke^was  duly  elected. 
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« 

CORPORATION* 

Derbyi  which  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity,  waa 
a  royal  borough  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Con« 
feasor,  at  which  time  there  were  143  burgesses} 
but  when  the  Noraian  survey  was  made,  they  were 
reduced  to  100.  It  was  afterwards  incorporated 
by  a  charter  from  Kipg  Charles  L  This  borough 
sanreodered  aH  prior  charters  and  grants,  and  all 
its  liberties  and  privileges  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown.  Upon  this,  a  new  charter  was  grantedi  on 
the  6th  of  September,  34  Charles  IL  By  this 
cinirter  the  corporate  name  is,  '^  The  mayM  and 
*^  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Derby,  in  the 
*'  county  of  Derby/^  The  corporation  consists  of 
a  mayor,  a  high-steward,  nine  aldermen,  a  recorder, 
a  town-clerk,  fourteen  brethren,  fourteen  common- 
council, and  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen.  The 
mayor  is  chosen  every  Michaelmas-day,  from 
among  the  aldermen,  by  a  majority  of  the  alder« 
men  and  brethren.  The  aldermen  hold  their  office 
for  life,  unless  removed  for  ill-behaviour  or  Hon- 
residence,  if  by  death,  or  any  other  removal,  a 
vacancy  happen,  one  of  the  brethren  is  chosen  to 
fill  it  by  the  majority  of  the  mayor  and  remaining 
aldermen.  The  brothers  and  capital  burgesses  are, 
in  like  manner  chosen  for  life,  but  liable  to  re- 
moval, like  the  aldermen.  A  vacancy  among  the 
brothers  is  supplied  from  among  the  capital  bur- 
gessesi  by  the  election  of  the  majority  of  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  brothers,  and  remaining  capital 
buigesses.  The  recorder  is  chosen  by  the  majority 
of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  common-clerk,  brethren^ 
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capiial  burgesses,  and  must  be  vir  probtis^  discre^' 
tus^  et  in  legibus  AnglitB  eruditus.     His  office 
continues  durrng  the  pleasure  of  the  mayor,  alder- 
men, brothers,   and  capital  burgesses;  and   the 
voice  of  the  mayor  is  necessary  for  his  removal^  as 
it  is  for  the  removal  or  disfranchisement  of  all 
other  officers  or  members  of  the  corporation.   The 
common-clerk,  who  is  also,  ex  officio,  coroner,  and 
clerk  of  the  peace,  is  chosen  by  the  major  part  of 
the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  brothers,  and  ca- 
pital burgesses,  the  mayor  or  recorder  being*  one, 
and  continues  in  office  during  the  pleamire  of  the 
majority  of  his  electors.    The  aldermen,  brethreo^ 
and  capital  burgesses,  must  be  constantly  resident 
rn  the  borough.    The  mayor,  aldermen,  brethren, 
capital  burgesses,  recorder,  and  common-clerk,  all 
take  an  oath  of  office :  the  mayor  (either  on  the 
day  of  election,  or,  if  absent,  within  one  month 
after  the  electron),  takes  an  oath,  before  his  pre^ 
decessor ;  or,  in  his  absence,  before  the  recorder, 
or  one  of  them  :  the  aldermen,  brethren,  and  ca* 
pital  burgesses,  and  the  recorder,  all  take  their 
oaths  before  the  mayor  for  the  time  being ;  and 
the  common-clerk  takes  his  oath  before  the  mayor 
and  recorder,  or  either  of  them,  and  as  many  of  the 
aldermen,  brethren,  and  capital  burgesses  as  choose 
to  be  present.     The  recorder  and  commonrclerk 
cannot  enter  on  their  offices,  until  approved  by  the 
king.     The  mayor  and  recorder  have  power  to  ap- 
point deputies  ;  the  mayor's  deputy  to  be  named 
from  among  the  aldermen  ;  and  the  recorder's  de- 
puty to  be  skilful  in  the  laws  of  England  :  these 
deputies  must  likewise  take  an  oath  l^ore  the 
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mayor.  The  aldermen,  brethren,  and  capital  ^ur* 
gesseSr  form  the  common  council ;  and  the  majo* 
rity  of  them,  together  with  the  mayor,  have  power 
to  make  bye-laws,  impose  fines,  &c.  The  mayor, 
the  biihop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry^  his  chan^ 
cellar^  the  recorder,  and  town-clerk,  the  mayor  of 
the  year  preceding,  and  the  four  senior  aldermen, 
are  the  iocal  justices  of  the  peace^  but  rc^moveable 
nC  the  king's  pleasure. 

BIGHT  OF  £L£CTIOK. 

The  members  are  chosen  by  the  Corporation, 
Freemen,  and  sworn  Burgesses,  by  charter  14 
of  Charles  L 

NUMBKE  OP  VOTERS — 655. 

Returning  officer — is  the  Mayor. 
Patrons — Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  Edward 
Coke,  esq.,  of  Longford,  near  this  town. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

The  mayor,  aldermen,  brothers,  and  capital  bur- 
gesses, who  form  the  common-council,  are  all  in 
the  interest  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  Ed- 
ward Coke,  esq.,  who,  from  their  consequence  and 
fortune,  possess  also  great  influence  in  the  borough. 
They  attach  this  interest  to  their  patrons  by  the 
exercise  of  that  power  which  they  assume  of  mak- 
ing honorary  freemen,  or,  as  they  are  most  usually 
termed,  in  this,  and -every^  other  yltuce,  faggots. 
These  are  made  from  among  such  .persons  as  have 
neither  the  claim  of  birth,  servitude,  or  residence. 
By  virtue  of  this  power  the  corporation  can,  at  any 
time,  create  a  number  of  freemen  from  among  the 
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Duke  of  Devonshire's  teDants,  and  those  of  Mr. 
Coke,  in  various  parts  of  the  county,  who  will 
consequently  oot-number  the  legal  freemen  of  the 
borough  ;  and  these  honorary  freemen,  who  want 
no  qualification  but  the  JUu  of  the  corporation^ 
and  the  having  been  one  whole  year  invested  with 
their  nomi  nal  Tranchise,  agreeably  lo  the  letter  of  the 
Durham  act,  are  qualified  to  come  into  the  town 
on  the  day  of  election,  and  Xx>  ease  the.inliabitant 
freemen  of  all  the  inconveniences  of  a  contest,  by 
choosing  their  members  for  them.  Derby,  there- 
fore, though  a  very  large  and  opulent  lown^  caniiot 
maintain  its  independence,  as  it  would^  if  the  right 
of  voting  were  in  the  inhabitant  houseboldei!s»  in 
whom  it  ought  to  be,  or  if  it  were  relieved  from  the 
tyranny  of  a  corporation,  under  which  no  town 
can  be  free,  unless  it  is  constituted  as  that  of  Lon- 
don, In  the  case  of  Carlisle,  the  making  of  this 
description  of  freemen,  was  deemed  illegal;  but  in 
the  case  of  Bedford  and  Derby,  the  reverse  has 
been  determined.  If,  therefore,  Mr.  Grenville  had 
introduced  a  clause  into  his  excellent  bill,  to  as* 
certain  the  qualifications  of  voters,  and  to  abolish 
honorary  freedoms,  and  such  surreptitious  qualifi* 
cations,  he  would  have  done  more  to  have  pre- 
vented expensive  litigation,  than  the  committees 
will  ever  be  able  to  accomplish  ;  for  they  are  only 
competent  to  decide  upon  the  evil  when  commit- 
ted,  without  possessing  the  least  power  of  prevent- 
ing it  in  future. 
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DBvovsaiRE,  a  ceiiDty  of  Eogland,  bounded  carew, 
on  the  north  by  the  Irish  Sea,  on  the  east  by  So-  ^^^^' 
merset  and  Dorsetahire,  on  the  south  by  the  Eng- 
lish Channel,  and  on  the  west  by  Cornwall,  being 
about  73  miles  lopg  and  63  broad ;  and .  con* 
taining  1|$00,000  acres  of  land,  of  which  quantitf 
above  1,900,000  acres  are  in  a  state  of  cultivation, 
having  one-third  in  arable  and  two-thirds  in  pas^ 
lurage.  ilt  is  divided  into  39  hundreds,  viz.  Ax* 
minster,  Bampton,  Black  Torrington,  Braunton, 
JSudleight  C^tiston,  Coleridge,  CoUyton,  Creditoui 
Ermington,  Exminster,  Fremington,  Halburton, 
Hartland,  Hayridge,  Haytor,  Hemiock,  Lyfton, 
South  Moulton,  St.  Mary  Ottery^  Piympton,  Ro^ 
borough,  Shebbear,  Sherwill,  Stanborougb,  Tavis* 
tock,.  Tawtpn  and  Winckley,  Teignbridge,  Tiver* 
too^  Witheridge,  and  Wonford ;  and  398  parishes, 
in  which  are  included  one  city^  Exeter ;  10  bo* 
roughs,  via.  Ashburton,  Barnstaple,  Beeralstoo, 
Dartmouth,  Honitan,  Plymouth,  Piympton,  Qke* 
hampton,  Tavistock,  and  Totness ;  and  25  market- 
towns,  viz.  Axminster,  Bampton,  Biddeford,  Bowe, 
Brent,  Clumleigh,  Chudleigh,  Collumpton,  Comb 
Martin,  Crediton,  CoUyton,  Dodbropk,  Hartland, 
Hatherleigh,  Holdsworthy,  Ilfracombe,  Knights* 
brieve,  Modbury,  Moreton,  South  Moulton,  New- 
ton Bushel,   Ottery,  Sidmouth,    Topsham,  and 
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Black  Torrington  ;  containing  57^96^  bouses  and 
343,004  inhabitants*  being  1579343  males,  and 
185,761  females,  of  whom  60,844  were  returned 
as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manufacture,  and 
96,308  in  agriculture.  The  principal  rivers  are  the 
Tamar  and  Exe.  There  are  also  several  smaller 
rivers,  such  as  the  Taw,  the  Lad,  the  Oke,  the 
Teem,  Torridge,  and  Dart,  all  of  which  abound 
with  excellent  salmon.  The  soil  and  face  of  this 
extensive  county  are  various :  on  the  southern 
coast  it  is  fertile  and  pleasant,  and  much  resorted 
to  by  invalids.  The  district  called  the  South 
Hams,  stretching  from  the  river  Teign  to  Ply- 
mouth, is  unrivalled  for  the  richness  of  its  soil  and 
produce.  On  the  borders  of  Cornwall  lies  the 
barren  tract  of  Dartmoor.  Many  sheep  are  bred 
in  this  county,  but  they  are  small,  and  subject  to 
the  rot.  The  best  produce  is  black  cattle,  which 
are  sent  to  better  pastures  for  fatting  before  they 
come  to  the  London  market.  The  north-eastern 
part,  adjoining  Exmoor,  contains  mines  of  copper 
and  lead.  Veins  of  loadstone  are  likewise  found 
here,  as  well  as  quarries  of  excellent  stone.  The 
climate  is  in  general  nnich  inclined  to  damp,  from 
its  situation  between  two  seas.  Cyder  is  the 
chief  beverage  of  the  lower  classes.  Much  butter 
is  made  in  the  grass  lands,  and  that  without  the 
use  of  the  churn.  The  principal  manufactures  of 
the  county  are  serges,  kerseys,  shalloons,  broad 
cloth,  and  blond  lace,  in  which,  and  in  corn,  cat- 
tle, and  fish,  the  inhabitants  carry  on  a  consider- 
able trade.  The  amount  of  the  property  tax,  in 
1S06,  was  £2,767,753.     The  sum  raised  for  th^ 
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maintenance  of  the  poor,  in  1803,  ^179)358,  be* 
ing  at  the  rate  of  4s.  Sid.  in  the  pound  ;  and  the 
average  scale  of  mortality  for  10  years  appears  to 
have  been  as  1  to  41  of  the  population. 

REPBKSENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  is  a  very  large  county,  in  the  western  parts  4  Rego707 
of  the  kingdom,  and  has  returned  knights  to  Par*  rcK  Hr., 
Jiament  from  the  first  summons  in  Edward  the^^^'^^' 
First's  time.     The  first  memorandum  we  meet 
with  relating  to  them  is  in  the   l6th  of  Richard 
the  Second.     Sir  Philip  Courtney,  one  of  the 
knights  returned,  was  accused  in   Parliament  of 
many  heinous  offences,  and  was  discharged  from 
being  a  member  by  the  King  and  Lords,  but  was 
afterwards  restored  upon  the  petition  of  the  Com* 
mons.     In  the  4th  of  Henry  IV.  he  was  again 
accused   of  several  misdemeanors,  and  by  the 
King  and  Liords  committed  to  the  Tower,  and 
there  remained  till  enlarged,  upon  sureties,  at  the 
request  of  the  Commons. 

Jan.  18,  1670.  Information  being  given  to  the 
House,  that  an  endeavour  to  forestall  a  free  elec- 
tion had  been  made,  by  issuing  out  papers,  in  the 
nature  of  warrants,  to  pre-engage  the  county  be- 
fore any  writ  was  issued. 

Resolved :  ^^  That  such  conduct  is  unparlia- 
mentary, and  a  violation  of  the  right  of  elections. 

'^June  2,   1685.     A   petition  of  Samuel   Rolle, 
esq.,  touching  the  election  of  this  county. 

ISIo  determination. 
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POLITICAt  CHARACTEB. 

The  political  situation  of  this  county  is  directly 
opposite  to  that  of  the  rotten  boroughs.  Like 
Yorkshire  and  Lincolnshire,  the  extensiveness  of 
its  territory,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  its 
weight  of  property  give  it  the  importance  of  a 
state  equal  to  some  of  the  American  governments, 
rather  than  a  poise  in  the  representation  with  Old 
Sarum  or  Gatton.  According  to  (he  latio  f>{  its 
taxes,  its  proportion  of  representatives  in  the  le- 
gislature of  the  kingdom  would  be  twenty-one  out 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight.  Yet  we  sec  the 
united  boroughs  of  Weymouth  and  Melcombe 
with  few  electors,  and  which  is  only  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  estate  of  an  individual,  send  twice  as 
many  members  as  this  extensive  county. 

The  freedom  of  election  is  likewise  as  much 
destroyed  by  its  extended  Umits,  population,  and 
opulence,  as  it  is  in  a  rotten  borough  by  the  total 
want  of  thi'^o  qualities.  The  expenses  attending 
a  contested  election  for  so  lai^e  a  district,  effec- 
tually prevents  an  opposition.  The  two  most 
opulent  gentlemen  in  the  county  have  therefore 
only  to  perform  the  ceremonies  of  an  election,  and 
they  are  invested  with  the  legislative  character  as 
securely  as  if  the  right  of  election  were  in  their 
own  persons.  The  grievance  therefore  is  not  les- 
sened by  going  into  opposite  extremes.  A  per- 
fect equality  in  district  and  population  can  alone 
form  that  system  of  beauty  and  perfectioDi  which 
an  equal  representation  would  give  to  our  admired 
constitution. 
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Id  a  pension*list,  published  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  IL,  is  this  whimsical  character  of  one  of 
the  members  for  this  county: 

Sir  Copelston  Bampfylde,  bart.,  much  addicted 
Co  tippling,  presented  to  the  king  by  his  pretended 
wife,  Betty  Roberts,  in  Pall- Mall. 

The  noblemen  who  possess  the  greatest  estates 
and  influence  in  this  county  are,  the  Duke  of  Bed^> 
ford.  Earl  Fortescue,  Lord  Viscount  Courtenay, 
Lord  Boringdon,  and  Lord  Role.  The  commoners 
are.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Ackland^  Sir  Charles  Bam- 
fylde.  Sir  Lawrence  Palke,  the  Hon.  Newton  FeN 
lowes,  and  Mr.  Bastard. 


* 
^ 
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ExsTBR  is  a  city  in  the  hundred  of  Wornford,  cvfw,  p. 
Devon,  168  miles  from  London  by  Shaftesbdry,*  ^^^' 
and  173  from  London  by  Dorchester;  containiii^ 
5,908  houses  and  S0,305  inhabitants,  being  8,568 
males  and  11,799  females,  of  whom  14,900  were 
returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manufac- 
ture.    Exeter  consists  of  four  principal  streets, 
all  well  paved.     A  considerable  trade  is  carried  on 
here  in  the  manufacture  of  serges,  perpetuanas, 
and  various  woollen  goods ;   and  here  is  held  a 
weekly  serge   market,   the  greatest  in  England, 
next  to  that  of  Leeds ;    it  is  said  that  a  week's 
sale  here  has  produced  «£  100,000.     The  market  is 
held  on  Wednesdays  ahd  Fridays ;  and  the  fairs 
are  on  Ash- Wednesday,  Whit-Monday,  August  I, 
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and  December  6.     This  city  is  reckoned  very 

healthy,  notwithatanding  its  numerous  population 

and  the  closeness  of  its  buildings  ;  and  the  aver* 

A  age  of  bvrialsi  as  festered  for  the  last  10  years, 

appears  to  be  as  one  to  37  of  the  population. 

0 

REPESSENTATITB  HISTORY. 

:  ii.p.96a.'      This  city  is  situated  in  the  county  of  Devon, 

^^79^^*  and  is  the  capital  of  the  see  or  diocese  of  that 
name.  It  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  accounted  for 
in  Doomsday-Book,  as  the  king's  Dimeasne,  and 
has  been  held  by  grant  from  Henry  I.  by  Maud, 
the  king's  consort;  and,  in  King  John's  time, 
Isabel,  his  consort,  held  it  in  dower.  It  was  re- 
presented in  Parliament  from  the  first  Parliament 
called  by  Edward  the  First,  and  in  the  S7th  of 
Edward  the  Third,  we  find  the  writ  was  directed 
to  the  mayor  and  bailiffs.  But  we  find,  Jn  the 
S7th  of  Henry  VI.,  that  the  sheriff  of  Devonshire 
returned  the  citizens  for  this  borough,  as  appears 
by  the  indenture. 

By  this  it  appears,  that  the  representatives  were 
only  called  burgesses,  but  in  more  modern  times 
they  are  styled  citizens,  owing  to  the  charter  of 
King  Henry  VIIL,  whereby,  and  by  act  of  par- 
liament, it  became  a  county,  and  the  writs  are 
directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  same,  who  makes  the 
returns. 

Petitions.  March  26,  1628.  A  report  of 
the  double  return  of  Mr.  Lynn,  and  Mr.  Martyn, 
Mr.  Jordan  and  another.  The  mayor  and  ms^is- 
trates  pretended  to  a  right  of  nominating  four, 
out  of  which  the  citizens  were  to  choose  two. 


EXBTER. 

Mr.  Jordan,  who  'opposed  that  election,  was  dd^ 
dared  duly  elected. 

April  16,  1640.     This  city  a  town  and  county. 

The  writ  to  be  delivered  to  the  sheriff. 

June  4,  1660.  Mr.  Turner  reported  to  the 
House,  on  the  double  return  for  this  city :  '^  That 
the  right  of  election  belonged  to  the  Freemen  ;  and 
that  Sergeant  John  Maynard,  and  Thomas  Bam- 
fild,  esq.,  are  duly  elected." — To  which  the  House 
agreed. 

March  S4,  1680«  A.  petition  of  the  citizens 
and  freemen,  touching  the  election  for  this  city«    . 

No  decision. 

June  90,  1689.  A  petition  of  Hugh  Speke, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  one  Christopher  Beale, 
the  pretended  mayor,  who  was  returned  by  £dward 
Seaward,  the  pretended  sheriff,  by  means  of  bri- 
bery, and  bringing  several  out  of  prisons  and  alms- 
houseSf  to  give  their  votes  for  the  said  Christopher 
fieale,  by  striking  several  who  appeared  to  vote 
for  the  petitioner^. which  caused  a  riot,  intimidated 
man^  of  others  of  petitioner's  friends  from  voting 
for  him,  for  fear  of  murder. 

Upon  examination,  the  committee  resolved: 
*'  That  Christopher  Beale  was  duly  elected  a 
citi2en." — ^To  which  the  House  agreed. 

Dec.  9, 1695.  A  petition  of  Sir  Edward  Sey- 
mour,, bart.,  and  John  Snell,  esq.,  against  the  re- 
turn of  Mr.  Tyley  and  Mr.  Seyward,  by  means  of 
menaces,  bribes,  and  combination  of  the  sheriff  of 
this  city. 

No  report  appears. 

Pari.  14.     John  Burwich,  Cholwick,  tesq.  pe-' 
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i  titioned  against  Mr.  Baring's  election.     Petition 

withdrawn. 

,  Pari.  17.  Sir  Charles  Warwick  Bamfylde, 
bart.,  and  others,  petitioned  against  Mr.  Baring's 
election. — March,  179  K  The  chairman  reported, 
that  Mr.  Baring  was  duly  elected. 

CORPORATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  twenty-four 
aldermen,  fourteen  common-councilmen,  a  sheriff^ 
a  chamberlain,  four  bailiffs  and  a  town^clerk^  and 
has  a  sword-bearer,  four  sergeants  at  mace,  and 
four  stafi*-bearers.  The  incorporate  body  is  di- 
vided into  companies,  and  each  company  is  go- 
verned by  ofl9cer8,  annually  chosen  from  amongst 
themselves.  Civil  causes  are  tried  by  the  maym^, 
who  has  cognizance  of  all  pleas ;  hears  all  causes 
between  party  and  party ;  and  determines  them» 
with  the  advice  of  the  recorder,  aldermen,  and 
council  of  the  city ;  but  criminal  causes,  and 
breaches  of  the  peace,  are  determined  by  eight  al- 
dermen, who  are  justices  of  the  peace. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Is  understood  to  be  in  the  Freeholders  and 
Freemen  of  the  city.  There  never  having  been 
any  determination  of  the  House  on  that  question. 

Number  OF  VOTERS — 1200. 

Returning  officer — the  Sheriff*. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER.^ 

This  is  one  of  the  few  places  in  Great  Britain 
which,   in   parliamentary  language,  is  called  an 
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open  ci|y,  from  its  not  being  under  the  influencei 
of  a  nobleman,  or  any  other  individual.  Wcire 
this  the  case  in  every  city  and  borough,  however 
imperfect  the  organization  of  their  respective  eon« 
stitutions,  our  greatest  complaint,  that  of  base  in- 
equality, and  individual  influence,  would  be  re- 
moved.  Twelve  hundred  ireemen  are  a  number 
that  commands  a  powerful  claim  to  representation; 
bat,  where  the  right  is  vested  in  twenty-fouri( 
thirtjr-six,  or  fifty-four  corporators,  as  in  most 
boroughsji  and  even  in  the  populous  cities  of  Bath, 
Winchester,  and  Salisbury,  it  becomes  a  grievance 
of  such  a  ipagnitude  as  to  be  countenanced  and 
supported  only  by  the  possessors  of  that  despotic 
influence  which  entails  slavery  on  a  people. 

The  only  vice  in  the  elective  right  of  this  city 
18  that  of  half  of  the  voters  being  non-resident, 
which  causes  a  ruinous  expense  to  the  candidates, 
and  leares  no  freedom  of  choice  to  the  electors^ 


«87 


PLYMOUTH, 

m 

Plymouth  is  a  sea- port,  borough,  and  market  wmis, 
town,  in  the  hundred  of  Roborough,  Devon,^ '"p-^** 
situated  at  the  mouths  of  the  Tamar  and  Plym,' 
which  here  fall  into  a  bay  of  the  Channel,  called 
Plymouth  Sound,  43  miles  from  Exeter,  and  390^ 
from  London,  by  Ashburton  and  Ivy*bridge,  and 
938  by  Totness.  It  contains  4,447  houses,  and 
43,194  inhabitants;  viz.  18,016  males  and  35,178 
females,  of  whom  7,308  were  employed  in  various 
tradesj  manufactures,  and  handicrafts.   The  mouth 
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I  '  of  the  Tamar  is  called  Hamoaze,  and  that  of  th<! 

Plym,  Catwater.  The  markets  are  on  Monday, 
Thursday,  and  Saturday ;  the  toll  of  which,  being 
very  considerable,  belongs  to  the  corporation. 
Fairs  38th  January,  and  31st  September. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTOrV. 

This  borough,  anciently  known  by  the  nam6  Of 
Sutton,  having  sent  burgesses  to  Parliament  in 
the  36th  and  33d  of  Edward  I.,  in  the  4th  and 
7th  of  Edward  IL,  and  to  a  council  in  the  14th 
of  Edward  III. :  at  the  last  of  these  periods  inter- 
mitted returning  till  the  SOth  of  Henry  IV.»  who 
incorporated  it  anno  regni  18. 

Petitions,  &c.  April  37th,  1660.  Mr.  Turner 
I'eported  touching  the  double  return  fbr  this  bo- 
rough, Mr.  Sergeant  Maynard  and  Mr.  Edmund 
Vowell,  returned  by  the  mayor,  and  of  William 
Morris  and  Samuel  Trelawny,  esqrs.,  by  the  free- 
men. 

June  9.  Resolved:  "  That  Mr.  Secretary  Mor- 
ris and  Samuel  Trelawney,  esq.,  are  duly  elected, 
and  that  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  mayor  and 
commonalty."-^To  which  the  House  agreed. 

Oct.  28,  1689.  A  petition  of  Martin  Ryder, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Granville,  esq. 

Resolved  t  «'  That  John  Granville,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected :"  which,  upon  being  read  twice,  the 
House  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  Jan.  17,  1740.      "  That,  in  the  last 
determination  of  this  House,  it  appears,  that  the- 
commonalty,  therein  mentioned,  extended  to  free- 
men only."  Upon  which  the  sitting  member,  John 
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llogers,  esq.,  declared  he  would  give  the  House  no 
further  trouble,  and  then  he  withdrew,  and  Charles 
Vanbruffh,  esq.  was  voted  duly  elected. 

Pari.  14.  John  Culme,  esq.  petitioned  against 
the  election  of  Sir  Frederick  Leman  Rogers,  bart., 
in  July,  1780 :  but  the  Parliament  wns  dissolved 
before  the  merits  of  the  cause  could  be  tried. 

Pari.  \5.  John  Culme,  esq.,  petitioned;  but 
the  committee  found  the  sitting  members  duly 
elected.     April  5,  1781. 

Pari.  17.  Captain  John  M^Bride,  petitioned 
against  Sir  Frederick  Leman  RogersV  election.*-* 
Renewed  the  9d  session.  On ,  1792,  a  com- 
mittee was  ballotted  for;  but  the  petition  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  sitting  member  declared  duly 
elected. 

Feb.  9«  1807.  Sir  William  Elford,  bart.,  and 
others,  petitioned  against  the  return  of  Sir  Charles 
M.  Pole^  bart.  The  committee  appointed  to  try 
this  election,  founded  their  decision  on  the  last 
resolution  of  the  House,  respecting  the  right  of 
election  for  the  borough  of  Plymouth,  which  is 
vested  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  freemen  of  this 
borough,  and  not  in  the  freeholders :  and  found 
that  the  sitting  members  were  duly  elected. 

CORPORATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  alder- 
men, and  twenty-four  common-council. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION* 

In  the  Corporation  and  Freemen. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

>ART  II.  VOL.  I.  u 
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Number  of  voTEiis<-*about  S00« 
PATRON*-*Hii  Eoyal  Highne^  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  town,  together  with  Ston^housc  aqd  Ply- 
mouth Dock  adjoiningf  contain  a  populatioa  of 
more  than  sixty  thousand ;  and  yet  the  number 
of  voters  do  not  exceed  two  hundred  i  The  right 
of  voting  in  this  borough  was,  on  thcQtb  of  June, 
l660j  resolved  to  be  in  the  mayor  and  commonalty ; 
but,  on  the  17th  January,  17399  it  was  determined, 
that  the  word  commonalty^  therein  mentioned, 
extended  only  to  the  freemen  of  the  taid  borough. 

This  pliice  has,  for  above  a  century,  been  con- 
sidered  as  an  Admiralty  borough,  and  has  generally 
be<:fn  represented  by  lords  of  the  admiralty,  or  ad- 
mirals of  the  navy ;  but  since  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wal^  did  the  corporation  the  honor 
to  become  their  recorder,  they  consider  themselves 
under  his  royal  patronage,  and  two  gentlemen  of 
his  household  have  represented  them. 

The  picture  of  the  royal  recorder  decorates  the 
town-hall,  and  is  placed  over  the  mayor's  seat. 


OAKHAMPTON. 

Oakhampton  is  a  borough,  market  town,  and 
parish  in  the  hundred  of  Lifton,  Devon,  situated 
near  the  source  of  the  small  river  Oak  or  Oke,  in 
a  valley,  about  one  mile  from  the  borders  of  Dart- 
moor, 21  miles  from  Exeter,  and  195  from  London ; 
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containing  964  houses  and  1)430  inhabitants;  of 
whom  303  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
various  trade)^.  It  bais  a  small  manu^ctoi-y  of 
serges.  The  market  is  on  Saturday.  Fairs,  93d 
March,  17th  May,  6th  July,  afid  5th  August. 

JRKPRK^SKTdkXlVE  HISTORY. 

This  boroogh  returned  members  to  Parliament  ^niu,  vol 
in  the^Sth  of  Edward  I.  and  the  7th  of  Edward"  ''•'^^' 
H.,  after  which  it  eedised  to  do  eo  till  the  last  Par- 
liament of  Charles  L;    when  its  privileges  were 
restored. 

PtTiTiOKS,  &c.  Dec.  19>  1640.    A  petition  of 
the  miayor  find  bargesses  of  this  borough. 

No  report.  In  this  Parliament,  however,  we 
find  two  members  were  returned. 

April  97,  1660.  A  report  being  made  of  the 
double  return  of  Edward  Wise,  and  Josias  Cal- 
mady,  «sqf«. ;  «fid  of  Robert  Reynolds,  esq.,  (re- 
turned without  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  mayor.) 

Resolved:  "That  Edward  Wise  and  Josias 
Caimady,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected/*-*-To  which 
tke  House  agreed. 

Nov.  g,  1705.  A  petition  of  John  Dibble,  esq., 
agpiinst  the  return  of  Thomas  Northmore,  esq., 
and  Sir  Simon  Leach. 

No  determination. 

A  petition  of  Sir  Simon  Leach,  K.  B.  against 
the  return  of  John  Dibble,  esq.,  by  means  of  in- 
direct practices,  in  prevailing  on  the  mayor,  who 
had  no  right,  to  poll  for  him. 

No  determination. 

A  petition  of  Christopher  Tendal,  mayor  of  thia 

u9 
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borough,  complaining  that,  at  the  late  election 
of  members  for  Parliament,  Mr.  Northmore  and 
Mr.  Dibble  were  declared  by  him  duly  elected ; 
that  he  signed  an  indenture  accordingly  for  those 
gentlemen,  and  sent  it  to  the  sheriff;  that  peti- 
tioner was  sent  for  the  following  morning  by  Mr. 
Northmore,  the  town-clerk,  (and  agent  of  Sir 
Simon  Leach,)  when  he  informed  him  the  election 
would  be  disputed  in  Parliament ;  but,  if  he  would 
put  his  mark  (being  an  illiterate  man)  to  an  in- 
strument then  produced,  it  would  save  further 
trouble ;  which  petitioner  accordingly  did  :  and 
was  shprtly  after  informed,  that  it  was  the  return 
of  Mr.  Northmore  and  Sir  Simon  Leach ;  which 
petitioner  immediately  acquainted  the  sheriff  with, 
and  advised  the  said  sheriff  to  return  none  but 
the  first  named  ;  yet,  he  now  understands,  he  has 
returned  both. 

Resolved  :  '^  That  Sir  Simon  Leach  is  not  duly 
elected." 

Resolved  :  *'  That  John  Dibble,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected.'*  Which  resolutions,  being  read  twice, 
were  agreed  to  by  the  House;  and  Sir  Simon 
Leach's  indenture  ordered  to  be  taken. off  the  file. 

Dec.  5,  1710.  A  petition  of  Christopher  Har- 
ris, esq.,  complaining  of  many  undue  practices  in 
the  election  of  members  for  this  borough. 

Resolved  :  ^^  That  the  right  of  electing  members 
for  this  borough,  is  in  the  Freeholders  and  Free- 
men, made  free  according  to  the  charter,  and  by.  the 
laws  of  this  borough.'* 

Pari.  \5.  George  Jennings^  esq.,  petitioned, 
but  withdrew  his  petitipn. 
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Pafl.  16.  George,  Lord  Viscount  Maiden^ 
(eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Essex)  and  Humphrey 
Mincbin,  esq.,  petitioned. — Renewed  the  Sd  ses" 
sion.  The  committee  found  the  petitioners  duly 
elected.     April  27»  178^- 

The  state  of  this  borough  is  singular.  Its  con-* 
stitution  is  partly  feudal  add  partly  corporate^ 
Previous  to  the  acceptance  of  the  charter,  the 
portreve  of  the  borough  had  always  made  the  re- 
turn; but,  from  the  date  of  the  charter,  1693, 
the  mayor  bas  taken  upon  himself  that  office. 
A  Mr.  Hawkes,  an  ingenious  attorney  of  this 
place,  chose,  in  his  own  person,  to  revive  the 
office  of  portreve  at  the  last  general  election,  which 
had  lain  dormant  for  167  years,  and  in  that  capa«* 
city  to  take  the  poll ;  he  accordingly  made  a 
return  to  Parliament  of  John  William  Anderson, 
and  John  Tbwnson,  esqrs.,  as  being  duly  elected 
to  represent  the  borough.  The  portreve  had  for- 
merly been  chosen  by  the  homage  of  a  court-leet 
of  the  lord  of  the  manor^  at  Michaelmas  in  every 
year ;  but,  as  the  charter  gave  the  corporation  a 
power  to  make  bye-laws,  it  was  cautiously  and 
cunningly  provided,  by  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the 
corporation,  that  the  mayor,  for  the  time  being, 
should  be  presented  to  the  homage,  to  be  chosen 
portreve  also  for  the  year  of  his  mayoralty.  Thus 
were  the  feudal  and  corporate  offices  united  in 
one  person.  The  junction  of  the  offices  took 
place  in  l6SSf  and,  with  but  one  exception,  has 
continued  ever  since.  Mr.  Hawkes  was  duly 
chosen  by  the  homage,  at  the  Michaelmas  court- 
leet  of  1789>  and  appeared  to  have  a  v^ry  strong 
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claim  to  esercisa  the  powers  of  Kturniog  officer. 
The  mayor  also  chose  to  act  the  same  part  with 
Mr.  Hawkes  the  portreve :  he  took  a  poll,  ad- 
mitted votes  which  Mr.  Hawkes  rejected,  and 
rejected  votes  which  Mr.  Hawkes  admitted,  and 
concluded  by  returning  Colonel  St.  L^er,  and 
Robert  Ladbroke,  esq.,  to  Parliament.  By  this 
last  return,  the  numbers  were  stated  ta  be,  for 

Colonel  St.  Leger 168 

Mr.  Ladbroke I67 

Mr.  Townson 69 

Mr.  Anderson 68 

Although,  by  the  return  of  Mr.  Hawkes,  Townson 
appeared  to  have  t02,  and  Anderson  101,  and  St. 
Leger  and  Ladbroke  to  be  in  a  minority  with  both. 

A   DOUBLR  RETURN. 

This  double  return  came  to  a  hearing  before  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Friday, 
the  4th  of  February,  1791  ;  when  the  question  at 
issue,  between  Thomas  Uridgman  Luxmore,  the 
mayor,  and  John  Hawkes,  the  portreve,  as  to  the 
right  of  exercising  the  powers  of  returning  officer, 
came  first  to  be  argued.  The  committee,  after 
hearing  the  evidence,  determined, 

1st.  "  That  the  porteve  is  noi  the  proper  re- 
turning officer  for  the  borough  of  Okehampton.** 

2d.  "  That  the  mayor  is  the  proper  returning 
officer." 

By  this  decision,  St.  Leger  and  Ladbroke  be- 
came the  sitting  members,  and  Townson  and  An- 
derson became  the  petitioners. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  then  proceeded 
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to  give  their  clients  a  majority  by  objecting  to 
four  votes  which  the  mayor  had  admitted  for  the 
sitting  members,  which  were  bad  votes ;  and  also 
to  iseventy-two  voters,  who  had  freeholds  con- 
veyed to  them  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Earl 
Spencer,  and  a  Mr.  Harris,  for  no  equitable  con- 
sideration, only  a  few  weeks  before  the  election : 
these  conveyances  being  made  to  persons  collected 
from  every  qtiarter  of  the  kingdom.  It  appeared 
in  evidence  that  thirty-one  of  those  grants  were 
made  by  Earl  Spencer,  twenty -one  by  the  Duke 
of  Bedfotd  and  Mr.  Palmer,  and  the  remainder  by 
other  gentlemen  in  the  interest  of  the  above  noble- 
men. After  hearing  arguments  of  counsel  pro 
and  con.  and  several  evidences,  whose  examination 
lasted  during  some  days,  the  committee  determined 
as  to  each  of  the  seventy- two  votes  so  obtained ; 
and  their  opinion  was,  that  ev^  one  of  them  wa$ 
bad.  .  ^        ,        .  V,  .  y^ 

The  counsel  for  Townson  and  Anderson  then 
proceeded  to  adduce  evidence  against  the  other 
voters,  to  whom  they  objected. 

These  were  four,  viz.  Robins,  Lethbridge,  Hen- 
ley, and  Ford.  The  first  was  objected  to  on  the 
score  of  insanity  ;  but  the  counsel  failing  in  their 
proof,  his  vote  was  declared  good. 

The  second  was  objected  to  as  a  distributor  of 
stamps,  and  of  course  disqualified  by  Mr.  Crewe's 
bill ;  but  it  appearing  that  he  was  appointed  by 
the  distributor  of  stamps  for  the  county,  and  not 
by  government,  his  vote  was  adjudged  good. 

The  third  was  objected  to  on  the  same  ground, 
he  being  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  excise: 
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but  it  appearing  that  he  had  been  discharged  by 
the  board  for  more  than  five  years,  and  that  he 
was  only  employed  occasionally  by  the  collector 
of  tlie  district,  during  the  absence  or  sickness  of 
other  excise  officers,  for  which  he  received  at  the 
rate  of  jC40  per  annum,  from  the  collector,  to  be 
af^rwards  allowed  by  the  board  at  their  discretion, 
bis  vote  was  declared  good."^ 
■  The  fourth  was  objected  to,  as  not  haying  been 
admitted  to  his  freedom  until  after  the  election. 
He  was  entitled  to  his  freedom  by  birth;  but  not 
arriving  at  Oakhampton  until  the  Sunday  befons 
the  election,  which  happened  the  next  day,  the 
mayor  not  being  bound  to  hold  a  court  on  a  Sun* 
day,  and  there  not  being  time  on  the  Monday 
morning,  the  vote  was  deemed  good. 

Two  other  votes  were  added  to  the  poll  of  the 
petitioners,  and  some  rejected,  as  was  the  fortune 


*  A  similar  decision  took  place  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench>  in 
Michaelmas  term,  1790.  Two  actions  were  brought  by  one  Eraos, 
a  hair-dresser,  of  Brighthelmstone  : — one  against  Kicfaard  Ste- 
vens, the  other  against  John  Ockendon,  electors  of  Seaford,  for 
the  penalties  of  £100  each,  under  Mr.  Crewe's  bill ;  the  said 
Sterens  and  Ockendon  having  been  employed  within  the  last 
year,  previous  to  the  election  at  which  they  bad  given  their 
voles,  in  the  capacity  of  what  is  termed  hop-assisUnts,  to  col- 
lect and  manage  the  receipt  of  the  duty  upon  hops,  during  that 
season  in  which  hops  are  gathered.  The  causes  were  tried  at 
the  last  summer-assizes  for  the  county  of  Sussex,  when  the  jury 
found  special  verdicts  in  each  cause,  subject  to  the  decision  of 
the  court  of  King's  Bench,  in  which  the  actions  were  brought* 
The  court  determined  that  they  did  not  come  under  the  descrip- 
tion of  revenue-officers^  and,  of  ceurse,  judgment  went  for  the 
defendants. 
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of  the  sitting  members  :  at  length  the  committee 
having  finished  the  evidence,  there  appeared  a 
majority  of  two  votes  for  St.  Leger,  and  one  for 
Ladbroke,  who  were  thereupon  declared  to  be  duly 
elected. 

So  little  do  the  rights  of  election  seem  to  bare 
been  understood,  until  very  lately,  in  this  country, 
that,  at  an  election  for  this  borough  in  1 660,  the 
freeholders,  who  first  asserted  their  right  to  vote, 
assembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner  to  oppose  the 
mayor,  and  made  a  return  of  one  member  only^ 
contrary  to  every  idea  of  right;  for  they  either 
must  have  been  entitled  to  the  election  of  two 
members,  or  none.  However  the  house  recognized 
their  right  the  ensuing  year,  and  they  have  con- 
tinued to  exercise  it  ever  since. 

CORPORATION. 

The  corporation  consists  of  eight  principal  bur- 
gesses, from  whom  the  mayor  is  annually  chosen, 
and  of  as  many  assistants. 

RIGHT    or    ELECTION. 

Feb.  24,  1810.  Resolved:  "That  the  right 
of  electing  members  for  the  borough  of  Oakhamp- 
ton,  is  in  the  Freeholders  apd  Freemen,  being  made 
free  according  to  the  charter,  and  bye  laws  of  the 
said  borough.' ' 

Number  of  voters — 220. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patron*— Albany  Savile,  esq. 
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POI.ITICJLL    CHARACTKK. 

The  riglit  of  election  ra  this  bormigh  not  having' 
leceired  any  detenmaation  umfer  the  amended 
Grenvilie  Act,  is  still  open  to  litigation^  and  h 
disputed  between  the  freemen  and  freeholders, 
particularly  snch  aa  are  called  faggois.  Those 
mdde  by  Mr.  Savile  the  patron,  on  purpose  to 
mkke  a  majority  on  the  poll  oveF  the  fireeeien, 
arel  held,  by  the  beat  1^1  aothofiiiea,  to  be  bad, 
and  will  probably  occasion  another  petition.  If 
they  should  not,  then  the  notnination  of  the 
two  members  will  be  exclusively  in  the  patron,  as 
is  the  case  in  thirty-six  burgage  tenure  boroughs, 
which  send  seventy-two  members  to  the  British 
Parliament  by  the  fiat  of  thirty-six  individuelsf 

This  borough  was  the  property  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  present  £arl  Spencer, 
who  sold  it  to  Richard  Bateman  Robson,  esq., 
and  bis  brother  the  late  Mr.  Hallasd  the  architect; 
it  was  by  them  again  sold,  we  understand,  for 
sixty  thousand  pounds,  to  Mr.  Albany  Savile,  the 
present  proprietor. 


BARNSTAPLE. 

BaKx\ STAPLE  is  a  seaport,  borough,  and  mar- 
ket town,  in  the  hundred  of  Braantoi>,  194  miles 
from  London  ;  containing  6 19  houses,  and  3,47 S 
inhabitants,  of  whom  57&  were  returned  as  being 
employed  in  trade  or  manufacture.  It  stands  on 
the  river  Taw,  36  miles  from  Exeter.     Its  name 
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is  derived  from  Bar^  the  mouth  of  a  river,  and 
Staple^  trade.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  among 
hills,  in  the  form  of  a  semi-circle,  through  which 
the  river  runs.  The  streets  are  clean  and  well 
paved,  and  the  houses  buHt  of  stone.  Over  the 
river  is  a  stone  bridge  of  sixteen  arches.  The 
markets  are  large,  for  cattle,  corn,  and  all  kinds  of 
provisions,  on  Friday  ;  and  it  has  several  woollen 
mannfectories  for  tammies,  shalloons,  baize.  Sec 

REPRXSKlirATIVE  HISTOBY. 

This  ancient  borough  is  situated  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  and  was  first  incorporated  by  Henry  the 
First.  King  John  afterwards  gave  it  a  mayor, 
and  Queen  Mary  ordained  two  aldermen  and 
twenty-two  common-council.  All  its  privileges 
Were  ratified  by  James  the  First.  It  has  been 
represented  fix>m  the  23rd  of  Edward  lhe  First  till 
the  present  time. 

Petitions,  &c.  Aug.  6,  1641.  Resolved: 
"  That  Mr.  Pferd  is  duly  elected,  and  that  the 
election  of  Mr.  Ferris  is  void.** 

Note.  It  does  not  appear  at  what  time  this 
election  was  complained  of. 

Oct.  25,  1680.  A  petition  of  Richard  Lee, 
esq. 

Resolved :  «  That  Richard  Lee,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected." 

May  94,  1685.  A  petition  of  John  Rolls,  esq., 
touching  the  election  of  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

Pari.  17.  Richard  Wilson,  esq.,  petitioned 
asrainst   Mr.    Cleveland's   election ;   and,  on    the 
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14th  of  March,  1791}  the  chairman  reported  that 
the  sitting  member  wa»  duly  elected,  and 'that  the 
petition  was  frivolous  and  vexatious. 

Pari.  S.    Richard  Wilson,  esq.,  petitioned  ;  but 

the  committee  found   Sir   Edward   Pellew  duly 

elected,  February,  1 803. 

LordLyt.       The  aucicnt  history  of  this  borough  is  given  in 

Hi.,  p.' 418.  the  first  volume  of  this  work,  page  61,  where  it  is 

proved  ,to  have  been  a  Saxon  borough,  and  to  have 

sent  members  to  the  parliament,  or  witena  gemote^ 

of  the  Saxons,  in  the  time  of  King  Athalstan. 

^^^       This  right  was  accordingly  recognized  by  Ring 

p.  975.      Edward  III.,  in  the  12th  year  of  his  reign,  and  it 

has  ever  since  sent  membera.  to  Parliament  by  pre-* 

scriptive  or  inherent  right. 

The  modem  history  of  this  borough  is  of  a  very 
different  complexion.  If  any  one  borough  in  the 
country  is  more  corrupt  than  another  it  is  this. 
The  expenses  of  a  candidate  at  a  contested  electioa 
here,  t^  from  ten  to  thirteen  thousand  pounds. 
The  right  of  voting  is  in  the  corporation,  and 
about  four  hundred  burgesses,  not  more  than  a, 
fourth  part  of  whom  reside  in  the  town.  The  rest 
are  distributed  in  London,  Bristol,  the  East  and 
West  Indies,  Botany  Bay^  and  all  over  the  world. 
About  seventy  of  them  reside  in  London,  and  are 
continually  upon  the  hunt  for  candidates,  under 
pretence  that  one  of  their  members  is  ill,  or  about 
to  accept  a  place,  or  to  be  created  a  peer,  so  that 
a  vacancy  is  expected,  and  the  person  applied  to 
is  sure  to  be  chosen,  if  he  will  but  give  a  dinner 
or  a  supper  to  the  burgesses  residing  in  London, 
and  a  few  guineas  to  each  by  way  of  a  retaining 
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fee.  They  will,  on  these  conditions,  be  certain  to 
write  to  their  friends  in  the  country  to  inform 
them  what  a  generous  candidate  they  have  pro- 
cured. This  will  produce  an  invitation  from  those 
who  reside  there,  to  the  gentleman  who  has  made 
so  good  a  beginning,  to  come  down  and  be  elected. 
One  or  two  of  these  managers,  as  they  call  them- 
selves, are  to  be  sent  down  with  their  pockets  well 
supplied,  to  give  a  supper  at  Bristol,  and  another 
at  Barnstaple,  and  get  the  invitation  signed. 
They  return  with  the  triumphant  instrument. 
The  candidate  accordingly  arrives  ;  he  is  ushered 
into  the  borough  with  ringing  of  bells,  is  drawn 
round  the  town  by  the  populace,  and  may  think 
himself  fortunate  if  he  gets  away  without  being 
ruined. 

Above  a  score  gentlemen  we  could  name,  can 
bear  witness  to  the  losses  they  have  suffered  by 
these  impositions :  even  a  learned  knight  and  doc- 
tor of  civil  law  is  minus  about  a  thousand  pounds 
by  the  excitement  held  out  to  him  of  becoming 
member  for  Barnstaple. 

When  a  candidate  arrives  at  this  place,  the  very 
burgesses  who  signed  their  names  to  the  invitation 
make  no  scruple  of  refusing  him  their  votes,  in- 
forming him  they  only  set  their  names  to  the 
paper  to  bring  him  down  that  they  might  see 
how  they  liked  hiofi ;  and  we  have  known  a  great 
number  of  the  freemen  of  this  place  receive  six 
guineas  each  to  bear  their  charges  from  London  to 
Barnstaple  at  an  election,  and  at  the  poll  every 
one  of  them  have  voted  against  him  to  get  their 
expenses  paid  over  ^ain  by  another  candidate. 
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Tb^se  honest  electors  had  once  the  fortune  to 
have  a  candidate  as  slippery  as  themselves :  he 
distributed  drafts  for  lai^e  sums  payable  lo  Lon- 
don ;  treated  the  voters  with  dinners  and  eiftter- 
tainments  ;  and  went  off  a  day  or  two  before  the 
election,  leaving  his  agents,  managers,  and  the 
unfortunate  landlord,  who  was  an  innocent  man, 
(having  neither  a  vote  nor  any  concern  in  the 
election),  all  unpaid,  as  were  his  drafts  upon  Lon- 
don, which  he  had  the  folly  to  believe  would 
secure  his  electioru 

CORPORATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor^  reGorder«  two  alder*" 
men,  and  twenty-two  capital  burgesses,  by  char- 
ter of  Mary. 

RIGHT   OF    ELECTION. 

In  the  Corporation  and  common  Burgesses. 
Number  of  voters — 400. 


TOTNESS. 

ToTNESs  is  a  borough,  market-town,  and 
parish,  in  the  Hundred  of  Coleridge^  Devon, 
situated  on  the  river  Dart,  about  13  miles  from 
the  sea,  and  195  from  London;  containing  129^ 
houses,  and  2,503  inhabitants.  It  ha?  a  trifling 
manufacture  of  woollen  cloth,  but  th  ;  chief  em- 
ployment of  the  inhabitants  is  in  the,  fishery. 
The  river  Dart  is  very  broad  at  this  town,  and  the 
tide   flows   nearly    12   feet  at  the  bridge.    The 
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iDarket  pn  Satuiday  is  well  supplied  X9ii\i  provi- 
sions of  all  k'ymk.  Fairs,  Easier  Tuesday,  May  1, 
July  S5,  aoid  October  S8. 

B£PR£S£NTATIV£  HISTORY. 

This  town  was  incorporated  by  charter  of  the 
7th  of  King  John,  and  made  a  mayor  town,  which 
was  since  confirmed  by  Edward  I.  It  has>  from 
the  23rd  of  Edward  L,  returned  burgesses  to  Par- 
liament, who,  in  the  27th  of  Henry  VI.,  were 
elected  io  the  county  court  ;  but  it  was  very 
early  made  a  close  borough. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  29,  1695.  A  petition; 
of  Sir  Richard  Gipps,  knight,  and  Jas.  Bateman, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Edward  Seymour 
and  Edward  Tard,  esq. 

March  4,  1696.  Resolved:  '*  That  Sir  Edward 
Seymour  and  Edward  Tard,  esqrs.,  are  duly 
elected.'' 

'*  That  th^  petition  of  Sir  Richard  Gipps,  com- 
plaining of  an  undne  election  for  this  borough,  is 
vexatious,  frivolous,  and  groundless." 

Resolved  :  "  That  the  persons  made  free,  within 
this  borough,  by  the  late  King  James's  charter, 
had  no  right  to  vote  by  virtue  of  such  freedom." 

**  That  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  Freemen 
nol  inhahiiingj  as  well  as  in  the  Freemen  inhabit- 
ing within  this  said  borough.*' — Which  resolu- 
tions, being  read  twice,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Resolvod:  **  That  Sir  Richard  Gipps,  hating 
prefenjedto  tlie  House  a  frivolous,  vexatious;  and 


304  COUNTIES,  ailES,  AND  S0R0U6hs. 

• 

^'  gTouDdless  petition,  be  taken  into  the  custody  of 

the  serp*  rtiit  at  arms/' — And  further, 

Resolved  :  **  That  the  said  Sir  Richard  Gipps 
do  make  satisfiaiction  to  the  members  of  this 
House  whom  he  petitioned  against,  for  the  costs 
and  expenses  they  have  been  put  to  by  reason  of 
the  said  petition/' 

CQRPORATIOK. 

/ 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  thirteen 
capital  members,  or  assistantSi  two  counsellors, 
and  twenty  burgesses,  by  charter  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beths 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

In  the  Corporation  and  Freemen,  ^resideiit  and 
non-resident.     March  4,  169^. 

Number  of  voters — ^78,  fifty  of  whom  are 
non-resident,  and  only  twenty-eight  resident. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patron — the  Hon.  William  John  Frederic 
Vane  Powlett. 

POLITICAL    character. 

This  borough  has,  for  many  years,  received  the 
nomination  of  one  member  from  the  Bolton 
family.  The  late  Duchess  possessed  that  influ- 
ence till  her  death  ;  and,  having  bequeathed  her 
property  here,  including  the  manor,  to  her  nephew, 
the  Hon.  W.  F.  J.  \  ane  Powlett,  second  son  to  the 
Earl  of  Darlington,  he  will  most  probably  succeed 
to  the  control  of  the  borough.    The  Marquis  of 
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Hertford  has  several  times  had  one  of  his  family 
chosen  ;  and  his  brother,  Lord  Robert  Seymour, 
expecting  to  decline  the  county  of  Carmarthen, 
for  which  he  is  member,  offered  himself  a  candi- 
date for  this  borough  ;  but  afterwards  withdrew 
his  pretensions  in  .favour  of  Mr.  AAderdon  and 
Mr.  Seymour,  his  nephew.  At  the  poll  the  num-  . 
bers  were,  for 

Thomas  Peregrine  Courtenay,  esq.  .  .36 

Ashford  Wise,  esq 39 

John  Proctor  Anderdon,  esq 99 

— — —  Seymour,  esq 93 

The  state  of  this  corporation  at  present  renders 
it  uncertain  who  shall  ultimately  have  the  pre- 
ponderating interest  at  the  next  election  ;  nor  is  it 
of  any  consequence,  except  to  the  parties  inte- 
rested, as  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  ofTotness 
are  never  considered. 

Here  exists  an  hereditary  claim  to  a  burgess- 
sbip,  which  we  mention  on  account  of  its  singu- 
larity. The  Earl  of  Mount  Edgcomb  exercises 
the  corporate  powers  of  a  burgess,  in  right  of  his 
ancestor,  Richard  Edgcomb,  esq.,  who,  in  the 
second  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  conveyed  the 
manor  of  the  borough  of  Totncss  to  the  corpora- 
tion, on  a  reserved  rent  of  twenty-one  pounds  per 
annum,  payable  to  the  owner  of  the  castle,  reserv- 
ing with  this  alienation  the  right  of  a  burgess-ship 
to  his  heirs  for  ever. 
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HONITON. 

Hon  1  TON  19  a  borough,  market  town,  ami 
parish,  in  the  hundred  of  Axminster,  Devon, 
9i  miles  from  Axminster,  and  149}  from  London; 
containing  546  houses,  and  2,377  inhabitants, 
viz,  1,033  males,  and  1,294  females;  of  whom 
1,250  were  returned  as  employed  in  trade  and  ma- 
nufacture. The  buildings  are  mostly  new,  the 
town  having  suffered  considerably  by  fire  at  diffe- 
rent times.  *  The  town  is  in  a  very  improved  state, 
i>eing  paved  and  lighted,  and  the  houses  mostly 
slated. 

It  is  said,  that  the  first  manufacture  of  sei^e,  in 
Devon,  was  established  here;  but  the  principal 
manufecture  at  present  is  that  of  broad  lace.  Ho- 
niton  supplies  the  London  market  with  great 
quantities  of  butter.  Its  market  is  on  Saturday, 
and  its  fair,  the  first  Wednesday  after  July  19. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  returned  members  to  Parliament 
in  the  28th  of  Edward  the  First,  the  4th  of  Ed- 
ward the  Second,  and  the  12th,  17th,  19th,  92nd, 
and  26th  of  Edward  the  Third.  It  afterwards 
ceased  to  return  till  the  year  I6l0,  when  it  was 
restored,  and  has  been  represented  ever  since. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  26,  1640.  On  a  report 
from  Mr.  Maynard,  touching  the  right  of  sending 
members  to  Parliament,  it  was  resolved  : 

"  That  the  town  of  Iloniton,  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  should  be  restored  to  its  ancient  rights  and 
privileges  of  sending  burgesses  to  Parliaraenl." 
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Nov.  1,  16S0.  A  petition  of  Edmund  Wal- 
rond,  esq.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

No  report  appears. 

Feb.  14,  1700.  A  petition  of  William  Court- 
ney, esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Walter  YpRg^^ 

Resolved  :  "  That  Sir  Walter  Yonge  is  duly 
elected/* — Which  being  read  twice  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Dec.  2,  1710.  A  petition  of  James  Sheppard^ 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Walter  Yonge,  by 
the  portreve  making  a  double  return  of  him  an(| 
Sir  William  Drake. 

A  petition  of  the  potwalleppers,  inhabitants  of 
the  said  borough^  to  the  same  e0ect. 

Resolved :  '*  That  James  Sheppard,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected,  to  which  the  House  agreed.** 

March  i,  1713.  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
Courtney  and  Sir  William  Pole,  barts.,  agaipst  the 
return  of  Sir  William  Drake  and  James  Sheppard, 
esq.,  by  means  of  undue  practices  used  by  one 
Richard  Gill,  the  pretended  portreve. 

A  petition  of  Samuel  Skinner,  William  Wind- 
win,  and  Henry  Clark,  to  the  same  effect. 

No  determination. 

March  29,  1715.  A  petition  of  James  Shep- 
pard, esq.,  gqd  9lfio  of  Sir  William  Drake,  bart., 
jsgainst  the  return  of  Sir  William  Courtney  and 
William  Yonge,  esq. 

No  determinstion* 

Feb.  23,  1716.  A  petition  of  John  Elwell, 
esq.,  complaining  of  undue  practices  at  the  late 
election. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

X2 
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Oct,  99,  1722.  A  petition  of  James  Sheppardf^ 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  William  Yonge,  esq., 
by  means  of  illegal  practices. 

A  petition  of  the  same  against  the  other  sitting 
member.  Sir  Wiliipm  Pole,  for  similar  practices^. 

Petitions  rejected. 

Nov.  23,  1724?.  A  petition  of  several  inhabit- 
ants of  Honiton,  touching  the  right  of  election  for 
this  borough. 

Dec.  18th.  Resolved:  ''  That  the  right,  of 
election  of  burgesses  for  this  borough  is  in  the 
inhabitants,  housekeepers  within  this  borough, 
commonly  called  potwalloppers,  not  receiving 
alms.** — Which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Pari.  7.  Sir  William  Pole,  bart.,  petitioned  : 
renewed  sessions  2,  3,  and  4  ;  and  was  voted  duly 
elected. 

Pari.  10.  Henry  Reginald  Gou^rtenay,  esq., 
pctirioned  against  John  Heath,  esq. :  renewed 
sess.  2. 

Pari.  1*2.  Anthony  Bacon,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  Sir  George  Yonge's  election  ;  bi>t  on  the 
96ili  of  January,  1764,  he  withdrew  his  petition. 

Pari.  14.  John  Baring,  esq.,  petitioned;  but 
withdrew  his  petition. 

Pari.  \5.  Lawrence  Cox  and  John  Honywood, 
esqrs.,  and  several  others,  petitioned.  Mr.  Cox 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The  merits 
of  the  election  were  tried  by  a  committee,  who 
reported,  that  Sir  George  Yonge,  bart.,  was 
duly  elected;  but  that,  so  far  as  it  related  to 
Mr.  M'Leod,  it  was  void.     March  27,  1781. 

Alexander   M'Leod,   esq.,    petitioned 
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against  Mr.  Wilkinson's  election,  and  the  chair- 
man reported,  that  the  sitting  member  was  duly 
elected.     Feb.  19,  1782. 

Pari.  16.  John  Baily,  esq.,  and  others  of  the 
inhabitants,  petitioned  :  renewed  th^  2nd  and  3rd 
sessions.  The  committee  found  th.e  sitting  mem- 
bers duly  elected. 

James  Fraser,  esq.,  petitioned  agamst  the  return 
of  George  Templar,  esq.,  in  1790,  charging  the 
flitting  member  with  bribery  and  corruption. 

The  committee  was  appointed  March  21,  1792, 
and  the  next  day  the  chairman  reported  : 

"  That  George  1  cmplar,  esq.,  was  duly  elected.** 
*'  That  the  petition  of  James  Fraser,  esq.,  did 
not  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  frivolous  or 
vexatious,  and  that  the  opposition  of  George 
Templar,  esq.,  did  not  appear  to  the  said  select 
committee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious/' 

Sir  G.  Yoqge,  bart.,  petitioned  against  the  re- 
turn  of  Sir  John  Honey  wood,  Dec.  6,  1802.  Re- 
newed Nov.  28,  1803  ;  but  the  chairman  reported 
that  the  sitting  member  was  duly  elected,  and  that 
the  petition  was  not  frivolous  or  vexatious.    Feb. 

20,  180*. 

A  petition  against  the  return  of  Lord  Cochrane 
and  the  Hon.  A.  C.  Bradshaw,  in  1806,  was  or- 
dered to  be  heard  March  3,  1807,  but  th,e  disso- 
lution of  Parliament  prevented  any  trial. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 
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RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

It  was  formerly  in  those  paying  scot  and  lot, 
and  in  housekeepers  and  pot-wallers,  not  receivii^ 
alms :  the  right  of  the  latter  was  conferred  and  ex- 
ercised in  consequence  of  it  petition  against  Walter 
Yonge,  esq.,  1701  ;  but  upon  a  special  return  of 
Sir  VVilliatai  Dralfe,  bart.,  Sir  Walter  Yonge,  bart., 
a'nd  James  Sheppard,  esq.,  the  portreve  referred 
the  matter  to  the  House,  #here,  after  discussing 
both  sides,  a  great  majority, 

Feb.  3,  1710,  Resolved:  "That  the  right  of 
electing  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Honiton,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  is  in 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough,  paying  scot 
and  lot  only..'* 

Fourteen  years  after,  however,  the  right  of  voting 
was  again  allowed  to  the  pot- wallers,  by  the  fol- 
lowing determination. 

Dec.  18,  17^4^,  Resolved— "  That  the  right  of 
election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
borough  uf  Honiton,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  is 
in  the  inhabitants,  housekeepers,  within  the  said 
borough,  called  pot-wallers,  not  receiving  alms  of 
the  parish.*' 

Number  of  voters — 360.  The  number  of 
houses  out  of  the  borough  are  only  twelve. 

Returning  OFFICER — the  Portreve, chosen  by 
a  directed  jury  at  the  court-leet  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor. 

Patrons — Christopher  Flood,  esq.,  and  James 
Tovvnsend,  esq. 
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POLITICAL   CHABACTER. 

The  members  for  this  borough  are  generally 
strangers,  who  are  sought  out  by  individuals  pro- 
perly instructed,  or  recommended  by  the  treasury. 
Previous  to  a  vacancy,  these  dealers  in  corruption 
endeavour  to  find  a  candidate  suited  to  their  pur-> 
pose^  as  rich  and  unexceptionable  as  possible, 
who,  depositing  a  certain  sum  of  money,  is  sure  of 
Imving  every  art  and  effort  exerted  in  his  favour. 
Thus  bribery  commences  and  continues  in  pro- 
portion to  the  activity  of  the  agents  of  a  third  can- 
didate. 

The  mode  pursued  is  that  of  giving  to  each 
voter  from  ftve  to  fifty  guineas,  according  to  the 
emergency  of  the  contest ;  and  to  their  wives, 
meat,  clothes,  &c.,  and  also  by  opening  inns,  for 
which  purpose  a  considerable  number  are  permitted 
to  exist.  The  number  of  votes  influenced  by  these 
or  other  private  considerations,  are  nineteen  out 
of  twenty.  The  sum  necessary  to  purchase  a  seat 
may  vary  from  $000/.  to  8000/. 

The  manor  of  Honiton  has  for  many  years  be- 
longed to  Lord  Courtenay  and  his  ancestors  ;  but 
was  purchased,  upon  speculation,  by  Messrs. 
Townsend  and  Smith,  bankers  of  this  town,  and 
by  them  again  disposed  of  to  Ebenezer  Fuller 
Maitland,  esq. ;  that  gentleman,  however,  not 
liking  his  purchase,  it  was  again  sold  to  Arthur 
Champernoun,  esq.,  the  late  high  sheriff  of  De- 
vonshire, who  is  the  present  proprietor.  The  in- 
terest he  possesses  is  only  that  of  appointing  the 
portreve,  who  is  the  returning  officer  and  the  bai- 
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lifT  of  the  manor  at  his  court-leet.  He  is  also 
the  proprietor  of  the  two  principal  inns,  the  Golden 
Lion  and  the  Dolphin,  and  of  some  other  houses; 
but  Mr.  Flood  and  Mr.  Townsend,  two  attoroeyt* 
who  reside  in  the  place,  have  the  entire  control 
of  the  borough. 

TAVISTOCK. 

Tavistock  is  a  borough,  market-town,  and 
parish,  in  the  hundred  of  Tavistock,  Devon,  near 
the  river  Tamer,  14  miles  from  Plymouth,  and  206 
from  London ;  containing  472  houses  and  3»420 
inhabitants,  of  whom  556  are  returned  .as  em- 
ployed in  trade  and  manufacture.  This  town  is 
well  built. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

,„ ,..  This  borouffh  sent  members  to  Parliament  in  the 

vVillis,  ^ 

voi.iii.p.  23d  and  33d  of  Edward  1.  and  in  the  19th  of  Ed- 
ward 11.,  and  then  ceased  to  do  so  till  the  4th  of 
Edward  III.,  since  which  time  it  has  constantly 
returned  members. 

Petitions,  &c.  April  27,  l660.  On  a  report 
of  the  double  return  for  this  borough  it  was  agreed 
by  the  House,  that  George  Howard,  esq.,  was 
duly  elected. 

May  23.  On  another  report  of  a  double  return 
for  this  borough,  it  was  agreed  by  the  House,  that 
the  said  (Jeorge  Howard,  esq.,  was  duly  elected. 

May  1 6,  l66l.  Sergeant  Charleton  reported 
from  the  committee,  that  the  election  of  William 
Russell,  esq.,  is  void ;  to  which  the  House  agreed. 


16. 
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Dec.  17-  Sergeant  Charleton  reported  from  the 
committee,  that  William  Russell,  esq.,  was  duly 
elected,  and  ou^ht  to  sit ;  to  which  the  House 
agreed,  and  ordered  ihe  return  to  be  amended 
accordingly. 

March  94,  1689-  A  petition  of  Ambrose  Ma- 
naton,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  by  means  of  undue  practices  on  the  part  of 
the  pprtreve. 

Upon  several  petitions  to  the  same  effect,  it  was 
resolved,  Dec.  8,  1691,  **  That  Sir  Francis  Drake 
is  duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough,  which 
being  read  a  second  time,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House.** 

Nov.  29,  169.1.  A  petition  of  Ambrose  Ma- 
naton,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Lord  James 
Russell. 

March  13,  1696.  Resolved  :**  That  Lord  James 
Russell  is  not  duly  elected,  and  that  Ambrose 
Manaton,  esq.,  is  duly  elected. 

Nov.  95,  1696.  A  petition  of  the  same  against 
the  return  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  hart. 

Feb.  4,  1697.  Resolved:  "That  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  bart.,  is  duly  elected  to  serve  for  this  bo- 
rough ;'*  and  that  the  right  of  eleciion  **  is  in  the 
Freeholders  of  inheritance  in  posaession,  inhabiting 
within  this  borough,  who  have  been,  or  shall  be, 
presented  as  such  by  the  jury  of  enquiry  of  the 
said  borough  ;*'  which  resolutions,  being  read 
twice,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Feb.  18,  1700.  A  petition  of  James  Bulteel, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Edward,  Lord  Russell, 
by  means  of  various  illegal  practices. 

No  determination. 
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Oct.  24,  1708.  A  petition  of  Henry  Manaton, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Lord  Jatnes  Russell. 

Dec.  20,  1703-  Resolved  :  ''  That  the  said 
Lord  Jamet  Russell  is  not  duly  elected,  but  that 
Henry  Manaton,  esq.,  is  duly  elected.'* 

Dec.  1,  1710.  A  petition  of  James  BuIteeJ, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Henry  Manaton,  esq., 
Jby  means  of  several  undue  practices. 

Feb.  3,  1711.  Resolved:  "  That  Henry  Ma- 
naton, esq.,  is  not  duly  elected,  and  that  James 
Bulteel, esq.,  is  duly  elected;  and  further,  that 
the  petitioner  has  fully  made  good  the  allegation 
of  his  petition.''  Resolved  also:  '^  That  John 
Edgecomb,  esq.,  having  tampered  with  the  wit- 
nesses of  James  Bulteel,  esq.,  is  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanor;"  and  ordered, 

'^  That  the  said  John  Edgecomb  betaken  into  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms."     Also  ordenpd  : 

* 

*'  That  John  Hervcy,  portreve  of  this  borough, 
being  guilty  of  many  corrupt  and  illegal  practices, 
be  likewise  taken  into  custody  of  the  sergeant  at 


arms.*' 


March  30,  1715.  A  petition  of  Henry  Manaton, 
esq.,  complaining  of  many  undue  practices  in  the 
election  for  this  borough. 

No  decision. 

COKPO&ATION. 

None. 

BIGHT    OF    XLJ^CTION. 

The  right  of  election  is  vested  in  the  freeholders, 
who,  at  the  last  poll  taken,  were  one  hundred  and 
ten  in  number.     Those  freeholds,  however,  being 
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the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  there  cannot 
be  said  to  be  more  than  one  actual  elector. 

Here  is  an  instance  of  a  large  and  populous 
towUj  whose  representatives  are  chosen,  not  by 
a  hundred  and  sixty  self-elected  corporators,  like 
i'lymouth,  or  by  twenty-four,  which  is  the  c%fe 
at  Tiverton,  but  by  one  hundred  and  tea  free- 
holders, who  bold  those  freeholds  under  the  con- 
veyance of  an  individual,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  election  of  two  representatives, 

NUMBEK  OF  VOTE«S 110. 

Returning  officer— the  Portreve  annually 
chosen  at  the  lord's  court  by  twenty-four  free- 
holders, appointed  'by  the  steward  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Patron — Dtike  of  Bedford. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  borough  was  formerly  the  seat  of  Chgv^ 
£arl  of  Devonshire,  whose  son,  Ordulf,  built  ioi 
abbey  here  anno  961  ;  the  revenij^s  of  which  were 
valued,  26th  of  Henry  VIII. ,  at  ^690*,  5s.  7d.  per 
annum.  At  the  dissolution  of  the  abbeys,  1^9* 
the  3l8t  of  Henry  VIII.,  that  king,  by  letters  pa- 
tent, dated  July  4,  gave  John  Lard  Russell,  after- 
wards created  Earl  of  Bedford,  ike  ^ile  of  tki$ 
monaster  If,  with  the  borough  anfJ  t^wn  o/Tavi' 
stocky  and  burgage  thereof,  widi  the  rectory  and 
advowson  of  the  vicarage  ;  in  which  family  it  has 
ever  since  continued. 


*♦. 
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PLYMPTON  EARLE. 

Bndjon  Plympton  Earle  is  a  boFough,  market-towo, 
Boroughs,  and  parish,  in  the  hundred  of  Plympton,  Devon, 
Smiles  from  Plymouth,  and  S 1 7  from  London  ; 
t^ontaining  83  houses,  and  604  inhabitants.  It  is 
situate  in  a  valley,  about  a  mile  from  the  river 
Plym,  from  which  it  derives  its  name.  It  was 
formerly  called  Plympton  Thomas,  out  of  respect 
to  Thomas  ^  Becket.  The  town  consists  ^  two 
irregular  streets.  The  market  is  on  Saturday; 
there  is  also  a  market  for  all  kinds  of  cattle  the 
second  Wednesday  in  every  month.  The  town  is 
welt  supplied  with  fish  from  the  neighbouring 
sea-port  towns,  almost  every  day.  Fairs,  2oth  of 
February,  5th  of  April,  Holy  Thursday,  12th  of 
August,  and  29th  of  October,  for  cattle,  pedlary, 
&c.  It  is  described  in  Doomsday  Book  under 
the  title  of  Terra  Regis,  as  are  Tavistock,  Ash- 
burton,  Hnd  Tiverton,  all  of  which  places  were 
then  the  king's  demesne  lands,  but  not  burghs  ; 
Ibid.  p. 46.  and  the  making  th's  place  so,  is  attributed  to 
Baldwin  de  Redvers,  Earl  of  Devon,  and  Lord  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  as  is  recited  by  his  charter 
given  by  Inspeximusy  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 
Edward  the  Third,  and  confirmed  by  Edward  the 
Third,  Richard  the  Second,  Henry  the  Fifth,  and 
Henrv  the  Sixth.  This  charter  is  dated  March 
25,  1241,  in  the  twenty-sixth  of  Henry  the  Third, 
which  was  afterwards  Confirmed  by  Isabella  de 
Fortibus,  his  heir  and  successor  to  this  earldom. 


PLYMPTON  EARLE.  3I7 

The  system  of  modelling  the  charters,  exercised 
in  the  arbitrary  reigns  of  Charles  the  Second  and 
James  the  Second,  was  practised  in  this  borough  ; 
but  the  charter  of  James  the  Second  was,  at  the 
Revolution,  voted  destructive  of  the  consitution 
and  government,  and  the  freemen  claiming  under 
the  former  charters  were  re-admitted  to  their 
franchise. 

Plympton  sent,  like  Barnstaple,  members  to 
Parliament  as  early  as  the  twenty- third  of  Edward 
the  First. 

Petitions,  &c.  Oct.  27i  1666:  A  double  re- Pecinreii, 
turn  for  this  borough  was  the  occasion  of  the^'  *^' 
sheriff  and  under-sheriff  of  Devonshire,  and  the 
bailiff  of  the  borough  being  committed  to  the  cus- 
tody of  the  sergeant  at  arms.  By  one  indenture 
Sir  Edmund  Fortescue  was  returned,  and  by  the 
other  Sir  Nicholas  Slaning,  ^^  so  as  the  Parlia- 
ment and  Committee  of  Privileges  shall  approve 
of  it.''  This  was  called  ^^  an  absurd  and  untisual 
clause/* 

*'  Resolved  :  *'  That  Sir  Edmund  Fortescue  is 
duly  elected." — To  which  the  House  agreed. 

Resolved,  "  That  John  Kiland,  high  sheriff, 
and  Edward  Hayman,  under-sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Devon,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  Horseman,  mayor  of 
the  borough,  be  each  sent  for  in  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms,  or  his  deputy,  for  their  misde- 
meanors and  abuse  in  making  the  return  for  this 
borough." 

Nov.  29.  Sergeant  Carleton  reported  from  the 
committee,  "  That  the  petition  on  behalf  of  Sir 
Nicholas  Shining  was  withdrawn  :  thai  they  were 


"  I 
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of  opinion  to  dismiss  the  cause  as  to  the  pretence 
of  the  said  Sir  Nicholas  Sinning,  and  that  Sir  Ed- 
mund Fortescue  is  duly  elected/* — To  which  the 
House  agreed,  and  ordered  : 

*'  That  the  said  sheriff  and  deputy-sheriff  of  the 
county,  and  the  mayor  of  this  borough,  be  dis- 
charged on  paying  their  fees. 

March  19,  1676.     x\  petition  of  Richard  Strode, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  George  Treby,  esq. 
No  determination. 

May  23,   167S.     A  petition  from  the  same  to 

the  same  effect. 

No  determination. 

Gienberrie,'    In   1684,  the  Corporation  had  been  prevailed 

v.xi.,p.    -^p^j^  ^Q  surrender  their  charter,  and  a  new  one 

was  granted  by  James  II.,  March  91,  1684-5, 

under  which  two  members  were  chosen  and  re* 

turned  to  parliament ;  but  on  a  petition  of  the 

Joum.,      mayor,  bailiff,  &c.,  of  the  old  corporation,  the  elec- 

a'52  '378.    ^^^^  ^^^^  return  were  determined  to  be  void,  and 

the  House,   April  14,   I69O,  resolved,  **  That  the 

charter  granted   by  the  late  King  James  to  the 

borough  of  Plympton   is  illegal,  and  destructive 

to  the  constitution  of  the  government."     And 

John  A  vent,  the  pretended  mayor  and  returning 

officer,  was  sent  for  into  the  custody  of  the  ser- 

GienberTie,  geant  at  arms.     This  charter  was  deemed  illegal, 

'   ''  *    '  because  it  left  the  members  of  the  corporation  at 

the  mercy  of  the  crown,  and  narrowed  the  right  of 

election  for  members  of  Parliament. 

June  3,  l6S5.     A  petition  of  Sir  George  Treby, 
touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 
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No  determination. 

Jan.  289  1683.     A  petition  of  Richard  Strode, 
esq.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough,  and 
coniplaining  of  undue  practices. 
No  determination. 

May  2,  IG90.  A  petition  of  the  freeliolders 
and  burgesses  of  this  ancient  town  and  bailiwick, 
complaining  that  by  undue  means  a  charter  was 
procured  to  make  this  town  become  a  mayor  town, 
and  making  foreigners  freemen  thereof,  which 
having  been  surreodared  to  the  late  King  James, 
another  was  procured,  whereby  a  gpcater  power  is 
pretended. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Strode  and  Peter  For- 
tescue,  esqrs.,  shewing,  that  the  late  election  for 
this  town  was  made  void,  and  a  new  one  ordered ; 
whereupon  the  petitiiioners  were  duly  elected; 
but  that  John  Tozer,  the  pretended  mayor, 
(residing  three  miles  from  the  borough,)  had  re- 
turned Sir  George  Treby  and  John  Polexfen,  esq. 

Oct.  14.  Two  petitions  the  same  in  substance 
with  the  former. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  27,  1691.  A  petition  of  Mr.  Strode,  in 
substance  the  tame  as  the  former. 

Dec.  5.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Feb.  14,  1700.  A  petition  of  Richard  Hele 
and  George  Parker,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Courtney  Crocker  and  Martin  Ryder,  esqrs.,  by 
means  of  treats  and  bribery. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  94,  1702.     A   petition  of  Richard   Hele, 
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esq.)  against  the  return  of  Richard  Edgecooib  and 
Thomas  Jervoise,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  illegal  votes 
being  admitted  by  the  mayor,  and  other  indirect 
and  undue  practices. 

A  petition  of  John  Williams,  esq.,  to  the  same 
effect. 

,  Nov.  6.  A  petition  of  Richard  Strode,  esq^ 
and  others,  to  the  same  effect. 

Jan.  38,  1703.  Mr.  Bromley  reported  from  the 
committee,  *'  That  the  right  of  election  of  bur- 
gesses for  this  borough  was  in  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
imd  freemen,  of  the  said  borough,  and  in  the  sons 
of  freemen  who  have  a  right  to  demand  their  free- 
dom, and  have  been  refused  the  same/' 

Resolved  :  ^'  That  the  proceedings  of  the  mayor 
and  corporation  of  this  borough,  in  making*  free* 
men  after  the  death  of  his  late  majesty,  to  vote  at 
the  last  election,  was  illegal,  and  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  the  said  corporation  ;  and  that  those 
freemen  then  pretended  to  be  made  have  not 
thereby  obtained  any  right  to  vote  upon  that  ac- 
count at  any  future  election;*'  and  ordered  the  re- 
turn to  be  amended. 

Resolved  :  '*  That  Richard  Edgecomb  and 
Richard  Hele,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected  ;  and  that 
Thomas  Jervoise,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elected.** — 
Which  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Nov.  14,  1705.  A  petition  of  Richard  Strode, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Cope,  and 
Richard  Edgecomb,  esq.,  by  the  connivance  of 
the  mayor. 

No  determination. 
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ALDERMEN,  OT  FR££M£N-M AKERS. 

l^arl  of  Mount  Edgecomb. 

Paul  T.  Treby,  esq. ;  Good  more,  near  Plympton. 

John  Boger ;  attorney  and  agent  to  Lord  Mount 
Edgecomb. 

Jonathan  Elford ;  attorney  atid  agent  to  Mr. 
Treby. 

Treby  Hele  Hayes,  esq. ;  Corwood,  near  Plymp- 
ton. 

Thomas  Edwards,  esq. ;  (Mayor  ;)  Cornwall. 

Rev.  John  Arscot ;  Cornwall. 

Charles  Rashleigh,  esq. ;  receiver-general  of  the 
land-tax  for  Cornwall. 

One  vacant. 

FRXEHEN,  or  MEMBER-MAKERS. 

Sir  Harry  Treiawney,  bart. ;  Cornwall. 

John  Anthony  Noguir,  esq. ;  barrister,  Lon- 
don. 

Wm.  Mudge,  esq.;  colonel  of  artillery,  Lon- 
don. 

Dan.  Tom  ;  Aulbrook,  near  Plympton,  old  and 
invalid. 

John  Bulteel^  esq.  ;  Fleet,  eight  miles  from 
Plympton. 

Francis  Delacomb,  esq. ;  Navy  Office,  London. 

Archer  Kelley,  esq. ;  barrister,  Cornwall. 

Rev.  Wm.  Stackhouse  ;  Modbury,  near  Plymp- 
ton. 

Rev.  Rt.  Hughes  ;   Cornwall,  invalid. 

Ambrose  Sendy  ;  mason,  Plympton. 

PART  II.   VOL.   I.  Y 
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William  Lewis,  esq.,  Cornwall. 

Wm.  Rasbleigh,  esq. ;  Cornwall. 

Rt.  Hon.  R.  P.  Carew,  M.  P.  ;  CornwaM. 

Rd.  Rosden,e8q.;  Staoip  Office,  near 'Ply mpton. 

Daniel  Delafield  ;  Excise,  Plympton. 

Benjamin  Trickey  ;  butchqr,  Plympton. 

Thomas  Bulteel,  esc}. ;  near  Piycapton. 

Herbert  Sawyer,  esq.,  admiral,    Portsmonth. 

T.  H.  Tremayne,  esq.,  M.  P.  ;  Cornwall. 

Montague  Edmund  Parker,  esq. ;  near  Exeter. 

Jolm  Hext,  esq.,  Cornwall. 

John  Lucas,  esq.,  Plympton. 

Rev.  John  Cole,  Oxford. 

Bent;   contractor,  slewavd  to  Lord 

Mount  Edgecomb. 

George  CoUius,  esq.,  near  Plymouth. 

Richard  King,  esq. ;  brewer,  ne»r  Plymouth. 

William  Littie,  esq. ;  brewer,  Cornvrall. 

Joseph  Weeks;  tanner,  Plympron. 

John  Tour  ;   clerk  in  the  dock-yard. 

John  Manly,  esq. ;  admiral,  Plymouth. 

George  Marshall,  esq.;   Plymouth. 

Edwin  Henry  Chamberlayne ;  captaiu,  royal 
navy. 

Williiim  Foot ;  attorney,  Dock. 

Richard  Boger,  esq. ;   Plymouth,  invalid. 

Jonathan  WaUers  ;  Plympton. 

William  Evcleigh  ;  shopktepcr,  Plyntf^ton. 

John  Burridge  Cholwich,  esq. ;  Exeter. 

Uev.  John  llosden. 

Francis  H.  Rodd,  esq. 

Zachariah  Mudge,  esq. ;  cnptain,  royal  navy. 
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Edmund  Bogelr,  esq. ;  captain,  royal  navy. 
Paul  Treby  Treby,  esq.,  junior. 
George  Palmer,  esq. 
Coleman  Rashleigh,  esq. 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARE  THE  SONS  OF  FRSE-^ 
MSN,  WHO  ARE  PRESUMED  TO  BE  THE  ONLY 
LEGAL   electors: 

Richard  Thomas. 
Thomas  Woolcombe. 
Rev.  Wm.  Manley. 
Edmund  Body,  sen. 
John  Body,  jun. 
Roger  A  twill,  sen. 

,  jun. 

John  Atwill. 
John  Edgecomb. 
John  ThomaSf  sen. 
*  Robert  Palmer. 
Wm.  Woolcombe,  sen. 
George  Woolcombe,  esq. 
William  Woolcombe,  M.  I>. 
Henry  Woolcombe,  gent. 
John  Thomas,  jun. 
Thomas  Thomas. 
George  Palmer,  esq. 
Richard  Thomas. 
Copernicus  Thomas. 
Thomas  Eveleigh. 
William  Delafield. 
Captain  Manly,  R.N. 
Daniel  Delafield. 

Y  J^ 
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Richard    Thomas,    Clerk    of  the  Victualling 
Office,  London. 
Peter  Richards. 
Edward  Tutton. 
Andrew  Brooking. 
James  Brooking. 
John  Brooking. 
William  Brooking. 
George  Tutton. 

CORPORATJOif. 

This  consists  of  nine  capital  burgesses,  or  alder* 
men,  from  among  whom  the  mayor  and  recorder 
are  chosen. 

« 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

This  is  disputed  between  the  made  Free- 
men, and  those  who  claim  it  by  birth. 

Number  of  voters — about  40,  most  of  whom 
are  non-resident. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patrons — Earl  of  Mount  Edgecomb,  and 
Paul  Treby  Treby,  esq. 

POLITICAL    character. 

The  right  of  voting  in  this  borough  being  in 
Freemen  having  an  hereditary  right  to  the  same, 
agreeably  to  the  decision  in  1703,  it  is  presumed 
that  all  those  who  have  been  made  free  bv  the 
mayor  and  eight  aldermen  have  no  right  to  vote. 
About  forty  of  that  description,  chosen  from  all 
parts  of  England,  at  present  exercise  the  privi- 
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lege,  to  the  total  exclusion  of  such  sons  of  free- 
men as  are  duly  entitled  to  it,  and  have  a  right  to 
admission. 

The  list  of  this  body  of  electors,  created  by  nine 
men  who  are  all  non-residents,  and  have  no  more 
concern  with  the  borough  of  Plympton  than  they 
have  with  thecity  of  Constantinople,  is  so  curious,  . 
that  we  give  it  to  the  public  as  we  received  it 
about  four  years  siqce. 


ASHBURTON. 

• 

AsiiBURTON  is  a  market-town  and  borough  in 
the  hundred  of  Teinbridge,  Devon,  nine  miles 
fromTotness,  and  191  from  London  ;  contains  370 
houses  and  3,080  inhabitants,  being  1,333  males 
and  1,7^7  females,  of  whom  267  were  returned  em- 
ployed in  various  trades ;  it  stands  in  a  valley 
aearly  encompassed  with  hills.  This  is  one  of  the 
four  Stannary  towns  of  Devon,  (the  other  three 
being  Chegford,  Plympton,  and  Tavistock,)  and 
has  several  good  tin  and  copper  mines  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, which  are  very  productive :  it  has  also 
a  manuftictory  for  serge.  The  market,  held  on 
Tuesday,  is  chiefly  for  wool  and  yarn,  and  that 
on  Saturday  for  provisions. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  returned  burgesses  to  Parliament 
the  96th  of  Edward  I.,  and  then  intermitted  till 
the  8th  of  Henry  IV.,  when  it  again  ceased  till 
it  was  restored,  with  Oakhampton  and  Honiton, 
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in  the  ]ast  F^rlism^ot  of  Kii^g  Charl^  I.,  anno 
1640. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  26,  1640.  Mr.  May- 
na^  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Privil^es, 
that  in  the  S6th  of  Edward  I.  this  borough  sent 
burgesses  to  Parliament ;  and  it  further  appeared, 
as  a  concurrent  proof,  that  this  town  did  pay 
the  charge  of  borough  towns,  tenths  and  not 
fifteenths,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  restored. 

Upon  this  report  it  was  resolved:  "  That  this 
borough  should  be  restored  to  its  ancient  rights 
and  privileges  of  sending  burgesses  to  Parliament." 

May  31,  1 678.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Reynel, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Rawlift  Mallcot  and 
William  Stawell,  esqrs. 

Nb  report  appears. 

March  24,  1680.  A  petition  of  Richard  Duke, 
esq.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

No  report. 

Feb.  4,  1707.  A  petition  of  several  freeholders 
of  this  borough,  and  another  from  Andrew  Quick, 
esq.,  complaining  of  illegal  practices  in  the  elec- 
tion of  Roger  Tuck  field,  esq.,  for  this  borough. 

Resolved :  *'  That  Roger  Tuckfield,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough." 

Nov.  24,  170s.  A  petition  of  Richard  Reynel, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Roger  Tuckfield  and 
Robert  Ball,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  divers  illegal  votes 
being  received. 

Feb.  92,  1709.  Resolved,  nem.  con.  "  That 
Roger  Tuckfield  and  Robert  Ball,  esqrs.,  are  duly 
elected  burgesses  for  this  borough.*' 

Dec.  1,  1710.     A  petition  of  Richard  ReyneU 
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and  George  CourCenay,  esqrs.,  against  the  return 
of  Mp.  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Tuckfield,  by  means  of 
threats,  treats,  bribery,  and  other  undue  practices. 

No  determination. 

A  petition  of  Henry  Soper  and  a  great  number 
of  the  other  electors  of  this  borough  against  the 
same  return. 

March  12,  1711.  Resolved:  ''That  Roger 
Tuckfield  and  Richard  Lloyd,  esqrs.  are  not  duly 
elected;  and  that  Richard  Reynel  and  George 
Courtenay,  esqrs.  areduly  elected  ;''  which  being 
read  twice  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

March  4,  1713.  A  petition  of  Andrew  Quick, 
and  Richard  Fownes,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Mr.  Tuckfield  and  Mr.  Reynel. 

No  determination. 

Resolved,  Feb.  96,  1708:  ''  That  the  right  of 
election  is  in  the  Freeholders,  having  lands  or  te- 
nements holden  of  the  borough  only.** 

Resolved,  March  17,  1711:  '*  That  the  free- 
holders  of  the  lands  and  tenements  called  Hals- 
hanger,  and  Halwell  lands,  lying  within  the  bo« 
rough,  and  subject  to  pay  a  borough-rent,  have  a 
right  to  vote/* 

Pari.  19.  Lawrence  Sullivan,  esq.,  petitioned, 
and  after  the  H'Ouae  had  made  some  progress  in 
the  matter,  the  petition  was  withdrawn. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Browne  Willis  observes,  that  in  this  borough  all 
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the  housekeepers  voted  until  the  year  1707»  anJ 
that  the  number  upon  the  poll  was  196;  so  that 
Its  personal  property  in  representation  has  not 
been  of  more  than  S6  years  duration.  The  mem- 
bers are  chosen  in  a  place  that  is  now  used  as  a 
school-house,  and  which  was  formerly  a  chapel 
dedicated  to  St.  Lawrence. 

Number  of  voters.— This  is  of  very  little 
consequence,  from  the  majority  of  the  freeholds, 
which  give  a  right  of  suffrage,  being  the  joint  pro- 
perty of  Lord  Clinton  and  Sir  Lawrence  Palkc ; 
and  as  the  freeholds  are  only  divided  at  their  dis- 
cretion, for  the  purpose  of  complying  with  the 
forms  of  an  election,  the  number  of  voters  is  vir- 
tually only  two,  although  they  have  been  reckoned 
by  Willis  and  others  to  be  200. 

Returning  officer— the  Portreve. 

Proprietors — Lord  Clinton,  and  Sir  Law« 
rence  Palke,  bart. 


BEREALSTON. 

Berealston,  or  Beeralston,  is  a  hamlet  to 
the  parish  of  Beerferris,  hundred  of  Roborough, 
Devon,  three  miles  from  Saltash,  and  216  from 
London,  standing  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  within  a  mile  of  the  navigable  river  Tamer. 
It  contains  about  40  houses.  Here  is  a  large 
tree,  under  which  a  court  is  annually  held  for 
choosing  the  portreve,  borough  officers,  and  mem-^ 
bers  of  Parliament. 
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REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  is  a  very  small  borough.  •  It  never  returned  Carew,p. 
tuembers  to   Parliament  till  the  27th  of  Queen  "* 
Elizabeth,  when  it  was  summoned  so  to  do. 
'  Petitions,  &c.     April  28,  1640.     Upon  the 
report  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges,   that 
Mr.  Stroud,  Mr.  Harding^  add  Sir  Amias  Mere- 
dith, were  all  returned  for  this  borough,  it  w«\s 
ordered, 

''  That  *Mr.  Stroud  should  sit  in  the  House; 
and  declared,  that  no  conditional  election  ought 
to  be  allowed/* 

Dec.  8,  1641.  Resolved:  "That  Sir  Hugh 
Pollard  shall  be  accused  of  misprision  of  treason." 

Resolved:  •*  That  Sir  Hugh  Pollard  shall  con- 
tinue no  longer  a  member  of  this  House/' 

April  97»  1660.  Mr.  Turner  reported  from 
the  committee,  **  That  George  Howard  and  John 
Maynard,  esqrs.  are  duly  elected  and  returned  by 
the  mayor,  and  ought  to  sit  instead  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake  and  another  John  Maynard,  who  are  re- 
turned by  the  freemen.**  Agreed  by  the  House 
that  the  two  first  members  should  sit. 

May  16,  1661.  A  report  to  the  same  effect, 
which  was  similarly  decided. 

A  petition  of  Elize  Crymes  against  the  election 
of  Mr.  Howard. 

Pet?tion  dismissed ;  Mr.  Howard's  election 
being  unquestionable. 

Oct.  22,  1666.  Ordered:  *'  That  Andrew  Barry, 
psq.,  under-*sheriff  for  the  county  of  Devon,  be 
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taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  or  his 
deputy,  for  his  abuse  in  refusing  to  make  a  retura 
of  the  writ  issued  for  electing  a  new  member.*' 

May  1 1 ,  1791 .  A  petition  of  several  of  the  free 
burgesses  of  this  borough,  touching  the  right  of 
election,  and  against  the  return  of  Philip  Cairen- 
dish,  esq. 

Resolved,  nem,  con.  ^^  That  the  right  of  elec- 
tion for  this  borough  is  in  the  freehold  tenants, 
holding  by  burgage  tenure,  and  paying  threepence 
per  annum,  or  more  ancient  burgage  rent,  to  the 
lord  of  the  said  borough,  and  in  them  only/^ 

"  That  Philip  Cavendish,  esq.  is  not  duly 
elected/* 

"  That  St.  John  Broderick,  esq.  is  duly 
elected  as  a  burgess  to  serve  for  this  bcMTOiigh.*' 

March  36,  1799.  The  house  being  acquainted 
that  an  indenture  of  return,  signed  by  the  freehold 
tenants  of  the  said  borough,  had  been  tendered  to 
the  portreve  of  the  said  borough  at  the  time  of  the 
election,  but  that  he  refused  to  accept  the  same  ; 
and  that  one  of  the  persons  who  had  signed  and 
tendered  the  said  indenture  to  the  portreve  was 
at  thi  door ; 

The  said  person  was  called  in  and  examined, 
and  delivered  the  said  indenture  in,  to  the  clerk 
of  the  House  ;  and  the  same  was  read  at  the  table. 

And  the  clerk  of  the  crown  attending  the  House 
in  his  place,  according  to  order,  with  the  return 
for  the  said  borough  ; 

Ordered  :  *'  That  the  clerk  of  the  crown  do 
take  off  from  the  writ  the  indenture  bv  which 
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Philip  Cavendish,  esq.,  is  returned  to  serve  for  the 
said  borough." 

Ordered,  **  That  the  portreve  of  the  said 
borough  of  Berealston  do  execute  the  indenture 
of  return,  signed  by  the  freehold  tenants  of  the 
said  borough,  which  was  tendered  to  him  at  the 
time  of  the  election ;  and  that,  when  the  said  in- 
denture is  so  executed,  the  clerk  of  the  crown  do 
receive  the  same,  and  annex  it  to  the  writ  direct- 
ing the  said  election. 

CORPORATIOX. 

None. 

Bir.HT  OF  ELKCTIO:^ 

Is  in  those  who  have  land  in  the  borough,  and 
pay  three-pence  acknowledgment  to  the  lord.  The 
whole  number  of  houses,  or  rather  cottages,  for 
they  are  all  of  the  meanest  and  most  miserable  de- 
scription, does  not  exceed  forty. 

Number  of  voters. — This  depends  entirely 
upon  the  will  of  the  lord,  who,  by  granting  bur- 
gage-tenures,  which  are  usually  resigned,  in  this, 
and  all  other  similar  boroughs,  to  their  legal 
owners,  immediately  after  the  election  is  con- 
cluded. The  number  therefore  of  voters  may  be 
said  to  be  efficiently  but  one,  although  the  bur- 
gage tenures  have  sometimes  amounted  to  100. 

KETDRifiNG  OFFICER — the  Portrcve. 

Proprietor — Earl  of  Beverley. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  being  a  burgage-tenure  borough,  and  the 
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property  of  the  Earl  of  Beverley,  to  whom  it  was 
bequeathed  by  the  will  of  his  father,  the  late  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  its  representation  depends 
upon  the  nomination  of  that  nobleman.     ^ 

The  Marquis  Wellesley  was  one  of  the  memr 
bers  returned  for  this  borough  at  the  general  elec- 
tion in  1784,  in  the  time  of  the  late  Dukeof  Nor«- 
thumberland  ;  and  his  lordship  vacating  his  seatip 
December,  1786,  by  being  appointed  a  lord  of  the 
treasury,  the  Earl  of  Beverley,  who  bad  then  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  this  estate,  had  taken  offence 
at  some  conduct  in  the  administration,  and  there- 
fore refused  the  treasury-agent  his  re-election. 

At  the  election  for  this  borough,  A.  D.  1721, 
Eliot,  a  commissioner  of  excise,  bad  taken  upon 
himself  to  be  the  returning  ofl5ccr,jcpntrary  to  law, 
which  forbids  any  person  belonging  to  the  excise 
to  meddle  with  elections.  A  motion  made  to  ad- 
dress the  king,  was  by  this  virtuous  Parliament 
set  aside,  by  moving  the  previous  question. 


TIVERTON. 

Tiverton,  a  borough,  market-town  and  parish 
in  the  hundred  of  the  same  name,  Devon,  situated 
on  the  river  Ex,  neurits  junction  with  the  Leman, 
4 1  miles  from  Collumpton  and  163  from  London; 
containing  1,221  houses  and6,505  inhabitants,  viz. 
3,00 1  males  and  3,604.  females,  of  whom  1 ,6 17  were 
returned  employed  in  various  trades,  and  manufac- 
tures,, particularly  serges,  kerseys,  druggets,  and 
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diapers,  for  which  it  has  long  been  noted.  It  has 
a  stone-bridge,  over  both  the  river  Ex  and  the  Le- 
man  ;  before  the  erection  of  these  bridges,  it  was 
called  Twyford,  both  these  rivers  being  fordable 
here.  The  markets  are  on  Tuesday  and  Satur-^ 
day,  but  the  latter  is  very  small.  Its  fairs  are 
Tuesday  fortnight  after  Whit-Sunday,  and  10th 
October. 

RiTPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  never  sent  members  to' Parliament 
until  the  year  1615,  when  it  was  so  imprivileged 
by  charter  of  James  I.,  who  incorporated  it  by  the 
name  of  mayor,  twelve  principal  burgesses,  and 
twelve  assistants,  who  compose  the  whole  con- 
stituent body  of  this  branch  of  the  democracy  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  reason  assigned  by  the  above  monarch  for 
enfranchising  this  borough,  in  the  preamble  to  the 
charter,  is  somewhat  curious,  and  what,  in  our 
opinion,  would  have  justified  at  least  a  suspen- 
sion, if  not  a  removal  of  that  privilege,  supposing 
tlie  borough  to  have  possessed  it  before.  This 
preamble  begins  by  reciting  that  Tiverton  was  an 
ancient  town ;  and  that  it  had  lately  been  bwni 
doivn^  thirty-five  thousand  pounds  worth  of  pro«- 
perty  having  been  destroyed.  The  king,  perhaps 
thinking  it  would  never  be  built  up  again,  deemed 
it  a  proper  place  to  balance  the  influence  of  Dun- 
wich,  which  had  been  swallowed  by  the  sea,  and 
Old  Sarum.  which  had  been  totally  destroyed. 

Petitions,  &c.     Nov.    20,    l(jfi().      Ordered 
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the  committee  of  privileges  to  examine  into  the 
miscarriage  of  a  warrant  for  a  new-  writ  for  electing 
a  burgess  for  this  borough. 

Oct.  13,  1675.  A  petition  of  Sir  Hugh  Ack- 
land. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  1,  1710.  On  a  report  that  Thomas  Bore, 
Richard  Mervin,  and  John  Worth,  esqrs.^  had  an 
equal  number  of  votes,  it  was 

Resolved,  "  That  the  late  election  of  burgesses 
to  serve  in  this  Parliament  for  this  borough  is  a 
void  election.'' 

CORPORATION. 

.  This  consists  of  a  mayor,  twelve  bucgeases, 
twelve  inferior  assistants,  a  recorder,  and  a  clerk  of 
the  peace.  The  charter  of  James  I.  empowered 
the  mayor  to  be  gaol-keeper,  and  ordered  that  the 
gaol-delivery  should  be  before  him  and  the  re- 
corder. 

After  tills,  Tiverton  became  a  large  populous 
place,  and  carried  on  a  considerable  trade.  But, 
on  the  5th  of  June,  1731>  another  terrible  fire  hap- 
pened here,  which  destroyed  200  of  the  best  houses 
in  the  place,  and  most  of  the  manufactures.  The 
loss  was  estimated  at  ,£150,000:  on  which  the 
Parliament  passed  an  act,  the  following  year,  for 
rebuilding  the  town,  in  which  it  was  enjoined  that 
the  new-built  houses  should  be  covered  with  tiles 
or  lead  instead  of  thatch  ;  that  no  trade,  likely  to 
occasion  fires,  should  be  exercised  in  the  public 
streets,  not  any  stacks  of  corn  or  straw  erected 
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there :  that  fire-engines  should  be  provided,  and 
the  streets  and  passages  widened. 

In  1723,  the  mayor  of  the  borough  of  Tiverton 
having  absented  himself  on   the  charter-day  for 
electing  his  successor,  no  new  tnayor  could  be 
chosen.     The  year  following,  the  crown  was  ap- 
plied to  for  a  new  charter;  and   the  business  was 
referred   to  Sir  Philip  Yorke  and   Sir   Clement 
Weaig,  then  attorney  and  solicitor-general  for  thjsir 
opinion.     In  their  report  they  stated  the  case  of 
Banbury  ;*  and,  after  observing  that  the  deciision 
there  had  not  been  contradicted  by  any  siibsequi^nt 
opinion  of  the  court  where  it  was  made,  nor  of 
any  superior  court,  they  say,  **  That  they  appr€- 
^^  hend  it  comes  up  to  the  case  before  them,  and  is 
^'  a  clear  authority  in  law,  that  the  corporation  of 
**  Tiverton  is  at  an  end.'*  They  therefore  advised 
the  king  to  grant  a  new  charter. 

To  prevent  the    inconvenience  attending  the 
power  which  the  presiding  officer  of  corporations 

had  of  dissolving  them,  by  being  absent  on  th^ 
day  appointed  by  their  constitution  for  the  elec- 
tion of  magistrates,  it  was  afterwards  enacted  by 
the  Stat.  11  Geo.  I.  c.  4.  **  That,  for  the  future, 
"  the  corporation,  in  such  cases,  shall  not  be 
*'  deemed  or  taken  to  be  dissolved.*'  It  was  like- 
wise provided,  that  the  persons  entitled  to  choose 
the  magistrates  shall  proceed  to  make  the  election 
on  the  day  immediately  following  the  charter  day, 
without  the  mayor  or  other  presiding  officer  ;  and 
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that  the  person  nett  in  office  shall  hold  the  courf^ 
and  bethe  presiding  officer  for  that  purpose. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

The  choice  of  representatives  is  vested  in  the 
Corporation  only. 

Number  of  voters — S4. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor.   * 
Patron — Earl  of  Harrowby. 

POLITICAL    character*     ^ 

If  the  right  of  election  in  Tiverton  was  in  the 
Householders,  the  number  of  voters  would  be 
twelve  hundred  :  at  present  that  right  is  possessed 
only  by  twenty-four  individuals,  and  this  select 
body  are  all  under  the  influence  of  the  Earl  of 
Harrowby  who  nominates  both  members. 

The  late  Sir  John  Duntz  had  the  joint  con- 
trol of  the  corporation  with  his  lordship,  but 
since  his  decease,  the  noble  Earl  has  taken  them 
under  his  sole  patronage. 


DARTMOUTH,  alias  CLIFTON  DART- 
MOUTH HARDNESS. 

Dartmouth  is  a  borough,  market,  and  sea- 
port town  in  the  hundred  of  Coleridge,  Devon,  SO 
miles  from  Exeter,  and  203 2  from  London  ;  con- 
taining 460  houses  and  3,412  inhabitants,  of  whom 
oOS  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade. 
The  town  is  about  a  mile  long,  with  very  irregular 
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streets  one  above  the  other,  on  the  side  of  a  craggy 
bill.  The  priDcipal  street  is  fronting  the  quay, 
and  is  chiefly  occupied  by  merchants.  The  har- 
bour is  very  capacious  and  safe,  guarded  by  a  castle 
and  strong  battery.  A  great  number  of  vessels  are 
employed  here  in  the  pilchard  fishery ;  besides 
which  it  has  a  considerable  export  trade,  and  im- 
ports wine,  oil,  fruit,  salt,  &c.  As  the  chief  em- 
ployment of  the  inhabitants  is  in  commerce  and 
shipping,  no  manufacture  of  importance  is  to  be 
looked  for  at  this  place,  though  it  is  a  considerable 
nursery  for  the  British  navy;  the  fishery  alone 
employing  near  3000  men,  a  certain  number  of 
whom  the  proprietors  are  obliged  by  law  to  select 
from  landsmen.  The  flesh  market  is  held  on  Fri- 
day, and  the  fish  iparket  is  plentifully  supplied 
every  day  except  Sunday.  To  the  north  of  this 
town  lies  the  port  of  Torbay,  the  principal  ren- 
dezvous jof  his  Majesty's  shipping. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

These  are  three  towns  which  compose  one  bo- 
rough, or  three  divisions  of  one  borough,  lying  on 
the  sea-coast  in  the  south  part  of  Devon.  It  re- 
turned burgesses  to  Parliament  in  the  26th  of  Ed- 
ward the  First,  and  ceased  till  the  24th  of  Edward 
the  Third,  who  incorporated  it,  and  it  has  since 
constantly  returned  members. 

Petitions,  &c.  Feb.  18,  1672.  A  petition 
of  Nathaniel  Heme,  esq.,  against  the  election  of 
one  Josiah  Child,  esq. 

No  decision. 

PART  II.  VOL.  I.  Z 
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May  30,  ISSS.    A  petition  of  Charles  Boon,. 
esq.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 
No  determination. 

Oct;  S5,  1689*  A  petition  of  Joseph  Heme, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  George  Booths  esq.t  bj 
means  of  the  mayor  of  this  town  taking  upon  hisk 
self  illegally  to  make  new  freemen  after  the  date  of 
the  writ. 

NoF.  S8.  Resol^^ :  ''  That  the  said  jfreemcn 
were  net  duly  and  legally  made." 

^^  That  George  Bootlh  esc}.,  is  not  daly  elected,, 
and  that  Jesepl^  Herne,  esc).,  is  daly  elected^^* 
which  being  road  twice,  waa  i^reed  to  by  tbe^ 
House:  and  Ordered, 

^  That  Mr.  Whitrow,  late  mayor  of  this  bpibugb 
be  take*  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  ams- 
of  this  House  for  his  misdemeanors,  toscbing  the 
election,  for  this  borough/' . 

The  right  of  election,  it  is  said  in  the  report,  ap« 
pears  to  be  in  the  Freemen. 

Dec.  4.  A  petition  of  John  Whilrow,  late 
mayor  of  this  borough,  expressing  his  seass  of  the 
displeasure  he  has  incurred  from  the  House,  and 
his  sorrow  for  the  same,  by  illegally  making  free* 
men  after  the  date  of  the  writ. 

Ordered :  ^*  That  he  be  dischargedv  on  paying 
his  own  fees,  and  being  severely  reproved  by  the 
Speaker." 

March  94,  1690.  A  petition  of  Geeige  Booth, 
and  Arthur  Baily,  esqrs.,  against^  tile  rotnrn  of 
Sir  Joseph  Herne,  and  Frederick  HemSt  esq. 

No  determination. 
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Dec.  12,  16^*.    A  petitioft  »f  Jttbn  Whitrow, 
esc^o  junr.,  against  the  sam^  t^iim. 

No  detefminatiDti. 

Not.  68,  1699-  The  aatnts  {petition  was  retietf ed 
against  Frederick  Heinei  ^q.  obly. 

Petition  refused  ;  the  former  one  beitig  agaihst 
both  members. 

Jan.  9i  1700.  A  petition  of  John  Davy,  ^q., 
higb'Sberiff  of  the  OdUnty  df  Devdd,  complhiiiinj^ 
that  pur^uaiit  to  hit  instructiodd,  hii  delivered  hib 
precept  to  the  mayor,  Who  ptMlaioied  the  day  of 
election,  but  died  before  the  day  appointed,  akid 
that  the  burgesses  and  fteemen  did,  notwithstand- 
ing proceed  to  the  election,  ckfid  tniida  a  double 
return  of  Nathadiel  Heme^  ei<|.,  by  one  indenture, 
bnd  of  Rowland  Holt,  esq.  by  anothet*,  and  pray* 
ed  the  direction  of  the  Hduse,  whether  he  ought 
to  return  both,  or  which  of  the  said  indentures. 

Ordered  :  '^  That  the  sheriff  be  directi^d^  accord^ 
ing  to  his  duty,  to  make  return  of  his  Writ.^' 

18th.    A  petition  of  Nathaniel  Heme, 
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esq.,  against  the  tetiirn  of  Rowland  Holt,  esq. 

A  petition  of  alt  the  magistrates,  (except  one) 
all  the  common  eouiicil,  and  the  greater  numbe'r  of 
free  burgesses  of  this  borough^  agi^in^t  the  arbi- 
trary coodiict  of  tfae  mayor  of  this  borough,  by  ille- 
gally pl^tending  to  swear  in  ifefemen,  and  various 
other  acts  of  cotruption. 

No  determfioilion  on  these  petitiotis. 

**-**-  84,  A  petition  of  Rowland  Holt,  esq,, 
against  the  retom  of  Nathaniel  Heme,  esq. 

No  determination. 
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Feb.  12.  A  petition  of  all  the  magistrates, 
^  (except  one)  and  all  the  common  council  of  tb]9 
borough,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  the  msgor 
part  of  the  free  burgesses  of  the  said  borough, 
complaining  of  many  undue  practices  in  the  elec- 
tion for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

Feb.  13,  .     A  petition  of  Thomas  Vernon, 

and  William  Ball)  esqrs.,  against  an  undue  return 
for  this  borough,  by  two  persons,  (Mr.  Floud,  and 
Mr.  Bully)  pretending  to  the  office  of  mayor  atone 
and  the  same  time. 

Resolved  :  **  That  Nathaniel  Heme,  and  Fre- 
derick Heme,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected,''  which  be- 
ing read  twice,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

March  30,  1715.  A  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Heme,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Fownes^ 
esq. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari.  1 6.  John  Henry  Southcote,  esq.,  peti- 
tioned: renewed  the  Snd  session;  but  he  with- 
drew his  petition  April  96,  1785. 

Pari.  17.  John  Seale,  esq.,  petitioned :  re- 
newed  the  2nd  and  Srd  sessions ;  he  stated  that 
the  right  of  election  was  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  borough,  of  which  the  district  of  South-town 
fcMrmed  a  part.  20th  of  Feb.  1793.  The  chairman 
reported  to  the  House,  that  "  The  right  of  elec- 
*'  tion  for  the  said  borough  of  Dartmouth,  alias 
*'  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hardness,  is  in  the  Freemen 
*'  of  the  said  borough,"  that  the  sitting  members 
were  duly  elected,  and  that  the  petition  of  John 
Seale,  esq.,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  Edmund  Bastard, 
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esq.,  is  firivolous  and  vexatious ;  but  so  far  as  it 
applies  to  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Villiers,  it  is 
not  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

CORPORATfON. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  bailiffs, 
twelve  magistrates,  and  twelve  common  council- 
men. 

RIGHT   OF    ELECTION. 

Nov.  28,  1689.  In  the  Corporation  and  Free- 
men made  by  them. 

Number  op  voters — 40. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 
Patrons — the  Treasury  and  Admiralty. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  place,  like  Plymouth  and  Tiverton  in  this 
county,  furnishes  another  instance  of  a  populous 
town  having  its  elective  rights  assumed  and  conclu- 
sively exercised  by  a  corporation  composed  of  the 
select  body,  and  a  few  freemen  of  their  own 
making. 

This  select  number  are  again  circumscribed  by 
the  operation  of  Mr.  Crew's  bill.  The  governor, 
the  collector,  comptroller,  and  all  the  officers  of 
the  custom-house  of  Dartmouth,  ate  taken  from 
this  immaculate  bodv;  and  the  remainder  are 
mostly  under  the  employment  of  government,  as 
gunners,  and  other  officers. 

Dartmouth  is  termed  a  government  borough. 
The  treasury  and  admiralty  having  the  nomination 
of  the  members,  and  the  farce  of  electing  might  as 
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veil  bp  p^formod  by  the  cleriu  in  thoB^  <4Koefr  u 
«t  9ucb  a  distaooe  ftqm  I^q4on.  ' 

The  represeDtatioD  of  t^i*  horpugba  nwH  i^  gio« 
verpment  of  the  castle,  have  been  so  loi^  in  the 
family  of  Arthur  Howe  Holdsworth,  esq.,  as  to 
to  hsTe  bi^CQ9»e  b^fOditary. 


DORSETSHIRE, 

PoRSRTSliiRB  is  8  couiity  of  Eoghad,  bounded 
on  the  Bortli  by  Wiltshire  and  Somersetshife,  on 
the  south  by  the  English  Chanqel,  on  the  west 
by  Devonshire,  and  on  the  east  by  Hampshire ; 
being  about  50  miles  long  and  S7  broad,  and  con* 
taining  nearly  773,000  acres  of  land,  of  which 
quantity  250,000  acres  are  arable,  and  430,000 
acres  pasturage.  The  county  is  divided  into  five 
grand  divisions,  viz.  Blandford,  Bridport,  Dor- 
chester, Shaston,  and  Sherborn:  and  these  are 
again  subdivided  into  numerous  liberties  and 
hundreds,  some  of  them  containing  not  more  than 
two  op  three  small  villages  ;  the  whole  consisting 
of  pine  boroughs,  viz.  Dorchester,  Poo^  Lyme, 
Bridport,  Corfe  Castle,  Shaftesbury,  Wareham, 
Weymouth,  and  Melcomb  Regis ;  and  13  market- 
towns,  viz.  Abbotsbury,  Beaminster,  Beve  Regis, 
Blandford,  Berne  Abbas,  Evershot,  Frempton, 
Milton,  Sherborn,  Stalbridge,Sturminsfer  Newton, 


Sturmifister  Hamfaall,  and  Wimboni  Minster ;  tfae 
wfacJe  oomprisiDg  94B  pari&he8»«cid  91>4S7  hou8e89 
inhabited  by  1  li^ld  personal  odnsistiiig  of  63j667 
males  and  61,653  females,  of  whom  39,969  weie 
returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manu- 
facture, and  98,904  in  agriculture.  It6  principal 
rivers  are  the  Stour  and  Frome.  From  its  mild 
climate  and  beautiful  situation,  this  county  has 
been  termed  die  garden  of  England.  The  northern 
parts  are  generally  level,  formerly  covered  with 
wood,  but  now  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  A 
ridge  of  lofty  cbalk*hills  crosses  the  middle  of  the 
county,  upon  which,  and  on  the  downs  towards 
the  sea,  inaumerable  flocks  of  sheep  are  fed  ;  the 
whole  number  kept  in  the  county  being  estimated 
at  SOO^OOO,  and  the  annual  export  at  I50fi00. 
From  the  borders  of  Hampshire  to  the  centre  of 
the  county,  runs  a  heathy  common ;  but  its  want 
of  iertility  is  amply  compeasated  by  the  rich 
i^ales  on  the  south-western  side.  The  products 
are  com,  cattle,  butter,  sheep,  wool,  timber,  flax, 
and  hemp.  The  isle  of  Purbeck  is  famous  for  its 
stone  quarries,  some  of  the  stone  taking  a  polish 
nearly  equal  to  marble,  is  used  for  chimney-pieces, 
hearths,  &c,,  and  the  coarser  kinds  for  paving. 
The  isle  of  Portland  produces  most  valuable  free- 
stone, which  has  been  used  in  building  Whitehall, 
St.  Pftursy  Westminster  and  Blackfiriars'  bridges. 
Id  this  county  are  several  manufactures  of  baize 
and  coarse  blanketing;  but,  on  the  whole,  the 
clothing  trade  has  much  diminished  of  late.  The 
amount  of  assessment  under  the  property  tax  in 
1 806  was  £U06lt66l.     The  amount  of  the  poor's 
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ratevlSOS,  J£78,357»  being  at  the  rate  of  U.  ijrf, 
in  the  pound.  Dorsetshire  gives  the  title  of  duke 
to  the  Sackville  family.  It  lies  in  the  diocese  of 
Bristol. 

REPRfiSENTATIYE  HISTORY. 

This  county  was  joined  under  the  same  sheriff 
Somerset)  and  has  sent  members  to  Pariiameat 
from  the  time  of  the  first  returns,  in  the  reign  of 
King  Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  May  21,  1677.  A  petition 
of  Thomas  Browne,  esq.,  complaining  of  a  double 
return,  made  by  the  high-sheriff  fi>r  this  county. 

Resolved  :  ^^  That  such  election,  and  the  return 
thereon,  are  void:  because  the  high-sheriff  did 
not  execute  nor  obey  his  ^rit;  and  because  be 
left  divers  freeholders  unpolled  ;  and  that  he  re** 
turned  two  persons  when  he  should  have  returned 
but  one  ;  and  signified  his  return  to  be  the  agree* 
ment  of  the  parties,  rather  than  his  own  judgment, 
according  to  right  and  law." 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

The  nobility  of  this  county  are  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury,  Earl  of  Uchester,  Earl  Digby,  and 
Lord  Rivers  ;  but  they  do  not  possess  any  con- 
troling  influence;  the  gentlemen  of  the  county 
being  numerous  and  opulent ;  the  principal  of 
whom  are,  Mr.  Portman,  of  Bryanston,  Mr.  Mor- 
ton Pitt,  of  Kingston  House,  Mr.  Bankes,  of  King- 
ston Hall,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Frampton,  Mr.  Sturt, 
of  Crichell  and  Brownsea  Castle,  Mr.  Earle  Drax 
Grosvenor,  of  Charborough,  Mr.  Chaffen,  Mr, 
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Grove,  Mr.  Homer,  Mr.  Weld  of  Lul worth  Cas* 
tlcj  Mr.  Trinchard,  &c.,  &c.  The  represeDtatioa 
of  this  county  is  considered  independent. 


DORCHESTER. 

Dorchester  is  a  borough,  market,  and  county 
town,  in  the  hundred  of  UgQ:escombe,  and  division 
of  Dorchester,  Dorset,  15  miles  from  Blandford, 
and  190  from  London.  It  stands  on  an  elevation 
on  the  river  Frome,  and  comprises  three  parishes; 
containing  344  houses  and  9,403  inhabitants,  being 
1,078  males,  and  1,394  females,  of  whom  799  were 
returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manufac- 
ture, principally  of  serge  and  broad-cloth^  of  which 
the  latter  was  formerly  much  more  considerable 
than  at  present.  The  town  is  built  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  four  cardinal  points,  and  the  buildings 
are  good.  In  the  neighbourhood  are  extensive 
meadows,  and  a  down,  on  which  vast  flocks  of 
sheep  are  fed,  and  the  ewes  in  general  are  very 
prolific,  a  circumstance  imputed  to  the  aromatic 
herbs  with  which  the  pasturage  is  interspersed. 
This  place  is  noted  for  the  excellence  of  its  ale, 
which  is  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  It  has 
a  good  market  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays; 
and  its  fairs  are  on  the  19th  February,  on  Trinity 
Monday,  on  the  5th  July,  and  August  SO. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  is  the  shire  town  of  the  county  of  Dorset.  Wiiiii, 
It  has  sent  members  to  Parliament  ever  since  the^'^'^'*"^ 
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9Srd  of  Edward  I.  Dr.  WiUis  writts,  it  has  been 
fiiinous  for  iending  to  Parliaioent  its  towoBineii, 
or  neighb^tmng  gentlemen,  n^ves  of  this  coonty, 
and  as  a  specimen  of  its  virtue^  in  the  year  1604$ 
we  give  a  copy  of  a  certificate  upon  an  electiooj 
which  deserves  a  place  in  this  collection. 

To  the  Honourable  assemblie  of  the    high 

cort  of  FarliametUf  the  burgeue^  of  the 

^'  boroughe  of  Dorcheetetf  m  4he  commiie  of 

^^  Dars$^  sendeth  greetinge. 

^^  Wet^  the  smid  burgessee^  do  herekjf  signify 

^'  unto  you,  thai  (upon  etrictneee  of  the  late  prO" 

^*  damatiouj  a$  wee  toohe  it^fw  the  eUctinge  of 

*^  reeumt  burgeues)  we  made  choice  of  MaUhew 

^^  Chubbcy  rnnd  John  Spicer  of  owt  eaide  toms*  to 

^^  be  burgexses  of  this  parliament.     Albeit^  wee  me* 

^^  knowledge,  that  the  said  Matthew  Chubbe,  be* 

^^fore,  rnnd  at  the  saide  election,  did,  bath  by  hym 

selfe,  and  others^  intreat  us  that  he  might  be  spared 

therein^  offeringe  to  some  other  to  be  chosen  five 

pounds  towards  his  charges  to  serve  therein,  and 

^'  alleaginge  unto  us  then  the  disabilities  of  his 

^^  bodye  to  endure  that  service,  and  for  that  it  ap* 

'^  peared  in  Ester  terme  taste,  when  the  said  Mat* 

*'  thew  Chubbe,  was  to  do  his  service  m  the  saide 

*^  parliament,  that  hee  could  not  performe  it^  nor 

**  endure  the  same  (by  disabilitie  of  bodye)  and, 

'^  doubtinge  of  disablenese  heereafter,  to  attende 

"  the  same  service,  dothe  with  us  the  saide  bur- 

'^  gesses,  become  herebye  humble  petitioners  unto 

^^  you,  that  hee  may  not  seeme  contemptuous,  by 

^'  his  absence,  and  that  it  will  please  you  to  dis- 

^^  misse  the  saide  Chubbe f  and  to  graunt  a  write 
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^foT  the  elecli&n  of  an^etheTi  wherein  wee  ran 
''  assure  you  heerebye,  that  we  will  retome  au-oiker 
**  sufficient  pereone^  to  attende  the  saide  service^ 
'^  For  the  better  testy monie  heereof^  wee  have  heere^ 
^'  unto  sete  the  comon  seale  of  the  saide  horoughe 
''  the  XXIIIIlh  dai  of  June  1604/' 

But  we  do  not  find  any  memoir  of  proeeeding 
tbereon. 

Petitions,  &c.     I)ec.  Sly  1689.     A  petiHon 

of  Nathaniel  Bond,  esq.,  against  the  return  of 

Thomas  Cbaffen,  esq. 

No  report  was  ever  made,  the  Parliament  beii^ 

soon  after  dissolved. 

March  S4,  1690.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Trench* 
ard,  esq.,  against  the  undue  return  of  Sir  Robert 
Nappier. 

No  determination. 

April  9«  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
IxMOugh^  touching  the  right  of  election  for  this 
borough. 

No  report  appears. 

Oct.  6.  Thomas  Trenchard,  esq.,  presented  his 
petition  again. 

Resolved :  «*  That  Thomss  Trenchard,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected,  and  that  Sir  Robert  Nappier  is  not 
duly  elected.** 

May  9,  1790.  A  petition  of  Abraham  Janssen 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Robert  Brown,  esq. 

Resolved  :  ^^  That  Robert  Brown,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected." 

"  That  Abraham  Janssen,  esq.,  is  duly  elected 
for  this  borough.** 

Oct.  19,  1722.    A  petition  of  William  Chappie^ 
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against  the  ^return  of  Edmund  Morton  Pleydell, 
^fi^<l«f  by  means  of  using  illegal  practices. 

A  petition  of  George  White,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  Joseph  Darner,  esq. 

Mr.  White  afterwards  withdrew  his  petition. 

Feb.  13,  1723.  Resolved:  *^  That  William 
Chappie,  esq.,  is  duly  elected.'' 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  Feb.  3,  1728  :  ''  That  John 
Burridge,  jun.  esq.,  being  mayor  at  the  time  of 
the  election,  and  the  pr^er  officer,  to  whom  the 
precept  was  directed,  was  not  capable  of  being 
elected  and  returned  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  same  borough,  and  that  Mr.  Henley  was  duly 
elected." 

Pari.  14.  Anthony  Chapman,  esq.,  petitioned^ 
but  the  committee  found  the  sitting  members  duly 
elected,  Feb.  23,  1775. 

Pari.  17.  The  Hon.  Cropley  Ashley  petitioned. 
On  the  14th  of  April,  I79I5  the  chairman  reported: 
*'  That,  pursuant  to  the  last  determination  of  the 
House,  the  right  of  election  for  the  borough  of 
Dorchester  is  in  the  Inhabitants,  paying  to  church 
and  poor  in  respect  of  their  personal  estates,  and 
in  such  persons  as  pay  to  church  and  poor  in  re- 
spect of  their  real  estates,  within  this  borough,  al- 
though not  inhabitants  or  occupiers,  and  although 
their  names  do  not  appear  upon  the  poor's  rates  : 
That  the  Hon.  George  Darner,  the  sitting  member, 
is  not  duly  elected:  That  the  Hon.  Cropley  Ash- 
ley, the  petitioner,  is  duly  elected,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned :  That  neither  the  petition  nor 
the  opposition  to  it  appear  to  be  frivolous  or  vex- 
atious." 
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CORPORATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  a  reoorderj  two  bailiffily 
six  aldermen,  six  capital  burgesses,  and  twenty*- 
four  common-councilmen,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take 
care  of  the  liberties  and  trade  of  the  town.  This 
charter  was  granted  them  by  Charles  I.  ia  the  5th 
year  of  his  reign. 

In  this  town  are  kept  the  assizes  as  well  as  the 
quarter-sessions^  and  the  knights  of  the  shire  are 
chosen  at  Dorchester. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

March  18,  1720.  Resolved,  "  That  the  right 
of  electing  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Dorchester,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  is 
in  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  paying  to 
church  and  poor  in  respect  of  their  personal 
estates,  and  in  such  persons  as  pay  to  church  and 
poor,  in  respect  of  their  r^al  estates  within  the 
bojough.** 

And  Thomas  Pitman,  the  mayor,  was  ordered 
into  custody  for  illegal  and  arbitrary  practices  at 
the  election. 

May  17,  1720.  Resolved,  "  That  that  part  of 
the  parish  called  the  Holy  Trinity,  a/t£W  Dorchester 
Trinitatis,  which  was  formerly  the  parish  of  Froome 
Whitfield,  is  no  part  of  Dorchester  in  the  county 
of  Dorset.^' 

Resolved,  "  That  the  tithing  of  Collington- 
row,  within  the  parish  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Mas 
Dorchester  Trinitatis,  is  no  part  of  the  borough  of 
Dorchester  in  the  county  of  Dorset/* 
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t'eb.  22,  1775.  Resolved,  by  the  committee^ 
"  That,  pursuant  to  the  last  determination,  such 
persons  «a  pay  to  church  aod  poor  itl  respect  of 
their  real  estates  withio  the  said  borough,  though 
not  inhabitants  or  occupiers,  were  entitled  td 
vote." 

The  right  of  election  here  may  be  said  to  be 
pregnant  with  tlie  greatest  political  incoDrc 
niences  ;  for  a  person  possessing  llie  fee  simple  of 
a  house  and  offices  may,  by  letting  his  house  to 
one,  his  garden  to  a  second,  his  cosch'house  to  a 
third,  and  his  stable  to  a  fourth,  qualify  as  many 
voters,  and  that  without  regard  to  residence,  or 
his  name  ever  appearing  upon  the  poor's  rate. 
We  should,  therefore,  be  happy  to  be  informed  by 
what  criterion  the  Teturning  officer  is  to  judge  of 
what  votes  he  should  admit  or  refuse :  or,  indee^i 
upon  the  view  here  taken  of  the  inconsistent  prifl- 
ciples  and  extraordinary  determinations  of  the 
right  of  voting,  which  this  scene  of  borough  elec- 
tion affords,  on  what  system  or  security  of  right 
Can  this  country  depend  for  a  pure,  free,  equal, 
and  adequate  representation } 

Number  of  voters — 200. 

Returning  Officer — the  Mayor. 

Pathos — the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  one  membeh 
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POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

Almost  one  half  of  the  houses  and  rateaWe  pro- 
perty which  give  the  right  of  tttttng  in  this  bo- 
roQgh  belong  to  the  Earl  of  Sitaftesbury,  who  con- 
veys them  by  freeht^  leases  to  his  friends  aftd  de- 
pendants, for  the  purpose  of  uakkig  votes  at  the 
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election^  Ooe  of  these  trust-holders  claimed,  and 
actually  exercised,  the  right  of  voting  for  a  piece 
of  land  on  which  a  little  shop  anciently  stood,  but 
which  now  makes  part  of  the  public  road,  and  is 
actually  covered  with  pavement.     Many  other 
pieces  of  land^  which  are  entirely  waste,  and  co-; 
vered  with  ruUish  and  weeds,  have  the  right,  of 
suffrage  anoexed  to  them^  saaA  are  conaidered  aa 
the  Hx»t  valuable  voting  property,  because  they 
admit  ofna^  inhabitant  to  give  his  suffrage  for  his 
personal  effects,  who  might  be  able  ta  balance  the 
vote  of  the  aoUe  earFa  feoffee  in  trust.    By  mean^i 
of  this  pnperty,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  elects 
one  menjbei^  who  is  bi»  representative  in    the 
House  oC  GomtaoDfl,  because,,  aa  heis  chosen  by 
nMBn&  of  the  earl's  property,  and  by  his  direction,, 
he  caoaot  be  said  to  be  the  representative  of  the. 
people  of  Dorchester,  or  of  any  portion  of  the 
people  of  England. 

The  icbe  Viscount  Milton  was  a  candidate  at 
the  general  election  in  179O9  and  had  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  votes  of  the  householders,  in  con-* 
sequence  of  which  he  was  returned  by  the  mayor, 
but  a  committee  ei  the  House  of  Commons  was 
of  opinicMi  that  a  decided  majority  of  the  inhabit^ 
ants,  did  not  entitle  him  to  a  seat  ion  Dorchester, 
the  porcAmen^  votes  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury 
out-numbering  those  of  the  bouA  fide  house*' 
holders. 
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POOL. 

Pool  is  a  borough,  sea-port,  and  market^ 
town  in  the  hundred  of  Cogdean,  division  of 
Shaston,  Dorset,  six  miles  from  Wimbom,  and 
106  from  London ;  containing  94-9  houses  and 
4,761  inhabitants,  viz.  9,091  males  and  9,670 
females,  of  whom  608  were  returned  as  being  em-' 
ployed  in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft.  It 
lies  on  the  borders  of  a  very  narrow  dreary  heath, 
being  a  peninsula  joined  to  the  parish  of  Langford 
by  a  neck  of  land.  The  town  is  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  long  and  half  a  mile  broad,  and 
consists  of  three  or  four  considerable  streets,  run- 
ning nearly  from  north-east  to  south-west,  besides 
a  cross  street  parallel  with  the  quay,  with  several 
intersecting  lanes.  The  buildings  are  generally 
low,  but  of  late  years  the  town  has  received  several 
handsome  additions.  The  chief  traffic  is  the  New- 
foundland trade  and  fishery,  which  proves  an  ex- 
cellent nursery  for  the  navy.  The  exports  in  pro- 
visions, nets,  cordage,  sail-cloth,  and  wearing  ap« 
pare],  for  the  consumption  of  the  planters  and  ser- 
vants, are  very  great.  The  imports  are  cod,  sal- 
mon, oil,  seal-skins,  furs,  &c.  There  are  con- 
stantly employed  about  230  sail  of  shipping  be- 
longing to  this  port,  (with  1,500  hands,)  of  which 
about  140  are  in  the  foreign  trade,  and  the  re- 
mainder coastwise.  The  harbour  is  reckoned  the 
best  and  safest  in  the  Channel,  as  the  ground  is 
every  where  soflt,  and  water  sufficient  at  spring 
tides  for  vessels  of  16  feet  draught  to  come  up  to 
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the  quay.  There  is  a  long  narrow  neck  of  land 
which  projects  from  the  south-east  part  of  the 
Isle  of  Purbeck,  called  South-haven  Point,  and 
another  from  the  main  land  of  Dorsetshire  called 
North-haven  Point.  The  distance  between  these 
is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  forming  an  entrance 
to  the  bay  and  harbour  of  Poole.  The  quays  have 
been  very  much  enlarged  and  improved  at  different 
times ;  the  great  quay  is  199  feet  long,  at  the  east 
end  of  which  stands  the  custom-house  ;  the  new 
quay  is  34  feet  long.  On  the  Ham  side  of  the 
harbour  there  are  quays  to  careen  ships,  to  throw 
out  and  take  in  ballast,  with  several  slips  for  build- 
ing. The  communication  across  the  harbour  is 
by  means  of  a  large  passage  boat,  which  is  hauled 
by  a  rope  stretched  from  one  side  to  the  other ; 
each  passenger  pays  one  halfpenny,  and  every  fa- 
mily 4d.  annually.  The  town  sessions  are  held  by 
the  mayor  and  justices  of  the  peace  four  times  a 
year.  When  any  criminal  causes  are  to  be  tried, 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  comes  hither  in  his 
way  to  Dorchester,  and  holds  the  assizes,  but  civil 
causes  are  generally  tried  at  Dorchester*  Market 
on  Thursday  and  Monday.  Fairs,  1st  May  and 
2d  November. 

K£PR£S£NTATIV£  HISTOBY4 

This  borough  was  made  a  county  town  by  Queen  Carew, 
Elizabeth,  having  before  sent  burgesses  to  Parlia-  \viiu;,voi. 
ment  in  the  36th  and  42d  of  Edward  III.    It  first  "-p-^^o. 

rrynnCi  p» 

sent  to  a  council  in  his  14th  year,  but  intermitted  los- 
till  the  33d  of  Henry  VI.,  and  has  had  several  los;. 
charters. 

PART  II.  VOL.  I.  A  A 


mj^mmt^mmmmniwm^m      u,  ,ii    ■    mail 


35i  COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

May  16,  I66I.  Sergeant  Charleton  reported 
upon  the  double  return  for  this  borough  of  John 
Moreton  and  William  Constantine,  esqrs.,  by  one 
indenture,  and  John  Moreton  and  Sir  John  Fitz- 
James  by  another. 

Resolved  :  ^^  That  the  said  Sir  John  Fitzjamcs 
is  duly  elected  a  burgess  of  this  borough/* 

Feb.  Id,  1710,  Upon  a  representation  to  the 
House,  that  in  the  management  of  her  majesty's 
brewhouse,  as  well  as  in  the  contracts  for  fur- 
nishing the  navy  with  beer,  there  have  been  many 
notorious  embezzlements,  and  scandalous  abuses, 

Resolved  :  ^^  That  Thomas  Ridge,  esq.,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  being  guilty  of  great  frauds  and 
abuses,  by  having  contracted  to  furnish  5,513  tuns 
of  beer  on  his  own  account,  and  3,704  tuns  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  Dixon,  and  having  received 
bills  for  the  whole,  although  he  delivered  but 
3,913  tuns  on  the  first,  and  1,969  upon  the  latter: 
he,  the  said  Thomas  Ridge,  esq.,  be,  for  the  said 
frauds  and  abuses,  expelled  the  House.**  And  a 
new  writ  was  ordered  for  electing  a  burgess  in  his 
room. 

Pari.  13.  Joseph  Gulstone,  esq.  petitioned 
against  Joshua  Manger,  esq.,  and  it  was  declared  a 
void  election  in  respect  of  Mr.  Mauger. 

This  town,  aceordino:  to  Lcland,  was  a  poor 
village,  inhabited  by  fishermen,  and  a  hamiec  or 
member  of  the  parish  church  of  Canford ;  but 
within  memory,  it  has  increased  in  handsome 
buildings,  and  beeonie  a  place  of  good  trade.  The 
increase  of  this  town  is  owing  to  the  decay  of 
Wareli.i'.n,    -vi  icli    lost   its  harbour    for    want  of 
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depth  of  water;  in  consequence  of  which  the  ships 
resorted  to  Foole,  and  thus  have  rendered  it,  by 
degrees,  one  of  the  roost  considerable  ports  in  the 
west  of  England ;  and  several  of  its  merchants 
have  represented  it  in  Parliament.  This  town  sent 
members  so  early  as  Edward  UL,  and  by  a  charter 
of  Elizabeth,  it  was  made  a  county  of  itself,  with 
the  privilege  of  a  sheriff,  keeping  a  court  to  de- 
termine all  causes,  both  civil  and  criminal,  with 
several  other  immunities ;  such  as  the  right  of 
trying  rpalefactors  in  its  own  jurisdiction,  by  a 
commission  from  the  crown,  which  saves  the  ex* 
pense  oi  entertaining  the  judges  on  the  circuit. 

CORPORATION. 

This  borough  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  a  re- 
corder, aldermen,  a  sheriff,  a  coroner,  a  town- 
clerk,  and  an  indefinite  number  of  burgesses.  The 
mayor,  who  is  admiral  within  the  liberty,  is  chosen 
from  among  the  burgesses  :  after  he  has  passed  the 
chair  he  is  always  an  alderman  ;  and,  the  first  year 
of  his  mayoralty^  he  is  senior  bailiff,  and  a  justice 
of  the  peace.  From  among  the  aldermen  are  an- 
nually chosen  three  justices ;  the  mayor  and  re- 
corder being  of  the  quorum  ;  and  the  election  of 
the  freemen  or  burgesses  must  be  made  by  the 
mayor,  four  aldermen,  and  twenty-four  burgesses, 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Poole  was  possessed  of  the  inestimable  privilege 
of  choosing  its  members  by  the  commonalty  or 
inhabitants  at  large,  in  consequence  of  the  charter 
granted  by  Elizabeth.    It  oiyoyed  the  privilege  by 
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immemorial  asage ;  but,  by  the  intrigues  and  con« 
trivance  of  the  select  part  of  the  corporation,  con- 
sisting of  about  one  hundred  resident  and  non- 
resident burgesses,  the  right  has  been  wrested  from 
the  inhabitants,  and  assumed  exclusively  by  them. 
This  right  has,  therefore,  been  disputed  between 
the  burgesses  and  inhabitants. 

The  question  of  right  has  been  four  times  agi- 
tated in  the  House  of  Commons:  first,  upon  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Cliaffin,  esq.,  against  Sir  Na«- 
tbaniel  Napper,  who  had  been  returned  by  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  ;  which  was  de- 
termined the  9th  of  February,  1688-9)  when  the 
committee  reported  to  the  House  by  their  chair- 
man, 

**  That  the  matter  in  question  was.  Whether 
the  right  of  election  be  in  the  mayor  and  burgesses 
onli/i  or  in  the  mayor,  burgesses,  and  commonalty, 
who  pay  scot  and  lot." 

And  that  thereupon  the  committee  had  agreed 
to  two  resolves. 

1st.  ^^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee. 
That  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  to  serve 
in  this  present  convention  for  the  town  and 
county  of  Poole,  is  in  the  mayor,  burgesses,  and 
commonalty  of  the  said  town  and  county j  who  pay 
scot  and  lot.*' 

2d.  ''  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee. 
That  Thomas  Chaffin,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a  bur- 
gess to  serve  in  this  present  convention  for  the  town 
and  county  of  Poole.'* 

A  debate  arising  in  the  House  thereupon ;  the 
question  being  put,  ^'  That  this  House  do  agree 
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• 

With  the  committee,  that  Thomafi  Chaffin,  esq., 
18  duly  elected  to  serve  in  this  present  convention 
for  the  town  and  county  of  Poole  ;** 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  *^  That  Sir  Nathaniel  Napper,  hart., 
is  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  present 
convention  for  the  town  and  county  of  Poole/* 

Here  was  a  positive  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  to  the  right  of  the  commonalty  who  pay 
scot  and  lot,  negatived  by  the  House ;  and  the 
exclusive  right  of  the  mayor  and  burgesses,  only 
implied  by  the  House  seating  Sir  Nathaniel  Nap- 
per.  This  was  not  uncommon,  previous  to  the 
existence  of  the  Grenville  Act.  The  inconsistent 
and  contradictory  decisions  of  the  House,  which  * 
the  statute  of  3  George  II.  was  enacted  in  vain  to 
prevent,  were  the  cause  of  establishing  the  present 
mode  of  trying  controverted  elections. 

The  inhabitants  of  Poole  thought  this  new  ju- 
dicature a  proper  tribunal  for  vindicating  and  as- 
certaining their  lost  right;  and  we  accordingly 
find  them  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  ap- 
pealing to  its  justice. 

At  the  general  election  of  1774»  Sir  Eyre  Coote 
and  Joshua  Mauger,  esq.,  were  returned  to  Parlia- 
ment by  the  mayor  and  burgesses ;  but  the  inha- 
bitants having  tendered  their  votes  at  the  poll  for 
the  Right  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox  and  John 
Williams,  esq.,  and  these  being  rejected  by  the 
sheriff,  they  petitioned  the  House  against  the  re- 
turn of  the  former. 

This  petition  came  to  be  heard  on  the  S4th  of 
March,  1775,  before  a  committee  constituted  un- 
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der  the  Grenvilie  Act ;  when  the  counsel  for  the 
petitToners  contended  that,  by  the  general  iiule  of 
law,  where  there  is  no  original  charter,  mod  no 
prescriptive  usage  to  the  contrary,  the  right  of 
election  is  in  the  inkabitani  kotisehnidtrs ;  that 
this  rule  is  recogniTCd  in  a  variety  of  caves,  io 
Glanville's  book,  particularly  in  tlmse  of  Ciren* 
center,  p.  107)  and  Pomfret,  p.  143,  and  in  Whit- 
lock's  Commentary,  vol.  i.,  p.  500.  in  the  ca%e 
of  Cirencester,  the  entry  in  the  Journals  is  io  these 
words : 

*'  That,  where  there  is  no  custom  nor  charter 
"  for  election,  there,  the  inhabitants,  householders, 
"  ought  to  make  the  election." 

That  the  ancient  and  proper  sense  of  the  word 
*'  burgenses,"  or  burgesses,"  is  "  the  inhabitants 
of  a  borough,"  is  proved  by  the  following  autho- 
rities:— Spelman's  Glossary,  title,  '*  burgenses;" 
Whitlock*s  Commentary,  vol.  i.,  p.  500,  vol.  li., 
p.  9^  ;  Madox's  Firma  Burgi,  p.  2,  No.  HI.  And 
^.  .that  the  House  has  so  understood  the  word,  both 
in  ancient  charters  and  in  returns,  appears  from 
the  case  of  Abingdon,  23  May,  1660,  and  that  of 
Aldborougli,  in  Yorkshire,  17  May,  1690. 

From  all  the  ancient  charters  granted  to  the  cor- 
poration of  Poole,  it  appears  that,  down  to  that 
of  the  10th  of  Elizabeth,  ''  burgenses"  in  those 
charters  means  ''  inhabitants." 

The  ancient  returns  to  Parliament  from  this 
town,  until  that  period,  are  all  in  the  name  of  the 
mayor  and  burgenses. 

A  complete  body  of  evidence  was  adduced  in 
support  of  this  case,  and  to  prove  the  claim  of  the 
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inhabitants,  as  part  of  the  corporation,  to  turn  out 
cattle,  and  to  cut  turf  on  Carford  heath,  in  right 
of  their  original  charter,  granted  by  Longspee,  Earl 
of  Sarum. 

A  similar  claim  was  made  under  a  second  char- 
ter, granted  by  William  de  Montacute,  Earl  of 
Salisbury,  lOthof  June,  1371 ;  and  a  third,  granted 
by  Thomas  de  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  dated 
the  8th  of  February,  1411,  confirming  the  two  pre- 
ceding ones. 

Also  a  royal  grant  of  Henry  VI.,  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  his  reign,  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of 
Foole,  that  Poole  shall  be  a  free  port,  &c. 

A  fifth,  dated  the  first  of  July,  31st  of  the  same 
king,  1454,  grants  to  the  mayor,  burgesses,  and 
inhabitants,  a  weekly  market,  and  two  annual 
fairs  ;  the  last  two  by  authority  of  Parjiament. 

A  sixth,  dated  20th  January,  1160,  I  Edw.  IV. 

A  seventh,  dated  20th  June,  3  Henry  VIII. 

An  eighth,  dated  12th  Henry  VIII. 

A  ninth,  dated  4th  September,  18  Henry  VIII. 
1597,  Arthur  Plantagenet,  Viscount  Lesley,  vice- 
admiral  ;  reciting  that  the  deputy  admiral  and  his 
commissary-freneral  had  inspected  all  the  royal 
grants  and  privileges,  and  the  former  grants  of  old, 
and  the  grant  of  William  de  Montacute,  to  the 
maj/or^  brethren^  bailiffs^  burgesses^  and  inhabit- 
ants^  and  also  the  late  confirmation  of  Henry  VIII. 
by  which  they  are  excepted  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  admiral  of  England. 

The  returns  had  also  been  made  by  the  com- 
monalty upon  various  occasions,  previous  to  the 
cltarter  of  Elizabeth :    That  the  town-arms  ahd 
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common  seal  belonged  to  the  inhabitants,  and  that 
therefore  every  instrument  sealed  with  the  commoa 
seal  is  the  instrument  and  act  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  prove  that  the  right  of  election,  which  by  the 
common  law  was  in  the  inhabitants,  householden, 
was,  in  fact,  enjoyed  and  exercised  by  them. 

The  twelfth  charter  of  the  borough,  which  was 
granted  the  93d  of  June,  1568,  the  lOth  of  Eliza- 
beth, and  which  is  the  charter  under  which  the 
corporation  now  act,  was  produced,  and  seems  to 
be  decisive  as  to  the  right  of  the  inhabitants. 

"  It  recites  the  charter  of  3  Henry  VIII.  and 
^'  those  therein  recited,  and  ratifies  and  confirms 
*'  the  immunities  granted  by  them  to  the  mayor, 
**  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  inhabitants,  as  the  said 
^*  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  inhabitants^  from 
^^  the  time  of  making  the  said  charters,  were  ac- 
**  customed  to  hold  and  enjoy  them.  It  recites, 
*'  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  inhabit- 
''  ants,  time  out  of  mind,  had  enjoyed  the  said  pri- 
*^  vileges,  &c.,  and  others,  as  well  by  prescription, 
^^  as  by  reason  of  the  aforesaid  grants,  but  that  the 
*'  said  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  inhabitants^ 
*'  had  not  enjoyed  them  for  many  years  past,  to  the 
*'  great  detriment  of  tlif*  said  town,  by  which  it 
^^  was  threatened  with  ruin,  and  the  good  govern- 
^^  ment  of  the  same  was  almost  extinct. 

'^  That  thereupon  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants 
*'  of  Poole  had  petitioned  the  queen,  that  she 
^^  would  make,  restore,  and  create  the  said  bur"* 
^'  gesses  and  inhabitants  into  another  body  cor« 
"  porate  and  politic. 

^*  That  she  therefore,  &c.   (hoping  that,  if  the 
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<'  inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  suc- 
'*  cessorS)  should  enjoy,  by  her  grant,  greater 
'^  honours,  liberties,  and  privileges,  they  will  think 
**  themselves  bound,  &c.)  grants  that  the  said 
**  town  of  Poole  shall  be,  for  ever  after,  a  free  town 
*^  of  itself,  and  be  incorporated;  to  consist  of  one 

mayor,  two  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty 

(in  the  original,  communitas) ;  and  that  they  the 
'^  said  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty, 
*'  be  one  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  mayor, 
^'  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  the  town 
"  of  Poole,  &c. 

**  That  the  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  may 
**  elect  every  year  (on  a  day  fixed  by  the  charter) 
'^  a  fit  and  discreet  burgess  to  be  mayor,  and  two 
"  other  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  to  be  bailiffs, 
**  &c. 

**  That  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and 
^*  commonalty^  and  their  successors,  and  the  inha- 
'*  bitanta  and  residents  within  the  said  town,  be  in 
'*  no  sort  liable  to  be  bound  by  any  precepts  of  the 
'^  stewards,  marshal,  or  clerk  of  the  market  of  the 
"  household. 

'^  She  grants  a  staple  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs, 
**  and  commonalty^  and  their  heirs  and  successors  ; 
*^  and  that  the  said  burgesses  may  choose  out  of 
*'  themselves,  annually,  a  mayor,  and  two  con- 
''  stables  of  the  staple. 

^^  That  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and 
^*  commonalty,  and  their  heirs  and  successors, 
''may  annually  elect  and  constitute  (on  a  day 
^^  fixed},  out  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
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'  «*  suburbs  thereof,  or  out  of  others,  alt  manner  of 

I  "  brokers,  &c, 

^'  She  then  grants  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs, 
burgesses,  and  commonallyj  and  their  successors, 
**  that    the  town   aforesaid,    with    the    suburbs, 
places,  and  precincts  aforesaid,  be,  for  ever  after- 
wards, one  entire  county^  incorporated   in  deed 
*^  and  name,  and  distinct,  and  altogether  separate 
"from  the  county  of  Dorset,  by  the  name  of  the 
*'  town  of  Poole. 

"  That  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and 
"  commonalty^  shall  have  in  the  said  town,  one 
*'  sheriff;  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  their 
"  successors,  in  every  year  (on  a  day  fixed)  to  elect 
*'  one  discreet  person  out  of  their  fellow-burgesses 
"  [corn,  burgenses,  in  the  original),  for  the  sheriff 
"  of  the  said  town. 
j  '*  She  grants  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses, 

"  and  commonalty^  a  weekly  court  to  be   held  in 
?  *'  the  guildhall,  before  the  mayor  and  senior  bailiff, 

i  ''  To  the  mayor,   bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  com- 

i  "  monally,  that  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  and 

i  *'  one  skilled  in  the  law,   and  also  four  burgesses 

!  *•  to  be  chosen  annually  out  of  the  discreet   bur- 

j  *"  gesses  (on  a  day  fixed)  shall  be  keepers  (i.  £?.  jus- 

^  *•'  tices)  of  the  peace. 

ML,  ''  To   the  mayor,   bailiffs,   burgesses,  and  com- 

I  ^'  monally^  view  of  frank-pledge,  &c. 

■'  '*  To  the  mayor,   bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  com- 

{  '^  monalty^  and  their  successors,  that  none  of  them, 

.'  ''  nor  any  inhabitant  or  resident  within  the  town, 

*'  &c.    shall   be  impanelled  agiiiust  his  will,   on 
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**  any  assize,  jury,  of  inquisition,  &c.,  wilhont  thfi 
**  town  of  Poole. 

'*'  That  the  inhabitants,  burgesses,  and  com^ 
"  monaity^  o\  the  t(^wn  of  Poole,  may  have  their 
*' guild,  ;ind  all  their  liberties,  jurisdictions,  &c., 
^'  by  land  and  by  sea,  in  the  same  manner  with  the 
^'  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of 
'^  Southampton,  and  all  other  liberties,  &c.,  which 
'^  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  inhabitants^ 
**  heretofore  had  or  used  to  have. 

'^  That  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and 
''  commonaliy^  shall  have  the  return  of  all  writs 
**  within  ihj?  town. 

"  That  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs,  burjjesscg,  and 
*'  commonalty^  shall  create  out  of  themselves,  co- 
*'  roners,  &c. 

*•  That  none  of  the  said   mayor,  bailiffs,  bur- 
'^  gesses,  and  com/nona/Zy,  inhabiting  within   the 
^'  said  town,  shall  be  impleaded  without  the  said' 
"  town,  except  for  such  trespasses  as  shall  be  done 
*'  against  the  queen  and  her  heirs." 

The  thirteenth  charter,  bearing  date  the  24th  of 
November,  19  Charles  II.,  contains  a  grant  of  all 
former  privileges,  and  recites  that  the  town  of 
Poole  had  been  of  old  incorporated  by  the  name  of 
mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  and 
that  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  thereof,  as  well 
by  that  name  as  by  other  names,  have  used  and  en- 
joyed various  privileges,  &c. 

That  commonalty  in  these  charters  meant  in- 
habitants, is  clear,  because  they  were  granted  to, 
and  at  the  request  of,  the  inhabitants  ;  because  it  , 
confirms  all  former  grants  to  the  inhabitants  ;  and 
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,  because  the  commonalty  are,  throughout,  distin« 
guished  from  the  burgesses. 

In  the  profligate  reign  of  Charles  IL,  this  town, 
in  common  with  the  city  of  London,  and  most 
other  corporations,  came  under  the  garbling  of  a 
quo  warranto  information,  and  their  franchises 
were  seized  into  the  hands  of  the  crown.  This 
information  was  issued  against  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
burgesses,  and  inhabitants. 

The  30th  of  Charles  II.  the  burgesses  and  m- 
habitants  presented  an  address  and  submission  to 
the  king,  praying  that  they  might  be  restored. 

The  fourteenth  charter,  14th  of  James  II.,  is  a 
charter  of  release  and  restoration  :  it  recites  the 
•  good  services  of  the  burgesses  and  in/iobitantSj  the 
judgments  obtained  against  them  ;  and  it  restores 
jand  grants  to  the  same  burgesses  and  inhabitants 
all  the  liberties,  &c.  which  they  had,  or  by  right 
ought  to  have. 

These  charters  demonstrate  that  the  inhabitants 
were  part  of  the  corporation,  and  that  commonalty 
and  inhabitants  were  terms  indiscriminately  used, 
as  descriptive  of  the  same  persons. 

By  the  records  of  the  corporation,  which  go  no 
further  back  than  the  lOtb  of  Elizabeth,  and  the 
various  entries  from  that  time  to  the  year  1699, 
the  inhabitants  or  commonalty  were  always  men- 
tioned as  part  of  the  corporation. 

The  corporation  petitioned  the  House  of  Com- 
mons so  late  as  the  year  17«58,  in  the  name  of  the 
mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty. 

Deeds  of  mortgages  between  the  corporation  and 
other  parties,  dated  so  late  as  17^56,  were  produced, 
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in  which  the  commonalty  were  mentioned  as  part 
of  the  corporation. 

Thomas  Shepherd,  an  inhabitant,  of  the  age  of 
ninety-eight,  remembered  Mr.  Ashley  to  have  been 
chosen  member  for  Poole  by  the  commonalty^  and- 
he  voted  as  an  inhabitant  in  the  year  169^. 

The  returns  of  members  were  made  by  the 
mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  until 
the  year  1695. 

To  the  above  proofs  the  counsel  for  the  sitting 
members  only  opposed  an  usage  of  eighty  years^ 
proved  by  parole  evidence  in  favour  of  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  the  burgesses. 

The  committee  determined,  that  the  sitting 
members  were  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Douglas,  in  his  notes  upon  the  above  deci- 
sion, observes,  that  a  contrary  determination  took 
place  upon  similar  evidence  in  the  case  of  Col- 
chester, 28th  of  March,  1628. 

The  like  in  the  case  of  Boston,  8th  of  May, 
1688. 

These  cases  exactly  show,  that  no  tisage,  within 
the  time  of  memory,  ought  to  narrow  the  right  of 
election. 

The  case  of  Bridport  is  similar;  for,  on  the 
12th  of  April,  1628,  the  explanation  of  the  word 
"  commonalty*^  by  the  House,  was  the  same  as 
that  for  which  the  inhabitants  of  Poole  contended. 

Case  of  Warwick,  13th  of  May,  1628,  the  ques- 
tion was.  Whether  the  election  was  in  the  mayor 
and  common*council,  or  in  the  commonalty. 
Upon  the  question,  it  was  resolved  to  be  in  the 
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commonalty  \  and  the  iobabitants,  householders, 
have  enjoyed  it  ever  since  in  consequence. 

It  is  curious  to  remark,  that  Mr.  Mauger,  who 
obtained  his  seat  by  the  above  decision  in  favour 
pf  the  burgesses  of  Poole  against  the  inhabitants, 
was  so  far  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  inhabit- 
ants' claim,  that  he  became  a  candidate  for  their 
su0rnges  at  the  ensuing  general  election  in  1780 
against  the  burgesses,  and  actually  petitioned  the 
house  for  the  re-establishment  of  that  right,  of 
which  he  had  been  the  cause  of  depriving  them 
the  preceding  Parliament. 

The  petition  of  Mr.  Mauger  was  heard  before  tt 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  upon  the 
very  same  ground  he  had  opposed  it  in  the  former 
Parliament ;  when  the  decision  was,  agreeably  to 
the  above,  in  favour  of  Joseph  Gulstone,  esq.,  and 
William  Morton  Pitt,  esq.,  who  were  elected  by 
the  burgesses. 

At  the  general  election  in  1790,  the  inhabitants 
made  another  attempt  to  recover  their  lost  rights, 
by  tendering  ihcir  votes  for  Lord  Daer,  son  to  the 
Earl  of  Selkirk,  and  the  late  Lord  lladdo,  son  lo 
the  Earl  of  Al>erdcen.  There  were  also,  at  the 
same  time,  four  other  candidates  on  the  right  of 
the  burgesses,  viz.  Benjamin  Lister,  esq.,  a  mer- 
chant of  Poole ;  the  Hon.  Charles  Stuart, 
youngest  son  to  the  Earl  of  Bute  ;  Michael  An- 
gejo  Taylor,  esq.,  and  Captain  Kingsmill,  of  the 
I  uavy.     The  election  was  conducted  with  much 

i  eagerness  on  all  sides  :  the  burgesses  were  equally 

I  divided,  until  Lord  Hood,  whom  Mr.  Taylor  pub- 

'.'  licly  accused  of  a  breach  of  promise  to  him,  ar- 
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rived  and  gave  the  casting-vote  for  Mr.  Stuart ; 
the  numbers  upon  the  burgesses'  poll,  at  the  close 
of  the  election  being,  for 

Benjamin  Lister,  esq 50 

The  Hon.  Charles  Stuart 49 

M.  A.  Taylor,  esq 4-8 

Robert  Kingsmill,  esq 45 

The  numbers  of  Mr.  Stuart  and  Mr.  Taylor 
would  have  been  finally  equal ;  but  one  of  the 
burgesses  in  the  interest  of  the  latter  was  arrested 
for  debt,  as  he  was  going  up  the  steps  of  the 
town-hall,  to  give  his  vote.  Hail  was  offered,  and 
even  payment  of  the  debt ;  but  the  sheriff  and  his 
deputy  were  too  much  engaged  upon  the  election, 
to  be  interrupted  by  so  trifling  a  concjern  as  the 
liberty  of  a  British  subject ;  and  the  elector  was 
suffered  to  remain  in  the  custody  of  an  officer, 
until  the  poll  was  closed. 

Lord  Daor  and  Lord  Haddo  being  candidates  on 
the  right  of  the  commonalty,  the  inhabitants 
tendering  their  votes  for  those  noblemen,  were  re- 
jected by  the  sheriff.  Two  petitions  were  accord- 
ingly presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  at  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  in  1790,  against  the  return 
of  Lister  and  Stuart ;  one  by  Lord  Daer  and  Lord 
Haddo,  in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  common- 
alty ;  and  another  by  Michael  Angelo  Taylor,  esq., 
and  Robert  Kingsmill,  esq.,  on  the  claim  of  the 
minor  part  of  the  burgesses,  against  the  majority. 

These  petitions  were  heard  the  same  session  ; 
when  it  was  agreed  by  all  the  parties,  that  the  pe- 
tition of  Lord  Daer  and  Lord  Haddo  should  be 
determined  first;  for,  if  the  coininittc."  should  be  of 
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opinion  that  the  right  was  in  the 'inhabitants,  the 
other  four  candidates  were  so  inferior  in  point  of 
numbers,  that  they  intended  to  relinquish  their 
respective  claims. 

The  committee  accordingly  began  with  the  pe* 
tition  of  Lord  Daer  and  Lord  Haddo ;  when  nearly 
the  same  case  was  opened,  as  we  have  reported 
upon  the  petition  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  James 
Fox  and  John  Williams,  esq.,  in  177<3,  and  which 
had  been  repeated  on  similar  grounds  by  Joshua 
Mauger,  esq.,  in  1781.  The  committee  confirmed 
the  determinations  of  the  preceding  ones,  by  de- 
ciding, that  Lord  Daer  and  Lord  Haddo  were  not 
duly  elected^  and  resolved  upon  a  special  report  to 
the  House,  ^^  That  the  right  of  election  in  the 
town  and  county  of  Poole,  is  in  the  Mayor,  Bai- 
liffs, and  Burgesses  only.'' 

This  petition  being  disposed  of,  a  compromisi^ 
took  place  between  the  contending  parties,  on  the 
poll  of  the  burgesses.  The  vote  of  the  burgess 
who  had  been  arrested  and  detained  in  custody 
during  the  election,  was  added  to  the  poll  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  and  another  struck  off  from  that  of  Mr. 
Stuart.     The  numbers  then  were,  for 

Lister 49 

Taylor 49 

Stuart 48 

Kingsmill 46 

The  committee  accordingly  reported  to  the 
House,  *'  That  Benjamin  Lister,  esq.,  and  Michael 
Angelo  Taylor,  esq.,  were  duly  elected.^* 

The  success  of  Mr.  Lister  was,  however,  ren- 
dered abortive.    The  opposite  parties  had  all  dis- 
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covered  that  he  had  been  a  contractor  within  the 
year  preceding  bis  election  ;  and  that  the  taking 
his  seat  would  be  attended  with  the  disagreeable 
consequence  of  his  being  liable  to  a  penalty  of  five 
hundred  pounds  every  time  he  should  give  his  vote 
in  the  House  of  Commons. 

This  incapacity  was  to  be  removed  only  by  Mr. 
Lister  vacating  his  seat,  and,  as  the  twelve  months 
since  the  surrender  of  his  contract  had  now  ex« 
pired,  to  get  re-elected. 

The  Chiltern  Hundreds  were  accordingly  given 
him,  and  a  new  wHt  was  issued  for  another  elec- 
tion ;  when  the  inhabitants  of  Poole,  with  that 
fervour  and  love  of  liberty  which  nature  has  im- 
planted in  the  human  mind,  and  which,  although 
suppressed  by  temporary  miscarriages  and  incon- 
veniences, omits  no  opportunity  of  asserting  its 
own  dignity,  recurred  to  their  original  claim  of 
right,  and  with  a  zeal  and  firmness  which  the 
writer,  who  was  present  at  the  moment,  will  never 
recollect  but  with  a  glow  of  admiration,  again 
bestowed  the  noblest  gift  of  freemen — their  unbi- 
assed suffrages,  on  Lord  Daer! 

The  statute  of  the  28th  of  George  IH.,  chap.  52, 
allowing  them  one  more  chance  of  recovering  their 
rights,  and  that  a  final  one,  by  an  appeal  against 
the  last  decision  within  twelve  calendar  months, 
a  petition  of  appeal  was  accordingly  presented  by 
Lord  Daer,  in  179 1>  against  the  re-election  of  Ben- 
jamin Lister,  esq.,  and  another  by  the  inhabitants 
against  the  last  determination  on  the  elective 
right,  when  the  committee,  for  the  fourth  time, 
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resolved:  "That  the  right  of  election  was  iq  t|ie, 
Mayor,  Bailiffs,  apd  Burgesses  only." 

In  the  cases  of  Abingdon,  Soutbamptop^  aqd 
others,  the  word  ^^  commonalty"  has  beief)  ^^Ipr- 
mined  to  mean  all  the  inhabitants;  at  this  place 
to  mean  the  corporation  only ! ! ! 

In  the  Sieaford  case«  the  word  ^'  populace'-  ex- 
tended to  all  the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot* 
In  the  case  of  Trif  ro,  the  same  word  meant  only  the 
corporation,  consisting  of  twenty-five  individuaUf. 
Upon  what  principle  of  justice  these  contradic- 
tions are  to  b^  ^^oppiled,  vfe  do  not  presume  to 
be  informed. 

In  the  Saltash  cases,  the  right  of  election  has 
been  four  times  determined  to  be  in  the  corpora- 
tion, apd  three  times  to  be  in  the  burgage-tenurea, 
since  the  passing  of  the  Grenville  act,  in  tb^  10t|i 
of  the  present  reign. 

In  the  Helstone  case,  the  committee-  resolved, 
in  ITZ'S  :  "  That  the  right  of  election  was  in  th? 
corporation  acting  under  the  old  charter,  in  1791." 
Another  committee  determined  the  right  to  be  in 
the  corporation  acting  under  the  new  charter. 

Since  the  year  1713,  the  contradictory  resolu- 
tions respecting  Weymouth  and  Alelcomb  J^egis 
will  be  found  in  the  representative  history  of  those 
places. 

In  the  cases  of  Colchester,  Bostoi^,  Bridport, 
Pomfret,  and  Warwick,  the  determinatious  ^eve 
different  from  those  of  Poole :  and  the  doctrine  of 
eighty  years  usage  is  neither  sanct^one^  by  act 
of  Parliament,  nor   considered  as  th^  common- 
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law  of  conamittees^  and  hit  been  fellbwed  only  in 
one  solitary  inatanoef,  that  of  Lyme  Regia. 

NUMBKR  OF  YOir£RS-*-^100. 

I'OLITICAL   CHAEACTSB. 

The  corporation  of  Poole  are  divided  into  two 
parties,  ao  nearly  equal  in  number,  that  a  aingle 
vote  frequently  decides  the  election.  A  thousand 
pounds  is  said  to  bare  been  given  for  a  vote  on 
such  occasions.  Mr.  Lister,  one  of  the  present 
members,  is  at  tbe  bead  of  the  oppoaitioo  ptrty^ 
and  Mr.  Jeffery,  a  late  member,  but  now  conanl- 
general  at  Portugal,  is  at  tbe  head  of  the  minialerial 
party.  The  aldermen  who  acquire  that  situation 
by  serving  tbe  office  of  mayor,  are  mostly  of  the 
ministerial  party ;  and  as  a  bye*law  is  still  in  force, 
allowing  them  to  nominate  two  of  tbeir'own  body  ' 
to  the  burgesses,  one  of  whom  the  latter  ia  bound 
to  choose  for  mayor,  there  is  little  chance,  unless 
that  bye-law  is  deemed  illegal,  of  which  there  la 
little  doubt,  that  they  will  continue  to  sustain 
their  superiority. 


LYME  REGIS. 

Lymk  Regis  is  a  sea  port,  borough,  and  mar-> 
ket  town  in  the  hundred  of  Whitchurch,  division 
of  Bridport,  Dorset,  SS  miles  from  Dorchester, 
S8  from  Exeter,  and  14S  from  London;  contain- 
ing 965  houses,  and  1,451  inhabitants,  of  whom 
534  were  returned  employed  in  various  trades. 
Its  commodious  harbour  has  been  artificially  con- 
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structed.  The  materials  of  its  rude  pier  consist 
of  vast  stones  weighed  out  of  the  sea,  arranged  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  break  the  yiolence  of  the 
tide,  which  has  made  great  encroachments,  the 
cliffs  being  composed  of  a  kind  of  marl  and  blue 
day  incorporated  with  lime.  The  market  is  ou 
'  Friday.    Fairs,  February  S,  and  September  9 1  • 

REPRESENTJLTIYE   HISTOEY. 

This  is  a  very  ancient  borough,  in  the  county 
jof  Dorset,  being  so  made  by  King  £dward  the 
First,  and  has  returned  members  to  Parliament 
since  the  S3rd  of  that  reign, 
i  Nov«  5,  1605.  A  report  being  made  by  Sir 
George  Somers,  one  of  the  burgesses  for  this 
borough,  of  the  sickness  by  the  gout  of  John 
flassard,  esq.,  the  other  ^burgess,  and  desiring  to 
have  him  dismissed. 

'    Resolved:  *'  That  he  shall  still  serve,  and  that 
he  shall  not  be  removed. 

Feb.  9»  1609.  A  petition  from  this  borough 
touching  their  burgesses  was  offered  by  Sir  John 
Jefferys. 

Sir  George  Moor  reported  from  the  committee 
— Hassard,  69 — incurable— bed-rid — and  a  new 
writ  was  ordered  in  his  room. 

May  21,  1689.  A  report  upon  the  petition  of 
Sir  William  Drake,  knight  and  hart.,  against  John 
Burridge,  esq.,  touching  the  election  of  this  bo- 
rough. 

Resolved  :  **  That  John  Burridge,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected.**     Also, 

Resolved :  **  That  Sir  William  Drake  is  duly 
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elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough  :"  but  the  first 
resolution  being  read  twice  was  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Jan.  6,  1701.     A  petition  of  Richard  Hallet, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Burridge,  esq.,  by 
reason  of  the  mayor  not  suflfering  the  legal  voters  . 
to  poll. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  26,  I7O8.  A  petitition  of  Henry  Henley, 
esq.,  and  also  one  of  several  capital  burgesses, 
freemen,  and  freeholders,  of  this  borough,  against 
the  return  of  Thomas  Freke  and  John  Burridge, 
esqrs. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  18,  1799.  A  petition  of  William  Smith, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Burridge,  esq. 
— Petition  withdrawn. 

Also  a  petition  of  Thomas  Parish^  merchant  of 
London,  against  the  same  return. 

March  9,  1793.  Petition  of  Thomas  Parish 
withdrawn. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.^  Feb.  S,  1798  :  '*  That 
John  Burridge,  jun.,  esq.,  being  mayor  at  the  time 
of  the  election,  and  the  proper  officer  to  whom 
the  precept  was  directed,  was  not  capable  of  being 
elected  and  returned  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
same  borough,  and  Mr.  Henley  duly  elected. 

Pari.  15.    The  committee  found  that  none  of. 
the  members  returned  in  the  double  return  were 
duly  elected,   and  that  the  election    was  void. 
Dec.  9,  1780. 

This  town  was,  at  the  Conquest,  part  of  the 
demesne  lands  of  the  convent  of  Sherborne,  and 
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probably  so  continued  until  tbe  19th  of  Edward 
the  First,  when  it  was  annexed  to  tbe  crown,  and 
thus  derives  the  title  of  Lyme  Regis,  or  King's 
Lyme*  Soon  after  this,  the  king  made  it  a  ft«e 
boiough,  and  granted  it  every  privilq^  that  is  en- 
joyed e?en  by  tbe  city  of  Liondon,  with  a  cosrt  of 
Hustings,  and  freedom  from  all  tolls  or  laat^. 
These  privileges  were  confirmed  by  the  succeed- 
ing princes,  and  Edward  the  Second  also  granted 
to  the  burgesses  the  town  in  iee-fiirai,  apon  pay- 
ing 33  mariLs  every  year  into  the  exchequer.  In 
tbe  reigns  of  Henry  IV.  and  Y.  tbe  French 
attacked,  plundered,  and  burnt  it ;  upon  which, 
tbe  king  forgave  the  inhabitants  all  their  arreais, 
and  reduced  their  fee*fiirai  rent  from  dily  toiSs, 
which  sum  was,  in  consequence  of  their  misfoiw 
tunes,  again  lessened  to  £3.  6^  8d«,  which  they 
still  continue  to  pay. 

In  Camden's  time  (James  I.)  it  was  a  small 
inconsiderable  place,  inhabited  by  fisbermoi ;  but 
it  has  since  greatly  improved,  and  grown  a  consi- 
derable sea-port.  The  harbour  is  esteemed  as 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  English  ChanneL 

COBPOEATION. 

The  last  charter  was  granted  by  William  IH., 
by  which  it  is  governed  hy  a  mayor,  who  is  a 
justice  of  peace  during  bis  mayoralty  and  the  year 
following  ;  and  in  tbe  third  year  be  is  both  jwstice 
and  coroner..  Hete  also  »re  a  recorder,  fifteen 
capital  burgesses,  two  of  whom  are  justices,  a 
town -clerk  y  aad  other  officers. 
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nlGhi  OF  EtECT^Oy. 

There  having  been  a  contest,  time  immem6rial, 
between  the  corporation  and  th^  freeholders  of  the 
borough,  fof  the  right  of  dectioh ;  oh  (he  STst  of 
May,  16S9,  it  v^a'tf  d<6t'6yh)in'ed  to'bd  iii  the  corpo- 
ration and  freeholders.  On  the  S8th  of  February, 
17979  it  was  resolved  to  be  in  tbe  corporation. 
The  saini  qiir^srtfon  h^s  b^^A'  t^ici^  agitated  bifbre 
cbnimii!t6esr  6f  th6  hbn^e  of  coh^tnbns,  constituted 
undier  the  Grenvill<6  Act'.  In  tlli^  fir^t  of  thes^, 
Lionel  Dai'^ll,  esq.,  arid  Henry  Harford;  esq,, 
were  petitioners  ;  when,  lipon  hearirig,  it  was 
determined  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  the  right  was  in  the  corporation  only  ; 
and"  t%at  fl^e  H'on.  H^nry  Fatt^,  aiid  David  Robiert 
Mitchell,  esq.,  the  sitting  members,  were  duly 
eT(6<ited;  The  right  of  the  ft^e^hold^s  Was  again 
cotit^tled  at  a  geniefral  ekdtion,  1784,  and  tri^ 
befbi^  a  si^cotid  committee  on  the  1 3tb  Of  l^ebruary^ 
1783,  iihen'  Robert  Wood,  esq.,  and  John  Cator, 
esq.,  were  petitioners,  and  the  Hon.  Hfenry  Fane, 
aiid  the  Hon.  T.  Fane,  were  tHe  sitting  medibdnEi. 

The  claims  of  each  party  were  the  same  in  both 
{Hititions  ;  each  contending  for  the  rigHt of  election 
in  thi^  ft^holders  of  the  borough  as  well  as  the 
corporators  ;  superadding  to  both  the  qudiBcation 
of  residents:  but  in  both  th^e  cadds,  as  in  the 
rematkabliEl  one  of  Poold,  the  cotnmittcies  deter- 
mined, that  an  usage  of  dighty  years  superseded 
the  ancicfnt  right,  wliich  was  prbvfed  to  baVe  been 
in  the  freeholders,  the  same  as  was  proved- to  be  in 
the  commonftlty  of  Poole.    The  capital  burgesses 
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make  a  certain  number  of  free-men,  resident  or 
non-resident,  who  elect  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Number  of  voters — 31. 

Returning  officer— -the  Mayor. 

Patron — Earl  of  Westmorland. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  may  be  deemed  one  of  those  many  depen- 
dent boroughs  which  are  wholly  under  the  con- 
trol of  an  individual ;  the  Earl  of  Westmorland 
and  his  ancestors  having  had  the  entire  influence 
ip  the  corporation  for  the  last  century. 


WEYMOUTH  and  MELCOMBE  R£G1S. 

Weymouth  is  a  sea-port,  borough,  and  market 
town,  situated  in  the  parish  of  Wike  Regis,  Dor- 
setshire, divided  from  Melcombe  Regis  by  the  river 
Wye,  8  miles  from  Dorchester,  and  131  from 
London  ;  containing  3S6  houses,  and  1,S67  inha- 
bitants. Weymouth  formerly  carried  on  a  consi- 
derable trade,  and  was  the  principal  port  of  the 
county,  but  it  is  now  rivalled  by  Foole.  Being 
sheltered  by  the  surrounding  hills,  possessing  a 
pure  air,  a  fine  beach  of  sand,  and  a  calm  bay, 
formed  by  a  semi-circle  of  more  than  two  miles,  it 
is  well  adapted  as  a  bathing  place.  The  market 
days  are  on  Tuesday  and  Friday. 

Melcombe  Regis  is  a  borough  and  market 
town  in  the  parish  of  Radipole,  hundred  of  Colli- 
ford  Tree,  division  of  Dorchester,  Dorset,    127 
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miles  from  London,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Wey,  which  separates  it  from  Weymouth, 
over  which  river  there  is  a  wooden  bridge  of  seven* 
teen  arches.  It  contains  4S3  houses,  and  9,350 
inhabitants,  viz.  962  males,  and  1,388  females,  of 
whom  433  were  returned  employed  in  various 
trades.  It  is  united  to  Weymouth  as  a  sea-port» 
corporation,  and  market  town. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

These  are   situate  in   Dorsetshire,    and   werectrew, 
formerly  two  boroughs,  but  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  "•• 
time,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  they  were  united, 
which  was  confirmed  in  the  15th  of  James  I. 

Nov.  8,  1597.  Mr.  Bosgrave,  attorney  for  the 
duchy,  reported  :  ^^  That  the  committee  had  seen 
the  return  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Dorset, 
for  the  electing  into  Parliament  the  burgesses  of 
Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis,  formerly  two 
distinct  boroughs,  whereby  four  burgesses  were 
duly  elected  and  returned,  but  that  the  bailiffs 
had  besides  elected  two  others,  who  were  not 
duly  returned.*' 

Ordered :  "  That  the  four  members  so  duly 
elected  and  returned  should  continue  accordingly. 

May  5,  1660.  Mr.  Turner  reported,  touching 
the  double  return  for  the  borough  of  Melcombe 
Regis. 

Ordered :  *'  That  Peter  Middleton,  esq.,  being 
duly  elected,  do  sit. 

Oct.  15,  1667.  A  petition  of  Michael  Harvey, 
esq. 

No  determination. 
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Not.  20.  Serjearnt  Charltoo  reported,  "  That 
tht  eommrttee  v^ere  of  6f)Vnioii  thM  Sir  Joim  Co- 
Tdnfry  is  duly  elected,  fd  vtrbifek  the  b6u«e  agreed. 

May  95,  1695.  A  pefitteh  of  »! icb«el  Harircy, 
iSfq^j  touclMn^  the  efection  for  tbes^  bcMTough^. 

Aho  H  p^tifeion  of  the  fre«fabld^Br»  of  tbe^  h6^ 
f<Rsgh#  fo  the  8«me  «ff!^«t. 

No  determination^ 

Jan.  4,  1697-  Resolved:  **  That  there  being 
information  given  to  this  ^ous^  a'gahist  John 
Kmghtl,  ei^q.,  « tnettber  hereof,  in  rehtion^  M  the 
felae  indorsemetff  of  e>tcbeqtier  bills,  to  which' he 
hod  not  given  ^  aafisfectory  answer  to  this  house ; 
the  said*  Mr.  Johfti  Knight  be  committed  prisonei^ 
to  his  mi^lesty's  Tower  of  Londbii  dui'ing  the 
pleasure  of  this  House :'"  ands 

Ordered  :  ^'  That  the  chief  governor  of  the 
Tower  do  take  care  that  no  person  be  admitted  to^ 
discourse  with  or  bring  letters  to  the  said  RCr. 
Knight,  without  order  of  this  Mouse  :'*  and  ftmher, 

Otdered :  *'  That  the  said  Mr.  Knight  have  a 
copy  of  the  said  resolutions,  and,  that  he  do  give 
his  answer  thereto  on  Friday  morning  next." 

Jan.  7.  Ordered,  uport  Mr,  Knight's  request : 
*>  That  his  wife  should  have  leave  to  resort  to 
him  in  the  Tower.'* 

A  letter  was  then  read  from  Mr.  Knight  to  the 
Speaker  as  follows : 
*^  Honourable  Sir, 

*^  Being  made  a  close  prisoner  in  the  Tower,  by 
*^  your  warrant  of  the  4th  inst.,  and  not  having 
*'  the  liberty  of  pen,  ink,  or  paper,  till  last  night, 
''  about  10  o'clock,  when  my  Lord  LuCas,  uudcr- 
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''  standing  by  the  votes  that  I  was  to  say  some* 
''  thing  in  answer  to  Mr.  Marriott's  chaise,  to* 
^'  morrow  being  Friday,  thought  it  reasonable  to 
^*  permit  me  the  use  of  it ;  I  could  not  apply  roy$elf 
^'  till  this  morning  to  lay  anything  before  the 
^'  House,  which  is  since  done :  and  I  beg  yocir 
«^  favour,  that  the  inclosed  papers  may  be  com* 
'*  municated  to  them.     I  am.  Sir, 

'^  Your  moat  obedient  bumble  servant, 

'«  Jan.  6,  1697-8.  "  John  Knight." 

Upon  the  representation  of  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  chief  governor  of  the  Tower  had  informed  hitn 
that  Mr.  Knight  was  very  ill,- 

Ordered  :  ^*  That  the  said  Mr.  Knight's  doctor 
and  apothecary  have  leave  to  resort  to  him  in  the 
Tower. 

Feb.  1,  1697.  ResoWed:  «'  That  the  said 
John  Knight,  esq.,  being  guilty  of  false  ind^me- 
ment  of  exchequer  bills,  be  expelled  from  this 
House.'' 

Dec.  t,  1710*  A  petition  of  John  Ward  and 
Richard  Hallet,  esqrs.,  against  the  refurs  of  Afl- 
thony  Henley,  Maurice  Ashley,  Captain  LYffte>- 
ton,  and  WUIiam  Bett^,  esi^rs.,  by  means  of  tvn« 
doe  aad  illegal  ptacticeSy  on  their  own  parts,  dnd 
the  pavttality  of  the  oMiyor,  wbo  insi»lnagly  cokt 
the  petitionen  ^  he  woold  shew  them  a  game  «e 
all  iburs  !''  aocid  encouraged  his  officers  to  hMiilt 
the  petitioner's  voters. 

Resolved :  *^  That  the  petitioners  were  tfoC  duly 
elected." 

''  Thai  Henry  Henley,  esq.,  md  the  Hoif, 
Maurice  Ashley,  are  diily  elected.** 
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'*  That  the  election  for  the  said  borough,  ofMr. 
Littleton  and  Mr.  Betts,  is  a  void  election  :"  and 

Ordered :  "  That  Edward  Tissard,  mayor  of  the 
said  borough,  being  guilty  of  several  arbitrary  and 
illegal  practices,  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms. 

March  3,  1713.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy,  knight,  William  Hardy,  John  Ward,  and 
Reginald  Marriott,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Daniel  Harvey,  esq..  Admiral  Baker,  Captain  Lit- 
tleton, and  William  Betts,  esq.,  by  means  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  and  undue  practices  of 
John  Friend,  mayor  of  the  said  town. 

Resolved :  *'  That  James  Littleton,  esq..  Sir 
Thomas  Hardy,  knight,  William  Hardy,  and  Re- 
ginald Marriott,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected,  and  that 
Daniel  Harvey,  John  Baker,  and  William  Betts, 
esqrs.,  are  not  duly  elected. 

April  28,  1713.  Resolved:  "That  no  free- 
holders  of  this  borough,  made  since  the  election 
in  April,  171 19  unless  claiming  by  devise  or  de- 
scent, had  any  right  of  voting  at  the  last  election 
of  members  to  serve  for  this  borough. 

May  3rd.  Resolved  :  '*  That  all  conveyances 
to  split  and  divide  the  interest  in  any  houses  or 
lands  in  this  borough,  amongst  several  persons,  in 
order  to  multiply  votes  are  illegal  and  void. 

June  3rd.  Resolved :  "  That  those  persons 
who  had  no  right  to  vote  at  the  election  on  Lady 
day,  1710,  and  not  claiming  by  purchase  for  a  va- 
luable consideration  or  by  will  or  descent  since 
that  time,  had  a  right  to  vote  in  the  last  elec- 
tion." 
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Resolved  :  **  That  divers  scandalous  and  illegal 
practices  appearing  to  have  been  lately  carried  on 
in  this  borough,  to  multiply  votes  at  the  last  elec- 
tion ;  and  that  all  such  persons  whose  votes  were 
not  admitted  at  the  determination  of  the  last  con- 
troverted election  for  this  borough,  and  who  have 
not  acquired  a  right  by  descent  or  devise  since 
that  time,  had  a  right  of  voting  in  the  last  election 
of  members  for  the  said  borough. 

May  16,  1796.  It  appearing  to  the  House  by 
a  proper  record  from  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 
that  John  Ward,  esq.,  a  member  of  this  House, 
that  information  had  been  exhibited  against  him, 
by  the  name  of  John  Ward,  of  Hackney,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  esq.,  has,  in  the  present 
Easter  term,  been  convicted  of  the  crime  of 
forgery. 

Resolved  :  "  That  the  said  Jolm  Ward,  esq.,  be 
expelled  from  the  House.*' 

Pari.  8.  John  Olmius,  esq.,  petitioner,  against 
John  Tucker,  esq. 

Pari.  8.  Thomas  Pearce,  John  Olmius,  Richard 
Plumer,  esqrs.,  and  Colonel  Cholmondely,  were 
candidates  upon  the  interest  of  Sir  Robert  WaU 
pole.  See  a  very  particular  account  in  the  seconci 
report  thereof,  by  the  committee  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
fo.  1479. 

These  boroughs  were  the  property  of  the  famous 
Bubb  Doddington,  who  was  afterwards  created 
Lord  Melcombe,  in  whose  celebrated  Diary,  the 
history  of  these  places  form  a  complete  account  of 
the  politics  of  the  times,  when  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
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pole,  Lord  Wilmington,  Mr.  Henry  Pelham^  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  the  first 
Mr.  Pitt,  were  ministers.  These  boroughs  then 
became  the  property  of  Gabriel  Steward,  esq., 
lately  deceased.  Being  in  possession  of  these  bo«- 
roughs,  he  had  the  lucrative  office  of  paymaster 
of  tho  marines,  which  is  ^6000  per  annum.  This 
gentleman  sold  them  to  Sir  William  Pulteney,  the 
lace  possessor,  from  whom  they  descended  to  his 
daughter,  and  afterwards  to  his  nephew,  Sir  John 
Johnstone. 

Melcombe  sent  members  to  Parliament  in  the 
reigii  of  Edward  IIL,  which  was  before  Wey-» 
mouth  had  the  privilege ;  and  in  the  reign  of 
£dward  IIL  it  was  in  so  flourishing  a  state,  that 
it  was  appointed  a  staple  by  act  of  parliamcBt ; 
but,  on  account  of  its  quarrels  with  Weymouth, 
its  privileges  as  a  port  were,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VI.,  removed  to  Poole  ;  they  were,  however,  re-* 
stored  by  act  of  parliament  in  the  time  of  Eliza- 
beth ;  and  in  the  next  reign  they  were  confirmed, 
on  condition  that  Melcombe  and  Weymouth 
should  form  but  one  corporation,  and  enjoy  their 
privileges  in  common. 

UNITED    CORPORATIONS. 

These  consist  of  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  two  hai- 
lifts,  several  aldermen,  the  number  of  whom  is  un- 
certain; yet  they  send  four  members  to  Parliament, 
as  if  they  were  distinct  corporations.  Id  MeU 
combe  there  is  a  good  market-place  and  town-hall, 
where  the  members  of  the  corporation,  residing  in 
Weymouth,  come  to  attend  on  public  business. 


W£YMOUTH  and  MEXCOMBE  REGISc*  ^$3 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

There  h^s  been  no  resolution  of  the  Hqu8Q  as 
to  the  express  right ;  but,  upon  the  trial  of  a  con^ 
tested  election  in  1730,  the  counsel  on  both  sides 
agreed  to  the  folio  wing  statement  of  the  right  being: 
^^  in  the  niayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgesses  in- 
habiting in  the  borough,  and  in  persons  seized  of 
freeholds  within  the  borough,  and  not  receiving 

alm<." 

NuMB^il  OF  YOTRES. — Th^pumberf  haye  been 
as  low  as  S(X)»  and  as  high  as  9000;  but  as  th^y, 
are  now  the  property  of  an  individuaU  their  decin 
sion  is  entirely  at  his  pleasure. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor, 

Proprietor — Sir  George  Frederic  Johnstone.. 

Id  the  pension  list  published  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  is  inserted  the  following  paragraph: 

''  Weymouth. — Sir  Winsten  Churchil,  now  one 
"  of  the  clerks  of  the  green-cloth,  proffered  his. 
'*  own  daughter  to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  has  got: 
^^  in  boon  £  1 0,000 :  has  published  a  print  thai  tb^ 
*'  king  may  raise  money  without  parliament.'' 


POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis  have  been 
subject  to  continual  contests  and  petit iooa  from 
1804  till  the  present  day.  A  committee  was  ap-* 
pointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  John 
Arbuthnot,  esq.,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1804, 
against  the  return  of  Sir  James  Pulteney,  barl«, 
Mr,  Steward,  Mr.  Ganhshore,  and  Air.  Adam^u 
Thf  case  of  the  petitioner  consisted  almost  eptiifely 
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in 'a  chargeofoccasionality  against  the  freeholders 
who  voted  for  the  sitting  members.  The  counsel 
for  the  latter,  remarking  that  there  had  never  yet 
been  any  resolution  as  to  the  right  oF  election  in 
this  borough  adopted  by  the  bouse,  delivered  in  a 
statement  of  a  particular  right  for  which  they 
meant  to  contend,  in  the  following  words.  ^'  That 
U  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  capital 
burgesses  inhabiting  within  the  borough ;  and  in 
persons  seized  of  entire  freeholds  within  the  said 
borough ;  whether  by  descent^  devise^  or  purchase^ 
and  not  split  or  divided^  unless  split  by  de9ceni 
or  devise;  and  not  receiving  alms. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioner  delivered  in  a 
statement  of  the  right  in  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment in  17i^0j  as  stated  above. 
'  The  committee  determined  in  favour  of  the  state- 
ment  delivered  in  by  the  petitioner. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  determination,  two 
hundred  freeholds  were  immediately  split  into  two 
thousand.  Freeholders  of  Weymouth  were  to  be 
found  in  London,  and  in  almost  all  the  towns  and 
villages  to  the  land's-end  in  Cornwall,  and  in  the 
islandsof  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  whence  many  hun- 
dred were  afterwards  brought  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense to  vote  at  every  election  for  this  borough. 
Some  even  voted  for  the  thirteen  hundredth  part  of 
a  sixpenny  freehold.  Upon  the  death  of  Sir  John 
Johnstone,  fatherof  the  present  infant  proprietor, 
no  less  than  twelve  hundred  freeholds,  created  for 
occasional  voting,  and  made  for  the  joint  lives  of 
Sir  John  Johnstone,  and  the  freeholder,  became 
extinct ;  and  it  cost  more  than  ten  thousand  pounds 
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to  renew  the  parchments  for  creating  a  new  set  of 
surreptitious  voters,  who  are  made  for  the  joint 
lives  of  Mr.  Ure,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  estate 
of  Sir  John  Frederic  Johnstone,  and  the  nominal 
freeholder. 

The  reader  may,  perhaps,  be  surprised  that  so 
many  persons  can  be  found  to  answer  such  a  time-' 
serving  and  corrupt  purpose  ;  but  such  is  the  state 
of  political  morality  in  this  country,  that  we  have 
seen  numbers  make  interest  amongst  the  attorneys 
employed  for  the  purpose,  to  get  their  names  in- 
serted in  the  deeds,  that  they  may  partake  of  the 
drunkenness  and  entertainments  that  are  going  on 
upon  these  occasions. 

William  Williams,  esq.,  and  John  Arbuthnot, 
esq.,  petitioned  against  the  return  of  the  late  Sir 
James  Pulteney  and  others,  which  was  tried  by  a 
committee,  who  reported  to  the  House,  January 
S6,  1807,  that  the  sitting  members  wete  duly 
elected,  and  that  the  petition  was  not  frivolous  or 
vexatious. 

In  1813,  the  election  of  Sir  John  Murray,  bart., 
the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Wallace,  John  Broad- 
hurst,  esq.,  and  Henry  Trail,  esq.,  was  declared 
void,  on  proof  of  bribery  and  treating,  as  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  last  three  members.  Sir  John  Murray 
being  art  the  time  out  of  the  kingdom ;  and  a  new 
writ  having  been  ordered,  three  other  members 
were  returned  in  their  room  the  15th  of  June, 
1814. 

In  the  hearing  of  the  above  petition  it  appeared, 
that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  a  peer  of  the  realm, 
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had  interfered  in  the  election,  in  violation  of  ihe 
standing  orders  of  the  House,  a  motion  to  that 
effect  was  made  in  the  House  against  bis  Royal 
Highness,  but  negatived  by  the  previous  question. 
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BniDPORT  is  a  borough  and  market-town  in  ilie 
hundred  of  Beaminster,  Dorset,  situated  between 
two  branches  of  the  river  Brit,  which  join  below 
the  town,  and  fall  into  the  sea.  The  town  consists 
of  three  spacious  streets  ;  some  of  the  houses  being 
built  of  stone  and  some  of  brick.  The  East,  West, 
and  South  streets  are  in  the  form  of  a  T,  having 
several  bact  lanes  or  passages.  Its  chief  manu- 
facture is  in  twine,  sail-cloth,  and  hats :  for  the 
two  former,  it  was  so  noted  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.  that  it  was  enacted,  that  alt  the  cordage,  &c. 
for  the  navy,  for  a  limited  time,  should  be  made 
here  or  within  five  miles,  and  nowhere  else;  which 
act  was  confirmed  for  near  sixty  years.  This  town 
is  a  great  thoroughfare  to  the  west  of  England, 
which  causes  its  principal  trade.  It  has  two  mar- 
ket-days, on  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  which  are 
well  supplied  with  fresh  meat,  and  its  fairs  are 
Old  Lady-day,  Holy  Thursday,and  Old  Midiael- 
mas-day.  It  is  nine  miles  from  Lyme  Regis,  six 
from  Beaminster,  and  i3-ti  from  London;  contain- 
ing 3S7  houses  and  3,117  inhabitants,  of  whom 
3,006  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade 
and  manntacture. 
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Whether  this  place  was  a  borough  at  the  tiolef 
of  the  general  survey  does  not  appear,  but  it  cer« 
tainly  was  one  in  Kinp  Henry  the  Third's  tinoe, 
being  made  so  in  the  S7th  of  his  reign.  It  has  re-^ 
turned  members  to  Parliament  since  the  S3d  of 
Edward  I. 

Petitions,  Ac.  Feb.  9,  157^.  A  motion  was 
made  that  John  Lord  Russell,  son  and  heir  ap-< 
parent  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  whether,  being  a 
peer's  eldest  son,  he  should  sit  for  this  borough  i 
and  it  was  ordered  he  should  continue,  according 
to  a  former  precedent  of  the  present  earf. 

N.  B.  The  said  earl  was  the  first  inston<5e  of  a 
peer's  eldest  son  sitting  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. See  Journal,  20th  January,  3rd  of  Edwtfrd 
theSixth* 

Feb»  17,  1635.  A  petition  concerning  a  corrupt 
election  for  this  borough  in  the  choice  of  Sir  Lewis 
Dyve. 

No  determination. 

April  10,  1698.  A  petition  from  Bridport  about 
the  election. 

—  19.  Resolved  i  *•  That  the  commonalty  in 
general  of  the  borough  of  Bridport,  in  com.  Dorset, 
ought  to  have  votfs  ia  the  election  of  burgesses 
for  Parliament/' 

Resolved  :  **  That  it  is  a  void  election  in  respect 
of  the  want  of  warning  to  the  commonalty.*' 

Feb.  19,  1677.  Sir  Thomas  Meares  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  touching  the 
election  for  this  borough. 

c  c  9 
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Resolved :  ^'  That  George  Bowerman,  esq.*  is 
duly  elected." 

March  S4,  1680.  A  petition  of  Sir  Robert  Hen- 
ley, hart.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

May  93,  1685.  A  petition  of  John  Mitchdl 
and  Richard  Broderick,  esqrs.,  against  the  undue 
return  of  Hugh  Hodges  and  Thomas  Cb^ffe,  esqrs. 

No  report  appears. 

March  34,  1689.  A  petition  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  and  electors  of  this  borough  against 
the  return  of  John  Mitchell  and  Stephen  Evans, 
esq. 

A  petition  of  John  Manley,  sen.  esq.,  against 
thie  same  return^ 

Resolved :  ^'  That  the  sitting  members  weie 
duly  elected." 

Dec.  5,  1695.  A  petition  of  Major  Jphn  Man- 
ley  against  the  return  of  Nicholas  Gary,  esq. 

No  report  appears. 

March  31,  171^.  A  petition  of  Peter  Walter, 
rsq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Strangeways,  esq. 
and  touching  the  right  of  election  for  this  borough, 
representing  that  the  bailiffs  admitted  disqualified 
votes,  also  several  who  received  common  alms,  and 
rejected  the  votes  of  Quakers. 

May  6.  Resolved:  "  That  the  right  of  election 
is  in  all  the  Inhabitants,  not  receiving  alms.'' 

May  10.  Resolved:  '^  That  John  Strangeways> 
esq.  is  not  duly  elected." 

''  That  Peter  Walter,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  for  this  borough.'* 

Oct.  lb,  1722.    A  petition  of  Williana  Bragg, 
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against  the  return  of  Sir  Dewey  Bulkely,  knt. 
and  Peter  Walters,  esq. 

No  determination. 

17*7.  A  petition  of  Alexander  Pitfield  and 
Solomon  Ashley,  esq. :  the  latter  renewed  his  pe- 
tition sessions  3  and  3,  and  afterwards  withdrew  it. 

Pari.  9.  Several  electors,  petitioners,  withdrew 
their  petitions. 

Pari.  19.  Robert  Haldane  and  William  Lee, 
esqrs.,  petitioned,  but  withdrew  their  petition. 

Pari.  16.   John  Petit  Andrews,  esq.  petitioned. 

Pari.  18.  Thomas  Burgess,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  the  return  of  Charles  Sturt,  esq.^  he  not 
being  possessed  of  estate  sufficient  to  entitle  him 
to  a  sdsit  in  Parliament;  but  the  petitioner  dying 
before  the  merits  of  the  case  were  heardf  the  pe- 
tition was  discharged,  Nov.  SO,  1796. 

CORPORATION. 

It  was  incorporated  by  Henry  VIII.,  and  after- 
wards by  Elizabeth.  By  a  charter  of  James  I., 
two  bailiffs  were  to  be  chosen  annually  by. the 
capital  burgesses,  who  were  to  be  fifteen  in  num- 
ber, including  the  two  bailiffs ;  and  the  corpora- 
tion was  empowered  to  choose  a  recorder  and 
town-clerk,  who,  with  the  bailiffs  in  office,  and 
the  two  preceding  bailiffs,  were  to  be  justices  of 
the  peace.  By  this  charter,  the  corporation  were 
allowed  to  build  a  prison,  to  have  a  common  seal, 
and  to  hold  lands  and  tenements.  The  bailiffs 
were  to  have  all  fines,  to  have  two  sergeants  to 
carry  maces  before  them,  with  other  privil^es. 
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RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

March  9,  1769.  Resolved:  /'  That  the  words 
p^ffimonaAjf  in  §r4ntr4tl  elitend  only  to  Inhabitants 
paying  scot  aod  lot. 

In  the  Poole  case«  the  same  words  have  fiMir 
times  been  determined  to  extefid  to  the  oHypara-^ 
tion  only. 

NUMBEE  OP  yOTBEd-^950. 

Retuening  officees — 'the  two  Bailiffs* 
Pateon. — Mr.  StUrtof  Cricbelli  and  of  Brown- 
fea  Castle,  one  member. 

POLITICAL    CHAEACTSE. 

This  borough,  like  all  others,  has  a  stated  price, 
which  the  voters  call  their  birth-right;  aevMd 
candidates  left  them  at  the  last  election,  in  odd* 
sequence  of  their  demanding  payment  beforehand. 
It  is  not  completely  under  the  control  of  a  patron 
even  as  to  one  member,  but  the  borough  has  for 
many  years  manifested  such  a  partiality  to  the  &• 
mily  of  Mr.  Sturt,  that  they  generally  return  one 
of  his  nomination. 

A  vacancy  happening  in  the  year  1776j  and 
Mr.  Sturt  not  sending  a  candidate  so  soon  as 
they  too  anxiously  expected,  some  of  the  leadii^ 
men  of  the  borough  waited  on  the  Hon.  Mr.  Carey, 
who  was  then  at  Briclport  upon  a  recruiting  party, 
and  persuaded  him  to  become  their  candidate ; 
but,  lest  he  should  not  be  qualified  fotthe  arduous 
task  to  which  they  meant  to  appoio^  him,  they 
took  him  to  the  parson  of  the  parish  for  examina- 
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tion.  Having  asked  him  a  few  questions  in  Ho' 
r^ce,  and  findiag  he  answered  them  as  a  scholar^ 
he  was  declared  duly  qualified.  He  was  then 
/cbosen  for  the  borough,  which  he  actually  conti- 
nued to  tepresent  until  the  year  1780. 


SHAFTESBURY. 

Shaftesbury,  a  borough  and  market^toWn 
consisting  of  three  parishes,  in  the  hundred  of 
Redland,  and  division  of  Sherbom,  Dorset,  situ- 
ated on  a  high  hill,  10  miles  from  Blandford,  and 
101  from  London;  containing  SOS  houses  and 
S,169  inhabitants,  viz.  86d  males  and  1,^96  fe- 
inales,  of  Whom  396  were  chiefly  employed  in 
trades.  The  houses  are  tolerably  well  built.  There 
is  a  neat  town-hall,  in  which  the  quarter-sessions 
iu«  held.  Water  is  so  scarce  here,  that  the  inha- 
bitants used  to  be  supplied  with  it  from  Melcomb, 
and  the  grant  for  fetching  their  water  from  that 
village  was  for  an  acknowledgment  of  a  singular 
kind :  on  the  Monday  before  Holy  Thursday, 
the  corporation  went  in  procession,  having  a  large 
quantity  of  plate  carried  before  them,  called  a  prize 
besom,  (similar  to  the  Liondon  garland  on  May- 
<^yO  dressed  with  flowers  and  peacocks'  feathers. 
When  the  procession  arrived  at  the  manor-house, 
the  whole  was  presented,  together  with  a  calf's 
head  and  a  pair  of  gloves,  to  the  lord  or  his  steward, 
who  received  it  with  great  formality,  and  distri>- 
buted  bread  and  beer  to  the  populace,  after  which 
the  plate  was  again  delivered  to  the  mayor,  who 


392  COUNTIES,  CITIES^  AND  BOROUGHS. 

returned  with  it  in  procession  to  the  town.  In  the 
reign  of  George  L,  a  Mr.  Benson,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  presented  the  town  with  en- 
gines, by  means  of  which  the  water  was  raised  900 
feet  perpendicular,  and  conveyed  to  a  large  cistern 
in  the  middle  of  the  town,  from  a  distance  of  two 
miles ;  yet  even  this  is  laid  aside,  and  there  are 
several  large  reservoirs  dug  to  preserve  the  rain 
water,  and  the  poor  get  their  living  by  supplying 
(he  town  therefrom. 

• 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

Willis,  vol.  This  borough  has  been  represented  in  Parlia- 
'^*'*'    ment  since  the  23d  of  Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  19,  1678.  A  petition 
of  Sir  Matthew  Andrews,  knt.,  complaining  of  an 
undue  return  of  Mr.  Whitacre. 

No  determination. 

June  1,  1685.  A  petition  of  the  burgesses  and 
inhabitants  of  this  borough. 

Petition  rejected. 

June  2.  A  petition  of  Sir  Matthew  Andrews, 
knt.,  touching  the  election  of  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  2G,  1695.  A  petition  of  several  inhabit- 
ants of  this  borough  against  the  return  of  Edward 
Nicholas,  esq.,  through  the  partiality  of  the  mayor, 
whereby  Sir  Matthew  Andrews  was  illegally  omit- 
ted to  be  returned. 

Feb.  29,  1696.  Resolved  :  ''  That  the  right  of 
electing  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Shaftesbury  is  not  only  in  the  mayor 
^nd  burgesses  of  the  said  borough/- 
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Secondly,  Resolved:  "  That  the  right  of  elect- 
ing members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said 
borough  of  Shaftesbury,  is  only  in  the  inliahitants 
of  the  said  borough  paying  scot  and  lot.'* 

And  further.  Resolved :  "  That  Sir  Matthew 
Andrews  is  duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  bo- 
rough.*' 

*^  That  Edward  Nicholas,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a 
bui^ess  for  this  borough:"  which  resolutions  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

March  o,  I7I3.  A  petition  of  William  Benson 
and  John  Still,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  Ed- 
ward Nicholas  and  Henry  Whi taker,  esqrs. 

No  determination. 

March  36,  171^*  A  petition  of  William  Benson 
and  Henry  Andrews,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Edward  Nicholas  and  Samuel  Rush,  esqrs. 

April  6.  Resolved  :  "  That  Edward  Nicholas, 
Samuel  Rush,  and  Henry  Andrews,  esqrs.,  are 
not  duly  elected." 

Resolved :  *^  That  William  Benson,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough:'* 
and,  Ordered  :  "  That  the  clerk  of  the  crown  do 
attend,  to  amend  the  said  return,  by  erasing  out 
the  names  of  Edward  Nicholas,  and  Samuel  Rush, 
and  Henry  Andrews,  esqrs.,  and  inserting  the 
name  of  William  Benson,  esq.,  as  being  the  only 
burgess  duly  elected." 

June  2.  A  petition  of  William  Hearst,  esq,, 
against  the  return  of  Edward  Nicholas,  esq.,  by 
means  of  bribery  and  other  indirect  practices,  and 
influencing  the  mayor  of  the  said  borough  to  admit 
|[nany  improper  votes. 

No  determination. 
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March  S^  1716.  A  petition  of  William  Hearst, 
tBq.f  in  substance  the  tame  as  the  former. 

Resolved :  *^  That  Edward  Nicholas,  esq.  is 
duly  elected :"  which  was^greed  to  by  the  House. 

Dec.  S,  1716.  A  petition  of  Sir  £dward  Des 
£ov)erie,  hart.,  against  the  return  of  William  Ben- 
son, esq.)  through  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  tlie 
mayor  of  this  borough. 

A  petition  of  several  inhabitants,  pajiflg  scot 
and  lot,  and  electors  of  this  borough,  to  the  samp 
effect. 

Resolved  :  ^'  That  William  Benson,  esq.,  is. not 
duly  elected." 

Resolved :  '*  That  Sir  Edward  Des  Boverie  is 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough :''  which 
resolutions  being  read  twice,  were  agreed  to  by 
the  House ;  and. 

Ordered :  ^^  That  he,  Mr.  David  Boomer,  the 
mayor  of  this  borough,  being  guilty  of  arbitrary 
and  illegal  practices  at  the  late  election,  be  tak^i 
into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms.'' 

Oct.  18,  1722.  A  petition  of  Charles  Withus 
and  Clement  Wearg,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Sir  Edward  Des  Boverie,  bart.,  and  Edward  Ni- 
cholas, esq.,  by  means  of  undue  practices  on  the 
part  of  the  mayor  of  the  said  borough,  in  admitting 
illegal,  and  refusing  legal  votes. 

No  determination. 

A  petition  of  William  Bennet,  and  others,  bur- 
gesses of  this  borough,  against  the  same  return, 
charging  the  said  parties  with  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion. 

27th«    The  petition  was  withdrawn. 
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Jan.  14,  1793.  A  petition  of  Charles  Withus, 
esq.,  in  substance  the  same  with  the  former. 

No  determination. 

Pari.  8,  Thomas  Drury,  esq.,  petitioned  against 
Philip  Bennet,  esq.,  on  his  being  re-elected. 

Pari.  10.  Eraser  Honejwood,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  Mr.  Beckford. 

Pari.  14.  Hans  Winth.  Mortimer,  esq.,  peti- 
tioned. The  committee  not  only  found  him  duly 
elected,  but  reported  such  notorious  instances  of 
bribery  appearing,  that  the  House  ordered  Messrs. 
Sykes  and  Rumhold  to  be  prosecuted.    . 

Pari.  14.  The  Hon.  Bartholomew  Bouverie 
petitioned  against  Mr.  Rous's  election,  but  the 
committee  found  the  sitting  member  duly  elected. 
February,  1777. 

Pari.  15.  Sir  George  Collier,  knt.,  and  Haas 
Winthorpe  Mortimer,  esq.  petitioned.  The  com- 
mittee, after  a  long  sitting,  found  that  Sir  Thomas 
Rumhold  was  not  duly  elected  ;  that  Sir  Francis 
Sykes,  bart.,  was  duly  elected;  that  Sir  Geoi^ge 
Collier,  knt.,  was  not  duly  elected,  and  that  Hans 
W.  Mortimer,  esq.,  was  duly  elected,  and  ought 
Co  have  been  returned.     April  3,  1781. 

Pari.  16.  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  bart.,  and 
William  Richard  Rumbold,  esq.  petitioned. 

Pari.  17.  Hans  Winth.  Mortimer  and  William 
Bryant,  esqrs.,  petitioned,  renewed  the  3d  and  Sd 
sessions.  The  committee  reported  on  the  1 1th  of 
March,  1793,  thai  the  sitting  members  were  duly 
elected,  and  that  the  petitions  were  not  frivolous 
or  vexatious. 

Imp.  Pari.  2.  James  Dashwood,  esq.,  petitioned 
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against  Mr.  Hurst's  election.  Tried  Feb.  8f  and 
reported  Feb,  10,  1803, by  R.Baldwin,  esq.,  cbaic 
man,  R.  Hurst,  esq.,  is  duly  elected,  and  that  the 
petition  of  James  Dashwood,  esq.,  is  not  friTolous 
or  vexatious. 

Imp.  Pari.  3.    petitioned  against  the 

election  of  Sir  Home  Popham. 

▲  CASE  OF  BRIBERY. 

At  the  general  election  1774,  the  late  Sir  Tho« 
mas  Rumbold,  hart.,  and  the  present  Sir  Francis 
Sykes,  hart.,  being  returned  to  represent  this  bo- 
rough in  Parliament,  a  petition  was  pres^^nted  by 
Hans  Winthor|5e  Mortimer,  esq.,  complaining  that 
the  two  sitting  members,  by  themselves  and  their 
agents,  had  been  guilty  of  many  gross  and  noto«> 
rious  acts  of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  that  the 
returning  officer  had  admitted  persons  not  duly 
qualified  to  vote  for  the  sitting  members,  and  had 
rejected  the  legal  votes  of  others  who  had  tendered 
them  for  the  petitioner. 

EVIDENCE  WAS  GIVEN, 

That  money,  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand 
pounds,  had  been  given  among  the  voters,  in  sums 
of  twenty  guineas  a  man ;  and  the  persons  who 
were  entrusted  with  the  disbursement  of  this  mo- 
ney, and  who  were  chiefly  the  magistrates  of  the 
/o?c?n, devised  very  singular  and  very  absurd  contriv- 
ances,in  hopes  of  being  thusable to  conceal  through 
what  channel  it  was  conveyed  to  the  electors.  A 
person  concealed  under  a  ludicrous  and  fantastical 
disguise,  and  called  by  the  name  of  Punchy  was 
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placed  in  a  small  apartment,  and  through  a  bole 
in  the  door  delivered  to  the  voters  parcels,  con- 
taining twenty  guineas  each:  upon  which  they 
were  conducted  to  another  apartment  in  the  same 
house,  where  they  found  another  person  called 
Punches  secretary^  who  required  them  to  sign  notes 
for  the  value  received:  these  notes  were  made 
payable  to  an  imaginary  character,  to  whom  was 
given  the  name  of  Glenbuckei.  Two  of  the  wit- 
nesses swore  that  they  had  seen  Punch  through 
the  hole  in  the  door,  and  that  they  knew  him  to 
be  Mr.  Matthews,  an  alderman  of  the  town,  and, 
as  the  counsel  for  the  petitioner  had  endeavoured 
to  prove,  an  agent  for  the  sitting  members. 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  proposed 
to  call  Matthews  himself  to  prove  an  alibi; 
but  the  committee  resolved  not  to  admit  the  evi- 
dence. 

On  the  part  of  the  petitioner,  several  witnesses 
were  called  to  prove  declarations  of  voters,  who, 
at  the  poll,  had  taken  the  bribery-oath,  that  they 
had  received  Punch's  money. 

The  whole  of  the  evidence  may  be  seen  in  the 
report,  as  it  was  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

On  Tuesday  the  25th  of  April,  1775,  the  com- 
mittee, by  their  chairman,  (Sir  George  Yongc, 
bart.,)  informed  the  House  that  they  had  deter- 
jnined — 

First,  **  That  the  two  sitting  members  were  not 
duly  elected  ;** 

Secondly,  "  That  Hans  Winthorpe  Mortimer, 
esq.,  the  petitioner,  was  duly  elected,  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned. 
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Sir  George  Yonge  also  reported  from  the  coili^ 
inittee,  that  they  had  come  to  seTeral  resolutioDSf 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
House;  and  he  accordingly  read  the  report  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table^ 
where  the  same  was  read.  The  resolutions  of  the 
committee  were  as  follows  : 

**  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  therd 
was  the  most  notorious  bribery  and  corruption  at 
the  last  election  of  members  to  serve  in  this  present 
Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Shaftesbury,  in  the 
county  of  Dorset." 

*'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the  said  bribery  and  corruption  require  the  most 
serious  consideration  of  Parliament/' 

The  consideration  of  the  report  was  adjourned 
until  Thursday  the  4th  of  May ;  and  an  order 
made,  that  the  Speaker  should  not  issue  his  war* 
rant  for  a  new  writ  for  the  vacant  seat  until  after 
that  day. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  several  parts  of  the  minutes 
of  the  evidt^nce  taken  before  the  committee  being 
read,  both  of  the  resolutions  of  the  committee 
were  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  House;  and 
it  was  ordered,  that  the  Speaker  should  not  issue 
his  warrant  for  a  new  writ  until  the  House  bad 
proceeded  to  take  the  minutes  of  the  examination 
before  the  committee  into  further  consideration. 
Then  passed  the  two  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  *'  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
it  is  too  late  to  proceed  to  take  the  said  minutes 
into  farther  consideration  in  this  session  of  Par* 
liament." 
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Resolved,  unanimously,  ^<  That  it  will  be  highly 
expedient  that  the  House  do  proceed  to  take  tb( 
same  into  consideration  as  early  as  possible  in  the 
next  session  of  ParliamenU'' 

And  it  was  ordered,  ^*  That  it  be  an  instructioa 
to  the  gentlemen  who  are  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  an  act 
made  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
majesty,  entitled,  *  An  act  to  enable  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  issue  bis  warrants  to 
make  out  new  writs  for  the  choice  of  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  in  the  room  of  such  members 
as  shall  die  during  the  recess  of  Parliament,'' 

*<  That  they  do  make  provision  in  the  said  bill, 
that  no  writ  be  issued  for  the  borough  of  Shaftes«i 
bury  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  during  the  next  re- 
cess of  Parliament/' 

That  very  day  leave  had  been  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill,  which  was  afterwards  passed  into  an  act^ 
IS  Geo.  in.,  c.  36 ;  and  it  thereby  provided, 

"  That  if  a  vacancy  happen  forShaftesburyduring 
the  recess,  the  Speaker  shall  not  be  enabled  to 
issue  a  new  writ ;  because  that  might  tend  to 
defeat  those  measures  which  it  may  be  proper  to 
take,  in  consequence  of  the  said  notorious^  bribery 
and  corruption." 

On  the  9d  of  November  following,  which  wa* 
the  8th  day  of  the  ensuing  session,  all  the  resolu* 
tions  of  the  House  relative  to  this  caitse  were  read; 
The  House  then  came  to  a  resolution  that  they 
would,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1776j  take  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  examination  before  the  committee 
into  consideration. 
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^  At  the  same. time  orders  were  made  severally 
that  thirteen  persons  therein  named  should  attend 
the  House  on  that  day. 

And  the  following  order  was  made,  ^^  That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  not  issue  his  warrant  for  the  making 
out  a  new  writ  before  the  1st  day  of  February, 
1776." 

The  above  order  was  afterwards  discharged^  for 
taking  the  same  into  consideration  on  the  I4tb  of 
the  same  month. 

And  a  similar  order  was  made  for  the  attendance 
of  the  witnesses  on  that  day* 

After  a  great  debate,  on  the  appointed  day,  the 
House  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the 
minutes  of  the  examination.     It  was  then 

Resolved,  nemine  contradicente^  ^'  That  it  ap- 
pears to  this  House,  by  the  minutes  of  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  elec- 
tion of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Shaftesbury,  and  which  have  been  laid 
before  this  House,  That  there  was  the  most  noto- 
rious subornation  of  perjury  practised,  and  the 
most  corrupt  and  wilful  perjury  committed  at  the 
last  election  for  members  to  serve  in  Parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Shaftesbury .'* 

A  motion  was  made ;  and  the  question  being 
proposed,  '^  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  from 
the  said  minutes,  that  Francis  Sykes,  esq.,  was  a 
principal  promoter  and  suborner  of  the  said  cor- 
rupt and  wilful  perjury;'* 

A  motion  was  made ;  and  the  question  being 
put,  ^«  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said 
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minutes  be  adjourned  until  this  day  fortnight,  the 
2Sth  day  of  this  instant  February/* 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  ^'That  it  appears  to  this  House,  froni 
the  said  minutes,  that  Francis  Sykes,  esq.,  was  a 
principal  promoter  and  suborner  of  the  said  cor* 
rupt  and  wilful  peijury." 

Resolved,  *^  Thut  it  appears  to  this  House,  from 
the  said  minutes,  that  Thomas  Rumbold,  esq., 
was  a  principal  promoter  and  suborner  of  the  said 
corrupt  and  wilful  perjury/' 

The  same  resolutions  passed  severally  against 
John  Good)  William  Bennet,  William  Armstrong, 
Matthew  Merrefield,  William  Pope,  and  Thomas 
Hannam. 

Ordered,  ^^  That  the  attorAey-general  do  forth- 
with prosecute  the  said  Francis  Sykes,  Thomas 
Rumbold,  John  Good,  William  Bennet,  William 
Armstrong,  Matthew  Merrefield,  William  Pope, 
.and  Thomas  Hannam,  for  the  said  offence." 

Ordered,  ^*  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  disfranchise  and  incapacitate  certain  persons, 
therein  to  be  mentioned,  from  voting  in  elections 
of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  and  for  pre- 
venting bribery  and  corruption  in  the  electionof 
members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Shaftesbury,  in  the  county  of  Dorset;  and  that 
Sir  George  Yonge,  Mr.  Hungerford,  Mr.  W. 
Drake,  jun.,  Mr.  Dashwood,  Mr.  Annesley,  Sir 
George  Robinson,  Mr.  Geo.  V.  Vernon,  Mr.  Abel 
Smith,  Mr.  Asheton  Curzon,  Mr*  Sutton,  Mr. 
Holt,  Sir  Geo.  Duntze,  Sir  Richard  Worsley, 
Lord  Guernsey,  Mr.  Geo.  Clive,  Mr.  Dunning, 

PART  II«    VOL.  I.  D  D 


403  COUNTIES,. tXnE8»  AND  BOROUGHS. 

and  ]VIr.  Sergeaot  Adair,  do  prapare  and  briag  in 
the  same/** 

Feb.  21,  1776.  Sir  Gieorge  Yonge  preaenteda 
biH  of  iocapaicitation,  agreeably  to  the  order  of 
the  14th,  which  wae  received,  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time  on  the  4th  of  March :  and 
in  the  mean  time  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
copies  thereof,  and  of  the  order  for  the  aecond 
reading,  to  be  served  on  the  parties  named  in  it, 
leaving  such  copies  at  the  last  place  of  their  abode 
to  be  deemed  a  good  service. 

FeiK  9Sy  1776.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Rum- 
bold,  esq.»  waa  presented  to  the  House,  pleading 
his  innocence,  and  praying  that  the  House  would 
grant  him  such  relief  as  they  should  think  meet. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  ^*  That  the  order  to 
the  attorney-general  for  prosecuting  Thomas 
Rumbeld,  esq.,  for  the  said  offence  be  discharged." 

After  a  very  warm  debate,  and  the  question 
being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative,  by  169  against 
142. 

A  motion  was  then  made ;  and  the  question 
being  put,  '^  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Rum- 
bokl  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  enquire  into 
facts,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House.^'f 

This  likewise  passed  in  the  negative  by  143 
against  136. 

A  similar  petition  from  Mr.  Sykes  shared  the 
same  fate,  without  a  division. 

March  1.  A  petition  of  one  Charles  Pinhom, 
of  the  borough  of  Shaftesbury,    was    presented, 
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setting  forth,  that  he  was  declared,  by  the  bill  of 
incapacitation  then  depending,  to  be  disabled  from 
voting  at  any  election  for  members  to  serv^  in 
Parliament,  and  alleging  that,  in  th^  report  from 
the  committee,  he  was  not  charged  with  bribery^ 
or  attempting  any  persons  whatsoever,  tie  prayed 
therefore  that  he  might  be  heard  by  his  counsel 
against  that  part  of  the  bill  respecting  him.   ^^   . 

The  same  day  was  presented  another  petition  of 
certain  persons,  on  behalf  of  themselves,  observe 
ing,  that  they  were  disabled  by  the  bill  from  evei' 
voting  for  members ;  that  they  conceived  them<» 
selves  to  be  thereby  greatly  aggrieved ;  and  praying 
that  they  rbighf  be  heard  by  their  counsel  against 
the  bill,  and  that  it  might  not  pass  into  a  law. 

It  was  ordered  that  these  petitions  shoald  be  on 
the  table  until  the  second  reading  of  the  bill;  and 
that  then  the  petitioners,  if  they  should  think  pro*' 
peri  might  be  beard  by  their  counsel  against  it. 

After  several  adjournments  of  the  question,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  bill, 
on  the  ISth  of  March  following,  the  Hon.  George 
Venables  Vernon  being  chairman  ;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Vernon  reported — •"  That  they  had  ex- 
amined several  witnesses,  and  bad  made  some 
progress.'' 

After  some  adjournments,  the  House  again  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee,  on  Friday  the  3d  of 
May,  to  consider  of  the  said  bill. 

And  the  House  continuing,  in  this  manner,  to 
adjourn  to  the  8th  of  the  same  instant,  and  after 
the  proceedings  of  that  day,  relative  to  the  borough 
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of  Hindon,  tlie  order  of  the  House,  lo  proceed  on 
the  incapacitation  bill  tor  Shaftesbury,  was  ordertd 
to  be  discharged. 

As  soon  a«  the  order  for  further  proceeding  wns 
discharged,  it  was  resolved,  as  in  the  case  of  Hin- 
don, That  the  Speaker  shaidil  issue  his  warrants 
for  neva  writs  to  supply  the  vacancies  for  Itoth 
places. 

A  flecond  petition  being  presented  from  Mr. 
Rumbold,  in  the  same  terms  as  the  6rst,  and  a 
similar  one  from  Mr,  Sykes,  the  orders  for  protct 
euting  them  vas  discharged. 

And  the  orders  for  prosecuting  Good,  Bennet, 
Armstrong,  MerreBeld,  Pope,  and  UanDaoi,  were 
aUo  discharged. 

While  these  proceedings  were  depending  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Mortimer,  who  liad  been 
determined  to  be  duly  elected,  brought  actions 
against  Mr.  Sykes  on  the  statute  of  the  Sd  of 
George  M.,  chap.  'i\.  lor  twenty-six  acts  of 
BRIBBRV,  charged  to  have  been  committed  pre* 
vious  to  the  election.  The  causes  were  tried  at 
the  assizes  at  Dorchester,  on  the  97th  of  July. 
1776,  before  Sir  James  Eyre  ;  and  the  plainliff 
had  a  verdict  for  twtaty-tico  peniiltit>s,  aniountiiig 

iO  ELEVEN   TllOt'SANO   POU.VDS. 
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Consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  and  twelve  alder- 
men. 

It  was  a  corporation  by  prescription,  and  hnd  a 
mayor  and  burgesses  before  the  time  of  Elizabeth, 
from  whom  it  had  a  charter,  which  was  confirmed 
by  James  and  Charles  II. 
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RIt>HT  OF  ELKCTIOK. 

Feb.  29»  1695 — is  only  in  the  Inhabitants  pay- 
ing scot  and  lot. 

Number  op  voters — ^350. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Proprietor — John  Dyneley,  esq.,  attorney  at 
law. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

Notwithstanding  the  bribery  case  which  we 
have  given  in  the  Representative  History  of  tbii^ 
borough,  it  is  not  to  be  concluded  that  the  elec^' 
tors  of  Shaftesbury  are  more  corrupt  than  the 
voters  in  all  the  rotten  boroughs.  The  same  sys- 
tem of  bribery,  perjury,  and  their  concomitant 
vices,  pervade  the  whole.  Shaftesbury,  Hindon, 
Shoreham,  Cricklade,  Aylesbury,  and  Ilchester, 
have  had  the  misfortune  of  being  more  exposed  ; 
^nd  why  some  of  these  boroughs  have  had  their 
elective  rights  thrown  open  to  the  adjoining  hun- 
dreds, while  others  have  escaped  that  punishment, 
is  a  matter  of  surprize  to  every  one,  and  can  only 
be  accounted  for  in  this  way :  that  those  which 
have  their  elective  rights  extended  were  open  bo- 
roughs, and  sold  the  representation  to  the  highest 
bidder,  while  those  which  have  escaped  with  im- 
punity are  all  close  boroughs,  and  at  the  dis- 
posal of  an  individual,  who  is  generally  under  the 
influence  of  the  ministry. 

A  majority  of  the  houses  in  this  borough  was  pur- 
chased about  the  year  1774  by  the  late  Hans  Win- 
trop  Mortimer,  esq.,  a  gentleman  who  at  that  time 
possessed  a  fortune  of  six  thousand  pounds  per  an<« 
fium,  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  io  ready  money,  . 
but  his  contests  in  this  borough,  and  the  petitionn 
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and  law-suits  arising  out  of  them,  are  known  to  have 
caused  bis  ruin  ;  and  after  representing  this  place 
in  three  |)Hrliament8,  was  confined  for  some  years 
a  prisoner  for  debt  within  the  walls  of  the  Fleet 
prison. 

Mr.  Bryant,  an  eminent  attorney  in  London, 
about   this  time  had  purchased  one  hundred  and 
ten  houses  more  in  this  town,  which,  added  to 
Mr.   Mortimer's  property,  made  up   nearly    the 
whole  of  the  borough ;  the  rental  of  Mr.  Bryant's 
property  being  about  twelve  hundred  pounds  per 
annum.     Tbe  deranged  state  of  Mr.  Mortiaier's 
affairs  compelled  him  to  make  over  his  estates  to 
trust<^es,  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  wbea  the 
Shaftesbury  purchases  were  sold  for  about  one- 
third  of  their  original  cost.     Mr.  Bryant,  having 
also  executed  a  trust-deed,  in  consequence  of  the 
di$(*ulties  he  laboured  under  from  a  commitment 
of  a  tormer  lord  chancellor,  his  property  in  Shaftes« 
bury  was  put  up  for  sale  under  the  deed,  by  the 
assent  of  one  trustee  only,  and  sold  for  thirteen 
thousand  three  hundred  pounds,  little  more  than 
one-third  of  the  original  purchase,  to  a  person  in 
trust  tor  the  late  Paul  Benfield,  who  was  accused 
by  the  late   Mr.  Burke,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, of  bringing  into  that   House  eigiit  repre- 
sentatives for  the  late  Nabob  of  Arcot  from  four 
of  these  rotten  boroughs.     Mr.   Burke's  expres- 
sion upon  this  occasion  ought  never  to  be  foi^ot- 
ten.     *'  The   Honourable   Gentleman  has   intro- 
duced  ^even  other  spirits  more  evil  than  himself." 

Mr.  Benfield  became  the  purchaser  of  Mr.  Mor- 
timer's property  also  ;  and  from  this  period  to  the 
time  of  his  bankruptcy  retiu*ned  the  twp  m^pabera 
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for  this  boroughi  but  never  \rithoQt  oppoaitioa. 
At  the  general  election  in  1796,  the  numbers  on 
the  poll  were, 

For  Paul  Benfieldi  esq 334 

Walter  Boyd,  esq 190 

James  Milnes,  esq 143 

William  Dawson,  esq. ......  I0<5 

He  was  afterwards  opposed  at  the  ensuing  ge- 
neral election  by  Mr.  Mortimer  and  Mr.  Bryant, 
but  without  success. 

Upon  the  bankruptcy  of  Benfieid,  Boyd,  and 
Co.,  Sir  Mark  Wood  became  the  purchaser  of 
this  borough  ;  but  Mr.  Bryant's  share  of  it  being 
Still  undec  litigation,  and  not  more  than  about  six 
thousand  pounds  of  the  purchase-money  being  yet 
paid,  and  Sir  Mark  Wood  having  offended  the 
town  by  the  manner  in  which  he  treated  the  in- 
habitants, though  he  possessed  nearly  all  the 
houses,  Mr.  Richard  Messiter,  an  eminent  attorney 
of  the  borough^  proposed  £dward  Loveden  Love- 
den,  esq.,  formerly  member  for  Abingdon;  and  Mr. 
Bryant  united  with  him  Robert  Hursts  esq.,  the 
present  member  for  Horsham.  At  the  close  of  the 
poll.  Sir  Mark  Wood  was  defeated  by  a  majority 
of  nearly  two  to  one,  the  numbers  being, 

Mr.  Loveden 311 

Mr.  Hurst SOS 

Sir  Mark  Wood 109 

Mr.  Dashwood  ........  106 

This  happened  at  the  general  election  in  1809: 
from  that  period  to  the  last  gen  ral  ^leotion  in 
1813,  there  has  been  continual  contests  between 
Sir  Mark  Wood  and  the  original  ownera  of  the  bo- 
^rough^  .   . 
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.  Sir  Mark  Wood,  on  the  8tb  of  February^  1808, 
agreed  to  sell  to  Sir  John  Nicholl  and  his  nephew, 
Robert  Peter  Dynely,  esq.,  the  whole  of  his  estate 
in  the  borough  of  Shaftesbury  for  50,000/.,  10,000 
of  which  was  to  be  immediately  paid;  and  to  pre* 
elude  any  difference  between  the  parties.  Sir  John 
Nicholl  and  Mr.  Dynely  were  to  take  it  upon  the 
aame  title  that  Sir  Mark  Wood  held  the  estates 
by;  but  this  purchase  is  not  completed,  and  is 
atill  in  litigation. 

.  :  Sir  John  Nicholl  has  since  got  exonerated  from 
his  share  of  the  purchase ;  and  R.  P.  Dynely,  esq., 
having  died  since  the  agreement  was  made,  his 
brother,  John  Dynely,  esq.,  is  become  his  repre- 
sentative. 

In  1819,  Mr.  Messiter  proposed  Richard  Bate- 
*  man  Robson,  esq.,  and  Hudson  Gurney,  of  Nor- 

wich,  esq.,.  Mr.  Dynely,  who  had  purchased  the 
borough  o(  Sir  Mark  Wood,  nominated  Charles 
Wetherell,  esq.,  and  Edward  Kerrison,  esq.  The 
two  former  were  successful  by  a  small  majority, 
and  returned  accordingly,  but  the  two  latter  were 
seated  upon  petition,  by  admitting  several  names 
to  be  added  to  the  poll  of  Wetherell  and  Kerrison 
who  had  not  paid  the  last  poor-rate,  by  which  the 
poll  was  taken,  and  had  been  refused  by  the  re- 
turning officer  on  that  account. 

This  decision  is  at  variance  with  a  similar  ques- 
tion which  arose  in  the  Seaford  case,  and  all  others 
we  have  met  with,  except  in  one  solitary  instance. 

Mr.  Johh  Dynely  having  agreed  to  purchase 
Mr.  Messiter's  interest,  the  contest  between  the 
two  attorneys  is  at  present  at  an  end. 

The  price  of  votes  in  this  borough  is  still  tai 
guineas  each. 
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CORFE  CASTLE. 

'  CoRPE  Castle,  a  borough  and  market-town 
Vn  the  hundred  of  Hasilor,  division  of  Blandford, 
Dorset,  18  miles  from  Poole,  and  190}  from  Lon- 
don ;  containing  969  houses  and  1,344  inhabitants, 
of  whom  740  were  returned  as  being  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  trade  and  manufacture,  mostly  in  that  of 
clay,  which  is  used  for  the  potteries  in  Stafford- 
Bbire«  and  in  working  stone  quarries.  By  ah  enu- 
meration taken  in  1790,  it  appears  to  have  in- 
creased since  t^at  time  by  95  persons. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

Corfe  Castle  is  within  the  Isle  of  Purbeck  ; 
when  it  became  a  borough  is  uncertaiii,  but  we 
Jearn  from  history,  that  it  had  very  great  privi- 
leges, for  those  who  had  been  mayors  were  called 
bdrons.  At  present  the  mayor  for  the  time  being, 
and  of  the  preceding  year,  are  justices  of  the  peaces 
It  never  sent  members  to  Parliament  before  the 
14th  of  Elizabeth,  who  granted  it  this  privilege  by 
charter. 

We  must  not  omit  a  small  specimen  of  an  una- 
nimous election,  which  seems  to  be  of  an  extraor- 
dinary nature,  as  follows : 

**  To  the  right  worshipful  our  assured 
^^  frinde  Sir  John  Hoherty  knight^  give 
*'  these ^  London. 

'^  Right  worshipful  and  our  undoubted  kinde 
*^  frindey  we  the  maior  and  barons  of  the  borough 
^*of  Corff^CastUi  within  the  isle  of  Purbeck  in 
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^'  the  county  of  Dorset^  salute  you  in  Chriit. 
Forasmuch  as  at  the  request  of  the  right  wot-* 
shipful  Sir  Ed.  Coke^  knight^  his  Majesties  aU 
^^  torney- general^  we  have  elected^  and  nominated 
^^  you  to  be  one  of  the  burgesses  of  our  said  bo* 
^^  ro^igK  for  the  service  of  his  Me^esties  meet 
^^  hi^h  courts  of  parliament^  e^nd  for  the  other 
^'  have  chosen  and  elected  this  honest  and  kinde 
**  gentleman  Mr  Edward  Darkham^  this  bearer, 
^^  a  man  of  sufficient  ability  and  livelihood.  Our 
^^  request  therefore  unto  your  worshipp  is^  that  you 
^^  would  be  well  pleased  to  affoord  him  your  kinde 
^^  assistance  in  furtheringe  any  suck  motion^ 
^^  as  might  be  thought  beneficiallt  assd  for  the 
^'  goode  of  our  towne^  as  also  in  movinge  Sir  Ed'^ 
*^  ward  Coke^  that  by  his  good  counsel  and  diree* 
^^  tion.  a  graunte  from  his  excellente  Mdjestie  nuuf 
^^  (^f  possible)  be  hady  for  the  corroboration  and 
^*  confirmation  of  the  auntient  liberties  of  our  bo^ 
^^  ro  ighy  which  we  hold  by  Charter ;  wherein  if  you 
^^  voKchi^afe  to  manifest  your  love  to  our  poore  cor* 
^^  poration^  we  shall  have  no  cause  at  aU  to  repent 
^'  us  of  our  choice  in  electing  you^  but  gratefully 
^'  to  accept  the  same^  and  rest  ever  readie,  to  the 
^^  uitniost  of  our  powers^  in  what  we  may^  to  make 
'^  requital  as  occasion  shall  be  ministered.  Thus 
^^  com mendinge  your  self  and  your  serious  affairs^ 
^^  to  the  blessinge  of  the  Almightie^  doe  mosthum^ 
*^  blie  take  ^ur  leaves ^ 

''  Corcf-Castell,  the  xthofMarck^  1603, 
^^  Your  worshipps  unknowncy 
^'  yet  kinde  poore  frif ides ^ 
'^  John  Miller,  Maior. 

^^  Anthony  Poi«liiig. 
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"  Williams  BaowNE. 
"  Robert  Abbott. 
^'  Robert  Dollino. 
"  Robert  Codd." 
This  letter  is  an  instance  of  persons  in  high 
stations  intermeddling  in  the  elections  of  membafs 
to  serve  in  Parliament^  which   has  always  been 
looked  upon  as  destructive  to  the  fresbom  of 
election. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  19,  1678.  A  petition 
of  Sir  Nathaniel  Nappier,  knt.,  against  the  return 
of  Per^rine,  Viscount  Dumbiain. 

The  question  was,  whether  the  right  of  election 
was  in  the  freeholders  of  lands  or  houses  in  the 
said  borough,  paying  scot  and  lot,  or  in  all  the 
householders  generally,  and  whether  the  peti« 
tioner  or  sitting  member  had  the  majority**-* 
when  it  appeared,  that  the  mayor,  being  doubtful 
of  the  right  of  election,  was  informed  by  the  ba* 
rons,  that  all  freeholders  paying  scot  and  lot  had 
the  right. 

Resolved :  ^'  That  Peregrine,  Viscount  Dum- 
biain is  not  duly  elected  ;"  and 

^^  That  Sir  Nathaniel  Nappier  is  duly  elected 
for  this  borough  ;*  to  which  the  House  agreed, 
and 

Ordered :  '^  That  Edward  Dackcombe,  mayor 
of  this  borough,  be  sent  for  in  custody  ot  the  ser- 
geant at  arms,  to  answer  his  misconduct  in  his  re- 
turn for  this  borough/* 

Dec.  1*^,  l69S.  A  petition  of  Richard  Fouues, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  William  CuUiford,  esq., 
by  means  of  illegal  practices. 
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A  petition  of  Edward  Clavell,  esq.,  agaVnst  the 
return  of  John  Banks,  esq.,  by  means  of  several 
conveyances,  multiplied  votes,  contrary  to  a  late 
act  of  parliament. 

'   Resolved:     ^^  That  John  Banks,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess  for  this  boroug^.''. 

•«  That  William  CuUiford  rs  not  duly  elected  ;*' 
and  ordered  a  new  writ  in  his  room. 

**  That  Richai:d  Founes,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elect- 
ed.^* 

Nov.  16.  A  petition  of  William  Culliford,  esq., 
shewing,  that  he  with  Richard  Founes,  esq.,  were 
again  candidates ;  but,  by  the  arbitrary  conduct  of 
Henry  Dackombe,  the  mayor,  in  refusing  to  re- 
ceive votes  for  the  petitioner,  but  openly  declaring 
himself  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fownes,  did  improperly 
return  the  said  Mr.  Fownes. 

A  petition  of  several  magistrates,  burgesses,  and 
inhabitants  of  this  borough,  complaining  to  the 
same  effect. 

Resolved,  "  That  Richard  Fownes,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough ;"  which,  on 
the  second  reading,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Jan.  6,  1701.  A  petition  of  divers  electors  and 
-others  of  this  borough  against  the  mayor  of  this 
borough,  in  returning  Richard  Fownes  and  John 
Banks,  esq.,  without  giving  due  notice  of  the  time 
•of  election. 

No  determination. 

March  30,  171^.  A  petition  of  John  Banks 
and  Richard  Fownes,  esqrs.  against  the  retura  of 
Dennis  Bond  and  William  Oakden,  esqrs. 

Petition  withdrawn. 
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Dec.  10,  1718.  A  petition  of  Joshua  Churchill, 
€sq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Banks,  esq. 

Dec.  11,  1718.  A  petition  of  John  Banks,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Joshua  Churchill,  esq. 

Resolved  :  '^  That  John  Banks,  esq.  is  not  duly 
elected." 

^^  That  Joshua  Churchill  is  duly  elected  a  bur- 
gess to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  this 
borough." 

'^  That  it  appears  that  John  Benfield,  mayor  of 
this  borough,  is  guilty  of  divers  arbitrary  and  ille- 
gal practices  in  the  late  election,  and  of  a  contempt 
in  not  obeying  an  order  of  the  committee  for  pro- 
ducing the  charters  of  the  said  borough  in  his  cus* 
tody." 

^'  That  William  Dowdall,  latemayor  of  thisbo^ 
rough,  is  guilty  of  the  same  contempt;"  which 
resolutions  being  read  twice,  were  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  and 

Ordered:  '^  That  Mr.  Benfield  and  Mr.  Dow« 
dall  be  both  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant 


at  arms." 


This  borough  derives  its  name  from  its  castle, 
which  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  by  £dgar, 
whose  second  wife  Elfrida  soon  made  it  famous  for 
the  execrable  murder  of  Edward  the  Martyr,  son  of 
Edgar  by  his  first  wife.  That  young  prince  passing 
one  day,  as  he  was  returning  from  huntings  near 
Corfe  Castle,  where  his  mother-in-law,  Elfrida  re- 
sided, with  her  son  Ethelred,  rode  from  bis  com- 
pany to  pay  her  a  visit.  Elfrida,  being  told  that 
the  king  was  at  the  gate,  ran  to  receive  him,  and 
urged  him  very  earnestly  to  alight,   and  come 
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in  to  refresh  himself:  but,  as  his  design  was  only 
to  pay  his  respects  to  her,  as  he  went  by  her  castle, 
he  would  only  accept  of  a  glass  of  wine.  The 
young  king  had  no  sooner  liHed  it  to  his  mouth, 
than  a  rufiiiiiT,  by  her  order,  stahbcd  him  in  the 
back  with  a  dagger.  Perceiving  himself  wounded, 
he  set  spurs  to  his  horse,  which  soon  carried  him 
out  of  siglit ;  but  not  being  able  to  keep  bis  saddle, 
from  loss  of  blood,  he  fell  from  his  horse;  and  bis 
foot  hanging  in  the  stirrup,  he  was  drag^ged  a  great 
distance  before  his  horse  stopped,  by  the  house  of 
a  poor  blind  woman.  There  the  people  sent  after 
him  by  Elfrida,  and  tracing  him  by  his  blood, 
found  him  dead.  Elfrida,  in  order  to  conceal  this 
horrid  deed,  which  was  only  known  to  her  domes- 
tics, c:iiised  the  regal  corpse  to  be  thrown  into  a 
Well.  Some  lime  after,  Elfrida  made  the  usual 
atonement,  by  founding  two  nunneries,  and  taking 
a  religious  habit. 

This  castle  was  a  place  of  great  consequence 
for  many  eges :  for,  when  Simon  de  Montforf, 
Earl  of  Leicester,  took  Henry  HI.  prisoner,  in  the 
42d  year  of  his  reign,  it  was  one  of  the  three  for- 
tresses which  he  required  to  be  delivered  up  to 
him  ;  and  it  vvas  afterwards  chosen  for  the  prison 
of  King  Edward  II.  It  was  repaired  by  Henry  VH, 
and  was  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Banks,  the  ancestor  of  one  of  the  present  pro- 
prietors of  the  borough,  when  his  lady,  in  the  civil 
Wars,  defended  it  for  Charles  II.,  but  it  was  at 
last  plundered  and  demolished  by  the  parliament 
forces, 
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COmPORATlOlC. 

This  borough  was  incorporated,  as  abore^  by 
Elizabeth,  who  caused  it  to  be  governed  by  a 
mayor  and  eight  burgesses,  called  barons. 

JB.IOHT   OP   JCLECTIOK. 

April  6^  1669*  Appeared  to  be  in  lessors  for 
years  paying  scot  and  lot,  and  also  in  such  persons 
as  had  the  freehold  in  reversion  upon  such  leases 
for  years. 

March  9,  1700.  Appeared  to  be  in  such  per- 
sons as  have  au  estate  of  inheritance,  or  a  lease  for 
years,  determinable  upon  life  or  lives,  paying  scot 
and  lot. 

Jan.  91,  1718.  Appeared  to  be  in  such  persons 
as  are  seLied  in  fee,  in  possession  or  reversion  of 
any  messuage,  tenement,  or  corporeal  heredita-' 
ment,  in  the  borough  ;  and  in  such  persons  as  are 
tenants  for  life  or  lives  }  and  for  want  of  such  free- 
hold in  tenants  for  years,  determinable  upon  lifb 
^>r  lives,  paying  scot  and  lot,  and  in  them  and  in 
no  others* 

NuMBSR  OF  ▼OTERS-'^U  resident,  and  about 
30  non-resident. 

Returning  OFPicER-^the  Mayor. 
Proprietors — Henry  Bankes,  esq.,  and  the 
Right  Hob.  Nathaniel  Bond. 

political  character. 

Thia  borough,  which  now  consists  of  a  few 
thatched  cottages,  is  the  joint  property  of  the 
>Right  Hon.  Nathaniel  Bond,  of  the  Grange,  who 
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was  made  a  lord  of  the  treasury  in  ISOl,  and  aftei 
wards  judge  advocate,  from  which  place  he  aooi 
retired  on  a  pension ;  and  Henry  Bankes,  esq.*  o 
Kingston  Hali,  both  in  this  county. 

Mr.  Calcraft  the  proprietor  of  Wareham,  bai 
some  of  the  freehold  voting  houses  Ln  this  borougli 
which  he  exchanged  with  Mr.  Henry  Bankes  fo 
an  equal  number  of  parchment  vptes  in  his  owi 
borough  of  Wareham :  these  two  close  borough 
being  only  four  miles  asunder. 


WAREHAM. 

Wareham,  a  borough  and  market-town,  con 
sisting  of  three  parishes,  in  the  hundred  of  Win 
frith,  and  division  of  Blandford,  Dorset,  situato 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Frome,  where  it  falls  int 
Poole  harbour,  10  miles  from  Poole,  and  115 
from  London.  It  is  in  a  very  agreeable  situation 
on  a  rising  ground,  declining  gently  to  the  south 
where  it  is  washed  by  the  Frome;  the  Piddle  passe 
it  at  the  north,  and  both  meeting  together,  forms  \ 
bay  on  the  east ;  it  contains  378  houses  and  1,6S] 
inhabitants.  The  town  consists  chiefly  of  fou 
large  open  streets,  intersecting  each  other  at  righ 
angles.  It  formerly  had  seventeen  churches,  now 
reduced  to  three. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  returned  members  to  Parliamen 
the  30th,  33rd,  and  35th  of  Edward  the  First,  am 
6th  and  7th  of  Edward   the  Second,    and  thei 
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made  na  Other  return  till  the  Sd  of  Edward  the 
Third. 

May  16,  I66i:.  '  Sergeant  Cbarieton  reported 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  that 
Robert,  Culliford,  esq.,  ought  to  sit,  to  which  the 
House  agreed. 

March  15,  1690.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Skyn- 
ner,  esq.,  against  the  i^taro  of  William  Okeden, 
esq. 

Oct«  6«  Another  petition  of  the  said  Thomas 
Skynner,  esq.,  to  the  safde  effect. 

Dec.  22.  ttesoived:  '^  That  William  Okodefi 
is  duly  elected  for  this  borough. 

In  17 IS,  there  was  a  double  return  of  John 
Banks  and  Joshua  Churchill,  esqrs.  The  former 
was  found  not  duly  elected. 

Oct.  18,  1722.    A  petition  of  George  Pitt,  eaq^ 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Edward  Ernie* 

No  determination. 

« 

A  petition  of  Christopher  White  and  Roger 
Seward,  esqrs.,  magistrates,  and  several  of  the  bur* 
gesses,  inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  this  borough, 
touching  the  right  of  election,  and  representing 
that  it  had  been  time  out  of  mind,  ^*  in  ail  the  In^ 
^^  hahitanU  paying  svot  and  lot,  and  in^  the  Free^ 
holders  of  the  same;'*  and  that  by  the  arbitrary 
conduct  of  Anthony  Trew,  esq.,  the  mayor  of  this 
borough,  in  admitting  above  300  unquaHiied  votes 
for  Sir  Edward  Erule,  bart.,  did  unconstitutionally 
declare  and  return  the  said  Sir  Edward  and  Joseph 
Gascoigne,  esq .^  as  being  duly  elected;  and  the 
better  to  carry  his  arbitrary  conduct  into  execu- 
tion, and  to  intTToidate  the  petitioners  from  justly 
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n-'prcsentiiig  tlieir  grievances  to  him,  ^ve  orders 
lo  the  sergeani  at  mace  to  read  the  proctamatioii 
agaiiisi  riots  and  unlawful  assemblies,  whereby  the 
pctititioners  were  obliged  to  retire  to  their  respec- 
tive homes. 

No  rcaoliilioti  upon  the  Joiinials. 

Pari.  7.   Henry  Ludlow  Coker,  esq.,  petitioner. 

Pari.  S.  Nathaniel  Gould,  esq.,  petitioner;  re- 
ucwcd  sessions  2,  3.  4. 

The  double  return  made  at  the  general  election 
to  the  I  Ith  Parliament,  of  John  Pitt  and  William 
A.  Pitt,  esqrs.,  was  by  the  House  declared  a  vciid 
election  ;  and  a  new  writ  was  ordered  Dec  I*'. 
175+. 

CORTOnATIOV, 

The  present  charter,  which  was  granted  hy 
Queen  Aime,  places  the  town  nndor  the  govern- 
ment ofa  mayor,  a  recorder,  six  capital  burgesses, 
nnd  twelve  assistants.  Hy  virtue  of  this  establii«li- 
meiit,  tlie  mayor,  rccontcr,  and  preceding  mayor, 
arc  constituted  justTces  ot"  ilie  peace,  and  the  two 
first,  being  of  the  quorum,  are  impowered  to  holt! 
tlieir  own  sessions. 

'I'he  iuliBbilanls  8dy  thiit  Wareham  rose  nut  of 
the  ruins  of  Stourborough,  now  a  village  on  the 
other  side  of  the  I'Vome,  in  the  Isle  of  Purheck, 
nnd  is  reputed  to  he  the  most  ancient  borough  in 
this  county.  It  liad  once  no  less  than  seventeen 
churches,  which  are,  liowtvcr,  now  reduced  lo 
three. 

BICUI  OV  ELECTION. 

Jan.  IJ,  1661.  Resolved  :  "  1  hat  the  right  of 
"  election  for  the  borough  of  Warcham,  in  the 
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*'  county  of  Dorset,  is  id  the  Mayor,  Magistrates, 
^^  and  Freeholders,  and  all  who  pay  scot  and  lot. 

Jan.  19,  1747.  Resolved:  ''That  the  right  of 
'^  election  for  the  borough  of  Wareham,  in  the 
'^  county  of  Dorset,  is  only  in  the  Mayor  and  Ma* 
'^  gistrates  of  the  said  borough,  and  in  such  of  the 
'^  Inhabitants  as  pay  scot  and  lot,  and  in  the  Free* 
''  holders  of  land^  and  tenements  there,  who  have 
V  beep,  bondjide^  to  their  own  use,  in  the  actual 
<^  occupation,  or  in  the  receipt  of  rents  and  profits 
''  of  such  lands  or  tenements^  for  the  space  of  one 

whole  year,  next,  before  the  election,  except  the 

same  come  to  such  freeholders  by  descent, devise, 
''  marriage,  marriage-settlement,  or  promotion  to 
*'  some  benefice  in  the  church.^ 

Number  OF  voters — 120  nominally,  actually 
only  one. 
;.    RETURNING  OFPiCER— <-the  Mayor. 

Froprietoji — John  Calcraft^  esq. 

POLITICAL    character. 

The  honour  of  representing  this  borough  was  for 
a  long  time  contested  between  the  Pitt  family  and 
Mr.  Drax,  of  Charborough,  the  former  of  whom 
were  patrons  of  the  living,  and  possessed  of  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  freeholds ;  the  latter  was  lord 
of  the  manor.  Here  the  modem  system  of  sham 
conveyances  was  practised  in  its  fullest  extent. 
Houses  were  divided  into  many  tenements,  and 
the  whole  market-place  parcelled  out  in  different 
aRotments,  so  that  the  votes  were  multiplied 
without  number.  On  one  occasion  the  contest 
was  so  very   violent,   that  all  the  stamps  ia  the 
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county  were  consumed  iu  the  mock  transfer  of 
property,  of  wbich  a  space  of  grbuiid,  scarcely  af- 
fording room  for  a  grave,  was  frequently  the  sub- 
ject, and  a  further  supply  was  necessary  to  he 
sent  for  from  the  metropolis.  The  expense  of 
contention  increased  with  the  votes,  so  that  the 
fortunes  of  both  parties  appeared  in  danger.  At 
length,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  such 
ruinous  Utigation,  the  two  contendiajif  parties, 
either  by  expiess  agreement,  or  from  an  accidental 
concurrence  of  circumstances,  parted  with  the 
whole  of  their  voting  property  to  one  person.  Mr. 
Calcraft,  the  late  army  agent,  an  account  of  whose 
life  is  given  in  the  ^^  Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Bellamy,'^ 
was  the  fortunate  purchaser,  who  has  transmitted 
hit  interest  to  his  son.  The  inhabitants,  like  so 
many  Russian  peasants,  have  quietly  submitted  to 
the  transfer,  being  incapable  of  breaking  the  fetters 
with  which  a  long  prescription  has  shackled  them! 


COUNTY  OF  DURHAM. 

DerRHAin,  County  op^  commonly  cafled  the 
lliSHOPRic  OF  Durham,  a  county  in  the  north 
of  England,  bounded  on  the  east  by  th<?  Uerman 
Ocenii,  on  ihe  south  by  the  river  Tees,  which  di- 
vides it  from  Yorkshire,  on  the  west  bv  Cumber- 
land  and  VVestniorelond,  and  on  the  north  bv 
Northumberland,  being  3f)  miles  long  and  34  broad, 
containing-about  610,000  acres  of  land,  of  which 
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300,003  are  geoerally  arable,  200,000  pasturage, 
and  about  110,000  waste.    This  county  comprises 
113  parishes,  containing  one  city,   nine  market- 
towns,  about  930  tillages,  and  27, 195  houses,  in- 
habited  by     160,361     inhabitants,    being  74,770 
males  and  85,591  females,  of  whom  25,208  were 
returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manufac- 
ture, and  18,217  in  agriculture.  Durham  sends  four 
members  to  Parilament,  viz.  two  for  the  county 
and  two  fw  the  city.  It  is  divided  into  four  wards, 
viz.  Chester,  Darlington,  Easington,  and  Stockton, 
besides   the  two  districts  called  Noi^amshire  and 
Islandshire.     The  market-towns  are  Darlington, 
Stockton,  Sunderland,  Hartlepool,   Bishop  Auck- 
land,  Barnard  Castle,    Sedgefield,    Wolsingham, 
Staindrop,  and  South  Shields.    Its  principal  rivers 
are  the  Tees,  Wear,  and  Tyne ;  these  and  several 
smaller  streams  abound  with  excellent  trout  and 
salmon.  When  the  Romans  invaded  England,  thi^ 
county  was  inhabited  by  the  Brigantes.     During 
the  Saxon  Heptarchy,  it  formed  part  of  the  kingdom 
of  Northumberland ;  and  when  Christianity  was 
embraced,  the  kings  of  Northumberland,  out  of 
devotion,  gave  this  part  of  their  territory  to  St. 
Cuibbert,  and  his  successors,  bishops  of  Lindis- 
fame,  for  ever ;  which  grant  was  further  confirmed 
by  William  the  Conqueror,  who  also  made  it  a 
county  palatine,  its  bishop  being  invested  with  as 
great  powers  within  his  see,  as  the  king  is  over  the 
rest  of  the  country.     The  chief  traffic  is  in  coals, 
which  it  produces  most  abundantly,  and  has  a 
great  export  at  Sunderland.     The  total  return  of 
income  under  the  property  tax  jbr  the  county  of 
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Durham  in  1806,  was  1,3S0,364/. ;  the  amouDtof 
the  poor  rates  in  lb03,  at  9$.  4Jrf.  in  the  pound, 
was  71,665/. ;  and  the  average  scale  of  mortality 
for  ten  years  appears  to  have  been  to  the  popula- 
tion as  I  to  44i. 

REPUESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  was  a  county  palatine.  Before  the  statute 
of  Henry  the  Eighth,  they  constituted  justices  of 
assize,  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  of  the  peace ; 
they  issued  out  writs,  and  appointed  oflScea  by 
patent,  for  life  or  otherwise,  viz.  receivers  general, 
a  constable  of  the  castle  of  Durham,  a  great  cham- 
berlain and  under  chamberlain,  secretaries,  stew- 
ards,  treasurer  of  the  household,  comptroller,  she- 
riff,  &c.  They  had  several  chaces,  forests,  parks, 
woods,  &c.,  and  appointed  their  respective  oflScers 
and  coroners  in  all  the  wards  or  divisions  of  the 
county  palatine,  within  which  they  were  admirals 
of  the  seas  and  waters,  and  nominated  their  judges^ 
rcgistrar3,  and  commissioners  for  regulating  the  ma- 
nagement of  them,  and  directed  commissions  to 
array  defensible  persons  within  the  said  territory, 
from  sixteen  to  aixiy  years  of  age.  These .  privi- 
leges have  been  thus  exercised,  and  several  are  so 
still. 

The  bishops'  barons,  who  sat  in  their  parliament, 
were  the  prior  of  Durham,  Hilton  of  Hilton,  Co- 
nycrsof  Stockburn,  Bulmerof  Branspath,to  which 
someadd,Surreesseof  Dinsdale,  Hansard  of  Ewen- 
wood,  or,  as  some  say,  Ravensworth. 

At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Lewes,  there  were 
eighty-four  knights  reckoned  in  the  bishop's  liber-? 
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ties ;  and  there  is,  among  the  old  rolls  of  Durhamf> 
an  account  of  the  said  parliaments,  and  subsidies 
granted  them,  with  several  acts  of  their  council, 
which  consisted  of  many  noble  and  prudent  per- 
sons, called  barons,  but  not  always  the  same ;  they 
bad  also  their  great  seal,  &c. 

We  have  been  longer  enumerating  these  parti- 
culars, because  liere  are  no  nobility  to  treat  ofv 
this  county  having  never  given  title  to  any,  it 
being  absolutely  vested  in  the  bishop,  who  is  she- 
riff paramount,  and  appoints  his  deputy,  which 
officer  never  accounts  in  the  Exchequer,  but  make? 
up  his  audit  to  the  bishop. 

It  never  sent  members  to  Parliament  till  the 
dist  of  Charles  the  Second. 

Petitions,  &c.  Jan.  18, 1569.  A  bill  was  pro- 
posed for  levying  fines  in  the  county  palatine  of 
Durham,  and  to  have  two  knights  of  the  shire  sent 
to  Parliament,  but  was  never  put  into  execution. 

July  1 1,  1610.  Sir  Edward  Burgess  moved  the 
northern  counties  might  have  burgesses,  but  no- 
report  appears  thereon. 

April  9i  1614.  Sir  George  Selby,  sheriff  of 
this  county,  being  chosen  a  knight  for  Northum- 
berland, a  question  arose  upon  the  validity  of  the 
election;  and  upon  a  petition  against  him,  the 
House  determined  that  he  was  ineligible. 

May  31.  Lib.  2.  An  act  was  made  for  knights 
and  burgesses  to  have  a  place  in  Parliament  for 
the  county-palatine,  city  of  Durham,  and  borough 
or  town  of  Barnard's  Castell,  alias  Castle  Barnard. 

April  S6,  1691.  Lib.  3.  An  act  was  made  that 
the  county  palatine  of  Durham  shall  have  knights. 
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citizens,  aod  burgesses,  to  serre  in  the  CommoDs 
House  of  Parliament. 

.   May  SI.  Read  three  times  and  passedt  hut  never 
received  the  royal  assent. 

March  «23,  1693.  Lib.  1.  Another  met  (o  the 
same  effect. 

March  35,  1693.  Lib.  9.  Anolhw  met  to  the 
same  effect,  committed  to  Sir  John  Savyle,  Sir 
Henry  Fane,  Mr.  Solicitor,  Sir  Francis  Seymour* 
Mr.  Ravenscroft,  Mr.  Pepper,  Mr.  Waiosford,  Mr. 
Borvvell,Mr.  Lency,Mr.Kirton,  Sir  Clem.  Throck- 
morton, Mr  Louther,  Sir  Jo.  Danvers,  Sir  Thomas 
Went  worth.  Sir  Thomas  Ballasis,  knts.^  hurgesses 
of  Yorkshire,  Northumberland,  Mr.  Lively,  Sir 
Anthony  Forrest,  Mr.  Fetherstone,  kuts.,  hur- 
gesses of  Devon  and  Cornwall,  Secgeaat  Hitcham, 
and  Sir  Henry  Mildmay. — Star  Chamber^  .  . 

May  S,  1694.  Another  act  to  the  same  effect 
as  the  preceding  ones. 

The  bill  was  engrossed,  empowering  the  county 
and  city  of  Durham  to  elect  and  send  knights  and 
burgesses  to  Parliament,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  it  was  read  twice, 
and  committed,  but  no  report  was  ever  made,  nor 
did  it  pass,  nor  is  any  mention  made  of  it  again  till 

Dec.  10,  1667.  Ordered:  ''That  the  bill  for 
electing  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  he  read.'* 

Feb.  26,  1669.  The  question  being  put,  that 
the  bill  do  pass,  and  on  a  division — yeas^>  noes 
66 — the  said  bill  was  rejected,  nor  is  it  again  made 
mention  of  till 

Feb.  28,  1672,  when  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
the  said  hill. 

March  17.     Resolved:    *' That  the  bill,    with 
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amendments,  be   engrossed;'*    «nd  being  read  a 
third  time,  it  passed,  and  received  the  royal 

ASSENT. 

April  14,  \675.  The^rsi  writ  for  this  county 
was  ordered. 

March  26,  1679.  A  petition  of  Christopher 
Vane,  esq.,  complaining  of  undue  end  illegal  prac- 
tices of  the  sheriff  of  this  county,  in  the  return  of 
Sir  Robert  Eden,  bart.,  and  John  Tempest,  esq., 
particularly  setting  at  liberty  a  great  number  of 
Popish  recusants,  convict,  in  order  to  give  their 
votes. — No  report  appt-ars. 

Oct.  19>  1722.  A  petition  of  William,  Lord 
Viscount  Vane,  against  the  return  of  John  Hed* 
worth,  esq.,  by  means  of  many  arbitrary  and  un- 
warrantable practices. 

No  determination. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  county  has  frequently  been  contested  be- 
tween the  influence  of  the  aristocracy  and  tbe^ 
church  on  one  side,  and  the  independent  interest 
on  the  other ;  but  by  an  union  of  the  Earl  of  Dar- 
lington with  the  independent  party,  the  clerical 
influence  has  been  overpowered,  and  the  county 
is  at  present  represented  by  Lord  Viscount  Bar- 
nard, son  of  the  Earl  of  Darlington,  dnd  John 
George  Lambton,  esq.,  the  wealthiest  commone^- 
in  this  county.  The  other  leading  interests  are. 
Sir  John  Eden,  Sir  Thomas  Henry  Liddell,  Sfr 
Ralph  Milbank,  Sir  Thomas  John  Clavering, 
Mr.  Shaftoe,  and  the  Tempest  family.  The  Earl 
of  Strathmore  and  the  Earl  of  Scarborough  have 
also  seats  aod  considerable  estates  in  this  county. 
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DURHAM  CITY. 

Durham  is  the  capital  of  the  county  so  called, 
18  miles  from  Darlington,  and  260  from  London  ; 
containing  1,0S4  houses,  and  7«^30  inhabitants, 
being  f3, 3 19  males,  and  4,311  females,  of  whom 
1,143  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade 
and  manufacture.  It  is  nearly  surrounded  by  the 
river  Wear,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  named* 
from  its  situation.  Dun  HelmCj  signifying  a  hill 
surrounded  with  water.  It  is  supposed  to  have 
been  first  built  in  995,  when  the  monks  of  Lindis- 
ftrne  fixed  upon  this  spot  for  depositing  the  relics 
of  St.  Cuthbert.   The  city  is  about  a  mile  square. 

REPRESENtATIVE  HISTORY. 

Petitions,  &c.  April  14,  1675.  A  debate 
arising  concerning  the  issuing  out  writs  for  this 
city  and  county,  it  was  referred  to  the 'Committee 
of  Privileges.    Nothing  further  was  done  till 

Feb.  25,  1677,  when  Sir  Thomas  Meers  re- 
ported, and  it  was  thereon 

Resolved:  **  That   Mr.  Speaker  do  make  out 
his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  to  issue  forth 
a  writ  for  electing  two  citizens  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment for  this  city. 

May  9y,  1678.  A  petition  of  William  Tempest, 
esq.,  against  the  undue  return  of  John  Park- 
liiirst,  esq. 

Oct.  21.     Petition  renewed. 

April  5,  1712.     A  petition  of  Anthony  Hall^ 
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esq.  agaiDst  the  return  of  Robert  Sbaftoe,  esq.,  by 
means  of  bribery  and  other  illegal  practices. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  3o,  1739.  A  petition  of  James  Montague* 
esq.  against  the  return  of  Thomas  Conyers,  esq.^ 
by  means  of  divers  corrupt  and  illegal  practices. 

No  determination>  ' 

Pari.  7.  Henry  Lambton,  esq.,  petitioner, 
against  John  Shaftoe,  esq. 

Pari.  13.  John  Lambton,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  Mr.  Gowland's  election;  and  on  the  lltb 
of  May,  1763,  the  House  found  the  petitioner 
duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 

The  electors  petitioned  against  the  return  ofp^WeU, 
Richard  Wharton,  esq.,  Dec.  7f  1803.  It  was  re-Ijejf^*  ^' 
newed  Nov.  33,  1803.  The  petition  stated,  that 
at  the  last  election  Ralph  John  Lambton,  Richard 
Wharton,  and  Michael  Angelo  Taylor,  esqrs.,  bad 
been  candidates,  and  that  the  two  former  had  been 
returned ;  that  the  petitioners  had  voted  for  Mr. 
Taylor;  that  Mr.  Wharton,  by  himself  and  his 
agents,  had  been  guilty  of  treating,  bribery,  and 
corruption,  and  that  his  election  was  void.  A 
committee  to  try  this  case  was  appointed  Feb.  S, 
1804,  and  on  the  20th  determined  the  election  of 
Mr.  Wharton  to  be  void.  A  new  writ  was  or- 
dered, and  Robert  E.  D.  Shaftoe,  esq.,  was  elected. 

Durham  owes  its  origin  to  the  monks  of  Lin- 
disfame,  or  Holy  Island:  these  ecclesiastics  being, 
with  their  bishop,  Earl  Dolphus,  driven  from 
thence  by  the  Danes,  retired  first  to  a  small  town 
north  of  Durham,  called  Chester  in  the  Street, 
about  the  year  8S3.    Here  they  carried  with  them 
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the  reliqucs  of  St.  Cuthbert,  their  bishop*  and 
having  continued  there  113  years,  they  removed 
to  this  place  about  the  year  99^»  where  they  de- 
posited their  reliques  under  a  smati  oratory  built 
ivith  hurdles  or  sticks,  and  twigs  wattled  together. 
From  this  low  origin,  Durham  rose  so  rapidly, 
that  in  the  next  century  a  cathedral  was  built, 
and  the  episcopal  see  transferred  from  Cbester  in 
the  Street  to  this  citv.  A.  D.  lOSS,  the  cathedral 
ivas  pulled  down,  and  a  new  church  erected  upon 
a  larger  and  more  magnificent  foundation.  The 
decorations  of  this  structure  are  said  to  be  richer 
than  those  of  any  other  church  in  England  ;  the 
cause  assigned  is,  that  it  has  suffered  less  by  alie- 
nation of  revenue  than  any  other  cathedral  in  the 
kingdom.  Its  present  endowment  was  established 
by  Henry  VIII. 

This  city  is  said  to  have  been  first  incorporated 
hy-Richard  I.,  when  it  was  governed  by  bailids 
appointed  by  the  bishops,  and  afterwards  by  an 
alderman  and  tweJve  burgesses. 

Queen  Elizabeth  gave  it  a  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  common-council ;  but  it  has  since  been  go- 
verned under  a  charter  procured  by  Bishop  Crew, 
of  Charles  II.,  by  12  aldermen,  a  recorder,  .24 
common-council,  a  town-clerk,  and  other  officers, 
who  could  hold  a  court-leet  and  court-bpron 
within  the  city,  in  the  name  of  the  bishop  for  the 
time  being.  They  also  keep  a  Pye-powder-court, 
instituted  to  regulate  disorders  at  fairs. 

The  bishop  being  Earl  of  Sadberg,  a  small  town 
near  Stockton,  is  a  temporal  prince  ;  he  holds  the 
Utle  by  barony ;  he  is  sheriff  paramount  for  the 
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county,  and  appoints  his  deputy,  who  makes  up 
his  audit  to  him,  without  accounting  to  the  Ex- 
chequer. He  is  also,  as  count  palatine,  lord  of 
the  city,  and  appoints  all  civil  officers,  and  other 
inferior  magistrates. 

The  corporation  of  Durham  had  been  guilty  of 
so  many  illegal  practices,  as  at  last  to  be  several 
years  without  a  mayor,  and  in  that  imperfect  stale 
•f  not  having  it  in  their  power  to  elect  one  accord- 
ing to  the  constitution  of  the  city.  A  new  charter 
was  repeatedly  applied  for,  but  the  bishop  and  the 
old  corporation  dijBTering  about  its  principles,  it 
was  not  obtained  till  within  these  few  years,  when 
Doctor  Egerton,  the  last  bishop  but  one,  granted 
them  a  new  charter,  under  which  they  at  present 
act. 

By  Stat.  95  Car.  11.,  c.  9-  "  The  county  palatine 
of  Durham  may  have  two  knights  for  the  county, 
and  the  city  of  Durham  two  citizens  to  be  bur- 
gesses for  the  same  city  to  serve  in  Parliament,  ta 
be  elected  by  writ  awarded  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Durham,  or  his  chancellor  of  the  county,  and 
precept  thereupon  by  the  lord  bishop,  or  his  tem- 
poral chancellor,  to  the  sheriff;  the  election 
of  the  knights  to  be  made  by  the  greater  number 
of  freeholders,  as  in  other  counties,  and  the  efec^ 
tion  of  burgesses  for  the  city  of  Durham  to  be 
made  by  the  major  part  of  the  mayor,  aldermen^ 
and  freemen  ;  which  knights  and  burgesses  shad 
be  returned  by  the  sheriff  into  the  chancery, 
upon  the  like  pains  as  the  sheriffs  of  any  other 
county." 
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HONORARY    FREEMEN. 

A  contest  happening  between  the  corporationf 
who  adopted  Mr.  Ralph  Gowland,  and  the  city, 
who  supported  Mr.  Larobton,  in  the  year  1762, 
the  latter  presented  a  petition  agai^nst  an  undue 
election  of  the  former.  The  petition  stated,  that 
when  Mr.  Lambton  and  Mr.  Grow  land  offered 
themselves  as  candidates  to  represent  the  said  city, 
\^  that  John  Drake  Bainbridge,  esq.,  was,  together 
with  several  other  aldermen,  very  strenuous  and 
active  in  soliciting  votes  for  Mr.  Gowland  ;  and 
that  they  and  their  agents  corruptly  prostituted 
a  public  charity  to  the  purposes  of  influencing;  se« 
veral  indigent  freemen  ;  and  that  finding  the  incli- 
nations of  a  large  majority  of  the  legal  voters  were 
in  favour  of  the  petitioner,  they  concerted  n  scheme 
pf  overpowering  that  majority  by  factitious  votes; 
und  that,  for  this  purpose,  the  said  John  Drake 
Bainbridge,  and  several  other  aldermen  of  the  city, 
long  after  Mr.  Gowland  and  the  petitioner  had  de- 
clareil  themselves  candidates,  and  within  a  feu- 
weeks  of  the  late  election,  took  upon  themselres 
illegally  to  displace  out  of  the  common-council  of 
the  said  citv  several  of  the  most  substantial  and  re- 
spectable  inhabitants,  and  to  substitute  other  per- 
suns  of  inferior  character  and  station,  whose  only 
recommendation  was  their  known  attachment  to 
Mr.  Gowland;  and  that  on  the  4th  October  last, 
ihe  said  John  Drake  Bainbridge  procured  himself 
t  J  be  appointed  mayor  of  the  said  city,  and  after 
his  appointment  to  that  office,  continued  the  same 
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zeal  and  activity  in  soliciting:  votes  for  the  said 
Mr.    Gowland  ;  and   that  the  said  John   Drake 
Bainbridge,  and  several  of  the  aldermen  of  the 
said  city,    having    unduly  garbled  a  common- 
council  for    their    purpose,    they  proceeded  on 
the    1 3th    October    last,  to  make    a  pretended, 
but  illegal  repeal  of  an  ancient  by-law,  by  which 
none  could  be  admitted  freemen  until  their  claim 
-had  passed  three  quarterly  guilds;  a  regulation 
that  was  made  for  the  better  security  of  the  legal 
freemen  and  trading  companies  of  the  city,  and  to 
prevent  a  precipitate  admission  of  improper  and 
unqualiBed   persons;    and   that   having   thus  re- 
scinded and  got  rid  of  the  aforesaid  by-law,  which 
would   hare  prevented    the  execution  of   their 
scheme,  some  of  the  aldermen  above  mentioned, 
on  the  second  of  November,  which  was  not  a 
month  before  the  writ  of  election  issued,  illegally, 
and  against  the  consent  of  a  large   majority -of 
trading  companies,  admitted  upwards  of  900  occa« 
sional  freemen,  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  en- 
crease  the  poll  for  Mr.  Gowland ;  and  that,  the 
persons  so  admitted  were  strangers  to  the  said 
city,  residing  at  a  distance,  and  most  of  them  un<< 
known  to  the  wardens  of  the  companies,  but  stre«> 
nuous  partizans  of  Mr.  Gowland,  and  under  the 
influence  of  the  said  mayor  and  his  confederate 
aUiermen  ;  and   alleging  that,  even  aftei  the  teste 
of  the  writ  of  election,  and  during  the  very  time  of 
the  poll,  the  aforesaid  mayor  unduly  admitted  a 
great  number  of  persons  to  the  freedom  of  the  said 
city,  in  order  to  procure,  at  any  rate,  a  majority  of 
votes  for  Mr.  Gowland ;  and  that^  notwithstanding 


439  COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

repeated  applications  were  made  to  the  mayor  bv 
the  petitioner  and  his  agents,  for  an  inspection  of 
the  corporation  gitd-book,  and  for  a  list  of  the 
pretended  freemen  so  made  and  admitted  as  atbre* 
said,  he,  the  said  mayor,  refused  both  ;  and  that, 
at  the  late  election,  which  began  on  the  7th  of 
December  last,  the  aforesaid  mavor  illegally,  and 
contrary  to  his  duty,  as  returning  officer,  admitted 
the  votes  not  only  of  the  occasional  freemen  above 
mentioned,  but  also  of  many  other  persons  who 
offered,  and  ought  to  have  been  admitted  to  vote 
for  the  petitioner ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  the 
number  of  such  occasional  voters  amounted  to 
upwards  of  200,  yet  the  pretended  majority  for  the 
sitting  members  upon  the  close  of  the  poll  was  no 
fliore  than  Si!) ;  and  that,  to  complete  the  design 
of  these  unwarrantable  practices,  the  aforesaid 
mayor  hath  unjustly,  and  contrary  to  the  duty  of 
his  office,  returned  the  said  Mr.  Gowland  as  duly 
elected  representative  for  the  said  city,  notwith- 
standing the  petitioner  had  a  clear  majority  of  19? 
legal  votes  in  his  favour,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned  accordingly ;  and  that  his  conduct  as 
mayor,  and  his  confederates,  is  a  manifest  injustice 
to  the  petitioner,  an  open  violation  of  the  rights 
and  franchises  of  the  legal  freemen  and  voters  of 
the  said  city,  and  a  daring  infringement  of  the  or- 
ders of  this  house,  &c."  ♦ 

The  petition  signed  by  the  freemen  was  also 
re;id,  and  alleged,  *'  that  by  those  proceedings 
of  the  said  mayor  and    his  confederates,   the  peti- 
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tioners,  and  the  rest  of  the  legal  freemen  of  the 
said  city,  are  grossly  injuried,  and  their  right3^ 
liberties,  and  franchises,  were  grossly  violated  and 
invaded,  &jc."* 

These  petitions  being  referred  to  a  hearing  at 
the  bar  of  the  House,  upon  the  4th  May  fpllow- 
ing,  a  motion  was  made ;  and  the  question  being 
proposed,,  that  915  persons  made^  or  pretended  to 
be  made,  free  of  the  city  of  Durham*  since  the 
death  of  Heqry  Lambton,  esq.,  late  member  of 
^Parliament  for  the  said  city,  had  not  a  right  to 
vote  ijQ  the  late  election  of  a  citi^^  to  serve  in 
Parliaipent  for  the  said  city. 

The  House,  on  the  following  division,  deter- 
mined in  jthe  affirmative. 

Yeas 88 

Noes 72 


Majority  for  the  question     16 


ilv.  Gowland  was  next,  on  a  piotion,  declared 
not  duly  elected. 

And  it  w^  resoJved,  t][i^t  Major-general  John 
Lambton  was  duly  elected  to  serve  in  that  Parlia- 
ment for  the  city  of  Purham. 

It  was  th^n  ordered  ^that  the  deputy  clerk  of 
the  crown  should  attend  the  House  as  the  next 
morning,  to  amend  the  return  for  the  said  city  of 
Durham,  by  razing  out  the  name  of  Ralph  Gow- 
land, esq.,  and  inserting  the  name  of  John  Lamb- 
ton, esq.,  instead. I 

*  Journals,  ▼ol.  xxix.  105.  t  lbi<J-  ibid.  030. 
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Thus  were  the  rights  of  the  people  triumphant 
over  the  illegal  and  arbitrary  influence  of  corpo- 
rative authority.  And  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  such  an  abuse  of  municipal  power  in  future, 
the  famous  statute,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Durham  Act,  passed  in  the  3d  of  his  present  Ma* 
jesty.  By  this  act,  no  person  has  a  right  to  vote, 
who  has  not  been  possessed  of  their  franchise 
twelve  calendar  months  before  the  first  day  of  the 
election.  This  act  does  not  extend  to  persons 
who  are  entitled  to  their  freedom  of  right  by  the 
custom  of  the  borough  ;  for  such  may  be  admitted 
at  any  time  previous  to  an  election,  or  even  during 
the  poll. 

In  Durham,  persons  acquire  their  freedom  either 
by  birth,  servitude,  or  election,  into  companies  at 
certain  guilds,  holden  by  those  companies. 

CORPORATION. 

The  corporation  of  Durham  consists  of  a  mayor, 
recorder,  19  aldermen,  town-clerk,  24  common* 
council,  and  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen,  &c. 
The  common-council  are  chosen  from  12  incorpo- 
rated trading  companies. 

Number  of  voters — 1900. 

Returning  officer — the  Mavor. 

right  op  election. 

The  choice  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament 
is  in  the  Corporation  and  Freemen,  resident  arjd 
non-resident. 
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POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  city  had  been  independent  for  many  years, 
and  was  considered  to  be  so  from  the  year  1769^ 
when  the  corporation  had  so  basely  endeavoured 
to  subvert  the  freedom  of  election,  by  makings  15 
freemen  atone  time,  to  out-number  the  indepen- 
dent electors  in  the  choice  of  a  representative. 

The  respectable  family  of  Lamb  ton  have  repre- 
sented this  city  for  nearly  a  century,  and  we  have 
little  doubt  but  they  may  aspire  to  that  honour 
at  any  future  period  ;  at  present,  however,  the 
church  and  the  corporation  appear  to  have  an 
overwhelming  influence  ;  and  we  have  seen  an  ad- 
dress from  a  candidate  to  the  electors,  professing 
such  servile  adherence  to  the  doctrine  of  passive 
obedience  and  non-resistance,  that  any  one  would 
inline  it  proceeded  from  the  court  of  James  the 
Second. 

The  great  number  of  non-resident  freemen  here 
causes  an  enormous  expense  in  bringing  them  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  vote  at  an  election, 
and  is  one  of  those  radical  evils  in  the  present 
system,  which  nothing  short  of  an  effectual  reform 
can  cure,  by  giving  them  the  right  of  voting  in 
the  district  where  they  reside. 
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ESSEX. 

• 

EssEX^  a  county  of  England,  bouncted  on  the 
north  by  Suffolk  and  part  of  Cambridgesliire^  on 
the  west  by  Hertford  and  Middlesex^  on  the  sootli 
by  Kent,  and  on  the  east  by  the  Geiman  Ocean, 
being  about  46  miles  long  and  40  broad ;  contain*' 
ing  1,S40,000  acres  of  land,  having  380,000  acres 
chiefly  cultivated  as  arable,  and  890,060  acres  in 
pasturage,  including  415  parishes,  tbrte  boroughs, 
viz.  Colchester,  Harwich,  and  Maiden ;  SI  mar- 
ket-towns,  viz.  Barking,  Billericay,  Brailitree, 
Brentwood,  Chipping  Ongar,  Chelmsford,  Cog* 
geshalK  Dunmow,  Epping,  Grays,  Halsted,  Hsl* 
field,  Broadoak,  Ingateston^,  Manningtree,  Ray* 
Icigh j  Hochford,  Rumford,  Thaxted,  Waldeli,  iftU 
than),  and  Witham,  which  contain  38,371  houses, 
and  336,437  inhabitants,  being  111,356  males,  and 
115,081  females,  of  whom  25,983  were  returned 
as  being  chiefly  employed  in  trade  and  manufac* 
tory,  and  65,174  in  agriculture.  Its  principal  rivers 
are  the  Thames,  Stour,  Coin,  Blackwater,  and 
Chelmer:  the  first  forms  the  boundary  between 
this  county  and  that  of  Kent ;  the  Stour  separates 
it  from  Suffolk,  and  falls  into  the  German  Ocean 
at  Harwich  ;  the  Lea  separates  it  from  Hertford 
and  Middlesex,  and  falls  into  the  Thames  near 
Blackwall ;  the  Coin  passes  Hals^ed  and  Col- 
chester, and  falls  into  the  German  Ocean  seven 
miles  below ;  the  Blackwater  joins  the  Chelmer 
near  Maiden,  and  afterwards  falki  into  the  sea. 


ESSEX.  437 

Essex  has  a  diversity  of  soil  and  iace  of  country ; 
the  south-west  part  consists  chiefly  of  Epping 
forest  and  its  several  branches:  its  pasturage  on 
the  banics  of  the  rivulet  Rodden  produces  that 
famous  butter  which  takes  the  name  of  Epping^ 
The  northern  parts  are  more  open  and  uneven. 

Towards  the  sea-shore,  in  what  are  called  the 
hundreds  of  Essex,  is  excellent  pasturage;  being 
a  tract  of  rich  msursh  land,  but  the  inhabitants  of 
this  part  of  the  county  are  much  subject  to  agues: 
the  northern  part  is  elevated,  and  tolerable  healthy. 
The  chief  manufactures  are  of  cloths  and  stufl^s  ; 
carried  on  principally  at  Colchester  and  in  its 
neighbourhood.  The  county  is  divided  into  19 
hundreds,  viz.  Barnstaple,  Becontree,  Chafford, 
Chelmsford,  Clavering,  Dangie,  Dunmow,  Fresh- 
well,  Harlow,  Hinckford,  Lexden,  Ongar,  Roch- 
ford,  Tendring,  Thurstable,  Uttlesford,  Waltham, 
Winstree,  and  Witham,  and  the  liberty  of  Haver- 
ing. Essex  lies  in  the  diocese  of  London  and  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury.  Total  amount  of  income 
under  the  property  tax,  1806,  9,499)7S9/. ;  amount 
of  money  raised  on  the  poor  rates,  1803,  916,688/. 
being  at  the  rate  of  5s.  Hid.  in  the  pound.  Scale 
of  mortality,  on  the  average  of  10  years,  as  1  to  44 
of  the  resident  population. 

RfiPRBSENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  county  has  sent  members  to  Parliament 
since  the  23d  of  Edward  the  First.  In  the  32d  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  Sir  Thomas  Thorp, 
a  baron  of  the  Exchequer,  represented  this  county, 
and  was  chosen  Speaker.  In  the  vacation  of 
Parliament,  an  action  was  brought  against  him 
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by  theDuke  of  York  for  certain  trespasses,  in  which 
he  recovered  1000/.  damages,  and  he  was  taken  is 
execution  for  the  same ;  upon  which,  the  whok 
House  of  Commons  presented  a  petition  to  the 
King  and  Lords  for  his  enlargement ;  upon  which 
the  Duke  of  York  made  a  representation  to  Par- 
liament. The  matter  was  considered,  and  the 
King  and  Lords  refused  to  discharge  him,  and  the 
Commons  elected  another  Speaker.  This  being  a 
matter  greatly  affecting  the  privil^^  of  Par- 
liament, we  have  thought  it  proper  to  go  into  de- 
tail, and  have  only  further  to  observe,  that  a  baron 
of  the  Exchequer  was  capable  of  holding  a  seat  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  also,  that  this  pro- 
ceeding was  entirely  under  the  arbitrary  influence 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  declared  to  be  grievous 
by  Parliament,  in  the  first  year  of  Henry  YIl. 

Petitions,  &c.  Jan.  32,  1688.  A  petition 
of  John  Lamont  Honey  wood,  esq.,  a^inst  an  un- 
due election  for  this  countv. 

Feb.  26, .    A  petition  of  divers  gentlemen, 

freeholders  of  this  county,  to  the  same  effect. 

Resolved :  "  That  John  Worth,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  to  serve  iu  Parliament 
for  this  county  ;'*  to  which  the  House  agreed. 

March  24, .     A  petition  of  Sir  Anthony 

Abdy  and  Sir  Eliab  Harvey,  knts.,  against  the  re- 
turn of  Henry  Mildmay  and  Sir  Francis  Masham, 
by  means  of  numerous  illegal  practices  being  ex- 
ercised by  them,  in  conjunction  with  John  La- 
mont Honey  wood,  esq.,  the  sheriff  of  this  county. 

Oct.  19,  1690.  A  petition  from  the  same  to  thg 
same  effect. 

No  report  appears. 
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Jan.  17,  1699.  A  petition  of  Sir  Eliab  Harvey, 
against  the  return  of  John  Lamont  Honey  wood, 
esq.,  by  means  of  the  sheriff  closing  the' poll,  to 
the  exclusion  of  many  of  the  petitioner's  voters. 

Resolved :  *^  That  John  Lamont  Honeywood^ 
esq.  is  not  duly  elected  for  this  county/' 

Resolved  :  '^  That  Sir  Eliab  Harvey  is  not  duly 
elected  for  this  borough  \*  and 

Resolved :  *'  That  the  ^election  is  a  void  elec- 


tion." 


The  said  resolutions  being  read  twice,  the  first 
resolution  was  disagreed  to. 

June  14,  171  ^*  Robert  Honey  wood,  esq.,  pe- 
titioned against  the  return  of  William  Harvey,  esq. 

The  poll  was — 

For  Mr.  Harvey 2541 

Mr.  Honey  wood 2517 

The  petitioner's  counsel  objected  to  157  of  the 
sitting  member's  votes,  and  produced  evidence, 
who  disqualified  142. 

The  sitting  member's  counsel  objected  to  251 
of  the  petitioner's  votes,  and  produced  evidence  to 
disqualify  112. 

Mr.  Harvey  was  found  not  duly  elected,  and 
Mr.  Honey  wood  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned. 

.    Pari  13.     Several  of  the  freeholders  petitioned, 
but  afterwards  withdrew  their  petitions. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

Since  the  expensive  contest  of  the  late  Mr. 
Luther  for  the  representation  of  this  county,  the 
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Opulent  gentlemen  amongst  the  wbigs  aod  tories 
have  contented  themselves,  in  order  to  aToid  the 
ruinous  expense  of  a  county  contest,  with  each 
sending  one  member.  Essex,  like  three-fburthi 
of  the  English  counties,  is,  by  this  compul- 
sory coalition,  deprived,  de  fmcio^  of  any  re- 
presentation. For  upon  every  political  divi- 
sion, the  members,  by  dividing  against  each 
other,  preserve  so  nice  a  balance,  as  to  give  the 
whole  weight  to  the  nominal  representatives  of 
the  immaculate  boroughs.  But  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  all  the  counties  in  England  send  but 
eighty  representatives,  and  the  decayed  boroughs 
upwards  of  four  knndr§dj  they  could  give  no  ef« 
fectual  support  to  the  cause  of  the  people  they  re- 
present, were  their  elections  ever  so  pure,  or  their 
union  ever  so  complete. 

Montagu  Burgt>yne,  esq.,  has  twice  opposed  thii 
unnatural  coalition,  but  the  whigs,  though  acting 
in  unison  with  him  in  political  opinion,  have  with- 
held their  support  from  him  at  the  contest.  To 
such  a  state  of  party  accommodation  is  the  county 
representation  reduced,  and  such  is  the  sacrifice 
of  principle  to  family  interests  and  election  pur- 
poses. 

The  leading  interests  in  this  county  arc.  Lord 
Viscount  Maynard,  Lord  Petre,  Lord  Braybroke, 
Mr.  Honeywood,  Mr.  Bramston,  Mr.  Western, 
Mr.  Houblon,  Admiral  Harvey,  Mr.  Conyers, 
Sir  William  Abdy,  Mr.  Bullock,  Sir  William 
Smith,  Sir  George  Henry  Smyth,  William  Smith, 
esq.  member  for  Norwich,  Mr.  Long- Wei ksley, 
&c.  &c. 


C0LCHEI»rE1L         -  441 

At  the  ckMe  of  the  poll  at  the  last  general  ejec- 
tion, in  1812,  the  numbers  were, 

For  John  Archer  lloublon,  esq.      1417 

Charles  Callis  Western,  esq.     1351 

Montagu  Burgoyne,  esq.  .  .  •    3:iS 


COLCHESTER. 

Colchester,  a  borough  and  market-town  in 
the  hundred  of  Lexden,  Essex,  pleasantly  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  navigable  river  Colne,  51  miles 
from  London.  It  contains  16  parishes  and  19^ 
parish  churches,  1,959  houses  and  11,530  inha- 
bitants,  being  5,019  males,  and  6,508  females,  of 
whom  9,154  were  returned  as  being  employed  inr 
trade  and  manufacture,  and  741  in  agriculture. 

REPRESEKTATIVS    HISTORY.. 

This  borough  has  sent  members  to  Pariiament 
since  the  33d  of  Edward  the  First.  It  was  a  bo- 
rough at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Conquest,  and 
has  had  many  charters,  which  at  the  revolution 
were  restored,  but  about  the  year  1741,  the  same 
charters  and  privileges,  thereby  granted  to  the 
town,  were  declared  void. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  38,  1638.  A  report 
of  an  undue  election  for  this  borough. 

No  report  appears. 

June  3,  1685.  A  petition  of  Samuel  Reynolds, 
esq.  touching  the  election  of  this  borough. 

No  report. 
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Jan  19,  1688.  A  petition  of  Sir  Walter  Clarges, 
bart.  complaining  of  the  undue  election  and  return 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Isaac  Rebow. 

No  determination. 

March  94,  1GS9.  A  petition  of  Isaac  Rebow, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Edward  Carj,  and  Sa*^ 
muel  Reynolds,  esq. 

Oct.  6,  1690.  A  petition  from  the  same  to  the 
same  effect. 

Nov.  1 1 .  Resolved  :  "  That  Edward  Caiy  and 
Samuel  Reynolds,  esqrs.  are  duly  elected  bui^esses 
for  this  borough. 

Nov.  29»  1695,  A  petition  of  several  freemen 
and  burgesses  against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Mor- 
den^  by  means  of  the  mayor  refusing  several  qua- 
lified votes  for  Sir  Thomas  Cook,  the  other  can- 
didate, and  various  other  illegal  acts  of  the  said 
mayor,  contrary  to  the  true  constitutional  spirit 
of  the  rights  of  elections. 

March  28,  I696.  Resolved :  **  That  Sir  John 
Morden  is  not  duly  elected.** 

"  That  Sir  Thomas  Cook  is  duly  elected  a  bur- 
gess to  serve  for  this  borough.'* 
^  But  the  first  resolution  being  read  twice,  was 
disagreed  to. 

Nov,  4,  1702.  A  petition  of  John  Potter,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Isaac  Rebow,  by  mean^ 
of  bribery  and  corruption  at  the  late  election.  Also^ 

A  petition  of  several  freemen  and  inhabitants  of 
this  borough  to  the  same  effect. 

A  petition  of  the  free  burgesses  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  this  borough  against  the  return  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Cook  by  means  of  the  same  corrupt  practices. 
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Nov.  91.  Resolved  :  "  That  Thomas  Cook  is 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough.'' 

'^  That  John  Potter,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elected/' 

The  said  resolutions  being  read  twice,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved :  "  The  charge  against  Sir  Thomas 
Cook,  a  member  of  this  House,  for  bribery,  is  false 
and  groundless." 

Ordered :  "  That  John  Weely,  agent  for  Sir 
Isaac  Rebow,  for  his  corrupt  practices,  in  endea- 
vouring to  procure  the  said  Sir  Isaac  to  be  elected 
for  this  borough,  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms." 

Resolved :  '^  That  the  petition  of  several  of  the 
free  burgesses  of  the  corporation  of  this  borough, 
against  Sir  Thomas  Cook,  a  member  of  the  House, 
is  false  and  scandalous  ;"  and, 

Ordered:  ^'  That  William  Motte,  jun.,  Arthur 
Winsley,  jun.,  Peter  Brasier,  Edmund  Johnson^ 
Thomas  Gregson,  William  Freeman,  and  William 
Leach,  six  of  the  said  petitioners,  be  severally 
taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  at- 
tending this  House." 

Jan.  10,  1705.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Cook, 
knt.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Thomas  Webster, 
by  means  of  many  undue  and  illegal  practices. 
Also, 

A  petition  of  Samuel  Guet,  Stephen  Kinsum* 
John  Rayner,  Richard  Daniel,  John  HoyI,  and 
John  Boggisi  against  the  same  return. 

Dec.  11,  1706.  A  petition  of  Richard  Daniel, 
John  Bull,  and  several  others,  against  the  same  re- 
turn .^<-Nq  determination. 
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Dec.  1,  1710.  A  petition  of  William  Gore 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Isaac  Rebow  and  Si? 
Thomas  Webster,  by  means  of  indirect  practices. 

Jan.  27,  1711.  Resolved:  *•  That  Sir  Thomas 
Webster,  bart.,  is  not  duly  elected.** 

Resolved :  "  That  the  mayor  cannot  make  fo- 
i^eigners  free  without  the  consent  of  the  majority 
of  aldermen  and  common-council.'* 

Resolved:  **  That  William  Gore,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough  ;'*  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

March  3,  1713.  A  petition  of  William  Gore 
and  Nicholas  Corseillis  against  the  return  of  Sir 
Thohias  Webster  and  Sir  Isaac  Rebow,  by  means 
of  bribery  and  other  undue  practices. 

No  determination. 

In  1715,  Nicholas  Corsellis,  esq.  petitioned — 
in  17d9  Sir  Isaac  Rebow  petitioned,  which  was 
renewed  the  second  and  third  session ;  and  in  1798, 
Sir  George  Cooke  petitioned.  These,  however, 
produced  no  trials. 

In  \755j  Isaac  Martin  Rebow,  esq.  petitioned 
against  the  return  of  Charles  Gray,  esq.  The 
petitioner  was  declared  by  the  house  to  be  duly 
elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned.  Mr. 
Gray  was  found  not  duly  elected,  March  13. 

In   176S,  Alexander  Fordyce,  esq.  petitioned; 
it  was  renewed  the  second  session,  when  he  re- 
quested leave  to  withdraw  it,  to  which  the  House 
agreed. 
Ludcrs,  The  death  of  Mr.  Rebow  during  the  recess  of 

ImV"'^'    Parliament  in  I7S1  occasioned  a  vacancy  for  this 
borough.     The  candidates  to  supply  it  were  Chris* 
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topher  Potter,  esq.  and  Edmund  Affleck,  esq*  (at 
t  hat  time  abroad,)  the  former  of  whom  was  returned. 
The  numbers  on  the  poll  were, 

For  Mr.  Potter 639 

Sir  Edmund  Affleck 571 

Some  electors  in  the  interest  of  Commodore 
Affleck  petitioned  against  the  return.  The  com- 
mittee for  the  trial  of  this  petition  met  Feb.  6, 1782. 
After  the  petitioners  had  finished  tlieir  case,  and 
the  sitting  member's  counsel  had  opened  his  de- 
fence, the  latter  called  upon  the  petitioners  to 
produce  Commodore  Affleck's  qualification.  (He 
was  at  that  time  likewise  out  of  the  kingdom^) 
The  petitioners  admitted  that  they  had  been  duly 
served  with  notice  for  that  purpose,  but  declined  to 
produce  it;  and  contended,under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  it  ought  not  to  be  required  of  them ; 
that  their  candidate's  continued  absence  out  of  tb« 
realm,  at  and  since  the  election,  necessarily  excused 
them  from  complying  with  the  orders  of  the  House 
respecting  the  qualification.  The  sitting  member's 
counsel,  on  the  other  hand,  insisted  upon  the  ne- 
cessity of  it ;  and  each  party  maintained  their 
points  in  arguments  at  length.  The  committee 
deliberated  upon  them,  and  resolved  unanimously, 
*'  That  in  the  stage  of  the  proceeding  it  was  not 
necessary  to  inquire  into  the  qualification  of  Conn 
modore  Affleck."  The  sitting  member's  case  then 
proceeded,  and  when  both  were  finished,  the  court, 
after  employing  three  days  in  deliberating  upon 
the  merits  of  the  election,  resolved,  "  That  the 
sitting  member  should  not  be  permitted  to  go  into 
'Commodore  Affleck's  Qualification,    he    having 
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been  abroad  at  the  time  of  the  election,  and  hav- 
ing continued  in  the  West  Indies  ever  since/' 

*!  The  committee  found  thai  Mr.  Potter  was  not 

duly  elected,  but  that  (Idmund  Affleck,  esq.,  was 

^  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned. — 

March  4,  1782. 
Lwicn,  ^^  1784,  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  hart.,  petitioDed 

"  Tii^^     against  the  election  of  Christopher  Potter,  esq. 

^  It  stated  that  the  petitioner  bad  the  majority  of 

*  legal  votes,  but  that  the  mayor,  from  partiality  to 

Mr.  Potter,  illegally  rejected  rightful  votes  for  the 
petitioner,  and  admitted  illegal  votes  for  Mn  Pot- 
ter ;  that  Mr.  Potter  by  these  means,  and  also  by 
bribery,  had  procured  himself  to  be  unlawfully 
returned ;  and  that  a  commission  of  bankruptcy 
was  issued  against  Mr.  Potter,  April  I7i  17S3,  and 
that  he  was  thereupon  declared  a  bankrupt,  and 
an  assignment  of  all  his  effects  was  made  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors ;  that  at  that  time  he  had 
no  freehold  estate,  and  that  no  more  than  9s.  6d. 
in  the  pound  had  been  paid,  and  that  the  said  Mr. 
Potter  was  not  capable  of  being  elected  and  re- 
turned. 

The  numbers  on  the  poll  for  the  several  candi- 
dates were. 

For  Sir  Edmund  Affleck 665 

Mr.  Potter 425 

Mr.  Smyth 416 

The  due  election  of  Sir  Edmund  Affleck  was 
admitted  by  both  parties. 

It  was  found  that  Mr.  Potter,  the  sitting  mem- 
p.95.  ber,  had  not  given  in  his  qualification.     The  com- 
mittee determined  his  election  to  be  void,  and  a 
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wpw  writ  was  ordered,  July  5,  1784.  It  was  made 
a  question  before  the  committee,  whether  the 
election  of  the  sitting  member  being  adjudged  to 
be  void  for  want  of  a  qualification,  the  petitioner 
could  proceed  to  prove  his  title  to  the  seat,  but  it 
was  not  pretended  that  the  petitioner  had  a  right 
to  be  returned. 

Christopher  Potter  and  Samuel  Tyssel,  esqrs., 
and  several  of  the  inhabitants  petitioned  against  Sir 
Robert  Smyth's  election,  which  was  renewed  the 
second  session  and  tried.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  this  elec- 
tion reported  to  the  House,  March  16,  1785,  that 
they  found  the  sitting  member  duly  elected. 

George  Jackson  and  George  Tierney,  esqrs., 
having  an  equal  number  of  votes,  were  both  re- 
turned in  1788,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Edmund  Af- 
fleck, and  both  presented  petitions  on  the  occa- 
sion. The  return  stated  specially,  that  Jackson 
and  Tierney  were  candidates,  and  that  each  had 
640  votes  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  but  did  not  say 
that  either  was  duly  elected.  Jackson's  name 
Mtood^rsi  in  the  return,  and  the  committee  (who 
tried  the  case  March  97,  1789)  held  this  return 
not  to  be  within  the  order,  and  then  decided  on 
arguments  drawn  from  the  allegations  of  the  peti- 
tions on  both  sides,  ^'  that  Tierney's  counsel  should 
begin/' 

Mr.  Tierney's  petition  stated,  that  Bezaliel  An-  Pepkwcii. 
gier,  esq.,  the  mayor  and  returning  officer*  was 
guilty  of  gross  partiality  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jacksou;* 
that  he  refused  to  permit  the  poll-clerks  to  be 
sworn ;  unnecessarily  and  arbitrarily  adjourned  the 
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poll  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  several  persons  to 
their  frpedom  whom  he  afterwards  suffi-red  to  vole 
Mr.  Jackson;  and  that  Mr  Jackson  had  been  guilty 
of  bribery  and  treating;  and  that  hy  these,  and 
Other  undue  means,  an  equality  of  voles  had  been 
procured  for  Mr.  Jackson  with  the  petitioner,  who 
had  the  clear  majority  of  legal  votes,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned. 

Mr.  Jackson's  petition  stated,  that  it  was  agreed 
by  the  candidates  that  the  poll  should  close  ten 
minutes  past  seven  precisely:  that  when  the  time 
expired  the  petitioiier  had  a  majority ;  but  that, 
<;ontrery  to  the  agreement,  a  voter  was  aAerwards 
received  for  Mr.  Tierney,  which  gave  biro  an  equa- 
lity of  votes  with  the  petitioner,  and  that  this  vote 
should  he  struck  from  the  poll ;  that  Mr.  Tierney 
bad  been  guilty  of  bribery  and  treating:  and  that 
Mr.  Jackson  had  the  majority  of  legal  votes,  and 
ought  to  have  been  returned. 
4^Journ,  The  committee  resolved,  April  4,  1799i  (the 
■'■•  thirty-second  day  of  their  sitting,)  that  Mr.  Tier- 

ney was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned.  The  report  was  made  April  6,  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  should 
Bmend  the  return,  by  making  it  a  return  of  Mr. 
Tierney. 

In  1791, GeorgeTieruey,  esq.  petitioned  against 
the  return  of  George  Jackson  and  Robert  Thorn- 
ton, esqrs. 
Prtkweii.  On  the  ballot  of  the  committee,  March  31,  to 
■■=  ■"'  (ry  ihe  merits  of  this  petition,  the  counsel  for  Mr. 
Jackson  informed  the  House  that  the  sitting  mem- 
bers had  distinct  interests,  and  that  the  charges 
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contained  in  the  petition  were  distinct;  that 
against  Mr.  Thornton  being  for  bribery,  and  that 
against  Mr.  Jackson  that  he  was. ineligible  on  ac- 
count of  his  holding  a  pension  from  the  crown  ; 
that  the  sitting  members  had  no  communication 
with  each  other,  and  that,  therefore,  they  desired 
to  appear  as  separate  parties  on  distinct  interests. 
The  House  permitted  the  sitting  members  to  ap- 
pear as  distinct  parties. 

April  4,  179 If  the  chairman  reported  to  the 
house  that  the  sitting  members  were  duly  elected, 
and  that  the  petition  was  frivolous  and  vexatious. 

In  \796i  R.  Shipley,  esq.  petitioned  against  the 
relurn  of  John  Lord  Muncaster  and  Robert  Thorn- 
ton, esq.,  March,  1797.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee that  tried  this  election  reported  to  the  House, 
that  the,  sitting  members  were  duly  elected,  and 
that  the  petition  was  frivolous  and  vexatious. 

This  town,  as  before  observed,  is  the  Colonia 
of  the  Romans ;  that  it  was  a  Roman  town  is  ap- 
parent from  their  being  more  Roman  bricks  in  this 
town  than  in  any  town  in  England.  The  present 
castle  is  said  to  have  been  built  about  the  year 
910,  by  Edward,  son  of  Alfred.  But  others  with 
more  probability,  relate  that  the  town  and  castle 
being  found  in  ruins  by  William  the  Conqueror, 
it  was  given  by  him  to  the  famous  Eudo  Dapifeo, 
who  built  the  castle  on  the  site  of  an  ancient  pa- 
lace. Colchester  appears  from  the  lists  of  mem- 
bers in  Morant's  history  of  this  town,  to  have  sent 
to  Parliament  ever  since  23rd  of  Edvvurd  I. 

PART  II.  VOL.  I.  G  G 
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CORPORATION, 

This  town  is  governed  by  n  mayor,  high  steward, 
a  recorder,  or  his  deputy,  eleven  aldermen,  a  cham- 
berlain, a  town  clerk,  eighteen  assistants  and  eigh- 
teen common  council.  The  mayor  and  aldennen 
for  the  time  being,  with  4S  guardians,  are  also  a 
corporation  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  It  was  in- 
corporated by  William  III.,  and  afterwards  in  1763. 
It  is  a  liberty  of  itself,  containing  four  wards  and 
sixteen  parishes,  within  and  without  the  walls. 

CORPORATION   CASE. 

In  1735,  one  William  Seaber  executed  a  bond  to 
the  mayor  and  commonalty.  In  1740,  judgments 
of  ouster  were  pronounced  against  all  the  persons 
acting  defacto,  as  mayor  and  aldermen  in  Colches- 
ter; all  those  persons  were  dead  before  1763.  And 
on  the  9th  of  September,  I7(i3.  the  present  char- 
ter was  granted  and  accepted.  In  Easter  term,  17*>6. 
the  new  corporation  brought  an  action  of  debt  on 
Seaber's  bond  against  his  executor. 

The  question  was,  therefore,  whether  the  pre- 
ient  corporation  could  maintain  the  action  ?  This 
was  involved  in  another  question — whether  the 
old  corporation  was  dissolved  in  1763  ? 

On  this  the  opinion  of  Lord  Mansfield  was, 
"  The  corporation  is  not  dissolved  by  the  judg- 
ments of  ouster,  and  subsequent  deaths  of  the 
mayor  and  aldermen,  though  they  are  without 
their  magistrates.  Their  constitution  is  not  de- 
stroyed and  gone,  their  former  rights  remain. 
Would  not  a  freeman  of  Colchester  still  continue 
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to  have  a  right  to  common^  or  to  vote  for  members 
of  parliament  j?" 

^'  I  am  clear  upon  principles  of  law,  that  the  old 
corporation  was  not  absolutely  dissolved  and  anni- 
hilated, though  they  had  lost  their  magistrates. 
Where  there  is  a  judgment  against  the  corpora- 
tion itself  the  case  would  be  of  a  different  consi- 
deration." 

The  other  justices,  Wilmot,  Yates,  and  Aston, 
concurred  with  his  lordship. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

March  28,  I696.  The  committee  reported, 
that  the  right  of  election  for  Colchester  in  Essex, 
was  agreed  to  be  in  the  sworn  Burgesses,  not  re- 
ceiving alms. 

Jan.  27,  1710.  Resolved,  That  the  mayor  of 
the  borough  of  Colchester,  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
cannot  make  foreigners  free  of  the  said  borough, 
without  consent  of  the  majority  of  aldermen  and 
common  council. 

May  6,  1714.  Agreed,  that  the  right  of  elec- 
tion is  in'the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Common-council 
and  free  Burgesses,  not  receiving  alms. 

Resolved,  That  the  right  of  making  foreigners 
(not  having  a  right  of  freedom  by  birth  or  service) 
freemen  of  the  borough  of  Colchester,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  is  in  the  mayor  and  free  bur- 
gesses of  the  said  borough^  in  common  hall  as- 
sembled. 

CONTEMPT    OF    PRIVILEGE. 

March  20,  1713.     A  complaint  being  made  to 
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the  House,  that  the  town*clerk  of  the  borough  oi 
Colchester,  having  been  served  With  an  order  of 
the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  for  per- 
mitting Nicholas  Corsellis,  esq.,  and  his  agents, 
to  inspect  the  free-school  book,  and  any  public 
books,  charters,  papers,  or  records,  in  order  to  the 
preparing  for  the  hearing  of  the  matter  toucbio|^ 
the  election  for  the  said  borough,  before  tbe  said 
committee,  he  the  said  town-clerk  had  refused  the 
same. 

Whereupon  one  John  Summers,  servant  to  tbe 
said  Mr.  Carsellis,  was  called  in,  and  examined 
at  the  bar,  in  relation  to  the  matter  of  the  said 
complaint. 

And  then  he  withdrew. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Glascock,  town-clerk 
of  the  borough  of  Colchester,  in  the  county  of 
Essex,  having  refused  to  obey  the  order  of  tbe 
committee  of  privileges  and  elections,  for  permit- 
ting Nicholas  Corsellis,  esq.,  or  his  agents,  to  in- 
spect the  public  books  and  records  of  the  said  bo- 
rough, be,  for  the  said  contempt,  taken  into  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  this 
House. 

But  on  the  6th  of  April,  he  was  brought  to  the 
bar,  reprimanded  on  his  knees,  and  discharged. 

BRIBERY    AND    DISQUALIFICATION. 

April  4,  1784.  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  bart.  pre- 
sented a  petition,  alleging,  that  at  the  last  election 
for  the  borough  of  Colchester,  Sir  Edm.  Affleck, 
bart.,  Christ.  Potter,  esq.,  and  the  petitioner,  were 
candidates ;  that  the  petitioner  bad  tbe  majority 
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of  legal  votes,  but  that  the  mayor,  from  partiality 
to  Mr.  Potter,  illegally  rejected  rightful  votes  for 
the  petitioner,  and  admitted  illegal  votes  for 
Mr.  Potter ;  that  Mr.  Potter,  by  these  means, 
and  also  by  bribery,  had  procured  himself  to  be 
unlawfully  returned — **  And  that  a  commission  of 
bankruptcy  was  issued  against  the  said  Christ. 
Potter,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1783,  and  he  was 
therefore  found  and  declared  a  bankrupt ;  and  on 
the  second  day  of  the  month  following,  an  assign- 
ment of  all  his  estate  and  effects  whatsoever  was 
made  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors ;  and  that  at 
such  time  the  said  Christ.  Potter  had  no  freehold 
estate  whatsoever ;  and  from  the  estate  and  effects 
of  the  said  Christ.  Potter,  the  petitioner  is  informed 
no  more  than  two  shillings  and  sixpence  in  the 
pound  has  been  paid  to  his  creditors ;  and  for  these 
reasons,  the  petitioner  begs  leave  to  represent  to 
the  House,  that  the  said  Christopher  Potter  had 
not  at  the  time  of  the  said  election,  such  an  estate 
in  law  or  equity,  for  his  own  use  and  benefit  of, 
and  in  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  as  qua- 
lified hfm  to  be  elected  and  returned  to  serve  as  a 
member  for  the  said  borough,  according  to  the  law 
in  that  behalf  made  and  provided;  and  that  the 
said  Christ.  Potter  was  not  capable  of  being 
elected  and  returned.'' 

Upon  hearing  the  petition,  both  parties  admit- 
ted that  Sir  Edmund  Affleck,  according  to  the 
following  poll,  was  duly  elected. 

For  Affleck .* 665 

Potter 425 

Smyth 416 

At  the  election,  Mr.  Potter  being  called  upon> 
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delivered  in  an  affidavit,  sworn  before  the  mayOTi 
of  his  having  a  sufficient  estate. 

The  counsel  proceeded  to  invalidate  the  election 
of  Mr.  Potter,  on  the  subject  of  disqualificatioB. 
They  alleged,  that  he  had  not  cooiplied  with  33 
George  11.  c.  20,  which  requires  that  all  meioben 
of  the  House  of  Commons  (with  some  exceptions) 
before  they  presume  to  vote,  or  sit  in  the  House, 
shall  publicly  deliver  in  at  the  table,  while  the 
House  is  sitting,  a  schedule  of  their  qualifications, 
specifying  the  situation,  &c.,  and  shall  take  and 
subscribe  an  oath  of  the  truth  of  the  schedule. 
The  oath  is  to  be  enrolled,  and  the  schedule  filed 
by  the  clerk  ;  and  the  election  of  a  member  not 
complying  with  this  act,  or  not  being  duly  quali- 
0ed,  shall  be  declared  void,  and  a  new  writ  issue. 

The  counsel  then  referred  to  the  instances  of 
Honiton,  Weymouth,  Maiden,  and  Bossiney,  as 
cases  in  point,  proving  that  the  House  had  deem^ 
the  election  of  members,  so  refusing,  void. 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  member  answered, 
that  Mr.  Potter  had  complied  with  the  statute  of 
9  Anne:  which  requires  an  oath  of  qualification 
at  the  time  of  election,  or  before  the  meeting  of 
Parliament,  by  swearing  to  his  qualification  when 
requested.  And  the  statute  of  33  George  II.  only 
requiring  members,  when  they  take  their  seatSy  to 
give  in  and  swear  to  the  schedule  of  their  qualifi- 
cations, he  was  free  from  the  penalty  of  that  act, 
from  not  having  yet  taken  his  seat. 

With  respect  to  his  being  disqualified  by  his 
bankruptcy,  this  was  sufficiently  answered,  from 
his  having  obtained  a  certificate,  that  might  since 
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have  enabled  him  to  acquire  sufficient  property 
for  qualification.  The  allegation,  his  counsel 
said,  ought  to  have  been  such,  as  if  true,  would 
have  convicted  the  sitting  member  of  perjury  in 
bis  affidavit ;  for  that  alone  would  prove  the  in- 
capacity. 

Supposing  the  sitting  member  to  have  dis- 
obeyed the  standing  order,  the  point  contended  for 
would  not  be  the  consequence  of  this  construc- 
tion ;  for  the  counsel  observed,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  i^ould  not  make  a  legal  dtsqualificati(m  ; 
this  was  only  to  be  affected  by  the  whole  legisla- 
ture. He  contended,  that  the  cases  adduced  were 
not  in  point,  they  were  only  just  examples  of 
practice  respecting  the  order  they  depended  on, 
and  no  more.  It  was  impossible,  he  said,  to  find 
a  Oase  so  applicable  to  the  present,  as  to  enable  the 
committee  to  follow,  without  opposition  from  Mr. 
Potter. 

After  a  short  reply  from  the  counsel  for  the  pe- 
titioner, the  committee 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  presented  by  Sir 
Robert  Smyth,  bart.,  does  contain  an  express 
charge  of  want  of  qualification  against  the  sit* 
ting  member. 

Resolved,  That  Christopher  Potter,  esq.,  has 
not  complied  with  the  standing  order  of  the  House, 
oftheSlst  Nov.,  1717,  which  requires  *'  that  if  the 
qualification  is  expressly  objected  to  in  any  peti- 
tion relating  to  his  election,  he  shall,  within  fifteen 
days  after  the  petition  is  read,  give  to  the  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Commons  a  paper,  signed  by  him- 
self, containing  a  rental  or  particular  of  the  lands. 
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tenements,  and  hereditaments,  whereby  he  makes 
out  his  qualification/' 

**  Determined,  That  the  last  election  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Colchester,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  is,  so  far  as 
relates  to  Christopher  Potter,  esq.,  a  void  elec- 


tion/' 


These  resolutions  being  communicated  to  the 
bar,  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  resumed  that 
part  of  their  case  by  which  they  claimed  the  seat 
for  their  client ;  and  proposed  to  shew  that  he 
had  a  majority  over  Mr.  Potter,  by  disqualifying 
ten  of  his  votes,  which  would  leave  the  numbers 
for  Mr.  Potter  415,  and  for  Sir  Robert  Smyth  416. 

After  a  few  more  observations  from  the  counsel 
for  the  sitting  member,  the  committee 

Resolved,  July  5^  '^  That  the  election  of  Christ^' 
Potter,  esq.,  for  the  borough  of  Colchester,  hav- 
ing been  declared  void,  the  counsel  be  restrained 
from  entering  into  any  examination  relative  to  the 
disqualification  of  votes  on  the  poll  for  the  said 
borough  of  Colchester/* 

On  the  same  day  the  chairman  reported  to  the 
House,  ''  That  the  committee  had  determined,  as 
before  stated,  that  the  election  for  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Colchester, 
in  the  county  of  Essex,  is,  so  far  as  relates  to 
Christopher  Potter,  esq.,  a  void  election." 

A  new  writ  was  in  consequence  ordered  to  be 
issued. 
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CORPORATION 

Is  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  town-clerk, 
eleven  aldermen,  eighteen  assistants,  and  eighteen 
common-council. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Agreed  to  be  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Com- 
mon-council, and  Free  Burgesses  not  receiving 
alms. — May  6,  1714. 

Number  of  voters — 1400. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

POLITICAL    character. 

This  borough  has  derived  a  distinguished  cha- 
racter in  the  annals  of  controversy  and  corruption. 
The  several  contests  between  Mr.  Rebow  and  Mr. 
Fordyce,  the  once  eminent  banker  ;  Mr.  Christo- 
pher Potter,  the  contractor,  with  the  late  Sir  Ed- 
mund Affleck  ;  and  the  more  recent  oppositions 
between  Mr.  Tierney  and  Sir  George  Jackson, 
have  produced  some  very  curious  anecdotes, 
which,  if  the  compass  of  our  work  would  admit  us 
to  relate,  must  create  a  blush  even  on  the  face  of 
political  profligacy.  Sir  Thomas  Webster  having 
represented  this  town,  in  what  was  called  the  pen- 
sioned Parliament  of  Charles  II.,  became  so  dis- 
gusted with  the  parliamentary  depravity  of  that 
body,  as  to  take  a  resolution  to  abandon  them  and 
the  cause  of  the  people  in  that  House,  where  he 
saw  no  possibility  of  either  opposing  the  despotic 
measures  of  the  court,  or  of  supporting  the  liberties 
of  his  country.  He  wrote  accordingly  a  letter  to 
his  constituents  on  the  election  of  the  first  Parlia- 
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mcntof  Jamea  II,  which  met  on  the  9 1st  of  March, 
16S5,  declining  the  representation  of  a  people, 
whose  delegated  legislature  was  converted  into  an 
engine  of  despotism,  by  the  corrupt  ministers  of 
an  arbitrary  king,  and  requesting  them  to  choose 
another  representative  ;  he  then  absented  himself 
from  the  town  and  its  connexions.  On  the  day 
of  election,  however,  his  former  constituents,  with 
a  virtue  and  manliness  of  conduct  peculiar  to  real 
independence,  and  which  we  are  sorry  they  have 
not  imitatpd  upon  more  recent  occasions,  resolved 
to  re-elect  their  old  member,  whose  integrity  they 
had  tried,  and  whose  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
liberty  was  not  to  be  shaken.  Without  solicita- 
tion, therefore,  or  expense,  and  even  without  his 
own  acquiescence.  Sir  Thomas  was  again  deputed 
the  assertor  of  their  rights  in  Parliament.  The 
court  candidate,  in  whnsc  favour  every  exertion  of 
influence  had  been  made  without  success,  bad  re- 
course to  the  stratagem  so  frequently  practised 
Ijefore  the  establishment  of  the  Grenville  Act,  of 
petitioning  Parliament,  and  procuring  himself  to 
be  votfcd  into  his  seat  by  the  strength  of  the  mi- 
nister in  the  House.  This  petition  was  accord- 
ingly brought  to  hearing,  and  Sir  Thomas  Webster, 
who  had  been  elected  by  a  considerable  majori^, 
without  expense  or  solicitation,  and  even  without 
his  knowledge  or  consent ;  was  voted  guilty  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  and  his  courtly  opponent 
voted  into  his  seat. 

We  are  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  trace  the  conduct 
of  these  electors  by  similar  acts  of  patriotic  forti- 
tude down  to  the  present  moment.    One  instance 
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indeed  occurs  pf  a  choice,  that  reflects  equal  ho* 
nour  on  the  constituents  and  representative.     Sir 
Robert  Smyth,  bart.,  was  stopped  in  his  carriage, 
as  he  was  passing  through  this  town,  at  the  gene- 
ral election  in   1780,  and  elected  by  a  very  re- 
spectable majority,  out  of  the  same  respect  to  his 
private  and  public  virtues,  they  had  before  shewn 
in  their  affection  for  Sir  Thomas  Webster,     They 
however  tarnished  the  applause  so  liberally  ob- 
tained, by  suffering  the  same  gentleman,  at  the 
subsequent  election  in  1784,  after  an  independ- 
ence and  integrity  of  conduct,  which  ought  to 
have  endeared  him  to  his  constituents  as  it  has 
done  to  his  country,  not  only  to  be  put  to  an  im- 
moderate expense,  but  to  be  obliged  to  apply  to  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  recognise 
his  claim  to  that  seat  to  which  their  undue  return 
of  his  opponent,  Mr.  Potter,  compelled  him. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  of  four  violent  contests 
which  have  happened  in  this  borough,  that  of 
Alexander  Fordyce,  esq.,  against  Mr.  Gray  and 
Mr.  Rebow,  in  1768;  the  second,  of  the  same 
gentleman  and  Robert  Mayne,  esq.,  in  1780, 
against  Sir  Robert  Smyth  and  Mr.  Rebow ;  the 
third  in  1781,  between  Christopher  Potter,  esq., 
and  Sir  Edmund  Affleck  ;  and  the  fourth  in  I81S, 
between  Mr.  Thornton  and  Mr.  Harvey.  Mr. 
Fordyce,  Mr.  Mayne,  Mr.  Potter,  and  the  father  of 
Mr.  Harvey,  the  unsuccessful  candidates,  all  ap- 
peared in  the  list  of  bankrupts  within  a  very  short 
time  of  their  respective  defeats,  and  the  ruinous  ex- 
penses of  a  Colchester  contest  was  suppose  -  lave 
contributed,  in  no  small  degree  to  their  misfortunes. 
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Mr.  Thornton  lias  also  found  it  necessary  to  Icare 
tbe  country. 

The  influence  under  which  this  town  has  the 
misery  to  labour,  in  common  with  most  others,  al- 
though in  different  degrees,  is  that  of  the  corpora- 
tion, who  possess  the  absurd  power  of  making 
foreigntrs,  by  which  it  is  understood,  noit  residentt, 
and  others,  who  have  no  natural  or  legal  claim  to 
such  a  right,  freemen  of  the  said  borough.  This 
will  always  enable  them  to  manufacture  a  majority 
in  favour  of  any  candidate  whose  interest  they 
may  choose  to  espouse. 

Such  numbers  of  ihe  freemen  are  dispersed  all 
over  the  kingdom,  that  the  expense  of  conveying 
them  to  the  place  of  election  is  ruinous  to  ail  tbe 
candidates.  We  have  known  one  hundred  and 
Iwenty-five  pounds  charged  for  conveying  two 
voters  from  a  remote  part  of  England  in  a  chaise 
und  four  to  vote  at  a  Colchester  election. 


MALDEN. 

Mat.den  or  Maldon,  a  borough  and  market- 
town  in  the  hundred  of  Uengy,  Essex,  8  mites 
from  Chelmsford,  and  37  from  London  ;  plea- 
santly situated  on  the  river  Blackwater.  It  is 
thought  by  some  antiquaries  to  have  been  tbe  an- 
cient Cambiodunum,  the  6rst  Roman  colony  ia 
Britain.  The  town  consists  of  one  principal  street 
near  a  mile  long,  with  another  something  smaller, 
from  which  run  a  number  of  back  lanes,  it  con- 
tains 439  houses  and  3,358  inhabitants,  viz.  1,141 
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males,  and  1,917  females,  of  whom  309  were  re^ 
turned  as  being  employed  in  various  trades. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  borough  first  sent  members  to  Parliament 
in  the  second  of  Edward  the  Third,  and  was  in- 
corporated in  1554. 

Feb.  7 J  1588.  A  report  being  made  that  Wm. 
Vernon,  gentleman,  returned  a  burgess  for  this 
borough,  is  sick  and  unable  to  attend  his  Parlia- 
mentary duty,  a  warrant  for  a  new  writ  was  issued 
for  choosing  another  burgess  in  his  stead. 

April  27,  1660.  Mr.  Turner  reported  upon  the 
double  return  for  this  borough  of  Henry  Mildmay, 
and  Edward  Harris,  esqrs.,  and  that  the  former 
ought  to  sit  till  the  merits  of  the  said  election  is 
determined ;  to  which  the  House  agreed. 

May  14.  Mr.  Turner  again  reported.  That  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  relative  to  the  above 
double  return,  the  election  is  a  void  election  ;  to 
which  the  House  agreed. 

May  19,  1678.  A  petition  of  John  Lamot 
Honeywood,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  John 
Brampston. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  13,  1693.  A  petition  of  Richard  Hutchin- 
son, esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Eliab  Harvey, 
by  illegal  means  of  making  freemen  on  the  part  of 
the  bailiffs. 

—  23.  A  petition  of  several  of  the  inhabitants 
and  freemen  of  this  borough  to  the  same  effect. 

Resolved,   "  That  Sir  Eliab  Harvey  is  duly 
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elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough,  to  which  the 
House  agreed/' 

Dec.  23,  1698.  A  petition  of  William  Flytche, 
esq.,  against  the  retumoflrby  Montague,  esq.,  by 
means  of  many  legal  votes  for  the  petitioner  being 
refused. 

ji  Nov.  16,  1699.  A  petition  from  the  same  to  the 

same  effect. 

No  determination. 

Jan.  3,  1701.  A  petition  of  Irby  Montague,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  John  Comyns,  esq.,  by  tbe 
arbitrary  conduct  of  the  bailiffs  and  the  town-clerk 
in  refusing  to  poll  thirty  persons  for  the  petitioner, 
and  by  bribery,  threats,  treats,  &c. 

— 27th,  Resolved  :  *'  That  John  Comyns,  esq. 
is  duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough/' 

Resolved :  ^^  That  it  appearing  to  the  House, 
that  William  Coe,  agent  to  Irby  Montague^  esq., 
has  been  guilty  of  bribery  and  corrupt  practices, 
in  endeavouring  to  procure  a  burgess  to  be  elected 
for  this  said  borough." 

Ordered  :  ^'  That  the  said  William  Coe,  betaken 
into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms.'* 

March  26,  171^.  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
Jolliffe,  knt.,  and  Samuel  Tufnell,  esq.,  against 
the  return  of  Mr.  Sergeant  Comyns  and  Mr.  Bram- 
ston,  by  means  of  the  bailiff's  refusing  to  poll  several 
votes  for  the  petitioners,  also  representing  that  the 
said  Mr.  Sergeant  Comyns,  wilfully  refused  to  take 
the  oath  directed  by  an  act  in  the  ninth  of  the  late 
Queen,  ''  for  securing  the  freedom  of  Parliaments 
and  qualifying  members  to  sit  in  the  House  of 
Commons." 
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Resolved :  <^  That  John  Comyns,  sergeant  at 
law,  having  wiTfuIly  refused  to  take  the  oath  of 
qualification  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  9th  of 
the  late  queen,  for  "  securing  the  freedom  of  Par- 
liaments, &c.,  &c./'  though  duly  required  so  to 
do,  his  election  is  thereby  void/' 

May  20.  Resolved :  ''  That  Thomas  Bram<^ 
ston  and  Samuel  Tuffnell,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected 
burgesses  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  foe 
this  borough/' 

Oct.  18,  1722.  A  petition  of  Henry  Parsons, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Comyns  and  Mr. 
Bramston,  by  means  of  the  partiality  of  the  bailiffs, 
and  other  corrupt  and  illegal  means. 

Jan.  10,  1723.  A  petition  from  the  same  to 
the  same  effect. 

No  determination. 

Pari.  14.  Dirgue  Billers,  Lord  Waltham  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  petitioned,  renewed  2nd  sess., 
then  withdrawn. 

December  6,  1802,  certain  electors  petitioned  Ptekweu, 
against  the  election  of  John  Holden  Strutt  and  pf^ss'. 
Charles  C.  Western,  esqrs.  The  petition  was 
renewed  November  28,  1803.  The  petitioners 
brought  forward  no  evidence  in  support  of  their 
petition,  which  was  determined  by  the  committee 
to  be  frivolous  and  vexatious,  and  the  sitting 
members  were  reported  to  be  duly  elected  Feb. 

16,  1804. 

In  1806,  Charles  Callis  Western,  esq.,  and 
several  of  the  freemen,  petitioned  against  the 
return  of  Benjamin  Gaskill,  esq.,  and  the  conunit- 
tee  who  tried  the  election  reported  to  the  House 
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that  Benjamin  Gaskill,  esq.,  was  not  dtily  electeil, 
and  that  Charles  Callis  Weaterii,  esq.,  was  duly 
elected. — Feb.  S,  1807. 

BOROUGH    ENGLISH. 

There  is  a  custotn  in  this  place,  that  when  a 
man  dies  intestate,  his  lands  and  tenements  de- 
scend to  his  youngest  son  ;  or,  if  he  dies  without 
issue,  to  his  youngest  brother.  This  custom  is 
termed  Borough  English,  and  is  said  to  have 
arisen  from  the  lewdness  and  tyranny  of  the  an- 
cient feudal  lords,  who,  when  any  of  those  who 
held  under  them  married,  claimed  the  first  night 
with  the  bride :  as  some  doubt,  therefore,  natu- 
rally arose,  whether  the  first-born  child  was  legiti- 
mate, this  custom  was  established  to  exclude  such 
child  from  the  inheritance,  and  the  youngest  was 
preferred,  as  being  the  most  distant  from  suspicion. 


In  the  pension  list  of  Charles  the  Second,  Sir 
Richard  Wiseman,  one  of  (he  members  for  Ala/ - 
den,  had  a  pension  of  £l,000  per  annum,  and  was 
keeper  of  one  of  the  treasurer's  parliamentary 
tables. 

COHPOBATION. 

This  borough  was  incorporated  by  Queeu 
Mary,  and  had  two  bailiffs,  six  aldermen,  and 
eighteen  common  council  or  chief  burgesses,  and 
continued  to  exercise  their  corporate  privileges 
till  the  4th  of  the  present  king,  when  an  informa- 
tion  in  the   nature  of  ^uo  uarranto  was  filed 
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ticrniDst  them  at  the  instance  of  the  late  Bamber 
Gascoigne,  esq.,  for  various  illegal  practices ;  the 
consequence  of  which  was  that  judgment  of 
ouster  was  issued  against  a  majority  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  the  charter  became  thereby  annihi- 
lated. 

The  town  remained  forty-six  years  without  a 
charter,  during  which  time  the  high  sheriff  for  the 
county  of  Essex  acted  as  returning  officer  for  this 
borough,  and  the  members  were  chosen  by  such 
freemen  only,  as  liad  been  sworn  in  under  the  de- 
funct  charter,  whose  number  was  reduced,  at  the 
general  election  in  1807»  to  fifty-eight,  and  those 
so  old  and  infirm  that  the  borough  was  in  danger 
of  speedily  becoming  extinct,  as  well  as  the 
charter. 

The  town  becoming  seriously  alarmed  at  the 
approaching  dissolution  of  their  political  rights, 
and  there  being  at  that  time  upwards  of  eight 
hundred  freemen  who  had  attained  that. privilege 
since  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter  in  1764,  by  birth^ 
marriage,  or  apprenticeship,  but  who  could  not  be 
admitted,  or  sworn  in,  for  want  of  a  chief  magi- 
strate, and  a  competent  power  to  enrol  them  and  . 
administer  the  oath.  These  eight  hundred  free-* 
men  continued  ipso  f ado  disfranchised  till  ISIO, 
when  the  new  charter  was  obtained  during  the  pre- 
sent reign  at  an  expense,  as  we  understand,  of 
about  t^o  thousand  five  hundred  pounds. 

The  corporation,  under  this  new  charter,  con- 
sists of  a  mayor,  recorder,  six  aldermen,  and 
eighteen  chief  burgesses,  a  water-bailiff,  and  a 
town  clerk. 

PAKT  II.    VOL.  I.  H   li 
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The  first  act  of  the  corporation  was  to  admit' 
and  swear  in  all  those  freemen  who  were  entitled 
to  that  franchise,  and  who  had  for  so  many  years 
been  deprived  of  their  right. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Janiiiiry  97,  1701.  The  committee  resolved, 
^^  That  the  right  of  election  for  this  borough  is  in 
such  Freemen  only  as  do  not  receive  alms,  and  are 
entitled  to  freedom,  by  birth,  marriage,  or  servi- 
tude." 

This  resolution,  with  two  others,  declaring  that 
Freemen  by  purchase,  and  Honorary  Freemen, 
Imd  no  right  to  vote,  were  all  negatived  by  the 
House. 

Tlie  right  of  voting  is  therefore  understood  to 
be  in  all  the  Freemen  without  exception. 

Number  of  voters — 800. 

Retuunmng  officer — the  Mayor. 

l^ATROx — Joseph  Holden  Strutt,  esq.,  one 
member. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  borough  has  had  one  seat  contested  be- 
tween Charles  Callis  Western,  esq.,  the  present 
member  for  Essex,  and  Benjamin  Gaskell,  esq., 
one  of  the  present  representatives  for  this  place,  from 
the  general  election  in  1806  to  that  in  1812.  The 
contest  between  these  gentlemen  was  for  the  re- 
presentation at  the  time  that  a  few  old  freemen, 
existing  under  the  old  charter  monopolized  the 
right  of  election.  The  contest  was  generally  de- 
cided by  a  single  vote,  and  produced  a  petition, 
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which  was  always  decided  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wes- 
tern.  Since  the  whole  body  of  freemen  have 
been  admitted,  under  the  operation  of  the  new 
charter,  they  have  ail  declared  for  Mr.  Gaskell, 
who  was  chosen  with  Mr.  Strutt,  in  1812. 

The  influence  of  Mr.  Strutt  is  accounted  for, 
by  his  having  all  the  government  patronage  con- 
nected with  the  borough  of  Maiden. 


HARWICH. 

Harwich,  a  sea-port,  borough,  and  nnlarket«< 
town,  in  the  parish  of  Dover  court,  and  hundred 
ofTendring,  Essex,  U'j  miles  from  Manningtree, 
and  73 i  from  London  ;  containing  487  houses, 
and  9,761  inhabitants,  of  whom  329  were  returned 
as  employed  in  various  trades.  It  has  a  good  ma- 
ritime trade ;  but  the  chief  support  of  the  town 
are  the  Dutch  packet-boats.  During  war  time  there 
has  been  usually  a  great  intercourse  between 
Harwich  and  the  neutral  ports  on  the  continent. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough,  situate  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
which  derives  its  name  from  the  Saxon  word 
Harewicj  a  haven,  or  bay,  has  no  great  claim  to 
antiquity.  It,  however,  sent  members  to  Parlia- 
ment as  early  as  the  17th  of  Edward  the  Third, 
when  it  discontinued,  till  it  was  restored  by 
James  the  First  anno  regni  12,  who  incorporated 
it  in  1604. 

March   27,    1690.     A   petition   of  Sir   Philip 

H  H  2 
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Parker,  bart.,  against  the  return  of  Lord  Viscount 
Chene,  by  means  of  indirect  practices  used  by 
the  mayor  to  prevent  the  petitioner's  election. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  18,  1708.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Da- 
vall,  knight,  against  the  return  of  Kendrick 
Edisbury,  esq.,  by  means  of  the  mayor  (and  bro- 
ther-in-law to  Mr.  Edisbury)  giving  his  vote, 
thereby  making  the  votes  equal,  whereas  the  said 
mayor  had  no  right  to  vote  except  where  the 
numbers  were  previously  equal. 

Jan.  13,  1709.  Resolved,  **  That  Sir  Thomas 
Davall,  knight,  and  Kendrick  Edisbury,  esq.,  are 
neither  of  them  duly  elected.'* — And, 

Resolved :  ^^  That  the  said  election  is  a  void 
one,  as  it  appears  to  the  House  that  there  was  aa 
equality  of  votes  :  viz. 

"  For  Sir  Thomas  Davall 10 

"  For  R.  Edisbury 15  >       ^  „ 

"  And  the  Mayor  ..13" 

March  6,  1713.  A  petition  of  Carew  Hervy 
Mildmay,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Thomas 
Heath,  esq.,  by  means  of  many  undue  practices. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Heath,  esq.,  complaining 
of  a  double  return  for  this  borough,  and  touching 
the  right  of  election. 

June  29.  Resolved  :  '«  That  Thomas  Heath, 
esq.,  is  not  duly  elected  to  serve  for  this  bo- 
rough.*' 

"  That  Benedict  Leonard  Calvert,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  burgess  to  serve  lor  this  borough. 

Pari,  2.  James  Adams,  esq.,  petitioned.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  found  that  the  peti- 
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tioncr  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned,  and  that  Thomas  Myers,  esq.,  was  not 
duly  elected,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  re- 
turned. April  7>  1803.  The  return  was  accord- 
ingly amended.  The  opposition  of  Mr.  Myers  to 
the  petition  was  neither  frivolous  nor  vexatious. 

CORPORATION. 

This  tcTwn  was  first  made  a  borough,  and  incor- 
porated, in  the  reign  of  Edvv.  II.,  by  Thomas  Bro- 
therton.  Earl  of  Norfolk,  and  Marshal  of  England. 
It  received  a  new  ch  irter  in  the  time  of  James  I., 
bv  the  interest  of  the  learned  and  celebrated  Ed- 
M'ard  Coke,  the  attorney-general,  and  afterwards 
recorder  of  this  town.     This  charter,  and  all  other 
immunities  belonging  to  the  town,  were,  through 
the  mediation  of  Sir  Harbottle  Grimstone,  their 
recorder  at  that  time,  and  master  of  the  rolls,  con- 
firmed by  Charles  II.     The  corporation  at  present 
consists  of  a  mayor,  chosen  annually  on  St.  An- 
drew's day,  out  of  eight'aldermen.     There  is  also 
a  recorder  and   twenty-four    capital     burgesses. 
The  mayor  has  the  power  of  keeping  admiralty 
courts,  which   have  a  jurisdiction  over  all  naval 
affairs. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

April  6,  1714.  Resolved  :  *'  That  the  right  of 
election  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Harwich,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  is  in  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Capital  Burgesses,  or  Headbo- 
roughs,  of  the  said  borough,  residing  within  the 
said  borough. 
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Number  of  voters — 3?. 
Retuilning  officer— the  Mayor. 
Patron — the  Treaaury. 

pension. 

In  the  pension  list  of  Charles  II.  it  appeared 
that  Thomas  King,  esq.,  a  member  for  Harwich, 
had  a  pension  of  £50  a  session,  besides  meat, 
/drink,  and  now  and  then  a  9uit  of  clothes. 

POLITICAL    character. 

Harwich  having  always  been  a  treasury  bo- 
rough, the  corporation  have  come  in  for  their 
jshare  of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  most  of  them  and 
their  families  being  amply  saddled  upon  the 
public. 

The  celebrated  John  Robinson,  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  represented  the  thirty-two  electors  of 
this  immaculate  corporation  in  seven  parliaments. 
Cliarles  Jenkinson,  Thomas  Bradshaw,  the  Right 
Hon.  Thomas  Orde,  John  Hilcy  Adington,  Wil- 
liam Henry  Freemantle,  William  Huskisson, 
esqrs.,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Nicholas  Vansittart, 
all  treasury  secretaries,  have  represented  this  bo- 
rough in  the  present  reign  ! 

It  would  be  a  great  saving  to  the  country  if  the 
clerks  of  the  treasury  were  authorised  to  perform 
the  ceremonies  necessary  at  these  elections,  instead 
of  pensioning  so  many  corporations,  at  such  a  dis- 
tance from  London,  to  act  the  farce  of  choosing 
members  of  Parliament.  The  borough  of  Seaford, 
which  was  a  treasury  borough  till  1782,  cost  the 
country  nine  thousand  pounds  a  3'^ear  in  places  and 
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pensions,  while  it  continued  to  return  treasury 
members;  but  the  right  of  voting  at  that  place 
being  extended,  in  1786,  to  all  the  inhabitants 
paying  scot  and  lot ;  and  the  corporation,  which 
consisted  mostly  of  non-resident  freemen,  having 
been  determined,  1792,  to  have  no  right  of  voting 
in  that  borough,  the  treasury  interest  became  an- 
nihilated there,  and  the  public  was  eased  of  great 
part  of  that  burthen. 

The  boroughs  of  Rye,  in  Sussex ;  Queenborough 
and  Sandwich,  in  Kent;  Dartmouth,  in  Devon- 
shire, and  several  others,  will  demonstrate  the 
importance  of  a  vote  in  a  treasury  borough. 


COUNTY  OF  GLOUCESTER. 

Gloucestershire,  a  county  of  England,  in 
the  province  of  Canterbury  and  diocese  of  Glou- 
cester, is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Worcestershire 
and  Warwickshire ;  on  the  east  by  Warwick,  Ox- 
ford, and  Wilts;  on  the  south  by  Somerset ;  and 
on  the  west  by  the  Severn,  Monmouth,  and  He- 
refordshire: it  is  about  65  miles  long,  and  25 
brpad ;  comprising  800,000  acres  of  land,  of  which 
about  300,000  are  arable,  and  450,000  pasturage. 
It  is  divided  into  27  hundreds,  viz.  Berkely,  Bis- 
h^y,  Blidesloe,  Botloe,  Bradley,  St.  Briavells, 
Brightwell,  Barrow,  Cheltenham,  Cleeve,  Crow- 
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thorn,    Deerhurst,    Dudstone    and    Kingsbarton, 
Grimbalds   Ash,    Henbury  Kiftsgate,    Duchy  ot' 
Lancaster,   Langley  and   Swineshead,   Longtrees, 
Puckle  Church,  Rapsgate,  Slaughter, Tewkesbury, 
Thornbury,  Tibaldstone,  Westbury,  Westminster, 
and  Whitestone;  containing  one  city,  Gloucester; 
two  boroughs,  Cireincester  and  Tewkesbury ;  and 
twenty-three  market-towns,  viz.  Berkley,  Camp- 
den,  Cheltenham,  Colford,   Dean,   Dursley,  Fair- 
ford,    Lechlade,    Marshfield,    Minchin-hnmpfon, 
Morton  in  Marsh,  Newent,  Northleach,  Pains  wick, 
Sodbury,  Stanley,  Stowe,  Stroud,  Tetbury,  Thorn- 
bury,  Wickwar,  Winchcomb,  and  Wotton  under 
Edge.      The  county  qontains  SSO  parishes  and 
46,157   houses,  inhabited  by  250,S09  persons,  of 
whom  49,645,  viz.  117,1S0  males  and  133,629  fe- 
males, were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade, 
manufacture,  or  handicraft,  and  49,420   in  agri- 
culture.    The  marks  of  ancient  camps  are  to  be 
traced  in   various   parts  of  this  county  ;  and   the 
Fossvvay  runs  through  it  from  Campden  by  Ciren- 
cester to  Bath.     The  ancient  inhabitants  of  this 
county  were  the  Dohuni:   under  the  SaxoiH   it 
formed  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Murcia.     It  now 
sends  eight  members  to  Parliament.     The  amount 
of  money  raised  in  the  county  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor  in  1S03,  was    144,565/.  being  at  the 
rate  of  35.  5d.  in  the  pound;  the  amount  of  in- 
come returned   under  the  property  tax  in  1S06, 
2,130,526/.  ;  and  the  scale  of  mortality  appears  to 
have  been,  on  an  average  of  ten  years,  as  I  to  50 ; 
one-third  of  the  actual  population. 
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REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  county  has  been  represented  in  Parliament 
irom  the  first  summons  of  Edward  I. 

A   MEMBER  CHOSEN'WITHOUT  HIS  CONSENT. 

It  is  80  far  unnecessary  to  be  a  candidate  in  order 
to  be  a  member,  that  a  person  may  be  chosen  and 
returned  without  either  his  knowledge  or  consent. 
This  is  proved  by  a  circumstance  which  happened 
at  an  election  for  this  county,  as  reported  by 
Glanville. 

The  committee  and  the  House  determined, 
April  9,  1694,  "That  Sir  Thomas  Estcourt  having 
'*  a  majority  of  votes  on  the  poll,  was  duly  elected 
^^  and  returned,  although  he  had  declared  at  the 
*'  election  that  he  desired  not  to  he  chosen.*^ 

April  17,  1640.  Mr.  Jones  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  touching  the  election  of 
Sir  Robert  Tracey, 

"  That  they  found  many  misdemeanors  in  the 
said  election,  and  were  therefore  of  opinion  that 
Sir  Humphrey  Tracey,  sheriflF  of  the  county  of 
Gloucester,  should  be  sent  for  as  a  delinquent 
by  the  sergeant  at  arms;*'  which  order  was  after- 
^  wards  respited,  on  the  undertaking  of  Mr.  George 
for  the  appearance  of  Sir  Humphrey. 

April  19,  1662.  ISIr.  Mil  ward  reported  from 
the  committee,  "  that  Sir  Baynham  Throckmor- 
ton and  Mr.  Howard  were  duly  elected;"  to  which 
the  House  agreed. 

Jan.  8,  1695.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Guise, 
bart.,  against  the  return  of  Thomas  Stevens,  esq., 
by  means  of  the  illegal  partiality  on  the  part  of  the 
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high  sheriff,  ^nd  continuing  the  poll  very  irregu- 
larly l>y  adjournments. 

No  report  appears  upon  the  said  petition. 

Oct.  24,  1702.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Guise 
against  the  return  of  John  Howe,  esq.,  by  means  of 
many  undue  and  illegal  practices. 

Resolved :  "  That  John  How,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  kuigbt  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  the  present 
Parliament  for  this  county .'' 

June,  1776.     The  Hon.  George  Berkeley  and  a 
number  of  the  freeholders  petitioned  against  the 
election  of  William  B.  Chester,  esq.  and  the  par- 
tiality shewn  by  the  high  sheriff  of  the  county. 
Luden,  Xhis  casc,  tried  in  the.  beginning  of  1777»  first 

'suggested  the  usefulness  of  new  regulations  of  the 
land-tax  assessments.  It  appeared  to  that  com- 
mittee that  the  owners  of  many  estates  paid  no 
land-tax  directly.  Small  estates,  carried  out  of 
larger,  had  been  purchased  free  from  land-tax ; 
f .  e.  the  owner  of  the  principal  estate  paid  the  tax 
for  the  whole  after  its  dismemberment,  and  was 
rated  for  it.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years  it  often 
became  difficult  for  the  owner  of  the  parcel  to 
prove  that  his  land  was  assessed  or  paid  for. 
ibid.p.517.  There  were  three  votqrs  of  the  name  of  John 
Ballanger,  of  the  same  place,  and  the  committee 
resolved,  *'  That,  as  several  John  Ballangers  ap- 
pear on  the  poll,  the  evidence  shall  be  confined  to 
John  Ballanger  who  polled  on  the  first  day.*' 

The  committee,  after  sitting  three  months  de- 
clared the  sitting  member  duly  elected,  and  "  that 
they  saw  no  cause  to  in^peach  the  conduct  of  the 
high  sheriff. 
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POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

The  predominant  influence  in  this  county  has 
for  a  century  been  possessed  by  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort  and  the  Earl  of  Berkeley.  There  was  an 
expensive  contest  in  1776,  upon  Mr.  Southwell 
succeeding  to  the  ancient  title  of  Lord  de  Clifford, 
in  which  the  numbers  on  the  poll  were  nearly 
equal,  and  a  petition  followed,  which  occupied  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  three 
months,  to  determine  its  merits,  but  it  was  only  a 
contest  between  these  two  noblemen  for  parlia- 
mentary patronage. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Chester,  there  was  a  similar 
contest  between  Mr.  Dutton,  now  Lord  Sherborne, 
and  Admiral  Berkeley,  in  which  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort's  interest  again  prevailed. 

On  Mr.  Dutton  becoming  a  peer,  in  1784,  a  coa- 
lition took  place  between  these  two  noblemen,  and 
each  nominated  a  member  for  six-and-twenty 
years,  till  a  vacancy  was  occasioned  by  the  Earl 
of  Berkeley's  son  being  presumed  the  heir  to  his 
father's  peerage,  when  the  independent  spirit  of 
the  county  burst  forth  like  the  sun  from  the  ob- 
scurity of  a  malignant  cloud,  and  after  a  long  and 
spirited  contest,  defeated  the  aristocratical  coali- 
tion by  a  majority  of  near  six  hundred  votes. 

The  candidates  upon  this  occasion  were  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Dutton,  son  of  Lord  Sherborne,  sup- 
ported by  the  coalesced  lords  and  all  the  nobility 
of  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties,  and  Sir 
Berkeley  William  Guise,  bart.,  brought  forward  by 
the  whole  independent  interest  of  the  county ;  the 
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Duke  of  Norfolk  being  the  only  noblemau  who 
gave  the  weight  of  his  influence  to  this  patriotic 
exertion.  It  has  been  expected  that  a  further 
effort  would  be  made  to  establish  the  freedom  of 
choice  in  this  extensive  county,  but  the  gentlemen 
and  yeomanry  seem  satisfied  with  the  partial  tri- 
umph they  have  obtained;  and  the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort continuing  to  nominate  one  of  their  members, 
of  opposite  political  principles  to  Sir  B.  W.  Guise, 
the  county,  by  the  contending  interests  of  their  re- 
presentatives is  left  without  a  voice  in  the  concerns 
of  the  nation. 

The  noblemen  who  reside  in  this  county  are, 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  Earl  of  Berkeley,  Earl  Ba- 
thurst.  Lord  de  Clifford,  Lord  Eliot,  Lord  Sher- 
borne, and  Lord  Kedesdale. 


GLOUCESTER— CITY. 

Gloucester,  a  city,  and  the  metropolis  of 
Gloucestershire,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
river  Severn,  in  the  hundred  of  Dudston  and  Bar- 
ton Regis,  eight  miles  from  Tewkesbury,  and  106 
from  London;  containing  10  parishes,  1,39j 
bouses,  and  7,579  inhabitants,  viz.  3,i28  males 
and  4,151  females,  of  whom  2,317  were  returned  as 
being  employed  in  trade  and  manufactures,  particu- 
larly those  of  pin-making,  woolstapling,  rope-mak- 
ing, and  malting;  the  value  of  the  pins  sent  weekly 
to  London  is  estimated  at  20,000/.  Some  Parlia- 
ments  were  held  here,  and  here  Henry  II L  was 
crowned.     At  present  it  is  a  pretty  large,  but  not 
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Ci  populous  place,  consisting  principally  of  four 
spacious  streets,  meeting  each  other  at  right  angles, 
near  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  taking  ^heir  names 
from  the  situation   of  the  gate  which  originally 
stood  at  the  bottom  of  each,  as  East  Gate-street, 
West  Gate-street,  North  Gate-street,  and  South 
Gate-street  ;    there  are   also  some   back    streets 
and  lanes,  chiefly  on  the  west  side  of  the  city. 
Where  the  four  main  streets  meet,  formerly  stood 
a  lofty  and  beautiful  cross;  but  this  building  falling 
to  decay,  and  being  also  an  impediment  to  the  free     v 
passage  of  carriages,  it  was  removed  in  1750,  when 
the  city  underwent  several  material  improvements; 
the  spot  where  the  cross  stood  still  retains  the 
name.  The  city  is  well  paved,  and  from  its  elevated 
situation,  with  a  gradual  descent  on  every  side, 
bears  a  remarkably  clean  appearance :  it  contains, 
besides  the  cathedral,  five  parish  churches;  two 
commodious  market-houses;  an   elegant  theatre, 
recently  built;  a  custom-house  and  a  county  gaol, 
erected  after  the  plan  of  the  late  benevolent  Mr. 
Howard.     A  canal  has  lately  been  made  from  this 
city  to  Berkeley,  capable  of  conveying  vessels  of 
SJOO  tons  burthen,  by  which  the  difficult  naviga- 
tion of  the  Severn  is  avoided^    At  the  head  of  this 
canal,  close  to  the  back  of  the  city,  is  a  capacious 
basin,  fit  for  the  reception  of  100  vessels.     The 
election  is  carried  on  in  the  Booth-hall,  a  curious 
old  structure  in  an  inn-yard,  built  in  l606.     The 
inhabitants  of  Gloucester  are  supplied  with  water 
from  two  large  reservoirs  at  the  foot  of  Robin 
Jiood  hill,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  from 
the  city,  whence  it  is  conveyed  by  means  of  pipes 
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to  tlie  iiouses  in  the  city.  The  city  has  three 
large  suburbs,  ami  its  boundaries  are  nearly  three 
miles  in  circuml'erence  ;  it  has  several  times  suf- 
fered severely  by  fire,  and  in  1750  received  mate- 
rial damanf  trom  a  violent  ruin.  The  annual 
average  of  burlala,  as  registered  lor  10  years,  is 
about  IWt,  bc-arino:  a  proportion  to  the  population 
of  1  in  42.  This  lown  was  made  a  borough  by 
King  John,  and  a  corporation  by  Henry  III. 
In  127i,  Edward  1.  held  a  parliament  here,  at 
which  several  useful  laws  were  enacted,  now  caJled 
the  StaluUs  o/GioucESlei:  Kichard  II.  also  held 
a  parliament  here,  and  Richard  111.,  ivho  bore  the 
title  of  Duke  of  Gloucester,  gave  the  city  his 
sword  and  cap  of  maintenance,  and  made  it  a 
county  of  itself,  with  jurisdiction  over  the  ad- 
jacent hundreds  of  Dudston  and  King's  Bar- 
ton :  but  these  privileges  were  taken  away  by 
act  of  parliament  after  the  Resloralioo,  and  the 
Walls  were  razed  to  the  ground,  because  the  inha- 
bitants bad  stmt  their  gates  against  Charles  I. 
Gloucester  once  contained  11  parish  churches, 
hut  six  were  demolished  during  the  siege  in  I643t 
and  never  rebuilt. 

REPRESrNTATIVK  HISTORY. 

It  iias  returned  bui^eases  from  the  23rd  of  Ed- 
ward the  First, 

Dec.  y,  l6+0.  Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  House, 
that  at  the  election  of  burgesses  for  this  city,  he 
was  nominated  one,  and  the  poll  was  demandeii 
accordingly,  but  refused,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Privileges.     But 

No  report  appears. 
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Dec,  1675.  A  petition  against  the  return  of 
Colonel  Norwood,  but  by  whom  does  not  appear. 

March  7>  1677.  Sir  Thomas  Meers  reported* 
upon  the  above  case,  that  the  committee  had 

Resolved :  "  That  Colonel  Norwood  is  duly 
elected  to  serve  as  a  citizen  for  this  city;''  which 
being  read  twice,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

April  3,  1690.  A  petition  of  the  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  freemen  of  the  city,  against  the  election 
of  William  Trye,  esq.,  one  of  the  members  then 
returned,  on  the  ground  of  his  not  being  a  freeman 
of  the  town,  according  to  their  ancient  rights  and 
customs. 

No  report  appears  upon  this  petition. 

Jan.  11,  1709.  A  petition  of  William  Trye,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Francis  Wyndham,  esq. 

No  determination. 

March  30,  1715.     A  petition  of  Francis  Wynd- 
ham, esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Snell,  esq.,, 
by  means  of  bribery. 

A  petition  of  the  citizens  and  freemen  of  the 
corporation  of  this  city  against  the  return  of  John 
Snell  and  Charles  Cox,  esqrs,,  by  means  of  bri- 
bery, &c. 

Oct.  18,  1722,  A  petition  of  Sir  Edward  Fust, 
bart.,  against  the  return  of  John  Snell,  esq.,  by 
means  of  menaces,  bribery,  and  other  corrupt  prac- 
tices, and  also  complaining  of  a  scrutiny  being  re- 
fused petitioner. 

Jan.  SO,  1723.  A  petition  of  the  same  to  the 
same  effect. 

No  determination  upon  these  petitions. 

Tarl.  9.     Benjamin  Hyett,  esq,,  petitioned. 
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CORPORATION. 

According:  to  Sir  Robert  Atkins'  History  nt 
Gloucestershire,  tliis  city  was  incorporated  by 
Henry  III.,  wiien  he  uas  crowned  there,  it  was 
then  governed  bv  a  mayor,  aldermen,  &c.  Bui 
the  inhabitants  resigning  their  charter,  in  l679j 
to  Charles  II.,  he  granted  them  another  in  tho 
24th  of  his  rei^n,  hy  which  the  cily  and  county  is 
governed  hy  a  steward,  mayor,  12  aldermen,  a  re- 
corder, two  sherifls,  40  common  council,  a  town- 
clerk,  a  sword-bearer,  and  four  sergeants  at  mace. 
For  the  better  regtihitinj  the  trade  of  ibe  city, 
there  are  12  companies,  whose  masters  attend  the 
mayor  io  tlieir  gowns  on  all  public  occasions: 
these  are  the  mercers,  in  which  are  included  ihe 
apothecaries,  grocers,  and  chandlers  ;  the  weavers, 
the  tanners,  the  butchers,  the  bakers,  the  smith? 
and  hammer-men,  among  whom  are  the  gold' 
smiths,  ironmongers,  coopers,  and  joiners;  the 
shoemakers,  metal-men,  taylors,  barbers, 
glovers. 

BIGHT   OF    ELECTION 

In  the  Freemen. 
NumuKr   of  voTEns — 3,000. 
Retornixg  oFiicEKS — the  Shcrifls. 
Patbok — Duke  of  Norfolk,  one  member. 


IS 

1 


mill? 

;  theV 

and  ™ 


POLITICAL    CIIARACTEK. 

This  city  has  had  but  two  remarkable  coiilcsts 
lor  ninny  years.  The  first  was  upon  the  death  of 
Sir  Charles  Barrow  in  17!S9,  when  their  present 
member,  Henry  Howard  Molineux,  esq.,  and  llic 


t 
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ht^  John  Pitt,  of  this  city,  esq.,  were  candidates. 
Voters  were  brought  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  not  a  single  freeman  that  could  be  found  was 
left  unpolled.  After  the  contest  had  lasted  fifteea 
days,  and  more  than  3000  electors  had  polled,  Mt. 
Pitt  succeeded  by  a  ihajority  of  ofie  vote.  Mr* 
Howard  Molineux  was  chosen  the  other  member 
m  1790. 

The  ne^t  contest  was  on  the  death  of  Mn  Pitt, 
when  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  attempted  to  establish 
an  interest  in  the  city  of  Gloucester  similar  to  that 
which  prevails  in  the  county.  Lord  Arthur  So-^ 
merset  was  proposed  by  his  Grace,  and  opposed 
by  Robert  Morris,  esq.,  a  banker  of  this  place, 
who  succeeded  by  a  very  great  majority. 

The  corporation  are  in  the  interest  of  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  who  is  an  alderman  and  high  steward 
of  Gloucester,  and  has  nominated  one  member  ever 
since  the  year  1790, 


CIRENCESTER- 

CitiENCESTER,  or  CiCESTER,  is  a  borough  and 
market-town  in  the  hundred  of  Crowthome,  Glou- 
cester, 16  miles  from  Gloucester,  and  8S  from 
London  ;  containing  837  houses,  and  4,130  inha- 
bitants, being  1,836  males  and  3,994  females,  of 
whom  940  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
trade  and  manufacture,  chiefly  that  of  wool-stap- 
ling  and  heavy  edge  tools.  Ic  is  situated  near  the 
borders  of  Wilts,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Fots-way, 
}rmin-$treet,  and  Icknild*street,  and  is  supposed 
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to  ha^ve  derived  its  name  from  Ussaj  a  Saxooi  and 
C€$tre.  It  bad  a  castle  io  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
and  was  tHeCorinium  of  {'tolemy,  and  the  Durocor- 
novium  of  Antonine;  but  tbe  castle  was  destroyed 
by  Henry  HI.  It  was  a  place  of  much  greater 
note  formerly,  and  had  an  abbey,  built  by  tbe 
Saxons,  part  of  tbe  ruins  of  which  are  still  remain- 
ing. It  was  formerly  two  miles  in  circumfierence, 
bu|  was  reduced  by  the  barons  in  tbe  civil  wan. 

KERPESENTATIVE    HISTOBY. 

It  does  not  appear  to  have  returned  members 
before  tbe  13th  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

May  91,  1694.  Mr.  Glanville  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Privileges  against  Sir  Williaia 
Masters,  returned,  and  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley^  un- 
duly  elected.  After  a  full  hearing,  four  points 
were  resolved  upon : 

1st.  That  no  consent  of  parties,  competitors, 
can  alter  the  legal  course  of  election. 

2d.  Bird  cleared  from  any  undue  course. 

3rd.  Where  no  custom,  or  charter,  to  the  con- 
trary, the  election  to  be  made  by  all  the  house- 
fa  old  ers. 

4th.  Sir  William  Masters  duly  elected.  The 
said  Sir  William  Masters  had  the  greater  number 
of  inhabitants  and  freeholders. 

Bird,  being  sheriff  of  this  county,  and  being 
present,  and  used  by  the  bailiff  as  his  clerk,  this 
thought  no  misdemeanor,  nor  he  any  intruder. 

Upon  the  question,  no  consent  of  any  compe- 
titor, in  any  election,  can  alter  the  legal  course  of 
election. 
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For  Bird,  the  House  resolved  to  leave  him,  and 
neither  clear  him  nor  censure  him. 

Upon  a  second  question,  in  a  borough  not  being 
a  corporation,  there  being  no  free  burgesses,  nor 
charter,  nor  custom  for  election,  the  election  to  be 
made  by  the  householders,  and  not  by  freeholders 
only. 

Upon  a  third  question,  Sir  William  Masters 
duly  elected  and  returned. 

Petitions,  &c.  July  18,  1680.  Sir  Edward 
Turner  reported,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com-* 
mittee  of  Privileges,  — —  Powell,  esq.  ought  to 
sit ;  to  which  the  House  agreed. 

Jan.  10,  1670.  A  petition  of  Sir  Robert  At- 
kyns,  knt.  against  the  return  of  Henry  Prowle, 
esq. 

Resolved:  "That  Henry  Prowle,  esq.  is  duly 
elected.'* 

May  33,  16S5-  A  petition  of  Henry  P#owle, 
esq.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

March  24,  1689.  A  petition  of  John  How,  esq. 
against  the  return  of  Henry  Prowle  and  Richard 
How,  esq.,  by  means  of  undue  practices. 

Oct.  1690.     Same  petition  renewed. 

Nov.  8.  The  question  was  put,  that  Henry 
Prowle  is  duly  elected  for  this  borough  :  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Resolved :  "  That  Richard  How  and  John  How, 
esqrs.  are  duly  elected  burgesses  to  serve  in  this 
Parliament  for  this  borough. 

Ordered :  **  That  the  clerk  of  the  crown  do  at- 
attend,  to  amend  the  return  for  this  borough.*' 
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Dec.  3,  169.1.  A  petition  of  Henry  Ireton,  e«q- 
against  the  return  6f  John  and  Richard  How,  esqrs.^ 
by  means  of  threats,  promises,  and  divers  other 
corrupt  practices. 

No  determination. 

Jan.  5«  1701.  A  petition  of  Henry  Ireton,  esq.* 
against  the  return  of  William  Master  and  Charles 
Cox,  esqrs^  by  means  of  bribery. 

Nov.  3,  1703.  A  petition  of  Charles  Cox,  esq.j 
against  the  return  of  Henry  Ireton,  esq.,  by  means 
of  bribery  and  other  undue  means,  and  also  by 
force  preventing  many  voters  from  polling  for  the 
petitioner. 

Nov.  15.  Both  petitions  withdrawn.  Ordered: 
*^  The  return  of  Mr.  Cox  to  be  taken  off  the  file.' , 

Nov.  27,  I7O8.  A  petition  of  several  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  borough  against  the  return  of 
Charles  Cox  and  Allen  Bathurst,  esqrs.,  by  means 
of  notorious  bribery  and  other  undue  practices. 

Dec.  8,  1709.  Resolved  :  **  That  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Abbey,  the  Emery,  and  Spiringate-lane,  not 
receiving  alms,  have  a  right  to  vote,  on  electing 
members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough/' 

"  That  Allen  Bathurst  and  Charles  Cox,  esqrs. 
are  not  duly  elected  burgesses  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
sent Parliament  for  this  borough.^' 

*'  That  the  late  election  of  burgesses  for  this  bo- 
rough is  a  void  election. 

Resolved,  May  SI,  1724,  "That  the  right  ot" 
election  is  in  all  the  Inhabitants,  Householders. 
N.  B.  It  was  resolved  in  this  case,  that  where 
there  is  no  custom,  or  charter,  for  the  election, 

there  the  Inhabitants,   Householders,  ought    to 
elect. 
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Pari.  13.  Samuel  Blackwell,  esq.  petitioned ; 
renewed  2d  session ;  but  withdrawn  March  1?, 
1770. 

Pari.  17.  Robert  Preston,  esq.  petitioned  ;  re- 
newed 2d  session ;  when,  after  a  long  trial,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  try  this 
contested  election  on  the  9th  May,  1792,  re- 
ported, that  the  petitioner  was  duly  elected,  and 
ought  to  have  been  returned,  and  that  Richard 
Masters,  esq.  was  not  duly  elected,  and  ought  not 
to  have  been  returned  ;  that  the  petition  and  op- 
position to  it  were  not  frivolous. 

Pari.  IS.  Thomas  Blake  Howell,  esq.  peti- 
tioned, and  a  day  was  appointed  to  try  the  same, 
but  he  not  giving  in  his  recognizance  according  to 
law,  the  order  for  trying  it  was  discharged. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Nov.  4,  1690.  Resolved:  "  That  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  borough  of  Cirencester,  being  inmates, 
have  no  right  to  vote  in  electing  burgesses  to  serve 
in  Parliament. 

Mr.  Douglas  delivered  in  a  statement  of  the 
right  of  election  as  follows  : 

*•  The  counsel  for  the  petitioner  state,  that, 
^^  according  to  divers  determinations  made  in  the 
"  House  of  Commons,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1624, 
*'  the  4th  of  November,  1690,  and  the  8th  of 
"  December,  1709 ;  and  the  true  intent  and 
*' meaning  of  the  said  determinations,  as  well  as 
"  by  constant  usage,  the  right  of  election  in 
**  the  borough  of  Cirencester,  in  the  county  of 
*^  Gloucester,  <  is  in  the  Inhabitants ^  Householders, 
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^^  legally  settled :  thai  Inmates  have  no  right  io 
*^  vote  for  the  said  borough^  nor  Inhabitants  of 
*^  the  Abbey f  and  Emery,  and  Spiringate-lane  \ 
^^  which  was  admitted  by  the  sitting  members. 
>*  March  5,  1799.*' 

Number  of  voters — 600. 

Returning  officers — the  Steward  and  Bai- 
liff to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor. 

Patron — Earl  Bathurst. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

Earl  Bathurst,  who  lives  at  Oakley  Park,  close 
to  this  town,  and  his  ancestors,  have  returned  one 
of  the  members  for  above  a  century.  At  the  last 
election,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  both,  but  it  is 
very  doubtful  whether  he  will  be  able  to  preserve 
that  influence.  Mr.  Cripps,  who  opposed  bis 
lordship's  interest,  having  lost  the  return  by  a  very 
few  vbt^s. 

Lord  Bathurst  is  lord  of  the  manor,  and  appoints, 
at  his  court-leet,  a  steward  and  a  bailiff,  who  are 
returning  officers. 

This  town  was  incorporated  by  Henry  IV.,  and 
the  commonalty  chose  a  mayor  and  two  constables 
annually ;  but  this  charter  was  cancelled  or  lost 
in  the  time  of  Elizabeth. 

In  the  Barons'  wars  against  Henry  III.  the  cas- 
tle here  had  a  garrison  put  in  it  by  them  ;  but  the 
king  soon  recovered  it,  and  caused  it  to  be  demo* 
lished.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  Thomas  Hol- 
land, Duke  of  Surrey,  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and 
other  noblemen,  retreating  to  Cirencester,  and 
lodging  in  an  inn,  the  bailiff  of  the  town   and 
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townsmen  assaulted  the  house,  slew  them,  and 
sent  their  heads  to  London.  For  this  service 
Henry  granted  the  inhabitants  all. the  goods  of  the 
said  noblemen  and  their  adherents,  except  money, 
plate  and  jewels.  He  also  granted  to  the  men 
four  does  in  the  season,  six  bucks  to  the  women, 
and  one  hogshead  of  wine  from  Bristol.  He  like« 
wise  made  the  town  a  court  of  staple  for  merchan- 
dize, in  consequence  whereof  it  became  a  corpo- 
ration. It  did  not,  however,  return  members  to 
Parliament  before  the  19th  of  Elizabeth.  In  the  year 
1668,  Earl  Cholmondeley  (a  Roman  Catholic 
peer,)  was  murdered  in  the  streets,  for  his  adhd* 
rence  to  absolute  monarchy. 


TEWKESBURY. 

TswRESBURY,  aborough,  and  market  town,  in 
the  hundred  of  the  same  name,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Severn,  near  its  junction  with  the  Avon,  9  miles 
from  Cheltenham,  and  104  from  London ;  con*- 
taining  859  houses  and  4,199  inhabitants;  of  whom 
1,334  were  employed  in  trade  and  manufacture, 
principally  in  those  of  stocking-knitting,  frame- 
work, nails,  and  the  manufacture  of  mustard  and 
malting.  The  church  is  a  Gothic  structure,  and 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  magnificent  in  Eng- 
land ;  it  formerly  belonged  to  the  Mitred  Abbey, 
founded  here  in  the  8th  century ;  it  is  built  in  the 
form  of  a  cross,  vaulted  at  top  with  stone,  and 
supported  by  two  rows  of  large  round  pillars.  It 
is  dOO  feet  long,  and  the  great  cross  aisle,  190  feet; 
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in  the  chancel  are  seven  large  painted  windows, 
and  it  contains  many  splendid  monuments,  some 
of  them  very  ancient;  here  lies  Edward  Prince  of 
Wales,  son  of  Henry  YL  and  George  Duke  of 
Clarence,  brother  to  Edward  IV. 

This  place  is  famous  for  the  bloody  battle  fought 
here  between  the  two  houses  of  York  and  Lan* 
caster,  when  Edward  lY.  entirely  defeated  Henry 
YL,  taking  the  queen,  Prince  Edward,  and  many 
of  the  nobility  who  sided  with  Henry,  prisoners. 
The  young  prince,  who  was  but  eighteen  years  of 
age,  being  brought  into  the  king's  tent,  appeared 
before  him  with  an  undaunted  countenance ;  and 
Edward  asking  him,  how  he  came  to  be  so  rash  as 
thus  to  enter  his  kingdom  in  arms  ?  he  bravely  re- 
plied, ^*  That  he  came  to  recover  his  own  inheri- 
tance, which  had  unjustly  been  usurped/'  On 
which  the  king,  instead  of  admiring  his  intrepidity, 
struck  him  on  the  mouth  with  his  gauntlet,  and 
turning  from  him  withdrew,  when  the  Dukes  of 
Clarence  and  Gloucester,  the  king's  brothers,  the 
Earl  of  Dorset,  and  the  Lord  Hastings,  stept  up 
to  the  young  prince,  and  barbarously  stabbed  him 
with  their  daggers. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY, 

This  borough  was  empowered  by  King  James 
the  First,  by  charter  in  the  7th  of  his  reign,  to  send 
bui^esses  to  Parliament. 

Nov.  9,  1640,  Mr.  Maynard  reported  from  the 
committee  upon  the  double  return  of  Sir  Robert 
Cook  and  Mr.  Stevens  by  one  indenture,  and  Mr. 
Craven  and  Sjr  Ecjward  Alford  by  another  inden- 
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ture,  conceiving  it  unfit  that  all  these  four  persons 
should  sit  till  the  election  be  determined,  and  also 
reports  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the 
bailiff  of  Tewkesbury  should  be  sent  for,  as  a  delin* 
quent  for  his  conduct  in  such  double  return. 

Resolved  by  the  House  accordingly:  "  That  Sir 
Robert  Cook,  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Craven,  and  Sir 
Edward  Alford,  do  forbear  to  sit ;''  also 

Resolved: ''  That  Mr.  Thomas  Hall,  the  bailiff  of 
this  borough  be  sent  for  by  the  sergeant  at  arms, 
as  a  delinquent/' 

Resolved :  '^  That  plebe  moderno^  bailiffs,  do 
not  appear  as  yet  to  have  committed  any  misde- 
meanor: therefore  not  to  be  sent  for/* 

Nov. '20th,  Sir  Edward  Alford  is  not  to  make 
his  choice  for  which  place  he  will  serve,  till  the 
flection  for  this  borough  and  Arundel  be  deter- 
mined. 

Aug.  6, 1641 .  Resolved :  **  That  the  election  for 
this  borough  is  totally  void,  and  a  new  writ  or- 
dered for  the  election  of  two  burgesses  for  this 
borough.'* 

Dec.  2,  1695.  A  petition  of  Sir  Richard  Cox, 
bart.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Francis  Winnington» 
by  mpans  of  threatening  those  who  had  voted  for 
the  petitioner,  to  turn  them  out  of  the^r  houses,  un- 
less they  withdrew  their  votes,  and  also  detaining 
the  town  book,  with  other  undue  practices. 

No  determination  appears  upon  this  singular 
conduct. 

July  3,  1714.  A  petition  of  Edward  Popham, 
^sq.,  s^gainst  the  return  of  Anthony  Lechmere,  ^sq. 
No  de;termination  appears. 
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Nor.  6, 1691.  A  >etitk>ft  of  George  RttiJU  Mq., 
•gtfoBt  the  return  of  Lotd  Viscount  Gage,  by 
mriann  of  the  bailiflh  refusing  many  legal  votes  for 
the  petitioner,  and  pennitting  great  tumults  aad 
disorders,  which  they  the  said  batlifls  refused  to 
quell,  thereby  prerentiug  many  other  voters  from 
polling  for  the  petitionifir. 
No  determination  appears. 
In  1734,  Tbomss  Lord  Vistiount  Osgo,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Irslsfid,  ahd  his  son,  the  Honourable 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Gage,  petitioned:  the  former 
died,  and  Ih^  latter  requested  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition,  which  the  HouSe  grsnted,  January^ 
1753. 
FKimdi.       Peter  Moore,  and  Philip  Francis,  esqrsi,  peti- 
^"  ^ '^^*  tioned  against  the  election  of  James  Martin,  and 
William  Dowdeswell,  esqrs.,  October  19,  1796^ 
The  committee  who  tried  this  case  was  chosen^ 
February  90,  1797.    The  petitioners  alleged  that 
they  were  elected  by  a  great  mieyority  of  persons 
qualified  by  the  constitution  of  the  borough  to 
vote ;  they  also  made  a  heavy  complaint  against 
the  returning  officers,  which  they  abandoned  on 
the  first  day  of  the  trial,  and  which  the  committee 
reported  to  be  fi'ivolous  and  vexatious.    On  the 
Istof  March^  the  committee  determined  the  sit-^ 
ting  members  to  be  duly  elected. 

CORPORATION. 

Tewkesbury  being  reincorporated  by  James  the 
First,  it  was  then  governed  by  24  burgesses,  from 
whom  are  annually  chosen  two  bailiffs,  who  are 
the  ruling  magistrates,  and  have  jurisdiction  within 
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the  borough,  exclusive  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  county. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

Is  in  the  Freemen  at  large,  and  in  all  persons 
seized  of  an  estate  of  freehold  in  an  entire  dwell- 
ing house  within  the  ancient  limits  of  the  said  bo- 
rough— March  1 ,  .1797. 

Number  of  yotses — 600. 

Returning  officers — the  Bailiffs. 

POLITICAL    character. 

This  town  had  the  honour  of  being  represented 
in  nine  Parliaments  by  James  Martin,  esq.,  of 
Overbury  near  this  place.  He  was  called  the 
Andrew  Marvel  of  his  time ;  and  it  has  been  said 
of  him,  that,  although  he  sat  so  many  years  in 
Parliament,  he  never  gave  a  vote  that  cost  his 
country  a  guinea  or  a  tear.  He  was  too  honest  to 
purchase  a  seat,  or  sell  his  vote.  His  grateful 
constituents  returned  him  as  long  as  he  was  able 
to  attend  his  duty,  without  expense,  and  since  his 
death  they  have  elected  his  son.  It  was  the 
pride  and  consolation  of  his  life  that  he  had  voted 
against  every  war  the  country  had  engaged  in  dur- 
ing his  time,  particularly  that  with  America,  in 
1774.  He  connected  himself  with  no  party,  but 
voted  upon  every  question  agreeably  to  the  con- 
scientious dictates  of  his  own  upright  mind,  ex- 
cept when  he  was  instructed  by  his  constituents, 
whose  opinion  he  thought  it  his  duty,  most  impli- 
citly to  obey,  in  conformity  to  the  constitutional 
practice  of  the  purest  times. 
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He  was  offered  by  the  minister  a  very  lucra- 
tive share  in  the  loan  of  I7SS,  but  instead  of  suf- 
fering it  to  influence  bis  parliamentary  conduct, 
he  communicated  to  the  House  the  same  afternoon 
the  indignity  he  conceived  to  be  offered  to  the  in- 
dependence of  a  British  Senator. 

Tewkesbury  is  not  subject  to  the  control  of  a 
patron,  and  we  believe  the  electors  are  as  free  from 
improper  influefnce  as  the  defective  state  of  our  re« 
presentation  will  admit. 


■±-t 


HAMPSHIRE. 

Hampshire,  or  the  county  of  Southampton, 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Berkshire,  on  the  east 
by  Surry  and  Sussex,  on  the  south  by  the  English 
channel,  and  on  the  west  by  Dorsetshire  and  Wilt- 
shire, being  nearly  square.  It  is  about  42  miles 
Jong  and  38  broad,  and  contains  1,119,000  acres  of 
land  exclusive  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  having  nearly 
600,000  acres  in  a  course  of  pasturage,  and  300,000 
acres  arable.  The  county  is  divided  intolOdivisions, 
viz.  Alton  north  and  south,  Andover,  Basingstoke, 
Fawley,  Kingsclere,  New  Forest  east  and  west, 
Portsdown  and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  which  forms 
two  liberties,  called  East  and  West  Medina.  These 
are  subdivided  into  39  small  hundreds,  having  one 
cit3%  Winchester,  20  towns,  and  253  parishes. 
Eight  of  the  towns,  viz.  Andover,  Christchurch, 
Lymington,  Petersfield,  Portsmouth,  Southamp- 
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t6D,  ^tockbridge,  and  Whitchurch,  send  each  two 
members  to  Parliament,  which,  together  with  six 
for  the  boroughs  of  Newport,  Yarmouth,  and  New- 
ton in  the  Isle  of  Wightr  two  Tor  the  county,  and 
two  for  the  city,  make  36  members  returned  to 
Parliament  by  this  county.  Hampshire  including 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  contains  58,945  houses,  inha- 
bited by  219,656  persons,  viz.  105,667  males  and 
1 13,989  females,  of  whom  30,303  were  returned  as 
being  employed  in  various  trades,  manufactories, 
and  handicraft  businesses,  and  50,696  in  agricul* 
ture.  The  principal  forests  are,  the  New  Forest^ 
East  Bere,  and  Woolmer ;  the  former  stretching 
from  Gods-hill  to  the  sea,  a  distance  of  nearly  SO 
miles,  and  about  15  broad,  containing  about  93,000 
acres  of  land.  It  has  nine  walks,  as  many  keepers, 
a  bow  bearer,  and  a  lord  warden,  and  is  divided 
into  nine  bailiwicks,  and  is  well  stocked  with  deer. 
The  New  Forest  was  so  called,  because  it  was  added 
to  the  existing  forests  by  William  the  Conqueror. 
There  is  an  officer  appointed  to  select  the  trees 
proper  for  the  use  of  the  royal  navy.  Alice  Holt 
and  Woolmer  forests  are  situated  on  the  borders  of 
Surry  and  Sussex,  bounded  on  one  side  by  the 
river  Wye,  which  is  navigable  to  Godalming, 
about  10  miles  from  the  middle  of  the  forest,  and 
affords  an  easy  conveyance  of  timber  to  the  river 
Thames.  The  forest  of  Bire  lies  on  the  south- 
east part  of  Hampshire,  near  Portsdown,  within 
eight  miles  of  Portsmouth,  and  contains  about 
16,000  acres.  There  are  but  few  manufactures  of 
any  consequence,  and  those  only  of  cloth,  shal- 
loons, and  coarse  woollens.  The  beautiful,  fertile^ 
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and  pleasant  Isle  of  Wight  lies  about  one  mile 
fiom  the  main  land,  being  separated  by  a  nairow 
channel,  in  shape  something  resembling  a  brrd 
with  expanded  wings,  and  is  about  13  miles  long 
and  91  bro^d  ;  containing  about  100,000  acres  of 
land,  of  which  four*iifths  is  arable,  producing  suf- 
ficient corn  for  the  consumption  of  ten  times  its 
own  population.  Hampshire  was  anciently  inba« 
.bited  by  the  Regni  and  the  Belgae,  by  whom  the 
city  of  Winchester  is  supposed  to  have  been  built; 
it  lies  in  the  province  of  Canterbury  and  diocese 
of  Winchester.  The  total  amount  of  the  property- 
tax,  as  returned  in  1S06,  was  9,105,561/.  The 
amount  of  money  raised  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor,  in  1803,  was  183,499/m  being  at  the  rate 
of  45.  lid.  in  the  pound.  The  average  of  deaths 
for  10  years  appears  to  have  been  as  1  to  47  of  the 
existing  population. 

BKPRESENTATIVK  HISTORY. 

This  county  has  returned  members  to  Parlia- 
ment since  22  Edward  L 

We  do  not  find  a  single  petition  complaining  of 
an  UNDUE  ELECTION  in  this  county  I!! 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  county  has,  from  its  maritime  situation, 
many  ports,  where  a  great  number  of  custom-house 
officers,  and  others,  under  the  immediate  control 
of  government,  reside.  The  interest  arising  from 
this  connexion,  as  well  as  from  the  dock-yard  at 
Porisn»outh,  is  so  great,  as  to  supersede  aristo- 
cracy itself;  and  the  administration  for  the  time 
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being  have  generally  the  nomination  of  its  mem- 
bers. 

The  only  instance  we  remember  of  an  election 
being  carried  against  government  in  this  county 
was  that  of  Jervoise  Clarke  Jervoise,  esq.,  in  1779, 
who  was  chosen  in  opposition  to  Sir  Richard  Wor- 
siey  by  a  majority  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-one 
votes. 

The  principal  interests  are  those  of  the  Marquis 
of  Buckingham,  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  Earl  of  Car* 
narvon,  Lord  Bolton,  Marquis  of  Winchester,  Sir 
William  Heathcote,  Sir  Thomas  Miller,  Sir  Tho* 
mas  Baring,  Sir  H.  C.  St.  John  Mildmay,  Mr. 
Chute,  Sir  S.  Jervoise  ;  and  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
Sir  Leonard  Holmes,  Sir  William  Oglander,  Sir 
John  Barrington,  Hon.  Mr.  Pelham,  and  Mr. 
Blachford. 


CITY  OF  WINCHESTER. 

Winchester  is  a  city  of  Hampshire,  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Itchin,  17  miles  from 
Basingstoke^  12  from  Southampton,  and  64  from 
London.  It  contains  791  houses  and  5,836  inha- 
bitants, viz.  2,767  males  and  3,039  females ;  of 
whom  866  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
various  trades.  Most  of  the  buildings  have  an 
appearance  of  antiquity,  and  the  streets  are  broad 
and  remarkably  clean.  It  is  about  half  a  mile 
long  from  east  to  west;  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
in  compass ;  and  contains  eight  churches,  exclu- 
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Bive  of  St.  Bartholomew's  at  Hyde.  The  presetit 
cathedral  was  begun  in  the  eleventh  century,  by 
Bishop  Walkelyn,  but  was  in  part  rebuilt  by 
Bishop  Wickhan),  in  1394^.  The  choir  under  the 
tower  was  vaulted  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  The 
Dew  college  of  this  city  was  founded  by  William 
of  Wickham,  the  warden  whereof  is  appointed  by 
New  College,  Oxford,  also  erected  by  the  same 
pious  founder.  The  town-hall^  in  the  same  street, 
is  a  handsome  building,  supported  by  Doric  pillars: 
it  is  ornamented  with  a  statue  of  Queen  Anne. 
In  17SS,  a  new  spacious  county  gaol  was  erected 
on  the  Howardian  plan,  in  the  court  of  which  is  a 
neat  chapel ;  there  is  also  a  Bridewell  for  the  city, 
and  another  for  the  county;  the  latter  erected  in 
17S6.  The  streets  are  well  paved  and  lighted, 
under  an  act  passed  in  1770  ;  and  a  new  and  com* 
modious  market-house  was  erected  in  1772.  Win- 
chester by  the  Britons  was  called  Caer  Gwent^ 
and  after  the  Romans  were  settled  here,  is  said  to 
have  become  noted  for  its  manufactures  of  cloth 
and  household  linen ;  during  the  time  of  the 
Saxons,  many  of  their  kings  resided  here-  AtheU 
Stan  granted  it  the  privilege  of  six  mints,  and  m 
660  it  was  erected  into  a  bishopric,  transferred 
from  Dorchester.  Its  ancient  castle  is  supposed 
to  have  been  built  by  King  Arthur  ;  in  it  William 
II.,  surnamed  Rufus,  was  crowned.  During  the 
civil  wars  it  was  mostly  demolished  by  the  Par- 
liament forces,  except  the  old  hall,  in  which  the 
assizes  arc  still  held ;  in  this  also  hangs  what  is 
denominated  Arthur's  Round  Table,  with  the 
names  of  the  knights  thereon.     On  the  site  of  the 
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clastle,  a  royal  palace  was  begun,  in  1683 ;  the 
principal  floor  of  which  is  a  noble  range  of  apart- 
ments, and  contains  in  all  160  chambers;  this  has 
often  been  occupied  by  prisoners  of  war,  on  their 
parole.  Several  monasteries  and  religious  houses 
were  formerly  in  the  suburbs  of  this  city.  The 
plague  made  great  devastations  here  in  the  years 
941,  134S,  and  again  in  1668  ;  and  at  the  west  end 
of  the  town  is  an.  obelisk,  having  an  inscription 
commemorative  of  those  calamities. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  city  has  returned  citizens  to  Parliament 
from  the  23d  of  Edward  the  First,  and  several  Par- 
liaments have  been  held  here. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  24,  1689«  A  petition: 
of  Charles  Morley,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Wil- 
liam Lord  Pawlet  and  Frederic  Tiloey,  esq.,  by 
meaqs  of  indirect  practices. 

Oct.  6,  1690.  Mr.  Morley  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  of  Elections  :  "  That  the 
right  of  election  appeared  to  be  in  the  Mayor,  Re- 
corder, Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  and  corporation  of  the 
said  city.'* 

Resolved :  "  That  the  Lord  William  Pawlet  is 
duly  elected  a  citizen  to  serve  for  this  borough  ;*' 
and  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Feb.  13,  1700.  A  petition  of  Frederic  Tilney, 
esq.,  shewing,  that  the  petitioner  was  a  candidate 
at  the  late  election  for  this  city,  and  had  a  majo- 
rity of  legal  votes ;  but  by  influence,  and  indirect 
practices,  and  by  means  of  threats  and  menaces, 
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and  alio  by  the  appearance  of  three  dukes  in  courts 
who  voted  agaiDst  the  petitioner,  (notwithstanding 
be  caused  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  14th  of 
December,  1699,  to  be  read  in  court,)  Lord  Wil- 
liam Pawlet  and  George  Bridges,  esq.,  were  un- 
justly returned. 

No  determination. 

March  96,  171^*  A  petition  of  John  Popham^ 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Lord  William  Pawlet, 
who,  by  means  of  bribery,  (assisted  by  the  mayor 
of  the  city,)  and  other  illegal  practices,  prevented 
numerous  burgesses  and  freemen  from  voting  for 
petitioner. 

April  8.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari.  10.  William  Powlett,  esq.  petitioned 
against  Pawlet  St.  John,  esq.,  but  the  case  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  tried. 

CORPORATION. 

Here  are,  by  Queen  Elizabeth's  charter,  a  mayor, 
recorder,  six  aldermen,  two  bailifis,  and  twenty- 
four  common-councilmen. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

The  members  are  elected  by  the  Corporation. 
Number  of  voters — 6o. 
Returning  officers — the  Bailiffs. 
Patron — Sir  Henry  Carew  St.  John  Mildmay. 

political  anecdote. 

In  a  pension  list  of  Charles  the  Second,  the  fol- 
lowing anecdote  appears  : — "  Sir  Robert  Holmes, 
^^  member  for  Winchester ;  first  an  Irish  Livery 
^^  Boy,  then  a  Highwayman,  and  afterwards  a 
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*'  Bashaw  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  got  in  boons  and 
*'  rapine  £100 fiOO. — The  cursed  beginner  of  the 
•'  two  Dutch  warsl" 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

The  right  of  election  for  this  city  having  been 
confined  to  the  corporation,  and  suCh  freemen  a» 
this  select  body  pleases  to  make,  ever  since  the 
year  1690,  its  elective  franchise  fell  under  the 
influence  of  the  then  Dukes  of  Bolton  and  Chan* 
dos,  who  sent  each  a  member,  and  sometimes  each 
patron  attempted  to  return  both. 

In  1747*  Henry  Penton,  esq.,  of  this  city,  over- 
came the  Bolton  interest;  and  that  gentleman  and 
the  late  Duke  of  Chandos  nominated  each  a  mem-- 
ber  during  their  lives.  The  late  Sir  Henry  Pawlet 
St.  John  Mildmay  succeeded  Mr.  Penton  in  the 
influence  he  possessed  in  1S09;  and  at  the  last 
general  election,  in  IS  13,  bis  son,  the  present  Sir 
Henry  Carew  St.  John  Mildmay,  having  procured 
a  number  of  his  relations  and  tenants  to  be  made 
freemen,  became  sole  patron  of  this  corporation. 

The  dukedoms  of  Bolton  and  Chandos,  the 
beads  of  the  two  contending  parties  in  this  county, 
having  become  extinct,  their  representatives,  the 
present  Lord  Bolton  and  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham, no  longer  possess  the  political  influence  ex- 
ercised by  those  noblemen. 

A  great  majority  of  this  corporation,  who  choose 
the  virtual  representatives  for  a  population  of  near 
six  thousand  souls,  are  non-residents,  and  as  such 
can  have  no  interest  or  concern  for  the  people,  of 
whose  rights  they  have  the  exclusive  exercise. 
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POliTSMOUTH- 

Portsmouth  is  a  sea-port,  borough,  marked 
towD,  and  parish,  in  the  hundred  and  division  of 
Fortsdown,  Hants,  74  miles  from  London  ;  con- 
taining 1,130  houses,  inhabited  by  7)839  persons, 
yiz.  3,143  males  and  4,691  females,  of  whom  95& 
were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade,  handi- 
craft, and  manufacture ;  but  the  population  of 
Portsmouth  and  Portsea,  which  may  becaUed  one 
town,  is  33,296  persons,  of  which  number  upwards 
of  3,000  are  constantly  employed  in  the  dock-yards. 
This  town  was  anciently  defended  by  a  wall  of 
timber  covered  with  earth,  and  with  bastions  and 
forts  of  hewn  stone.  But  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  it  was  strongly  defended  by  new  works ; 
at  the  Restoration  of  King  Charles  IL,  great  im- 
provements were  made,  by  the  establishment  of 
new  docks  ;  several  forts  were  strongly  fortified  in 
the  modern  manner,  since  which  time  each  suc- 
ceeding sovereign  has  made  further  improvements 
and  additional  works,  that  it  is  now  the  most  re- 
gular fortress  in  Britain. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  first  returned  burgesses  to  Parlia- 
ment in  the  23rd  of  Edward  the  First. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  19,  1678.  A  petition 
of  Richard  Stevens  touching  the  election  of  this 
borough. 

No  report  appears. 


PORTSMOUTH. 

March  24,  1689.  A  petition  of  Henry  Slingsby, 
€sq.,  shewing  that  Nicholas  Hedger,  mayor  of  this 
borough,  upon  pretence  of  having  surrendered  his. 
office^  did  by  undue  means  cause  himself  to  be  re- 
turned, notwithstanding  he  is  still  the  l^al  mayor. 

No  report  appears. 

Dec.  5,  169^.  A  petition  of  divers  inhabitants 
of  Portsmouth,  paying  scot  and  lot,  and  having  a 
right  to  vote,  stating  that  they  were  precluded 
giving  their  votes  for  Edmund  Dummer,  esq.,  by 
many  illegal  practices  on  the  part  of  the  said 
Nicholas  Hedger,  mayor  of  this  borough,  viz. 
by  shutting  the  gates  of  the  town,  to  prevent  those 
from  voting  who  lived  without^  and  by  threatening 
jnany  of  the  petitioners  with  corporal  punishments 
for  offering  to  poll  for  Mr.  Dummer,  and  also  in  a 
hostile  manner,  by  keeping  a  guard  of  soldiers^ 
Jo  threaten  and  discourage  Mr.  Dummer's  friends 
from  voting  for  him,  by  which,  and  many  other 
flagrant  and  unconstuutional  practices,  the  «aid 
mayor  procured  himself  to  be  returned. 

No  report  appears  upon  this  unconstitutional 
usurpation  of  power. 

38.    A  petition  of  Matthew  Aylmer,  esq,, 

against  the  return  of  Colonel  Gibson,  by  means  of 
the  mayor,  at  a  private  consultation  with  a  few 
aldermen,  having  put  the  common  seal  to  an  in- 
denture and  return,  in  manifest  wrong  of  the  peti- 
tioner, who  had  the  majority  of  votes. 

Resolved:  "  That  the  right  of  election  of  bur- 
.gesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is 
in  the  Mayor,   Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the 
said  borough  only." 
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^*  That  John  Gibson  and  Matthew  Aylmer,  eaqrs. 
ire  not  duly  elected  for  this  borough.*' 

«'  That  the  said  election  of  burgesses  for  thisbo- 
.  rough  is  a  void  election/* 

The  said   resolutions  being  read  twice,   were 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Dec.  1,  1710.  A  petition  of  Sir  William  Gif- 
fard  and  Sir  James  Wishart,  knts.,  against  the  il* 
legal  return  of  Sir  John  Jennings  and  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  the  pretended  mayor,  Henry  Seager,  esq., 
and  Thomas  Ridge  and  James  White,  esqrs.^  and 
several  others  who  acted,  and  voted  as  aldermen, 
though  neither  of  them  had  taken  the  sacrament 
and  the  necessary  oath,  as  prescribed  by  act  of 
parliament,  besides  using  many  other  indirect  prac- 
tices in  procuring  votes. 

Resolved :  *^  That  Sir  Charles  Wager  and  Sir 
John  Jennings  are  not  duly  elected  for  this  bo- 
rough." 

"  That  Sir  James  Wishart  and  Sir  William  Gif- 
fard,  knts.,  are  duly  elected  burgesses  for  this  bo* 
rough." 

The  said  resolutions  being  read  twice,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  return  amended 
accordingly. 

Feb.  3,  1710.  Resolved:  "That  Joseph  White- 
horn,  esq.,  who  was  elected  mayor  of  the  borough 
of  Portsmouth  on  the  iOth  of  December,  1709, 
and  had  not  duly  qualified  himself  for  that  office 
according  to  law,  by  taking  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church 
of  England,  within  one  year  next  before  his  elec- 
tion, was  not  legal  mayor  of  the  said  borough." 
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Resolved  :  ^*  That  the  aldermen  elected  during 
ihe  said  pretended  mayoralty  of  the  said  Mr. 
Wbitehorn,  are  not  legal  aldermen,  and  the  buf- 
gesses  elected  during  his  pretended  mayoralty 
have  not  a  right  to  vote  in  election  for  members 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said  borough  of 
Portsmouth." 

The  House  being  moved,  Feb.  10,  171 1>  toBcanoii't 
take  into  consideration  whether  Sir  William  Gif-^'^  '*' 
ftird,  being  goyemor  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  is 
capable,  according  to  the  act  of  the  6th  of  Qaeeil 
Anne,  of  being  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, the  act  was  read.  Order^,  **  That  tht 
constitution  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  and  the  pa- 
tent constituting  Sir  William  Giffard  governor 
thereof,  be  laid  before  the  House.  On  the  19th 
of  February,  a  person  from  Greenwich  Hospital 
attended,  and  at  the  bar  presented  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  hospital,  and  also  the  commission  to 
Sir  William  Giffard  to  begovernor,  and  then  with- 
drew. And  it  appeared  that  the  constitution  of 
the  hospital,  whereby  a  governor  thereof  was  ap- 
pointed, was  before  the  act  of  Queen  Anne.  After 
which  Sir  William  Giffard  came  into  the  HoUSe, 
and  took  his  place. 

CORPORATION. 

Portsmouth  was  last  incorporated  by  Charles  I. 
It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  alder- 
men, and  an  indefinite  number  of  burgesses. 

RIGHT  OF  BIrRCTIOK. 

Jan.  S4,  1695.    Resolved :  ''  That  the  right  of 
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election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Portsmouth  (in  com.  Southaaipton) 
is  in  the  mayor,  alderpoen,  and  burgesses  of  the 
said  borough  only. 

Number  of  voters — 110. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patron — Mr.  Alderman  Carter. 

• 

POLITICAL   character. 

The  right  of  election  in  this  town  being  exclii« 
sively  in  the  Corporation,  consisting  of  a  Mayor^ 
Recorder,  13  Aldermen,  and  an  indefioitenumber  of 
Burgesses,  like  that  of  Plymouth,  the  same  influ-- 
ence  prevailed  here  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
and  the  Admiralty  was  always  admitted  to  have 
the  nomination  of  its  members.  The  Corporation, 
however,  being  chiefly  composed  of  men  of  inde* 
pendent  fortunes,  and  inimical  to  the  American  war, 
and  the  unconstitutional  measures  of  Lord  North's 
administration,  refused  to  accept  the  ministerial 
nomination  of  the  late  Peter  Taylor,  esq.,  the 
army  commissary,  upon  the  death  of  the  late  Sir 
Matthew  Featherstonhaugh,  in  1774,  and  invited 
Joshua  Iremonger,  of  Wherewell,  in  this  county, 
a  gentleman  of  great  opulence  and  independence, 
to  oppose  the  government  interest.  The  patriotic 
party  had  not  yet  acquired  a  sufficient  strength  to 
overcome  that  influence  which  had  usually  pre- 
vailed here,  so  that  Mr.  Taylor  carried  his  election 
by  a  majority  of  three  votes. 

This  opposition  to  government  irritated  them  to 
such  a  pitch,  as  to  cause  them,  the  ensuing  terra, 
to  move  the  court  of  King's  Bench  for  inforpa** 
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tions  in  the  nature  of  quo  warrantoy  against  the 
mayor,  several  of  the  aldermen,  and  63  of  the  bur- 
gesses. These  informations  havingbecn  severally  ob- 
tained, and  trials  bad  thereon,  judgment  of  ouster 
was  issued  against  the  whole  number.  Similar 
informations  were  then  moved  on  behalf  of  the  pa- 
triotic against  the  ministerial  party,  and  S9  of  the 
latter  were  likewise  ousted. 

These  judgments  left  the  corporation  without  a 
mayor  or  recorder,  only  four  aldermen  remained  in 
their  offices,  and  a  few  of  the  burgesses.  Admi- 
nistration had  now  so  far  succeeded,  as  to  have  a 
clear  majority  in  this  garbled  corporation  ;  but  of 
the  four  remaining  aldermen,  Wm.  Carter,  sen.*, 
esq.,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Linzee,  and  Mr.  Varloe,  the 
two  former  being  in  the  independent  interest,  and  the 
two  latter  in  that  of  government,  and  as  the  power 
of  making  aldermen,  and  nominating  candidates 
for  the  office  of  mayor,  is  vested  by  the  bye-laws, 
of  the  corporation  in  the  court  of  aldermen,  no 
election  could  legally  be  made  for  either.  The 
majority  of  burgesses  who  were  in  the  interest  of 
government,  however,  assembled,  and  assumed  to 
themselves  a  power  of  choosing  a  mayor,  and 
elected  Mr.  Munday,  an  officer  of  the  customs  in 
this  port,  and  one  of  the  burgesses  into  that  office. 
This  election  being  illegal,  judgment  of  ouster 
was  soon  obtained  against  him  ;  but  the  burgesses 
still  persevered  in  the  same  mode  of  election,  and 
as  often  as  judgment  of  ouster  was  obtained  against 
one,  they  set  about  electing  another  of  their  own 
party,  and  continued  this  practice  for  nearly  nine 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  Linzee  and 
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Vorloe,  the  two  ministerial  aldermen,  died,  and 
left  the  corporate  power  in  the  hands  of  their  op* 
ponents.  The  £arl  of  Sandwich,  who  had  been 
considered  the  patron  and  supporter  of  the  minis- 
ferial  party  in  this  borough,  being  about  this  time 
removed  from  the  oflSce  of  first  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty, they  lost  that  support  by  which  they  were 
enabled  for  so  many  years  to  carry  on  their  oppo* 
•ition. 

The  two  remaining  aldermen,  Carter  and  White, 
baring  now  the  sole  command  of  the  corporation, 
and  the  election  of  mayor  of  necessity  felling  upon 
one  of  them,  Mr.  Carter  was  accordingly  chosen 
on  the  Michaelmas-day  following. 

The  corporation  having  once  more  obtained  a 
legal  form,  a  court  of  aldermen  was  held,  the  va^ 
cancies  were  filled  up,  and  a  number  of  new  bur- 
gesses elected,  of  such  a  character  and  independ- 
ence, as  placed  them  beyond  the  reach  of  improper 
influence.  The  constitutional  objections  which 
we  have  to  make  against  them  are,  that  the  ma- 
jority of  them  are  non-residents  ;  and  that  by  their 
constitution  they  elect  each  other,  without  the 
suffrages  of  the  inhabitants,  who  are  thereby  not 
only  secluded  from  their  natural  right  to  their 
choice  of  magistrates,  but  also  from  the  more  im- 
portant one,  of  delegating  their  representatives  to 
the  legislature,  in  whom  is  the  disposal  «of  their 
liberty,  life,  and  property. 


STOCKBRIDGE.  507 


STOCKBRIDGE. 

Stockbridge,  a  borough  and  market-town  in 
the  parish  and  hundred  of  Kingsomborne,  division 
of  Andover,  Hants,  31  miles  from  Basingstoke, 
and  66  from  London  ;  containing  1^8  houses,  and 
643  inhabitants. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  never  sent  burgesses  to  Parlia- 
ment till  the  first  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Petitions,  &c.  Jan.  22,  l;562.  Mr.  Speaker 
declared  to  the  House,  that  the  Lord  Steward 
agreed  that  the  burgesses  for  this  borough  should 
resort  to  the  House,  and  with  convenient  speed 
shew  their  letters  patent  why  they  had  been  re- 
turned to  Parliament. 

May  9,  16 14.  Mr.  Fuller  reported  the  case  of 
Stockbridge,  that  there  were  only  twenty-eight 
persons  in  the  town  who  had  true  voices  in  the 
election.  That  the  bailiff  got  the  seal  of  the  town 
into  his  own  hands. 

May  17,  1761.  Sergeant  Charleton  reported, 
upon  the  double  return  for  this  borough  of  Sir 
Robert  Howard,  knt.,  and  Robert  Philips,  esq., 
by  one  indenture,  and  Henry  Whitehead,  esq., 
and  Sir  Robert  Howard  by  another;  and  the  opi- 
nion of  the  committee^  that  Mr.  Phillips  ought  to 
sit  till  the  merits  touching  the  election  should  be 
determined — to  which  the  House  agreed. 

June  29.      Another  report  touching  the  said 
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election,  when  it  was  agreed  by  the  House,  that 
Sir  Robert  Howard  and  Colonel  Phillips  were 
well  elected. 

Oct.  25,  1680.  A  petition  of  Henry  White- 
head, esq. 

Nov.  23.  Resolved :  "  That  Henry  White- 
bead,  esq.  is  duly  elected." 

March  3j,  <()SI.  A  petition  of  the  same 
touching  tlie  election  for  this  borough. 

No  report  appears. 

Oct.  2S,  16S9.  A  petition  of  William  Strode, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  William  Montague, 
esq.,  by  means  of  undue  practices. 

A  petition  of  William  Reeves  against  the  same 
return. 

Nov.  1.5.  Resolved:  "That  William  Mon- 
tague, esq.,  is  not  duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this 
borough." 

"  That  William  Strode,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elect- 
ed." 

"  That  the  said  election  is  a  void  election ;"  and 

Ordered:  "  That  Richard  Hewes,  the  bailiff  of 

this  borough,    Page  Robinson,  Gatehouse, 

and  Samuel  Hall,  be  sent  for  in  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms,  forgiving  and  taking  bribes  at  the 
said  election  ;"  and  further. 

Resolved  :  "  That  William  Montague,  esq.,  be 
disabled  from  being  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
this  present  Parliament  lor  this  borough." 

A  motion  was  made  tu  disable  William  Strode, 
esq.,  but  was  disagreed  to. 

A  debate  arose  for  disfranchising  this  borough 
for  ever  from  sending  burgesses  to   Parliament, 
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and  in  lieu  thereof  to  add  two  knights  of  the  shire, 
to  be  chosen  for  the  county  of  Southampton. 

Resolved :  *•  That  it  be  considered  ;*' — but  it 
was  not  moved  again. 

November  27>  16S9.  A  petition  of  R.  Hewes, 
&c.,  inhabitants  of  Stockbridge,  that  they  were 
very  sorry  they  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of 
the  House  by  encouraging  the  giving  of  money, 
and  by  other  irregularities  at  the  late  election 
there,  which  they  had  not  done,  but  that  they 
were  so  near  ruin  by  the  late  king's  army  conti* 
nually  quartering  upon  them,  and  praying  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  and  to  be  discharged  from 
their  confinements.  The  petitioners  being  called 
in,  and  severely  reproved  by  Mr.  Speaker  for  their 
offences,  were  discharged  on  paying  their  fees. 

Resolved,  ^'  That  the  said  election  for  the  said 
borough  of  Stockbridge  is  a  corrupt  and  a  void 
election.'* 

Resolved  :  '^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  dis- 
abling the  said  boVough  of  Stockbridge  to  send 
burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  future." 

And  the  said  bill  was  brought  in  the  same  ses- 
sion, and  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Jan  8,  1690.  A  petition  of  the  bailiffs  and 
constables,  shewing,  that  William  Strode,  esq.,  a 
candidate  for  this  borough,  did  employ  divers  per- 
sons to  threaten  some  men,  that  unless  they  would 
give  him  their  votes,  it  should  cost  them  200/., 
and  that  he  would  indict  others  in  the  Crown- 
office  of  crimes  for  which  they  had  already  suf- 
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fered ;  and  various  other  threats,  to  induce  persons 
to  give  votes  contrary  to  their  inclinations. 

Ordered :  ''  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected/** 

A  petition  of  divers  burgesses  and  inhabitants 
of  this  borough  against  the  return  of  Thomas 
Neale,  esq.,  by  means  of  ill^al  practices. 

No  determination. 
.  March  S5.  A  petition  of  William  Montague, 
esq.»  shewing,  that  he  was  duly  elected ;  but  being 
in  execution  in  the  King's  Bench  at  the  time 
of  the  election,  the  marshal  refuses  to  give  hino 
his  liberty  to  atta[)d  his  parliamentary  duty. 

April  S.  A  petition  of  William  Reeves  and 
others  against  the  return  of  William  Montaj^ue, 
esq. 

The  matter  touching  the  election,  and  the  de* 
tention  of  the  above  member,  being  reported  from 
the  committee,  it  was 

Resolved :  "  That  the  said  report  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  at  an  early  period,''  but 
never  was  delivered,  on  account  of  Mr.  Monta- 
gue's death. 

May  26,  1691.  A  petition  of  Anthony  Row, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Thomas  Jervoise,  esq. 

Oct.  31.  Another  petition  of  the  same  to  the 
same  eflFect. 

Nov.  7*     Petitions  withdrawn. 

Dec.  1,  1693.  A  petition  of  Henry  Dawley, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Anthony  Row,  esq.,  by 
means  of  extravagant  gifts,  &c. 

Resolved  :  *'  That  Anthony  Row,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected;"  which  was,  however,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 
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*'  That  Henry  Dawley,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elected." 

'*  That  the  said  election  is  a  corrupt  and  void 
election ;"  and  further. 

Resolved :  ^'  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  dis- 
abling this  borough  to  send  burgesses  to  Parlia- 
ment for  the  future/' 

Feb.  7,  1694.  The  said  bill  being  prepared, 
and  read  twice,  it  was  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Feb.  5y  1694.  A  petition  of  the  bailiff,  con* 
stables,  and  other  inhabitants,  shewing,  that  the 
petitioners  are  sensible  of  the  high  irregularities 
committed  by  some  members  of  this  borough, 
trusting  the  House  will  not  use  such  severity  to 
the  burgomasters,  they  being  resolved,  in  fu* 
turcj  in  all  difficult  cases,  to  consult  the  gentle-^ 
men  of  the  county  ;  and  praying  that  the  bill  for 
disfiranchising  this  borough  may  be  withdrawn. 

Another  petition  of  the  bailiff  and  inhabitants 
to  the  same  effect,  stating  their  affliction  at  having 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  House,  and  praying 
they  may  be  heard  by  their  counsel  at  the  bar. 

Resolved :  '*  That  both  petitions  be  rejected." 

21,    Ordered:  *' That  the   committee  to 

whom  the  said  bill  is  committed  have  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

S3.     Several    amendments    to    the    said 

bill  were  agreed  to  by  the  House  ;  and 

Ordered :  *^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  with 
the  amendment  of  ^*  Ruaisey." 

30.    The  bill  was  read  a  third  time^  and  a 

clause  was  agreed  to  as  a  rider,  ^^  that  the  next 
election  should  be  at  Basingstoke;"    when  the 
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question  being  put,  that  the  bill  should  pass,  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

April  19.  A  motion  was  made  for  a  new  writ, 
which  was  negatived. 

Nov.  12.  Another  motion  for  a  new  writ ;  and 
on  the  20th,  a  warrant  for  a  new  writ  was  ordered. 

Dec.  7,  1695.  A  petition  of  Nicholas  Bacon 
and  Hugh  Goddard  against  the  return  of  Anthony 
Sturt  and  John  Venables,esqrs.,  by  means  of  undue 
and  corrupt  practices. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  2,  1705.  A  petition  of  Anthony  Burnaby 
against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Hawles  and  Sit 
Edward  Lawrence,  knts.,  by  means  of  bribery  and 
other  illegal  practices. 

No  determination. 

March  3,  1713.  James,  Earl  of  Barrymore,  and 
$ir  Richard  Vernon,  bart.,  petitioned  against  the 
return  of  Richard  Steele  and  Thomas  Broderick, 
esqrs.  They  withdrew  their  petition.  Richard 
Steele,  esq.,  being  expelled  the  House  for  writing 
the  Crisis^  &c.,  a  new  writ  was  ordered  April  19, 
1714,  and  James,  Earl  of  Barrymore,  was  elected  in 
his  place. 

In  179I1  Joseph  Foster  Barham  and  George  Por- 
ter, esqrs.,  petitioned  against  the  return  of  John 
Scott  and  John  Cator,  esqrs.  The  petition  was 
renewed  the  2d  and  3rd  sessions. 

Feb.  22,  1793.  The  Hon.  Edward  James  Eliot 
reported  from  the  committee  appointed  to  try  and 
determine  the  merits  of  the  Stockbridge  elec- 
tion. 
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<*  That  John  Cator  and  John  Scott,  esqrs.y  were 
not  duly  elected/'' 

"  That  Joseph  Foster  Batham  and  George  Por- 
ter, esqrs.,  were  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned/' 

"That  William  Newman  was  the  proper  re* 
turning  oflScer  at  the  last  election  for  the  said  bo- 
rough of  Stock  bridge/' 

"  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,^  that  there 
was  the  most  notorious  bribery  and  corruption  at 
the  last  election  of  members  to  serve  in  this  pre<- 
sent  Parliament,  &c/' 

*'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the  said  bribery  and  corruption  require  the  most 
serious  consideration  of  Parliament.^' 

"  That  the  said  report  be  taken  into  further 
consideration  on  the  7tb  day  of  March  next. 

**  That  the  attorney-general  be  instructed  to 
prosecute  the  said  John  Scott  and  John  Cator, 
esqrs.,  for  having  used  bribery  and  corruption  at 
the  said  election. 

After  several  adjournments,  it  was  ordered,  on 
the  18th  day  of  March  following,  **  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  preventing  bribery  and 
corruption  in  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Stockbridge." 

March  90.  Mr.  E.  J.  Eliot  presented  to  the 
House  a  bill  for  preventing  bribery  and  corruption 
in  the  election  of  .members  to  serve  in  Parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Stockbridge. 

On  a  motion  being  made,  leave,  was  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  incapacitate  sixty 'three^  being  a 
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considerable  majority  of  tbe  electors  of  the  bo- 
rough, from  voting  hereafter  at  elections  of  ni^tn* 
heis  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Stockbridge. 

Petitions  were  presented  and  heard  against  the 
above  bill,  which  ware  productive  of  various  ad- 
journments, till  an  adjourmnent  beyond  the  ses- 
sion, as  in  the  case  of  Hindon,  Shaftesbury,  &c. 
took  place,  and  jtbe.bill  was  hsi. 

These  worthy  electors  are,  therefore,  still  at  li- 
berty to  return  two  members  to  tbe  House  of 
Commons  every  succeeding  Parjiapieot  to  repre* 
sent  fifteea  millions  of  people  in  tbe  BrUish  Senate! 

COJLPORATIOK. 

None:  it  being  a  borough  by  prescription, 
having  a  titular  bailiff,  constable,  and  sergeant  at 
mace. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

Is  in  all  the  inhabitants  paying  to  church  and 
poor. 

Number  of  voters — 57. 

Returning  officer — the  Bailiff. 

Proprietors  —  John  Foster  Barham  and 
George  Porter,  esqrs. 

MODE  OF  BRIBING  THE  VOTERS. 

Tbe  bailiff,  who  is  generally  an  innkeeper,  or 
one  dependant  on  an  innkeeper,  is  the  returning 
officer  at  elections ;  for  it  is  said  that  the  innkeeper, 
in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  receiving  biibes 
upon  these  occasions,  without  being  liable  to  the 
penalty,  has  frequently  procured  one  of  his  own 
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ostlers  to  be  elected  ^liff^  and  has  himself  carried 
the  mace  before  hiin<  . 

.  The  ingenious  Sir  Richard  Steele,  who  repre- 
sented this  borough  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne^ 
•carried  his  election  against  a  powerful  opposition^ 
by  the  merry  expedient  of  sticking  a  large  apple 
full  of  guineas,  and  declaring  it  should  be  the 
prize  of  that  man  whose  wife  should  first  be  brought 
to-bed  after  that  day  nine  months.  This,  we  are 
told,  procured  him  theinterestof  the  women,  who 
are  said  to  commemorate  Sir  Richard's  bounty  to 
this  day,  and  once  made  a  strenuous  effort  to  pro** 
cure  a  resolution,  that  no  man  should  ever  be  re- 
ceived as  a  candidate  who  did  not  offer  himself 
upon  the  same  terms. 

In  the  pension  list  published  in  the  feign  of 
Charles  IL,  there  appears  the  following  extraor-* 
dinary  paragraph-^ 

*^  Sir  Robert  Howard^  member  for  Stockbridge, 
^'  auditor  of  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  three 
*^  thousand  pounds  per  annum.  Many  great  places 
*^  and  boons  he  has  had,  but  his  W  Up-hill 

*'  spends  all,  and  now  refiises  to  marry  him.'' 

rOLITiq^IU   CHARACTER. 

This  borough  cuts  as  distinguished  a  figure  in 
the  annals  of  bribery  as  any  in  England;  not  that 
it  has  been  more  venal  than  others,  but  less  dis- 
creet in  the  practice  of  it.  It  has  several  timet 
escaped  disfranchisement  by  some  of  those  side- 
wind accidents  which  have  saved  many  other  bo^ 
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roughs  io  the  same  predicament ;  such  as  pre?ious 
questions,  delays  till  the  session  was  ended,  want 
of  time  to  examine  further  evidence,  when  the 
fiict,  according  to  the  declaration  of  a  noble  lord  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  was  as  clear  as  the  sun  at 
noon-day !  and  it  therefore  continues  the  practice 
with  impunity  to  the  present  day.  The  price,  we 
understand,  is  still  sixty  pounds  a  man  ;  and 
though  all  the  houses  in  the  borough  are  purchased 
up  by  the  present  members,  who  employ  a  London 
attorney  to  manage  them.  They  must  either  forego 
the  receipt  of  rents,  or  submit  to  this  exaction. 


CHRISTCHURCH. 

Christchurch,  a  borough  and  market-town 
in  the  hundred  of  Christchurch,  division  of  New 
Forest  West,  Southampton,  seven  miles  from 
Kingwood,  and  9S  from  London ;  containing  290 
houses  and  1,410  inhabitants,  of  whom  420  were 
returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manu- 
facture. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  first  sent  to  Parliament  anno  15 
of  Elizabeth ;  for  though  it  was  summoned  the 
35th  of  Edward  L,  and  anno  2  Edward  IL,  the 
baiiiffmade  no  return  to  either  precept.  It  was 
anciently  trailed  Troenambourne,  from  its  being 
situated  at  the  conflux  of  the  rivers  Avon  and 
Stour,  where  they  fall  into  Christchurch  Bay,  and 
has  received  its  present  name  from  the  dedication 
of  its  church  to  Christ. 
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Its  elective  right  has  been  often  disputed  be« 
tween  the  mayor  and  burgesses  on  one, part,  and 
the  populace,  or  inhabitants  at  large,  on  the  other 
part,  but  no  determination  on  the  right  of  voting 
has  ever  taken  place. 

Browne  Willis  states  the  right  of  election  in  this 
bprough  to  be  in  the  Mayor,  Bun^esses  and  Inha- 
bitants. We  find  no  mention  of  it  in  Prynne,  ex- 
cept the  returns  ;  nor  in  Petyt,  Brady,  or  Gian- 
ville.  We  shall  therefore  notice  what  we  find  in 
Carew. 

April  6,  1671.  Mr.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Sergeant 
Man  wood,  and  others,  reported  concerning  the 
return  of  burgesses,  not  having  returned  any  the 
last  Parliament, 

**  That  the  burgesses  should  remain  according 
to  their  returns,  as  the  validity  of  the  charters  is 
to  be  elsewhere  examined,  if  necessary. 

March  94,  1680.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Hooper, 
esq.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 
No  determination. 

March  98,  1690.    A  petition  of  Thomas  Hooper 
and  Thomas  Dore,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
William  Etterick  and  Francis  Gwyn,  esqrs. 
Nov.  9,  1651.     Petition  withdrawn. 
Dec.  9,  1710.     A  petition  of  Peter  Gery,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Peter  Mew,  esq. 
No  determination. 

Oct.  95, 1729.  A  petition  of  William  Goldwyer, 
Samuel  Hookey,  Joshua  Stevens,  John  Han- 
cock, Thomas  Jeanes,  and  John  Bursey,  burgesses 
of  this  borough,  against  the  return  of  Francis 
Gwyn,  esq.,  and  Sir  Peter  Mews,  knt. 
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JaD.  9 1 9  1798.    Anoiher  petitibD  from  tUe  game 
$0  the  same  efiisct. 
PetitidnB  withdrawn. 

March  6.    A  petition  of  Joaeph  HioxmaD,  eaq^ 

^gaiDst  the  return  of  Edward  Prideaux  GW3ni,  esq. 

A  petition  of  Joabua  Steveda,  John  Hancock, 

John  Burse  J,  Thomas  Jeaiiea,  and  Samuei  HookejTf 

against  the  same  return. 

The  following  petition^  containing  an  explana- 
tion of  the  disputed  right  in  this  borough,  will 
render  unnecessary  our  selecting  any  further  ex^ 
tracts  from  the  Journals. 
Cirew,  Nov.  99,  1794.     A  pel ition  of  Joabua  Stevens, 

^'  ^^^*     John  Hancock,  John  Bureey,  Thomas  Jeanea,  and 
Samuel  Hookey,  burgesses  of  Christohurch,  Twyn- 
liam,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  in  behalf  of 
themselves,  and  divers  other  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read, 
shewing,  that  the  said  borough  is  a  borough  by 
prescription,  and  anciently  consisted  of  a  mayor, 
burgesses  resident  in  the  borough,  out-burgesses, 
and  inhabitants  called  the  populace^  having  a  right 
to  elect,  and  send  two  burgesses  to  represent  the 
said  borough  :  that  on  the   8th  of  September  an- 
nually, the  mayor,  and  resident,  or  in -burgesses, 
used  to  meet  in  their  town-hall,  and  there  notni- 
nate  three  of  their  body,  (the  mayor  presiding,) 
to  be  presented  to  the  inhabitants  on  the   14th  of 
the  same  month,  for  them  to  choose  one  of  the 
three  as  mayor  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  per- 
son, nominated  and  chosen,  had  been  sworn  into 
the  said  oflice  of  mayor  at  the  following  Michaelmas 
court-leet ;  that  in   1718  one  John   Stevens  was 


^   .  •     ...  ^        i^^B^aiaya.ai>— ^     ^  •S>^- '  ■ 


CHRISTCHURCH^  5ig 

duly  nomiottted,  and  chosen  mayor,  according  to 
(he  said  custom,  and  expected  to  hafve  been  sworn, 
M'  U6TiaI,  into  the  said  office  for  the  year  ensuing ; 
Imk  by  the  contrnrance  of  some  of  the  burgesses 
and  inkabitants,  together  with  the  lord  of  the  leet 
and  bts  steward,  no  Michaelmas  eourt«Ieet  was 
held ;  and  wbien  a  court-Ieet  was  afterwards  hetd 
in  April,  1719*  by  an  unknown  person  as  steward, 
the  said  John  Stevens  offering  himself,  and  being 
presented  by  the  jury  to  be  sworn  into  the  office 
ef  mayor,  he  was  refused  to  be  sworn,  and  the 
court  was  broke  up  abruptly  by  the  person  who 
appeared  as  steward :   that  James  Stevens,  who 
was  aarayor,  and  presided,  as  usual,  at  the  nomina^^' 
tidn  and  election  of  John  Stevens,  in  1718,  for  m»y(nr 
for  the  year  ensuing,  gave  up  bis  accounts  as  mayor 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  as  usual,  and  neither  acted^ 
nor  pretended  to  be  mayor  afterwards,  and  in  April, 
1719»  died;  so  that  from  September,  1718,  there  was 
no  person  who  acted  as  mayor,  or  that  could  pre- 
side,  through  the  management  and  contrivance 
aforesaid :  notwithstanding  which,  in  September, 
1719,  some  free  burgesses,  being  a  minority  of 
those  then  living,  met  in  the  street,  and  there, 
without  any  mayor  precMing,  nominated  Fratocis 
Owyn,  esq.,  to  be  mayor  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
he,  being  afterwards  sworn   at  the   Michaelmas 
court-leet,  nominated  one  James  Colgill  his  deputy: 
that  thereon  informatioas,  in  the  nature  of  quo 
warrantors  being  granted  against  Mr.  Gwyn  and 
his   said  deputy,   the  information    against    Mr. 
Gwyn  was  tried  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  in 
the  Michaelmas  term,  17S0,  and  a  verdict  was  ob^ 
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tained  against  Mr.  Gwyn,  and  thereupon  judgment 
confessed  by  Colgill,  and  judgments  of  ouster  were 
accordingly  entered  against  both  ;  that  afterwards 
the  petitioners  and  others,  being  burgesses  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  borough,  apprehending  that 
the  rights  and  privileges  were  entirely  lost ;  in 
order  to  restore  the  same,  applied  to  his  majesty* 
by  petition,  for  a  charter  of  incorporation,  which 
petition  was,  by  order  of  council  of  the  6th  of  Fe- 
bruary,  I7?0,  referred  to  the  then  attorney  and 
solicitor-general;  and  Mr.  Gwyn  and  bis  friends> 
likewise  petitioning,  that  the  prescriptive  right  of 
the  borough,  if  lost,  might  be  revived  by  writ 
mandatory^  that  petition  was  likewise  referred: 
that  the  attorney  and  solicitor-general  having  been 
attended  by  counsel  on  both  petitions,  and  on 
both  sides,  reported,  ^<  thai  the  corporation  was 
^^  disabled  to  act  without  his  majesty's  aid ;  and 
^^  tJiat  they  could  not  apprehend  any  difference 
^'  between  the  dissolution  of  a  corporation  and  an 
"  incapacity  of  actings  and   upon  the  whole,  for 
"  the  reasons  given  in   their  report,   they  repre- 
*^  sented  it  as  the  most  advi8,ible  method,  for  his 
**  majesty^  if  he  thought  fit^  to  grant  a  charter  of 
*^  incorporation:** — that  the  said  pretended  mayor 
taking  the  votes  of  the  said  new  illegal  burgesses, 
and  of  those  against  whom  judgment  ot  ouster  had 
been  given,  declared   the  said  Edward  Prideaux 
Gwyn    o  have  the  majority,  and   returned  him  as 
duly    It  cied  ;  that  the  petitioners  do  likewise  in- 
sist, .nd  do  not  doubt  to  prove,  that  the  said  Jo- 
seph iriinxman,  esq.  had  a  majority  of  legal  vote^, 
if  any  such  there  were f  and  that  he,  if  any  oqe. 
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ought  to  have  been  returned  as  duly  elected  to 
serve  for  the  said  borough,  and  praying,  &c. 

Pari  7.  Jacob  Banks  and  Edward  Hooper,  jun. 
petitioners. 

Imp.  Part  3.  A  petition  against  the  return  of 
William  S.  Bourne,  esq.  and  the  Right  Hon. 
George  Rose.     Ordered  to  be  heard  March   19, 

I8O7. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  but 

no  decision  appears  to  have  taken  place  upon  it. 

CORPORATION 

Consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  bailiffs, 
and~a  common-council. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

In  the  Inhabitants,  Householders,  paying  scot 
and  lot;  but  at  present  assumed  and  exercised  by 
the  corporation  exclusively. 

Number  of  voters — 24. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patron — the  Right  Hon.  George  Rose. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

» 

There  does  not  appear  upon  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons  any  resolution  respecting  the 
right  of  election  in  this  borough;  but  Brown  Wil- 
lis states  it  to  be  in  the  inhabitants,  householders, 
paying  scot  and  lot.  The  corporation  have,  how- 
ever, assumed  to  themselves  the  exclusive  right 
for  a  number  of  years,  without  any  opposition  from 
the  inhabitants,  and  exercise  it  at  present  with 
wonderful  address  and  management. 
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Edward  Hooper,  mqi^  ot  Heme  G««irf »  «Mr 
this  botottgb*  MMOF  cciuniMMmcr  or  uM'tiMtQHiy 
forieilr  fflj  y^ein  ImuI  Ibe  Mttfnditfgf  ioterest  of 
this  corporation,  the  directioo  of  wbieb  h*  Mir«i 
retidered  t6  Lord  Melneritary ;  but  Mr.  Rom  of 
the'  treasiflyi  i»  imitatioD  of  hw  predeceaaor,  John 
Robinaon,  at  Harwich,  baa^*  aince  oeqoiFiBg  tlia 
eatate  at  Cuffnella,  in  the  New  Foreat,  conceifiad 
iteoBTiBfeDt  to  tealiae  a  aiaiitar  mfliieDoe^  aod 
baa  accordingly  directed  the  tresMiy  artiHaiy 
against  the  electors  of  Cbristchurch.  A  aoFreoder 
was  soon  obtained,  and  a  capituhtion  agreed  on, 
bjr  which  Mr  Roae  ia  allowed  the  noniinaelioii  of 
its  members.  Should  any  two  geatlaaMRi,  bow* 
ever,  think  proper  to  offer  themselvea  at  a  future 
vacancy  on  the  right  of  the  inhabitanta,  and  take 
the  aiMae  of  a  commitlee  of  tbo  Homo*  of  Com- 
mona  by  petition,  on  the  validity  of  their  ctain  of 
suffrage,  there  is  the  best  founded  preaufnption  <rf 
'  success,  as  they  have  not  contrary  resolutions  of 
former  comndittees  to  combat,  aa  in  the  caaea  of 
Pom  fret  and  Foole,  but  a  clear  and  distinct  right 
established  by  prescription,  and  opposed  only  by 
an  arbitrary  monopoly,  sanctioned  i>y  a  corrupt 
usage  of  a  short 


LYMINGTON. 

Lymington  is  a  borough  and  market-town  in 
the  parish  of  Boldre,  in  New  Forest,  Hanta,  situ- 
ated on  a  creek  of  the  Engliab  Channel  called 
Boldre  Water,  about  :)  of  a  mile  fhMH  the  aea,  IS 
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miteg  from  Soatbampton,  and  95  frofn  Loadon  ; 
containing  476  houses,  and  9,978  inhabitants,  viz. 
974  nidles,  and  1,404  females,  of  whom  987  were 
returned  as  being  emt>loyed  in  various  trades.  It 
consists  principally  of  one  long  street  lisading  to* 
ward  the  quay ;  many  of  the  bouses  are  well 
biiilt.  The  cbief  comm^ce  here  is  the  import  of 
coals,  and  the  export  of  salt ;  but  both  these  are 
greatly  on  the  decline.  The  port  is  an  appendage 
to  Southampton,  and  admits  vessels  of  500  tons  to 
the  quay. 

REPRESKNTAXIVE  HISTORY. 

It  is  a  mayor  town,  but  was  never  represented 
in  Parliament,  till  the  Sfth  of  Elizabeth,  and  has 
continued  to  the  present  time. 

March  S4,  1689*  A  petition  of  Thomas  Jer- 
voise,  and  Oliver  Cromwell,  esqrs.^  against  the 
retiim  of  Thomas  Dore  and  John  Burrard,  esqr^., 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges. 
Dec.  29.  Sergeant  Trenchard  reported  upon 
the  matter.  The  question  wi&s,  whether  the 
election  was  in  this  mayor  and  burgesses,  or  in  thi^ 
mayor,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  :  if  in  the 
former,  the  sitting  members  were  duly  elected  ;  if 
in  the  latter,  the  petitioners  were  duly  elected. 

Resolved  :  "  That  Thomas  Dore  and  John 
Burrard,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected  burgesses  to  serve 
for  this  borough/' 

October  29,  1691.  Resolved,  ''  That  only  the 
mayor  and  burgesses  of  Lymington  have  a  right  to 
elect  a  burgess  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  that 
borough."    ' 
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Jan.  18,  1695.     Resolved,  '<  That  the  right  of 
electing  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Lymington  is  not  in  the  mayor,  bur- 
gesses, and  commonalty  of  the  said  borough,  pay- 
ing scot  and  lot.'' 

Nov.  95,  1695.  A  petition  of  John  Pitt  and 
William  Clark,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  John 
Burrard  and  Thomas  Dore,  esqrs. 

Feb.  IS,  1696.  Colonel  Granville  reported  the 
matter  touching  this  election.  For  the  petitioners, 
it  viras  insisted,  that  this  borough  was  a  borough 
by  prescription,  and  the  right  of  election  is  in  the 
mayor,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  the  borough, 
paying  scot  and  lot. 

On  the  other  side  it  was  insisted,  it  was  a  cor- 
poration by  prescription,  and  the  right  of  election 
is  in  the  mayor  and  burgesses  only  :  and  it  was 
agreed,  if  the  right  was  as  the  petitioners  alleged, 
they  were  duly  elected  ;  if  as  the  sitting  members 
alleged,  they  were  duly  elected. 

Feb.  18,  1696.  Resolved  :  "  That  the  right  of 
electing  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
said  borough  of  Lymington,  is  only  in  the  mayor 
and  burgesses  of  Lymington,  exclusive  of  the 
commonalty,  paying  scot  and  lot.'' 

**  That  John  Burrard  and  Thomas  Dore,  esqrs., 
are  duly  elected  burgesses  for  this  borough,  which 
being  read  twice,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House." 

Feb,  14,  1700.  A  petition  of  James  Worsley 
and  Thomas  Foulierton,  esqrs.,  against  the  return 
of  Thomas  Dore  and  Paul  Burrard,  esqrs. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  1,  1710.     A  petition  of  John  Walter  and 
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William  Forbes,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  Lord 
William  Pawlet  and  Paul  Burrard,  esqrs. 

The  question  was,  whether  the  right  of  election 
is  in  the  mayor,  burgesses,  and  commonalty ;  or 
in  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  this  borough. 

The  following  resolution  in  the  case  of  Boston, 
in  Lincolnshire,  was  insisted  on :  viz. 

May  8,  Car.  L  '*  Agreed  by  the  committee, 
that  the  election  of  burgesses,  in  all  boroughs, 
did  of  common  right  belong  to  the  commoners, 
and  that  nothing  could  take  it  from  them,  but  a 
prescription  and  constant  usage^  beyond  all 
memory!'' 

Edwards  said^  he  had  been  a  burgess  fifteen 
years,  and  had  known  the  borough  above 
thirty-five  years  ;  that  about  the  time  of  the  con- 
vention he  was  a  scot  and  lot  man,  and  that 
several  of  the  burgesses  sent  to  him,  and  told  him, 
he  had  a  right  to  vote  for  members  df  Parliament, 
and  asked  him,  why  he  did  not  try  that  right? 
that  at  two  elections,  the  votes  of  the  populace 
have  been  asked  by  Mr.  Jervoise  and  Mr.  Crom- 
well, and  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Clark,  the  then 
candidates,  who  slood  by  the  populace,  aiid  in 
both  these  elections  Mr.  John  Burrard  was  a  can- 
didate, by  the  mayor  and  burgesses;  that  those 
elections  were  contested,  the  votes  of  the  popu- 
lace were  then  rejected  by  this  House,  and  the 
persons  chose  by  the  select  number  sat  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  since  that  the  populace  have  not  voted. 

Sir  Robert  Smith  said,  when  he  was  mayor  of 
this  borough  (above  twenty  years  ago)  he  refused 
to  make  honorary  burgesses,  and  bis  deputy,  David 
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Edward,  9ged  above  eighty^  commeoded  ium  for 
it,  for  h^  said  it  had  terer  beeo  well  with  the 
town,  sioce  the  iDbabitanAa  hdd  loat  their  right  of 
voting* 

Hackman  aaid^  tiiere  are  about  seventy 

buigesseiB,  of  which  fifteen  or  sixteen  are  inhabi- 
tants, and  there  are  near  One  buedjred  Other  house* 
keepers,  inhabitants,  who  are  not  borg^sses^  but 
generally  in  as  good  condition  as  the  bui^ssea, 
and  all  pay  to  church  and  poor,  fe^xoept^idiout  four 
of  them  ;  that  at  the  last  Section  tim  constabjes 
refused  the  petitioners  admittonos  into  the  town 
hall ;  and  it  is  usual  to  shut  out  all  candidates 
and  others  who  are  not  b^fgess^s» 

Jan.  11,  1711.  Resolved,  ''  That  the  right  of 
election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Lyn^ington,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton  is  in  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the 
said  borough  only." 

*^  That  Lord  William  Pawlet  and  Paul  Burrard, 
esq.,  are  duly  elected  burgesses  for  this  borough." 
Which  resolutions  being  read  twice,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  House." 

CORPORATION. 

This  ancient  borough  is  a  corporation  by  pre- 
scription, consisting  of  a  titular  mayor,  and  bur- 
gesses without  limitation  :  the  mayor  is  annually 
chosen  by  the  burgesses  within  and  without  the 
borough,  and  sworn  at  the  court-leet  ofthe  lord  of 
the  manor. 
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Rli^HX  OF  ELECTION 

In  the  Corporation. 
Number  of  toters — 18. 
Returning  OFFiCER-r-the  Mayor* 
Patron — Sir  Harry  Burrard  Neale,  bart. 

POLITICAL  character. 

* 

The  inhabitants  of  this  borough  have  made 
many  exertions,  as  appears  by  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  recover  their  ancient 
right  of  electing  their  representatives  ;  but  the 
committees  have  uniformly  determined  against 
them,  though  the  aoci^ol  writs,  returns,  and 
customs,  all  prove  that  the  right  of  election  was 
originally  in  the  householders  in  general. 

The  House  of  Commons  have  frequently  been 
compelled  to  acknowledge  this  great  truth.  In 
the  case  of  Abingdon,  the  word  hurgensea^  or  itir- 
gesseSf  was  admitted  to  mean  all  the  housekeepers, 
and  in  the  cases  of  Colchester,  Boston,  Bridport, 
Pomfiret,  Warwick,  and  others,  the  words  com^ 
monalijf  and  community  have  in  like  maimer  been 
determined  to  comprehend  all  the  inhabitants:^ 
but  the  resolution  in  the  case  of  Cirencester 
places  this  question  beyond  all  doubt :  ^*  That 
where  there  is  no  charter,  nor  resolution  of  the 
House  to  the  contrary,  the  right  of  election  is  in 
the  householders.''  This  admits  the  right  to  have 
been  every  where  in  the  householders  before  it 
was  limited  by  royal  charters,  and  resolutions  of 
parliamentary  committees.  Even  the  limitation 
of  paying  scot  and  lot  is  unknown  to  the  consti- 
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tution  ;  for  scot  and  lot,  or  church  and  poor-rates, 
were  never  paid  till  the  4Srd  of  Elizabeth,  and  we 
can  prove  the  right  of  election  to  have  existed 
above  a  thousand  years  antecedent  to  that  period. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  Lymington  is 
what  is  called  a  close,  or  pocket,  borough,  and 
that  its  representative  rights  have  been  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Sir  Harry  Burrard  Neale,  and  bis  ances- 
tors, for  above  one  hundred  years. 


WHITCHURCH. 

Whitchurch,  a  borough,  market-town  and 
parish  in  the  hundred  of  Evingar,  division  of 
Kingsclere,  Hants,  IH  miles  from  Basingstoke, 
aod  57  from  London  ;  containing  930  houses  aud 
1^97^  inhabitants,  a  number  of  whom  are  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  shalloons  and  serges,  and 
many  women  in  making  stays.  The  town  is  an 
ancient  borough  by  prescription,  but  not  incor- 
porated, being  governed  by  a  titular  mayor,  chosen 
at  the  court-leet,  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Winchester,  who  hold  the  manor. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  is  a  borough  by  prescription,  and 
first  sent  members  to  Parliament  in  the  g7tb  of 
Elizabeth. 

May  23,  1685.  A  petition  of  John  Deane,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Henry  Wallop,  and  James 
Russell,  esqrs. 

No  determination. 
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Nov.  30,  1695.  A  petition  of  Richard  Woolatfii. 
ton,  esqr.,  against  the  return  of  Lord  James  Rusv^ 
sell,  by  means  of  serelral  indirect  practices. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  94,  1709.  A  petition  of  Daniel  Park, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Richard  Woolaston  and 
John  Shrimpton,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  divers  cor- 
rupt practices,  on  the  part  of  themselves  and  the 
mayor. 

'  Nov.  10.  Mr.  Bromley  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee/as  it  appeared  to  them  upon  the  said  pei^ 
tition,  as  follows : 

'<  That  the  right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  iik 
the  burgage  tenures,  in  those  who  had  a  burgage 
house,  or  one  acre  of  burgage  land  for  life,  either 
in  their  own  right,  or  in  the  right  of  their  wives. 

Resolved :  *'  That  Richard  Woolaston  and  John 
Shrimpton,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected  burgessts  for 
this  borough/^ 

Nov.  IS,  1705.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Aleyn, 
jun.,  William  Painter,  jun.,  John  Cox,  and  other 
freeholders  and  burgesses  of  this  borough,  against 
the  arbitrary  conduct  of  James  Butler,  the  mayor, 
in  refusing  to  receive  their  votes  for  Daniel  Park^ 
esq.,  who  was  a  candidate,  together  with  John 
Shrimpton  and  Richard  Woolaston,  esqrs.,  but 
finding  that  Mr.  Park  had  not  petitioned  the 
House  for  relief,  they  were  apprehensive  that,  by 
an  acquiescence,  under  such  illegal  proceedings, 
they  may  be  deprived  of  their  right  of  voting  at 
future  elections* 

Nov.27tb.    Petition  withdrawn. 

March  96, 1715.     A  petition  of  Frederick  Tyl- 
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nty,  esq.,  a^cainst  the  return  of  George  Carpe&ter, 
esq.,  through  the  partiality  of  Lawrence  Tortoo; 
the  mayor,  in  refusing  legel  votes  and  admitting 
others  which  were  illegal. 

May  18.    Petition  withdrawn. 

In  1708,  Frederick  Tilney,  esq.  was  found  not 
duly  elected;  and  being  again  returned  with 
Thomas  Lewis»  esquy  both  were  found  not  duly 
elected,  Dec.  91,  1708. 

May  8,  17S1.  General  Rosse  acquainted  the 
House,  that  he  had  received  a  note  from  Thomas 
Vernon,  esq.,  a  member  of  this  House«  requesting  a 
private  audience,  and,  upon  such  audience,  tbe  said 
Mr.  Vernon  told  him,  he  could  be  of  service  to  Mr. 
Aislabie  in  a  bill  then  pending  in  the  House,  for 
which  Mr.  Aislabie  would  make  him  any  acknow- 
ledgment, and  in  any  manner  he  should  think  fit. 

To  which  Mr.  Vernon  declared,  that  he  did 
not  mention  or  intend  any  thing  of  money^  or  any 
other  corrupt  matter^  and  begged  pardon  of  tbe 
gentleman  and  the  House,  if  he  had  committed 
any  offence,  as  the  words  he  made  use  of  arose 
merely  on  account  oi  friendship^  being  nearly  re«f 
lated  to  Aislabie. 

Resolved :  ^^  That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
that  Thomas  Vernon,  esq.,  a  member  of  this 
House,  has  made  a  Corrupt  application  to  General 
Rosse,  a  member  of  this  House,  and  one  of  the 
Committee  of  Secresy,  in  relation  to  a  matter 
depending  before  this  House." 

Resolved :  *'  That  the  said  Thomas  Vernon, 
esq.,  be  for  his  said  offence  expelled  this  House.'' 
And 
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Ordered:  «' Tfa^t  the  thanks  oif  this  House  be 
given  to  General  Rosse,  for  the  justice  he  has 
done  to  this  House,  an0  to  his  country,  in 
laying  the  application  made  to  him  by  Thcmias 
Vernon,  esq.,  before  this  House :"  which  were 
given  in  the  following  terms  by^the  speaker : 
^*  General  Rosse ! 

^*  This  House  has  so  just  a  sense  of  your  having 
^^  laid  aside  all  false  notions  of  honor,  and  of  your 
^*  r^ard  to  the  onVy  true  notion  of  it,  which  is  the 
^*  daimg  Juitice  to  your  country^  that  they  have 
'*  commanded  me  to  give  you  their  thanks,  for 
^  the  justice  you  have  done  to  this  House,  and 
**  to  your  country^  in  laying  the  application,  made 
?*  to.  you  by  Thomas  Vernon,  esq.,  before  this 
*'  House:  and  I 'do  give  you  the  thanks  of  this 
♦*  House  accordingly/* 

To  which  General  Rosse  returned  the  following 
answer : 

••  Mf.  Speaker  !      . 

*'  I  cannot  have  a  greater  sense  of  any  honor 
^^  done  me,  than  I  have  of  that  which  is  done  me 
*^  by  the  commands  of  this  House,  and  expressed 
u  to  me  by.  a  person  of  so  great  honor^  and  for 
*^  whom  I  have  the  greatest  respect :  I  am  sony 
**  there  was  any  occasion  for  it ;  but  thought  it 
^  indispensably  my  duty,  in  execution  of  the 
*^  trust  reposed  in  me  by  tliis  House/^ 

May  19.  Ordered :  ^'  A  warrant  for  a  new 
writ  for  electing  a  burgess,  in  the  room  of  Thomas 
Veroon,  «^.<  expelled  this  House/' 

June7«  A  petition  of  John  Conduit,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Frederick  Tilney,  esq.  . 
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Resolved:  *^  That  Frederick  Tiiney  esq.,  is 
not  duly  elected/' 

'^  That  John  Conduit,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  for  this  borough/' 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

RIGHT   OF   ELECTION. 

Dec.  91,  1708.  Resolved  :  "  Tbst  the  ri^btof 
electing  burgesses,  to  serve  in  Parliament,  for  the 
borough  of  Whitchurch,  in  the  county  of  South* 
ampton,  is  in  the  freeholders  only  of  lands  and 
tenements,  in  the. right  of  themselves  or  their 
wives,  not  split  since  the  act  of  the  7th  and  8th 
years  of  the  reign  of  King  William. 

Number  of  voters — 70. 

Returning  officer — the  titular  Mayor. 

Proprietors  —  Lord  Viscount  Sidney,  and 
Lord  Viscount  Middleton. 

political  character. 

This  is  a  burgage- tenure  borough,  the  freeholds  of 
which  belong  to  the  two  noble  proprietors,  except 
thirteen  that  have  not  been  purchased  from  in- 
dividuals. Whitchurch  is  generally  represented 
by  the  brothers  of  the  two  proprietors  ;  who  have 
only  to  make  out  seven  temporary  conveyances, 
each  for  the  election  day,  artd  as  many  voters  are 
created  for  the  occasion,  as  will  go  through  the 
ceremony  in  half  an  hour,  of  returning  two  nomi- 
nal representatives  for  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 
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PETERSFIELD- 

PfiTERSFiELD,  a  borough  and  market*town  in 
the  parish  of  Buriton,  hundred  of  Finchdean,  divi- 
sion of  Alton,  Hants,  is  situated  on  the  river 
Loddon,  17  miles  from  Portsmouth,  and  66  from 
London;  containing  199  houses  and  1,159  inha- 
bitants, of  whom  748  were  returned  as  being  em^ 
plpyed  in  various  trades. 

REPRESENTATIVE   BISTORT. 

This  borough  first  returned  members  to  Parlia« 
ment  in  the  35th  year  of  Edward  I.,  and  discon- 
tinued till  Edward  the  Sixth's  reign. 

Petitions,  &c.  Feb.  23,  1688.  Colonel 
Birch  reported  upon  the  doufble  return  for  this 
borough. 

Resolved:  "  That  Robert  Mit<rhell,  esq.  is 
duly  elected  for  this  1)orougfa :"  which,  upon 
being  read  twice,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Feb.  7 J  1796.  A  petition  of  Sergeant  Edmund 
Miller,  against  the  return  of  Joseph  Taylor,  esq. 

— ^ —  16.  A  petition  of  the  ancient  fireeholders 
of  this  borough,  against  the  same  return. 

May  9f  1727.  Resolved :  **  That  the  right  of 
election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  !br 
this  borough,  is  in  the  freeholders  of  lands,  or  an- 
cient dwelling  houses  or  shambles,  or  dwelling 
houses  or  shambles  built  upon  ancient  founda* 
tions  within  the  said  borough.'' 

Resolved :  ^^  That  Joseph  Taylor,  esq.,  is  duly 
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/elected  :'^  which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  IJouse^ 
And 

Resolved:  '' That  Sergeant  Edmund  ^iUer» 
is  duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough* 

Pari.  $.  Norton  Pov)«tC»  esq.  Petition  re^ 
pievir^d  sess.  $. 

CASS  OF   9RiBERT. 

■  » 

Oja  Thursday  the  1  $th  of  No vember»  the  comoi) t«e 
beiog  met,  the  petition  of  Mr.  Luttre}  wae  lepad^ 
the  entry  of  which  in  the  jourDals  is  verbatim  ee 
follows : 

Oct.  3M77d*  A  petition  of  ihe  Hon»  John 
Lnttrel  was  read«  setting  forth,  that  at  the  last 
electiop  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  for  the 
borough  of  Petersfield,  Sir  Abraham  Hume,  bart.^ 
high  sheriff  for  the  county  of  Hertford^  William 
JoUifle^  esq.,  and  the  petitioner*  were  candidates, 
and  that  the  said  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and  William 
JolLfie,  by  themselves  aiid  their  agents,  after  the 
dissolution  of  the  last  Parliamenti  and  the  issuing 
of  the  writ  for  the  election,  and  previous  to  and 
during  the  poU,  by  themselves  and  their  agents, 
^nd  by  other  ways  apd  means*  on  the  behalf,  and 
at  the  charge  of  the  said  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and 
William  Jolliffe,  did  give,  present,  and  allow  to 
the  electors  of  the  said  borough,  and  to  several 
persons  who  had  or  claimed  a  ri^ht  to  vpt^  in  the 
^lection  for  the  said  borough,  money,  meat,  drink, 
reward,  entertainments,  and  provision,  in  order  lo 
procure  theipselves  to  be  elected  for  (he  said  bo- 
rough, in  open  defianpe  of  the  l^w ;  s^nd  that  the 
jsaid  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and  William  Jolliffe,  pre^ 
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vioQd  to,  and  daring  the  poll,  were  guilty  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  and  attempting  to  bribe 
and  corrupt  those  who  had  a  right  to  vote  in  the 
said  election,  in  order  to  procure  themselves  to  be 
returned  as  persons  duly  elected ;  and  that  James 
Sbowel,  pretending  to  be  the  mayor  of  the  said 
borough,  acted  partially  and  unfairly  in  the  execu« 
tion  of  his  office,  as  a  returning  o$cer,  during  the 
said  poll,  in  rejecting  good  votes  for  the  petitionef, 
and  admitting  bad  ones  for  the  said  Sir  Abraham 
Home  and  William  Jolliffe,  and  in  many  tftbeir 
respects ;  and  that,  by  the  said  and  other  undue 
means,  the  said  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and  William 
Jolliffe  obtained  a  majority  of  votes  on  the  poll, 
and  were  returned  accordingly  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment for  the  said  borough,  in  prejudice  of  the  pe- 
titioner (who  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned)  and  the  legal  electors  of  the  said 
borough,  and  in  open  defiance  of  the  law  and  free- 
dom of  elections;  and  therefore  praying  the  House 
to  take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  to 
grant  him  such  relief  therein  as  shall,  upon  exa- 
mination, appear  to  be  just. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioner  openeid  the  case 
by  objecting  to  Sir  Abraham  Hume,  that  being 
high  sheriff  for  the  county  of  Hertford  at  the  time 
of  the  election,  he  Was  ineligible;  and  that  notice 
thereof  having  been  given  to  the  returning  officer 
and  to  the  electors,  the  votes  given  to  him  were 
thrown  away : 

To  both  the  sitting  members,,  that  they  had 
heeft  guilty  of  corrupting  the  voterr  by  gifts  and 
promises,  after  the  vacancy  and  issuing  out  of  the 
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inrrit,  by  wiiich  means  the  election  of  them  was 
void  by  virtue  of  the  statute  of  King  William.^ 
.  'After  some  conversation^  between  the  counsel nf 
both  parties  on  the  above  subject,  the  committee 

Resolved ;  ^^  That  the  counsel  be  not  peFmitted 
to  argue  the  point  of  the  ineligibility  of  Sir  Abra- 
ham Hume  as  high  sheriff  for  the  county  of  Hettp 
ford,  the  same  ineligibility  not  being  in  all^^tion 
in  the  petition/' 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioner  then  called  three 
or  four  witnesses,  to  prove  that  gifb  and  promises 
bad  been  made  by  Mr.  JoUiffe,  in  the  presence, 
^nd  with  the  concurrence  of  the  other  sitting  .mem- 
hex.  In  their  opening,  they  did  not  allege  that 
they  could  oq  this  ground  bring  the  majority  of 
votes  against  either  of  the  sitting  members  to  be 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Luttrel;  the  object^  therefore,  of 
the  evidence,  was  to  make  the  election  void  as  to 
one  or  both.  In  the  course  of  the  evidence  one 
John  Newman  was  called,  to  prove  a  declaration 
made  to  him  by  one  John  Blackstone,  a  voter, 
about  having  the  promise  of  a  house  from  Mr.  JoJ- 
Jiffe  for  his  vote. 

On  the  part  of  the  sitting  members  this  evidence 
was  objected  to. 

It  was  said,  that  although  the  declaration  (not 
upon  oath)  of  a  person  who  cannot  be  obliged  to 
be  a  witness  on  the  subject  himself,  is  admissible 
in  evidence  to  affect  such  person,  yet  it  is  not  ad- 
missible as  against  a  third  party  ;  and  that  as  the 
counsel  for  the  petitioner  had  not  said  that  they 
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meant  to  disqualify  voters,  but  only  to  affect  the 
sitting  members  personally  by  promises,  gifts,  &c. 
which  they  had  made,  the  evidence  would  not  be 
admitted  for  that  purpose. 

It  was  answered  by  the.  counsel  for  the  peti- 
tioner, that  they  were  not  obliged  to  anticipate 
the  intent  and  purpose  of  the  evidence  they  pro- 
duced ;  that  what  th^y  now  offered,  was  certainly 
competent  in  an  election  cause;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee, after  they  should  hear  it,  would  judge  to 
what  use  it  ought  to  be  applied. 

The  committee,  after  deliberation, 
.  Resolved  ;  *^  That  the  evidence .  offered  could 
not  be  admitted  in  support  of  any  charge  against 
Sir  Abraham  jEiume  or  Mr.  Jolliffe/' 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioner  then  said,  they 
would  ask  the  same  question  with  a  view  to  dis- 
qaalify  Brackstone ; 

Which  they  were  allowed  to  do. 

On  Thursday  the  l6th  of  Nov.,  being  the  same 
day  on  which  the  cause  was  heard,  the  committee, 
by  tbfe  chairman,  infomied  the  House  that  they 
had  deteribined, 

'^  T^at  the  two  sitting  members  were  duly 
elected. 

CORPORATION. 

I 

This  town  was  incorporated  by  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  governed  by  a. mayor  and  commonalty.  Yet 
it  has  given  up  all  its  privileges  to  the  family  oi 
the  Hamborows,  now  descended  to  Mr.  JoUiffe^ 
who  is  lord  of  the  manor,  at  whose  court  the 
titular imayor  js  now  annually  chosen. 
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•  « 

RIGHT   OP   KLS€TIOir« 

May  %  17S7.  In  dwelling  bouses  or  shambl^s^ 
built  on  ancient  foundations. 

Number  op  totrrs — 154,  nominally,  but  ac- 
tually only  one. 

Returning  oppicer— a  titular  Mayor,  ap- 
pointed by  the  lord  of  the  manor  at  his  court-Ieet. 

Proprietor — Hylton  JoUiffe,  esq. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

In  the  last  borough,  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Winchester  appointed  the  returning  officer,  and 
two  lords  returned  the  two  members;  but  here» 
one  person  appoints  the  returning  officer  and 
names  both  the  members. 

The  dwelling-houses  and  shambles  give  the 
right  of  voting,  not  to  the  occupiers  or  pro- 
prietors, but  to  the  individual  who  has  purchased 
the  freeholds  of  those  places,  and  conveys  a  few  of 
them  on  the  day  of  election  to  his  servants  or  de- 
pendents, who  thereby  become  voters  for  the  day, 
and  return  the  persons  they  are  directed.  The 
members  are  never  seen  in  this  borough,  nor 
known  to  any  person  connected  with  it,  except 
the  proprietor.  There  are  thirty-six  of  these 
close  or  nominal  boroughs  in  England/,  which 
send  seventy-two  members  to  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, some  of  them  destitute  of  a  singled  house  or 
inhabitant :  their  establishments  all  existing  in 
fiction.  The  borough  itself,  like  Old  Sarum, 
being  a  fiction,  there  existing  no  such  place  but 
by  name.     The  electors  in  all  these  boroughs  are 
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fictions  named  upon  parchment  for  the  day.  The 
returning  officer  is  also  a^ctitious  character,  call^ 
a  bailiff,  steward,  portreve,  or  titular  mayor, 
having  no  office,  function,  or  power,  but  thkt  of 
setting  his  name  to  the  instrument  which  con- 
cludes these  fictitious  proceedings. 

These  burgage  tenure  boroughs  are  a  greater  in* 
suit  to  common  sense  than  even  tbe  corporation 
boroughs,  for  there  are  a  certain  number  of  indivi- 
duals with  an  efficient  officer  at  their  head,  but 
here  every  thing  is  nominal  except  the  members, 
who  have  the  same  votes  in  Parliament  as  the 
members  for  London,  Westminster,  or  Yorkshire. 


ANDOVER. 

An  DOVER  is  a  borough  and  market-town  in  the 
division  of  Andover,  Hants,  63  miles  from  LiOn- 
don  ;  contains  657  houses,  and  3,304  inhabitants^ 
being  1,458  males,  and  1,846  females,  of  whom 
1,957  were  returned  employed  in  various  trades, 
&c.  It  stands  on  the  small  river  Ande,  and  its 
Saxon  name  was  Anedafaran^  i.  e.  over  Ande; 
It  is  a  healthy  and  populous  place,  carrying  on  a 
considerable  traffic  in  shalloons,  malting,  &c., 
particularly  since  the  canal  from  hence  through 
Rumsey  to  Southampton  has  been  cut. 

R9FR]«:SEKTATIVB    HISTORY. 

This  borough  sent  burgesses  to  alt  the  Parlia- 
ments of  Edwafsd  the  First,  and  also  annq  1  of  Ed^ 
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ward  the  Second,  and  then  discontinued  till  the 
S7th  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

April  30,  1641.  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
Waller  concerning  the  election  for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  6,  1678.     A  petition  of  John  Deane,  esq., 
against  the  undue  return  of  Charles  West,  esq. 
•    Ordered  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  but  the 
Parliament  being  soon  after  dissolved,    it    was 
never  heard. 

March  98,  1679.  A  petition  of  John  Pol/en, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  William  Withers,  esq. 

March  S4,  1680.  A  petition  of  Francis  Paulet 
and  Sir  Robert  Henley,  touching  the  election  for 
this  borough. 

Neither  petitions  were  heard. 

Jan.  23,  1688.  A  petition  of  Sir  Robert  Hen- 
ley and  John  Venables,  esq.,  complaining  of  an 
undue  return  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  this  present 
convention. 

April  1,  1689.  Colonel  Birch  reported,  that 
the  question  was,  whether  the  election  lay  in  the 
bailiff,  and  a  select  number  of  burgesses,  only ; 
or  in  the  populace  :  and  the  petitioners  insisted, 
that  it  was  an  ancient  borough,  which  used  to 
send  members  to  Parliament  chosen  by  the  popu- 
lace. 

April  1,  1689.  Resolved  :  "  That  the  right  of 
election  lo  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is 
in  the  bailiff  and  a  select  number  of  burgesses." 

Resolved:  *«  That  Francis  Paulet  and  John 
Pollen,  esqrs.,  are  both  duly  elected. 


■■   ■!.    . 
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Feb.  13,.  1700.  The  House  biding  inrodrmed, 
that  Francis  Shepherd,  esq.,  a  member  of  this 
House,  had  been  guilty  of  bribery  at  several  cor- 
porations,  in  order  to  procure  members  to  be 
chosen,  and  being  heard,  insisted  upon  his  inno- 
cence. The  House, after  hearing  counseland  wit- 
nesses, resolved : 

March  I7j  "  That  the  electors  of  the  borough 
of  Andover,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  have 
endeavoured  corruptly  to  set  to  mIc  the  election  of 
u  burgess  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said 
borough.-— And  further  resolved : 

'^  That  the  lending  money  upon  any  security  to 
a  corporation  which  sends  members  to  Parliament, 
and  remitting  the  interest  of  the  same  with  intent 
to  influence  the  election  of  such  corporation,  is 
an  unlawful  and  dangerous  practice.'' 

18th.  Ordered:  ''That  Mr.  Julius  Samborn, 
bailiff  of  this  borough,  Mr.  Wimbleton,  and 
Mr.  Wareham,  having  been  concerned  in  cor- 
ruptly exposing  to  sale  the  election  of  a  burgess 
for  this  borough,  be  severally  taken  into  the  cus* 
tody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms.'* — And 

Ordered :  ''  That  Francis  Shepherd,  esq.,  do 
attend  to  answer  the  charges  against  him,  touch- 
ing the  election  for  this  borough." 

19th.  Francis  Shepherd,  esq.,  attended,  and 
disclaimed  any  act  of  bribery,  and  submitting  him- 
self entirely  to  the  House. 

Ordered :  ''  That  Francis  Shepherd,  esq.,  be 
discharged  from  being  a  meoiber  of  the  House.'' — 
See  Newport,  &c. 

April  23,  1701.     A  petition  of  Julius  Samborn, 
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Joseph  Wimbletoa,  and  Edward  Warebam,  eaq., 
acknbwtedging  their  offences,  begging  pardon,  and 
requesting,  to  be  discharged. 

94tb.  They  were  brought  to  the  bar,  repri- 
manded on  their  knees,  and  discharged. 

Jan.  3f  1708«  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Cope, 
knight,  against  the  return  of  Francis  Shepherd, 
esq. 

Oct.  96.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Cope,  and 
Francis  Conway,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  John 
Smith  and  Francis  Shepherd,  esq. 

**  That  John  Smith  and  Francis  Shepherd, 
esqrs.,  are  both  duly  elected  for  this  borough/' — 
To  all  which  the  House  agreed. 

In  171 3)  Thomas  Pitt,  esq.,  petitioned  and 
withdrew  it.  In  ITS?*  Matthew  Skinner,  Abel 
Ketelbey,  and  William  Guidott,  esqrs.,  petitioned ; 
the  two  former  withdrew  their  petitions,  and 
Charles  CoUyear,  esq.,  was  found  duly  elected. 
In  17*50,  Francis  Blake  Delaval,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  the  return  of  John  Whitwell  Griffin,  esq., 
but  withdrew  it. 

CORPORATION. 

This  town,  it  is  said,  had  its  first  charter  from 
King  John,  but  was  last  incorporated  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  is  governed  by  a  bailiff,  a  steward, 
a  recorder,  two  justices,  nine  other  capital  bur- 
gesses, and  twelve  assistants,  who  annually  choose 
the  bailiff,  and  the  baiUff  appoints  two  sergeants 
at  mace  to  attend  hira. 
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RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

In  the  bailiflf  and  select  number  of  burgesses 
oit/y,  1st  April,  16S9. 

Jan.  28,  1703.  Resolved  :  '«  That  the  right  of 
election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Andover,  in  the  county  of  Southamp- 
ton,  is  in  the  bailiff,  and  select  number  of  bur- 
gesses only. 

March  7,  1727.  Resolved :  **  That  the  ap- 
proved  men  and  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  An^ 
dover,  (in  com.  Southampton,)  who  have  peti- 
tioned this  House,  complaining  of  an  undue  elec- 
tion and  return  for  the  said  borough,  and  that 
their  votes  were  refused  by  the  said  bailiff,  be  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  the  said  petition. 
.    Number  of  voters — 24. 

Returning  officer — the  Bailiff. 

PATRONS-^Earl  of  Portsmouth  and  Ralph  Et- 
wall,  esq.  * 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  corporation  of  this  town,  like  that  of 
Christchurch,  have  assumed  the  exclusive  privi- 
\^igb  of  election,  but  with  much  better  pretensions 
than  the  latter,  as  they  have  the  sanction  of  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  1st  of 
April,  16899  and  again  confirmed  the  28th  of 
January,  1709.  The  corporation  consists  of 
twelve  capital  bui^esses,  from  amongst  whom,  a 
bailiff  and  two  other  magistrates  are  annually 
chosen,  and  twelve  assistant  burgesses.  They 
have  also  a  high  steward,  recorder,  and  town  clerk. 
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The  inHabitants  of  this  town,  who  are  numc' 
rous,  there  being  upwards  of  six  hundred  houses, 
have  never  submitted  but  with  regret,  and  the 
strongest  opposition,  to  the  deprivation  of  their 
rights,  which  they  had  exercised  till  16899  and 
were  then  disfranchised  by  one  of  those  arbitrary 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons  which 
brought  their  decisions  into  such  general  disre- 
pute, as  to  give  life  to  the  Grenville  Act,  which 
was  expected  to  be  a  security  to  the  country 
against  future  encroachments  of  the  people's 
rights ;  but,  alas !  it  does  not  remove  from  the 
journals  those  numerous  resolutions  of  disfran- 
chisement, which  affect  not  only  this  town,  but 
the  towns  of  Banbury,  Beaumaris,  Bewdley,  and 
above  a  hundred  more,  tc^ether  with  the  popular 
cities  of  Bath,  Salisbury,  Winchester,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Had  the  acts  of  the  10th,  Uth,  and  28th  of 
George  III.,  better  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Grenville  Acts,  repealed,  or  caused  to  be  ex- 
punged, all  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, fespecting  the  right  of  election  in  cities^ 
towns  corporate,  boroughs,  cinque  ports,  &c.,  and 
then  left  the  question  of  right  open  to  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  constituted  as  that 
act  directs,  and  subject  to  an  appeal,  as  is  enacted 
in  the  last  mentioned  statute,  this  intolerable 
grievance  might  in  time  have  been  corrected,  and 
the  large  and  popular  towns  and  cities,  at  least, 
have  been  restored  to  their  natural  and  constitu- 
tional privileges. 

The  political  annihilation  of  cities  and  towns, 
such  as  Ely,   Manchester,  Leeds,  &c.  which  for- 
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merly  sent  members  to  Parliament,  and  the  limita-' 
tipu  of  the  right  of  franchise  to  the  corporations 
of  others,  has  reduced  the  constitution  to  a  wreck, 
the  representation  to  a  form,  the  substance  to  a 
shadow  ;  and  it  is  now  impossible  to  restore  it  to 
its  essence,  vigour,  and  purity,  but  by  a  radical, 
effectual,  and  universal  reform. 

The  patrons  of  this  corporation,  who  have  the 
nomination  of  their  members,  are  the  Earl  of 
Portsmouth,  their  high  steward^  and  Ralph  Et- 
wall,  esq.,  an  attorney  of  this  borough. 


SOUTHAMPTON. 

Southampton,  a  boroug)i-town,  consisting  of 
six  parishes^  is  situated  at  the  union  of  the  rivers 
Test  and  Itchen,  which  form  Southampton  bay,  92 
miles  from  Portsmouth  and  77  from  London.  It 
contains  1^509  houses,  and  7)913  inhabitants,  viz. 
3,390  males  and  4,693  females,  of  whom  1,889 
were  eniployed  in  various  trades  and  manufec-^ 
tures.  The  town  (except  the  eastern  part)  is  well 
paved,  lighted,  and  watched  ;  conduits  are  disposed 
at  proper  distances,  supplying  the  town  with'ex-^ 
cellent  water.  Many  new  and  elegant  buildings 
have  arisen  within  these  few  years ;  which  are 
chiefly  occupied  as  lodging-houses  for  its  numerous 
summer  visitors,  for  the  purpose  of  sea-bathing. 
As  the  town  occupies  a  kind  of  Peninsula,  the 
soil  of  which  is  a  hard  gravel,  and  the  streets  hav- 
ing a  gentle  ascent,  they  are  always  clean  and 
dry.     The  walls  with  which  the  town  was  an- 
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REPRRSENTATIVB    H'ISTORV. 

It  first  sent  ipembers  to  Parliament  in  the  33<l 
of  Edw^pd  r.,  and  is  a  tbwii  and  county  of  itsfelf^ 
being  made  so  by  Herifry  VI. 

In  the  6rtt  of  Edward  Hi.,  it  appears  the  re** 
turn  was  made  by  the  bailiff. 

Petitions,  &c;  March  19,  1689.  A  petition 
of  Sir  ChWrles  Wyndham,  against  the  return  of 
Edwai-d-  Flemming,  esq.,  claiming  the  right  of 
election  to  be  in  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants,' 
paying  scot  and' lot;  Mr.  Flemming,  at  the  same 
tinie,  insisting  it-  tiD^  be  in  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  arid 
a  select  number  of  burgesses. 

Resolved  :  •*  That  the  right  of  election,  for  th** 
town  and  county,  is  in  the  burgesses  and  inhabit*^ 
ants  of  the  said  town  and  county.'* 

•'  That  Edward  Flemming,  esq.  is  not  duly 
elected." 

"  That  Sir  Charles  Wyndham  is  duly  elected  :" 
which  resolutions^  being  read  twice,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  the  return  ordered  to  be 
amended  accordingly. 

24.     A  petition  of  Arthur  Shallct,  esq.^ 

against  the  returrt  of  Sir  Benjamini  Newlaind. 

Oct.  \7i  1690;  Another  petition  of  the  same, 
to  the  same  effect. 

Nov:  29i  1695.  A  petition  of  John  Smith, 
esq.t  against  the  same  return. 

The  question  upon  this  return  was,  Whether  the 
right  of  election  was  in  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  bur- 
gesses, and  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough^ 
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excluding  the  out-living  bui^esses»  or  whether 
including  the  out-living  burgesses,  as  well  as  the 
burgesses-inhabitant. 

Resolved  :  ^^  That  the  right  of  election  is  lo  the 
out-living  burgesses,  as  well  as  the  bui^gesses 
inhabitants,  and  other  inhabitants,  paying  scot 
and  lot." 

'*  That  Sir  Benjamin  Newland  is  duly  elected 
a  burgess  for  this  town  and  county :"  both  which 
resolutions,  being  read  twice,  were  agreed  to  by 
the  ffouse. 

Feb.  19,  171 1^  A  motion  being  made,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  taking  a  gratuity  of  500 
gold  ducats  annually  from  the  contractors  for 
bread  and  bread  waggons,  for  the  army  in  the  low 
counties,  by  Adam  Cardonnell,  esq.,  secretary  to 
the  general  there,  a  member  of  this  House,  was 
unwarrantable  and  corrupt,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative :   and  further 

Resolved :  "  That  the  said  Adam  Cardonnell, 
be,  for  the  said  offence^  expelled  this  House." 
Gicnbcrvic,      In  1734,  there  being  a  double  return,  viz.  An- 
47.    '^'    thony  Henley  and  John  Conduit,  esqrs.,  the  for- 
mer was  voted  not  duly  elected,  April  3,  1735. 

In  1774,  several  voters,  (in  the  interest  of  Lord 
Charles  Greville  Montagu)  petitioned  against  the 
election  of  John  Fleming,  esq.  The  petitioner 
stated,  that  Mr.  Fleming,  when  he  offered  himself 
a  candidate,  and  at  the  time  he  was  returned  as  a 
burgess  to  represent  tlie  said  town  in  Parliament, 
was  sheriff  of  Hampshire,  or  the  county  of  South- 
ampton, and  that  all  sheriffs  are  disabled  from 
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being  elected,  not  only  by  an  ancient  resolution 
of  the  House,  but  by  the  express  letter  of  hi3  ma- 
jesty's writ  or  summons  directed  to  the  sheriif. 

It  was  admitted  that  Mr.  Fleming  was  sheriff 
of  Hampshire  at  the  time  of  his  election ;  that 
the  town  of  Southampton  is  a  county  of  itself; 
that  there  is  a  sheriff  of  the  town  to  whom  the 
writ  of  election  is  sent,  and  who,  in  consequence 
of  the  writ,  issued  his  precept  to  the  mayor  and 
two  bailiffs,  they  being  the  returning  officers. 
The-  committee  resolved  :  '*  That  John  Fleming, 
esq.,  being  sheriff  of  Hampshire  at  the  time  of  the 
last  general  election,  was  eligible  to  serve  in  Par* 
liament  for  the  town  of  Southampton." 

The  committee  refused  to  permit  the  petitioners  P«ekweii, 
to  give  evidence  tending  to  shew  that  the  votes  '  '^' 
given  were  thrown  away,  inasmuch  as  there  was 
no  such  allegation  in  the  petition  :  but  the  prin- 
ciple was  admitted  to  be,  **  that  where  there  is  a 
legal  incapacity,  and  the  fact  of  a  candidate's  being 
under  such  incapacity  is  known,  the  votes  given 
for  him  are  thrown  away.'' 

There  arose  an  objection  to  the  inayor's  con-  ^^^» 
duct  upon  a  fraudulent  omission,  by  him,  of  partiM. 
of  the  election  writ  in  the  precept  for  election; 
and  it  was  resolved,  *'  That  the  matter  could  not 
be  inquired  into,  because  it  was  not  alleged  in 
the  petition." 

On  Feb.  19,  177^9  ^be  committee,  by  their 
chairman,  informed  the  House,  that  they  had  de- 
termined **That  the  sitting  member  was  duly 
elected." 
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CORPORATION. 

A  mayor,  recorder,  sheriff,  two  bailiffs,  and  an 
indefinite  number  of  burgesses.  All  wlio  have 
served  the  office  of  mayor  ace  atiled  aldenaen ; 
and  those  who  have  served  sheriff  or  bailiff,  are  of 
the  common  council. 

The  burgesses,  though  uot  members  of  the  com- 
mon councili  are  yet  of  the  corporation,  and  have 
vptes.  These  are  priocipsUy  made  for  election 
purposes,  ^d  whenisver  there  is  a  contest,  a  num* 
ber  of  them  are  calle4  in  from  ail  parts  of  the 
couqtry,  to  maVje  a  majority  for  the  mimslenal 
candidates. 

The  mayor  aod  recorder,  the  Bishop  of  Win- 
Chester,  the  five  senior  aldermen,  and  the  two 
senior  common  councilmen,  are  justices  of  the 
peace.  They  have  also  a  town  clerk,  four  serr 
geants  at  mace,  and  a  town  crier. 


RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Dec.  31,  16S9.  Resolved  :  "  That  the  right  of 
election  of  Burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  town  and  county  of  Southampton,  is  in  the 
Burgesses  and  Inhabitants  of  the  said  town. 

March  17,  169^.  Resolved:  "That  the  out- 
living Burgesses,  as  well  as  the  Burgesses,  Inha- 
bitants, and  other  Inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot, 
have  a  right  to  vote  for  electing  members  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  the  town,  and  county  of  the 
town  of  Southampton. 

Number  of  voters — 700. 
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RcTUR-KiNG  OFFICERS — the  MayoF  and  two 
Bailiffs,     April  3,  1735. 

P'AXROK — Rt.  Hon.  George  Rose.  One  mem- 
ber. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

The  influence  in  this  town  is  principally  in  the 
corporation,  although  the  right  of  election  is  in 
the  inhabitants,  householders,  paying  scot  and  lot, 
and  their  number  is  near  seveti  hundred. 

The  late  Hans  Stanley,  of  famous  memory,  re- 
presented this  town  near  thirty  years,  and  was  so 
profuse  in  the  distribution  of  court  favors,  which 
it  is  well  known  were  at  his  disposal,  as  to  bring 
it  into  the  vortex  of  government  boroughs.  So 
unstable,  however,  is  gratitude,  thus  procured, 
that  they  turned. his  nephew,  the  present  Hans 
Sloane,  esq.,  out  of  its  representation,  a  very  few 
years  after  his  death. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  George  Rose  succeeded  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Hans  Stanley,  as  government  patron  of  this 
town.  In  1794,  his  son,  G.  H.  Rose,  esq.,  had 
to  sustain  a  severe  contest  with  Bryan  Edwards, 
esq.  In  1S06,  the  independent  interest  succeeded 
in  returning  one  member,  Arthur  Atherley,  esq., 
a  native  of  Southampton,  who  was  elected  by  a 
considerable  majority.  The  numbers  on  the  poll 
being  for 

Arthur  Atherley,  esq 48if 

G.  H.  Rose,  esq 382 

J.  Jackson,  esq • .  •  •  S80 

At  this  election,  as  upon  other  occasions,  Mr« 
Rose  polled  his  host  of  non-resident  buigesaes* 
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Thomas  Beckley,  esq. 

Major-General  Cajvert. 

Williatn  James  Cooke,  esq. 

Peter  Smith,  esq. 

W.  C.  Daman,  Attorney  at  Law. 

Sir  Nathaniel  Holland,  bart. 

Reverend  Anthony  Hamilton,  D.D. 

Reverend  Edwards  Beadon,  clerk. 

Giles  Stibbert,  esq. 

William  Sotheby,  esq. 

John  Roberts,  esq. 

Thomas  South,  esq. 

George  N.  Vincent,  esq. 

Tomkins  Hilgrove  Turner,  esq. 

William  P.  Smith,  esq. 

William  Edward  Jolliffe,  mercer. 

Reverend  Robert  Cranmer,  clerk. 

John  Brissault,  esq. 

A;. Scott,  esq.,  rear-admiral. 

Reverend  Cranley  Lancelot  Kerby,  clerk. 

David  Lance,  esq. 

Jeremiah  Olive,  esq. 

John  Hornby,  esq. 

Thomas  Porteus,  esq. 

Robey,  Eldridge,  merchant. 

Robert  Sadleir  Moody,  esq.' 

Edmund  James  Moody,  esq. 

Reverend  Alexander  Scott,  D.  D. 

Hans  Sloane,  esq. 

Edward  Desbrowe,  esq.  vice-chamberlain  to  the 
Queen. 

William  Stuart  Rose,  esq. 

Edward  Dauvergne,  esq. 
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the  northern  to  t|he  southern,  being  60  miles  in 
circumference ;  containing  an  area  of  100,000 square 
acres,  of  which  quantity  7^)000  acres  may  be  rec- 
koned in  a  course  of  tillage,  and  30,000  in  pastur* 
age.  It  is  divided  into  two  hundreds,  called  East 
and  West  Medina;  .36  parishes,  3  boroughs,  New- 
port, Newton,  and  Yarmouth;  the  whole  contain- 
ing 3,^8  jhous^s  and  33^097  inhabitants,  vjiz.  10,834 
males  and,  1 1 ,373  females ;  of  whom  3,409  were  re- 
turned as  being  e^Qiployed  in  various  trades,  and 
4,377  inagrlculture.  Its  principal  river  is  the  Me- 
dina, which  gives  name  to  its  hundreds,  aqd  so 
called  from  its  dividing  the  island  into  two  nearly 
equal  parts;  there  are  two  other  small  streams, 
called  the  Yar  and  the  Wootton. 

This  large  district  of  Hampshire,  which  is  more 
extensive  than  the  county  of  Middlesex,  sends, 
independently  of  its  boropghs,  no  representatives 
to  Parliament.  Such  persons  as  poss^ess  freeholds 
within  the  island  are  permitted  to  vote  for  the 
county  of  Southainpton,  but  they  might  as  well 
have  th^t  privilege  in  Yorkshire ;  for  in  order  to 
exercise  it  tj^ey  must  travel  from  their  residence 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  which  is  S3  miles  long  and 
13  broad,  and  cross  the  sea  17  miles  to  South- 
ampton,  after  which,  they  have  13  miles  more  to 
Winchester  to  give  their  votes  at  an  election  which 
t^ey  have  nq  rppre  local  interest  in, or  topographical 
connexion  wi(h>  than  they  have  with  Yorkshire. 

Newport  tl^e  capital  of  the  island,  including 
that  part  of  th^  tpwp  which  is  out  of  the  parish, 
contains  ^  pppul^tion  of  4,000  persons,  has  two 
n^en^bers  {{hosei)  by  a  self-elqqtqfl  corpor^tiop  of 
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does  not  impress  on  the  mind  the  fullest  conviction 
of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  radical  reform  in  the 
representation,  it  is  surely  fair  to  conclude,  that  the 
utmost  power  of  reason  and  eloquence  would  be 
exerted  in  vain. 


NEWPORT,  OR  MEDINA— (IsLB  of  Wight.) 

Nbwpout,  a  borough  and  market-town  in  the 
parish  of  Carisbrook,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Hants, 
is  situated  near  the  middle  of  the  island,  on  the 
river  Medina  or  Cowes,  which  falls  into  the  sea, 
7  miles  below  this  town.  It  is  79  miles  from  Lon- 
don, and  contains  564  houses  and  3,585  inhabi- 
tants, viz.  1,651  males,  1,934  females,  of  whom 
640  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  various 
trades.  The  town  is  regularly  built,  and  has  some 
handsome  shops  and  good  inns. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  borough  sent  members  to  Parliament  in 
the  S3rd  oi  Edward  the  First,  and  it  afterwards 
ceased  till  the  S7th  of  Elizabeth,  when  she  re- 
stored it. 

Petitions,  &c.  Jan.  28,  1698.  A  petition  of 
John  Acton,  esq.,  against  the  return  of Green- 
bill,  esq.,  by  means  of  notorious  practices,  to  the 
disservice  of  his  majesty,  he  being  at  the  same  time 
a  commissioner  of  the  dock-yard  at  Portsmouth. 

Nov.  29,  1699.  Another  petition  of  John  Ac- 
ton, esq.,  agaiiist  the  same  return. 

Jan.  11,  1700.     Sir  Rowland  Gwynn  reported 
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^  to  him  on  his  behalf,  will  immediately  proceed 
^'  to  get  him  a  good  post,  and  also  will  do  you 
'^  and  the  town  any  service  that  shall  be  desired 
•*  of  him. 
"  The  commissioner  has  this  day  wrote  to  the 
Earls  of  Oxford,  and  Scarborough,  to  request 
of  my  Lord  Cutts,  his  recommendation  to  your 
corporation,  according  as  I  hinted  to  you,  and  I 
'^  hope  in   a  few  days  to  hear  a  good  account  of 
"  that  matter;  however,  whether  the  commissioner 
*^  does  obtain  his  ends  or  not,  he  assures  me  his 
*^  zeal  to  serve  the  town  will  not  be  a  jot  the  less;, 
<'  and  that  now  he  will  employ  all  the  poor,  I  must 
''  earnestly  beg  your  best  endeavours  to  promote 
his  interest  against  he  comes  over,  and  will  please 
cunningly  to  intimate  the  commissioner's  design 
^^  to  serve  the   mayor* s  son,  as  also  my  brother 
Rookly*Sf  which   he  positively  resolves  to  do. 
I  hope  by  your  prudent  management^  the  copi- 
*^  missioner  will  find  from  the  corporation  a  civil 
and  candid  reception^  which  will  be  most  grate- 
fully acknowledged  by  him  to  you  all,  particu- 
"  larly  to  yourself,  as  also  by 

"  Your  most  faithfnl,  humble  servant, 

"  W.  Smith.'' 
*•  Portsmouth  Dock-Yard, 

*'  July  28th,  1698." 
"  P.  S.  I  have  sent  the  coflTee  by  the  bearer, 
**  Nurse  Dart,  which  humbly  prays  your  accept- 
*'  ance.  My  service  attend  you  and  my  cousins." 
And  the  said  Matthews  said  he  had  received  a 
second  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, and  that  he  acquainted  the  mayor  of  ther 
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Ordered :  <<  That  he,  the  said  John  Hassum,  be 
taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms." 

Resolved :  <<  That  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  hart, 
has  made  good  his  general  charge  against  Samuel 
Shepherd,  sen.,  esq.,  of  bribery  and  corruption  in 
several  boroughs  that  send  members  to  Parlia- 
ment ;'^  and  further. 

Resolved,  nem.  ean.^  *'  That  the  thanks  of  thi^ 
House  be  given  to  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  hart.,  a 
member  of  this  House,  for  the  great  service  he  hsA 
done  the  public,  in  detecting  the  bribery  and  coN 
ruption  which  has  been  practised  in  the  election  of 
several  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  :'*  and  the 
thanks  of  the  House  were  accordingly  given. 

April  \54  The  House  proceeded  to  take  into 
consideration  how  they  should  further  act  with  re- 
lation to  the  crimes  charged  against  Samuel  Shep- 
herd, sen.^  esq. ;  and 

Resolved :  ^*  That  the  said  Samuel  Shepherd, 
sen.,  esq.,  shall  be  expelled  this  House,  siiid  that 
he  do  receive  the  said  sentence  at  the  bar  of  this 
House. 

16.    He  was  brought  to  the  bar  by  the 

sergeant  with  the  mace,  where,  being  upon  his 
knets^  Mr.  Speaker  pronounced  the  sentence  of  his 
bemg  expelled  the  House. 

ParK  I6«  John  Barrington,  ^.  petitioned 
against  Mr.  Rushworth^s  return,  on  the  score,  that 
he  being  in  priest^s  orders  was  irtdigible  to  be 
elected.  Feb.  94,  1785,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  try  this  contested  election^ 
found  the  sitting  member  duly  elected. 

FART  II.  VOL.  I.  o  o 
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Thecontrol  of  the  boroughs  of  Newport  and 
Yarmouth  seem  now  to  have  become  hereditary  in 
this  family. 

AN    ANECDOTE 

Occurs  in  the  history  of  this  borough,  which 
deserves  to  be  recorded  in  characters  of  gold. — 
On  the  death  of  the  first  Lord  Holmes,  a  very 
powerful  attempt  was  made  by  the  late  Sir  WiU 
Ham  Oglander,  and  some  other  neighbouring  gen-» 
tlemen^  to  deprive  his  lordship's  nephew  and  suc- 
cessor, the  Rev.  Mr.  Troughear  Holmes,  of  his 
influence  over  this  corporation.  The  number 
of  that  body  was  at  that  time  twenty -three  j  there 
being  one  vacancy  amongst  the  aldermen,  occa- 
sioned by  the  recent  death  of  Lord  Holmes. 
Eleven  of  them  continued  firm  to  the  interest  of 
the  nephew,  and  the  same  number  was  equally 
eager  to  transfer  that  interest  to  Sir  William  Og- 
lander  and  the  Worsley  family.  A  Mr.  Taylor  of 
this  town,  one  of  the  burgesses,  withheld  his  de« 
claration,  and  as  his  vote  would  decide  the  balance 
of  future  influence,  it  was  imagined  that  he  only 
suspended  it  for  the  purpose  of  private  advantage. 
Agreeable  to  that  idea,  he  was  eagerly  sought  by 
the  agents  of  each  party.  The  first  who  applied 
is  said  to  have  macje  him  an  ofifer  of  S,000/.  Mr. 
Taylor  had  actually  made  up  his  mind 'to  have 
voted  with  this  party  ;  but  the  moment  his  inte<^ 
grity  and  independence  were  attacked,  he  reversed 
his  determination,  and  resolved  to  give  his  suffrage 
on  the  opposite  side*  That  party,  however,  like 
their  opponents,  being  ignorant  of  the  favour  de-. 
signed  them,  and  of  the  accident  to  which  they 
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owed  it,  assailed  him  with  a  more  ndvantaf^ 
offer.  He  informed  them  that  he  had  but  ; 
formed  the  resohjtion,  in  consequence  of  a  situ 
insult  from  their  adversaries,  of  giving  them 
support ;  but  since  he  had  discovered  that  t 
were  boili  aiming  at  power  by  the  same  means 
was  determined  to  vote  for  neither  of  them  : 
to  put  himself  out  of  the  power  of  further  tei 
tation,  he  resolved  to  reaigo  his  gown  as  a  bui] 
of  the  corporation;  which  he  accordingly  did 
next  day.  « 
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YARMOUTH— (Isle  or  Wight.) 


YiRMODTH,  a  sea-port,  borough,  and  pai 
in  West  Medina,  Isle  of  Wight,  10  miles  f 
Newport  and  100  from  London  ;  containioi 
houses,  and  343  inhabitants.  The  town  stand 
a  bank  sloping  to  the  sea,  and  has  evident  tr 
of  having  been  much  larger  than  at  present. 
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REPBBSENIATIVS  HISTOKY. 

This  borough  first  sent  members  to  ParHi 
in  theSSrd  of  Edward  I.;  end  although  it. 
again  summoned  in  the  same  reign,  it  made 
return  till  the  S7th  of  Elizabeth,  when  it  wai 
stdred. 

Petitions,  &c.  The  House  entered  intc 
enquiry  concerning  several  corporations ;  and 

Ordered:  "  That  a  committee  be  appointe 
inspect  the  books  of  the  East  India  company 
mediately." 
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The  committee  reported  they  had  found 
**  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  guineas  were 
delivered  and  paid  to  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Trevor^ 
by  the  chamberlain  of  thci  city  of  London,  for  as- 
sistidg  in  passing  the  Orphans'  Bill." 

Resolved :  ''  That  Sir  John  Trevor,  late  Speaker 
of  this  House,  being  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanor,  by  receiving  a  gratuity  of  one  thou- 
iand  guineas  from  the  city  of  London,  after  pas- 
sing the  Orphans'  Bill,  be  expelled  this  House." 
Nov.  30,  1695.  A  petition  of  John  Acton, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Anthony  Morgan,  esq., 
by  means  of  admitting  five  undue  burgesses." 

Resolved :  '<  That  Anthony  Morgan,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough." 

March  SOy  1713.  A  petition  of  Sir  Theodore 
Janssen  and  Colonel  Anthony  Morgan  against 
the  return  of  Sir  Robert  Raymond  and  Colonel 
Henry  Holmes,  by  means  of  several  undue  and 
indirect  practices. 

July  91,  1716.  A  petition  from  the  same  to  the 
same  effect. 

The  committee  resolved:  ^' That  Sir  Robert 
Raynard  and  Colonel  Henry  Holmes  are  not  duly 
elected,"  and 

^'  That  Sir  Theodore  Janssen  and  Henry  Mor- 
gan, esq.,  are  duly  elected  burgesses  to  serve  for 
this  borough;"  which  resolutions  being  twice 
read,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houie. 

Jan.  93,  1790.  A  motion  being  made,  '<  That 
Sir  Theodore  Janssen,  a  member  of  this  House,  is 
guilty  of  a  notorious  breach  of  trust  as  a  director 
of  the  South  Sea  Company,  and  thereby  occa- 
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Resolved :  ^'  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Walker,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Oglander,  being  elected  chief 
burgesses  during  the  pretended  mayoralty  of  the 
said  Thomas  Grimes,  were  not  legal  chief  bur- 
gesses of  the  said  borough.'' 

Resolved:  "That  the  election  of  the  twenty- 
five  free  burgesses,  objected  to  by  the  counsel  for 
the  petitioners,  elected  during  the  present  mayor- 
alty of  the  said  Thomas  Grimes,  esq.,  at  an  as- 
sembly in  which  the  said  Dr.  Walker  and  Mr. 
Oglander  attended,  and  voted  as  two  of  the  five 
chief  burgesses  in  the  election  of  the  said  twenty 
burgesses,  was  illegal  and  void.'' 
•    Number  of  voters — 13. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patron  —  Sir  Leonard  Troughear  Worsley 
Holmes* 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  borough,  which  containe  only  seventy- 
two  houses,  cottages  included,  has  never  had 
more  than  one  solitary  voter  resident  in  the  place 
for  more  than  fifty  years. 

It  is,  like  Newport,  a  corporation  borough, 
though  its  charter  id  different.  The  corporation 
here  consists  of  a  mayor  and  twelve  capital  bur- 
gesses, with  a  power  of  making  an  indefinite 
number  of  free  burgesses,  who  have  altogether  the 
choice  of  the  members. 

The  influence  over  the  corporation  was  for  many 
years  contested  between  the  late  Lord  Holmes 
and  the  late  Jervoise  Clarke  Jervoise,  esq.,  and  the 
Leigh  family,  of  North  Court,  in  this  island,  of 
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Sha]fleet.  It  was  originally  called  Franchemlh^ 
whiich  name  it  is  supposed  to  have  taken  when 
rebuilt,  after  its  destruction  by  the  French  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  II. 

REPRESEKTATIVB  HISTORY. 

This  small  borough  never  sent  members  to  Par- 
liament till  the  S7th  of  Elizabeth. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  S,  1676.  A  petition 
of  Sir  William  Meux,  bart.,  also  one  of  the  mayor 
and  in-burgesses,  together  with  one  of  Mr.  Henry 
Fanshaw,  relating  to  the  return  of  §ir  John  Holmes, 

The  motion  being  made,  that  these  petitions  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  it  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Dec.  5,  169^.  A  petition  of  Anthony  Henley, 
esq.,  against  the  return  ef  James  Worsley  and 
Thomas  Dove,  esqrv.,  by  means  of  illegal  votes 
being  admitted. 

No  report  appears. 

Pari.  16.  Sir  Gilbert  EUiot,  bart.,  and  other 
electors,  petitioned  against  Mr.  Gregory's  election, 
but  on  the  99d  of  April,  1785,  the  petition,  upon 
request,  was  withdmwn. 

CORPOBATIOK. 

None.  It  has,  however,  a  titular  mayor, 
chosen  by  the  buigage-holders. 

EICaT  OF  SLECTIOK. 

April  39,  1799.  Resolved :  ''  That  the  right 
of  election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Newtown,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
in  the  county  of  Southampton,  is  in  the  Mayor 
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Brought  forward 34 

Co-heirs  of  John  Leigh,  esq 

Maurice  Bisset,  esq 

Barrington  Pope  Blachford,  esq 

Heir  of  William  Hill,  esq 

William  Harvey,  a  husbandman 

39 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Pelham  and  Sir  John  Barrington 
are  at  present  united ;  and  it  is  evident  that,  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Blachford,  who  is  nephew  to 
the  latter,  they  have  a  decisive  majority. 

One  elector  only  resides  in  the  place,  and  one 
other  was  disqualified  by  Mr.  Crewe's  bill. 

Two  of  these  burgage-holds  were  purchased  by 
the  late  Sir  Richard  Worsley  of  the  present  Lord 
Mount-Edgecomb's  father  for  a  thousand  guineas, 
though  only  two  decayed  cottages. 

POLITICAL    ANECDOTE. 

In  the  pension  list  of  Charles  IL  this  paragraph 
appeared — "  Sir  John  Holmes,  Sir  Robert's  bro- 
ther, and  member  for  Newtown,  a  cowardly  baf-^ 
fled  sea-captain,  twice  boxedj  and  once  whipped 
with  a  dog'whip,  was  chosen  in  the  night  without 
the  head  officer  of  the  town  ;  and  but  one  bur^ss 
present ;  yet  voted  this  last  election,  and  will  be 
re-elected/* 


END  OF  VOL.  I.   OF  PART  II. 


J.  GUiet,  Prtattr,  Crowa*cottrt,  Il«et*ftrftt,  London. 
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